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AFP, New Delhi

India said yesterday future peace 
talks between it and Pakistan hinge 
on Islamabad keeping its vow not to 
allow soil under its control to be 
used by Islamic rebels battling 
Indian rule in Kashmir. 

"We remain committed to deep-
ening our engagement" with 
Pakistan, Foreign Minister Natwar 
Singh told a media conference in 
New Delhi attended by a delegation 
of Pakistani journalists. 

"However, the whole process is 
critically dependent on fulfillment of 
President Pervez Musharraf's 
reassurance of January 6, 2004 not 
to permit any territory under 
Pakistan's control to support terror-
ism in any manner," he said, accord-
ing to the Press Trust of India news 
agency. 

India and Pakistan resumed 
bilateral talks in January after for-

mer Indian premier Atal Behari 
Vajpayee initiated a renewal of the 
peace process between the nuclear 
rivals who have gone to war three 
times, twice over Kashmir. 

Vajpayee's Hindu nationalist 
government was ousted at the polls 
in May but the new left-leaning 
Congress government pressed 
ahead with the peace process. 

"Now there is a distinct change in 
attitude among people, political 
leadership and information mak-
ers... in India and Pakistan which is 
welcome," Singh said. 

Meanwhile, Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh said in a mes-
sage to the two-day conference of 
the South Asian Free Media 
Association that, "Creating a neigh-
bourhood of peace and stability is a 
high priority of our government." 

Noting South Asia remains one 
of the world's poorer regions, he 

said, "Our individual and collective 
struggle to march forward on the 
road to development has been 
impaired by weak intra-regional 
cooperation compounded by mutual 
suspicion." 

India has accused Pakistan of 
giving support to an armed Islamic 
insurgency in Indian Kashmir, a 
charge Islamabad denies. Over 
40,000 people have been killed 
since the revolt erupted in 1989, 
according to official figures. 
Separatists put the toll at between 
80,000 and 100,000. 

Both sides have held several 
rounds of talks culminating with a 
meeting between Singh and his 
Pakistani counterpart Musharraf in 
New York last month. 

Last Thursday, the two sides 
exchanged suggestions on dates 
for continuing talks between late 
November and early December. 

INDO-ASIAN NEWS SERVICE, 
Srinagar 

Four soldiers and a civilian were 
killed when a suicide bomber 
rammed a car packed with explo-
sives into an Army convoy in Jammu 
and Kashmir yesterday.

Police said the incident occurred 
in Singapora village, 35 km from 
Srinagar, in the northern district of 
Baramulla. Four soldiers and the 
driver of a civilian truck were killed.

The convoy was passing through 
the strategic Srinagar-Uri national 
highway when the suicide bomber 
driving a car struck a bus transport-
ing the soldiers.

Four soldiers and the civilian, 
whose truck happened to be at the 
spot, were killed instantly. The 
suicide bomber is also believed to 
have died.

About 25 people, including some 
15 soldiers, were injured, a senior 
police officer said. An earlier report 
said the attack took place in Hanjura 
village.

The bus was completely 
destroyed. The entire area has been 

sealed and traffic on the highway 
suspended.

The injured were hurriedly 
shifted to the Army's base hospital in 
Srinagar for treatment.

PTI adds: Seven persons,  six 
militants and one Army jawan,  were 
k i l l e d  i n  a n  e n c o u n t e r  i n  
Churachandpur district of Manipur 
late Friday night.

An Army column rushed to 
Khonkhai area, about 70 km south 
of Imphal in the district, after getting 
specific information about the 
presence of militants and launched 
a massive combing operation, 
official sources said in Imphal.

As the personnel combed the 
interiors of the hilly area, militants 
suspected to be members of 
banned People's Liberation Army 
(PLA) opened fire from their hideout 
and a heavy exchange of fire fol-
lowed, the sources said.

Six militants and one Army jawan 
were killed on the spot.

Three activists, suspected to be 
members of PLA, were arrested 
during the operation.

AFP, Aboard the USS John F. 
Kennedy

US Defence Secretary Donald 
Rumsfeld met with defense minis-
ters from 18 allied nations on an 
aircraft carrier in the Gulf yesterday 
to reassure them on US strategy for 
Iraq. 

The meeting, which had not been 
previously announced, drew minis-
ters from countries with troops in 
Iraq or Afghanistan as well as their 
counterparts from Iraq, Bahrain and 
Qatar. 

Rumsfeld told reporters accom-
panying him on the flight from 
Washington to Bahrain that the 
United States may send more 
troops to Iraq to protect the planned 
January elections against insurgent 
violence if US commanders decide 
they are needed. 

He said Washington was trying 

to find countries to provide troops to 
protect the UN mission that is sup-
posed to organize the polls. 

Whether the United States sends 
more troops to Iraq, as it has for 
elections in Afghanistan, is up to 
Central Command chief General 
John Abizaid and Casey, Rumsfeld 
said. 

"To the extent that's appropriate 
and needed, obviously that makes 
sense," he said. "To the extent other 
countries come in and take some of 
that responsibility, then that might 
not be necessary." 

Rumsfeld added that about 
140,000 Iraqi security forces should 
be trained and equipped by the 
elections. 

George Casey, the US com-
mander of multinational forces in 
Iraq, was to give the ministers a 
briefing via video teleconference 
on the US strategy to defeat   

insurgents that have mounted a 
bloody campaign to derail the 
elections. 

Rumsfeld and the ministers flew 
from Bahrain aboard a small plane, 
arriving to a VIP welcome aboard 
the John F. Kennedy, which has 
been launching air strikes against 
selected targets in Iraq since arriv-
ing in the Gulf in June. 

He would not say whether he 
planned to make a pitch for more 
troops to the defense ministers 
during the day-long meeting aboard 
the USS John F. Kennedy. 

A senior defense official traveling 
with Rumsfeld described it as "a 
team-building, coalition-building 
event," intended to show US appre-
ciation for their support and to 
reassure them about the situation in 
Iraq. 

AFP, St. Louis

US President George W. Bush 
accused Senator John Kerry of 
being dangerously fickle on Iraq, as 
the Democrat countered in their 
second debate late Friday that Bush 
had become a "weapon of mass 
deception" on the war. 

In an often tense 90-minute 
rhetorical battle, Bush accused 
Kerry of "naive and dangerous" 
views on North Korea and Iran, 
defended the March 2003 invasion 
to topple Saddam Hussein, and said 
his rival was as steady as a weather-
vane. 

"I can see why people think that 
he changes position quite often, 
because he does," said Bush. "He 
said he thought Saddam Hussein 
was a grave threat, and now he said 
it was a mistake to remove Saddam 
Hussein from power." 

Kerry hammered away at anemic 
job creation on Bush's watch and a 
report saying Saddam did not have the 
banned weapons that the president 
made the core of the case for war. 

Asked by an audience member 
to answer Bush's charges he is 
"wishy-washy," Kerry said: "The 
president didn't find weapons of 
mass destruction in Iraq, so he's 
really turned his campaign into a 
weapon of mass deception." 

REUTERS, Gaza 

Israeli troops killed five armed 
Palestinians in the Gaza Strip 
yesterday as it pressed on with a 
massive offensive aimed at stop-
ping militants firing rockets into 
Israel. 

The dead included a local com-
mander of Hamas Islamic militants 
in Gaza's Jabalya refugee camp, 
the focus of Israel's biggest push 
into the occupied territory in four 
years of conflict, witnesses said. 

Scores of Palestinians have died 
in the offensive, now in its 11th day. 

Earlier on Saturday troops killed 
two militants in a gunfight at nearby 
Beit Hanoun, one of the main launch 
sites for the makeshift rockets, and 
two Palestinian policeman in a 
missile strike on a refugee camp in 
the southern Gaza Strip. 

In Egypt, rescue workers 
searched for survivors in the wreck-
age of a Red Sea hotel after a series 
of bomb blasts targeting Israeli 
tourists in the Sinai Peninsula. Israel 
suspects Thursday night's attacks, 
which killed at least 33 people, were 
linked to al-Qaeda. 

Violence in Gaza has soared 
ahead of Israeli Prime Minister Ariel 
Sharon's planned withdrawal of 
troops and settlers next year from 

the territory captured in the 1967 
Middle East war. 

Militants want to claim any pullout 
as a victory for a Palestinian uprising 
launched in 2000. Israel is determined 
to smash them first and Sharon needs 
to put on a show of force for rightists 
who oppose the plan on the grounds it 
"rewards terrorism." 

At least 86 Palestinians, 50 of 
them militants and most of the 
others civilians, have been killed in 
the offensive with some 200 tanks 
and armored vehicles that was 
launched after a rocket attack killed 
two Israeli toddlers on Sept 29. 

Three Israelis have died since 
the offensive began. 

The armed wing of Hamas, a 
group sworn to Israel's destruction, 
said local leader Abdel-Raouf 
Nabhan was shot dead on Saturday. 
Witnesses had earlier said he was 
killed in a missile strike. 

The army said it shot at militants 
trying to launch a rocket and that 
might have caused an explosion. 

Two fighters were also killed in 
Beit Hanoun on Saturday as troops 
moved in to demolish the home of a 
militant it killed in an earlier missile 
strike as he tried to leave a rocket 
launch site with a donkey cart, 
witnesses said. 

AFP, Guwahati

A tribal separatist group in India's 
restive northeastern state of Assam 
Friday agreed to a ceasefire from 
October 15 raising hopes for an end 
to two decades of violent insurgency 
in the region. 

The move by the National 
Democratic Front of Bodoland 
comes days after a string of week-
end blasts blamed on the rebels, 
which left 53 people dead in various 
parts of the state. 

"In response to the Assam chief 
minister's offer for a ceasefire, the 
National Democratic Front of 
Bodoland has decided to accept the 
offer for a period of six months 
effective October 15 to create a 
congenial atmosphere for talks," 
D.R. Nabla, president of the rebel 
group, said in a statement. 

"All the commanders of the Bodoland 
army have been asked to stop hostilities 

against India," he added. 
The outlawed National Dem-

ocratic Front of Bodoland was 
formed in 1986 and has been fight-
ing a guerrilla war to carve out an 
independent homeland for the Bodo 
tribe in Assam. 

Last Thursday, Gogoi had 
offered a conditional ceasefire to the 
group and the other rebel army in 
the state, the United Liberation 
Front of Asom, asking them to 
respond by October 15. 

The National Democratic Front 
of Bodoland claimed responsibility 
for at least four of the deadly attacks 
over the last weekend. 

Nearly 10,000 people have died 
in insurgency related violence in the 
state over the past two decades. 

Meanwhile, India's revolt-hit 
northeastern Assam state wel-
comed a ceasefire offer yesterday 
by a powerful separatist group that 
had claimed responsibility for sev-

eral of a string of deadly blasts last 
weekend. 

The outlawed National Demo-
cratic Front of Bodoland (NDFB) 
said Friday it was ready for a 
ceasefire and peace talks, raising 
hopes for an end to two decades of 
violent insurgency in the region that 
has claimed more than 10,000 lives 
in the past two decades. 

"The National Democratic Front 
of Bodoland's ceasefire offer is a 
positive move and a step forward in 
the right direction. We welcome the 
announcement," Assam chief 
minister Tarun Gogoi told reporters 
in the main city of Guwahati. 

"Regarding cessation of security 
operations from our side, we shall 
take appropriate steps the moment 
we get a direct communication from 
the NDFB expressing their offer for 
a ceasefire," Gogoi said. "We now 
hope Ulfa too will come to the nego-
tiating table and offer a ceasefire." 

AFP, Kabul

After decades of rule by the bullet 
instead of the ballot box, war-weary 
Afghans could not hide their delight 
yesterday as they got the chance to 
vote in elections they hope will end 
years of conflict. 

Many were surprisingly open 
about how they voted in the coun-
try's first-ever direct elections after 
decades of strife, despite threats 
from militants opposed to the vote. 

Of 75 people in queues at Kabul 
polling stations, 41 happily told an 
AFP reporter who their choice was 
for president -- although one 
dropped his voice to a conspiratorial 
whisper. 

Thirty said they would vote for 
US-backed incumbent Hamid 
Karzai, while 11 plumped for his 
main rival, former education minis-
ter Yunus Qanooni and 34 kept their 
choice secret. 

In other major centres, from 
Kandahar in the south to Herat in the 

east and Sherbergan in the north, 
voters spoke to AFP reporters 
without reserve before 14 of the 18 
candidates called for the election to 
be halted. 

In the former Taliban stronghold 
of Kandahar, jubilation reigned as 
thousands of voters, huddled 
against the early morning autumn 
chill, streamed into polling stations. 

"I am so happy, it's like a dream. I 
feel that we are finally human," said 
Zahooba, a toothless woman of 65 
who walked half an hour on shaky 
legs to the polling station to cast her 
vote for President Hamid Karzai, a 
Kandahar native. 

Rahgul, a 45-year-old matriarch 
came with 11 women from her family 
to cast her vote for Hamid Karzai. 

"Our father said we should come 
early and vote. We are so happy," 
she said, adding that the men in her 
family were also voting for Karzai. 

Pak crackdown 
nets 100 
militants 
AFP, Islamabad

Pakistan has rounded up more than 
100 people linked to outlawed 
Islamic militant groups in a new 
crackdown after two bomb attacks 
which killed more than 70 people 
within a week, police said yesterday. 

"The swoop is focused at the 
moment in Punjab province and is 
aimed at shaking up the clandestine 
network of the banned militant 
sectarian groups," a senior police 
official told AFP. 

The arrests followed Thursday's 
car bomb attack at a rally of banned 
Millat-e-Islamia formerly known as 
Sipah-e-Sahaba of Pakistan in the 
city of Multan to observe the first 
death anniversary of the assassi-
nated extremist Sunni Muslim 
leader Azam Tariq. 

Forty one people were killed and 
nearly 100 others wounded in the 
attack. 

Last week a suicide bomber 
killed 31 people and injured around 
50 others when he blew himself up 
at a Shia mosque in the industrial 
city of Sialkot on Friday, also in 
Punjab. 

Pakistani security forces have 
been placed on high alert across the 
country as the two attacks blamed 
on religious extremists spurred 
fears of outbreak of sectarian 
unrest. 

AP, Lucknow 

The 17th century Mughal monu-
ment, Taj Mahal, will soon be 
opened to tourists for night viewing.

Thanks to a Supreme Court 
decision easing a two-decade ban 
on night viewing, an official said 
yesterday.

The Taj Mahal will be open during 
each full moon and two nights 
before and after, as soon as security 
arrangements are in place, said 
state Tourism Minister Kokab 
Hamid.

Night viewing was banned in 
1984 due to fears of an attack on the 
monument by militant Sikhs, who 
were then fighting the government 
for the independence of Punjab.

"It is after 20 years that such 
permission has been granted," 
Hamid said. "Sure, we are delighted."

He said that the court has ordered 
X-ray machines and metal detectors 
placed at the entrance before moon-
light viewing begins at the Taj Mahal, 
built by Mughal emperor Shah Jahan 
between 1632 and 1654.

Though night viewing rules are 
being relaxed, there will be restric-
tions.

US denies 
reports 
on Tareq Aziz's 
death in custody 
AFP, Baghdad

Tareq Aziz, the former Iraqi deputy 
prime minister under Saddam 
Hussein, is alive, the US military in Iraq 
said yesterday, denying television 
reports that he had died in custody. 

"I can confirm that Tareq Aziz is 
alive, there is no change in his 
status and he is in our custody," said 
a spokesman for the US-led prisons 
authority in Iraq, Barry Johnson. 

"He was alive five minutes ago," 
he told AFP at about 3:10 pm (1210 
GMT). 

Dubai-based Al-Arabiya televi-
sion said that Aziz had died in cus-
tody, quoting sources in the 
International Committee of the Red 
Cross in Iraq. 

PHOTO: AFP

Afghan women voters line up outside a polling station to cast their vote in Afghanistan's first democratic presidential elec-
tions, in Kabul yesterday. Enthusiastic voters defied threats of violence to turn out for Afghanistan's first direct presidential 
elections, raising hopes for an end to 25 years of conflict in the shattered country.

PHOTO: AFP

Indian Kashmiri students sit down as they display placards during a demonstration for peace in Srinagar yesterday. More 
than 2000 students from various leading schools participated in the peace march.

PHOTO: AFP
US President George W. Bush (L) listens as Democratic presidential candidate 
John Kerry speaks to the audience in a 90-minute town-hall style debate 
rematch Friday at Washington University in St. Louis, Missouri. 

PHOTO: AFP

Crew members from the RN frigates HMS Montrose and HMS Marlborough prepare hawsers for the tow of the Canadian 
submarine HMCS Chicoutimi in the North Atlantic Friday. The Chitcoutimi was damaged after a fire broke out October 5, 
which caused the death of one crew member and injured eight others.
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Bush, Kerry unyielding on Iraq war

"Let me tell you straight up: I've 
never changed my mind about Iraq. 
I do believe Saddam Hussein was a 
threat. I always believed he was a 
threat," Kerry said in response to 
increasingly fierce attacks from 
Bush's campaign. 

Leading newspapers early 
Saturday described the debate as 
aggressive, with no clear winner. 

Analysts said Bush had rebounded 
from a poor performance in last 
week's debate, leaving the race 
deadlocked just over three weeks 
before voters go to the polls. 

Two snap polls on who won 
showed a statistical tie. An ABC 
News poll and a CNN/USA 
Today/Gallup poll taken just after 
the match each gave Kerry a narrow 

win, but in both cases the difference 
between the two candidates was 
smaller than the margin of sampling 
error. 

The two candidates roamed the 
floor of a university hall here as they 
took questions from an audience of 
140 voters who said they were still 
up for grabs with less than a month 
before the November 2 election. 

The president stayed on the 
offensive on national security and 
the economy as he worked to over-
come a lackluster performance in 
their first debate last week. 

After Kerry accused him of a "go 
alone" approach to Iraq, Bush 
angrily interrupted the moderator's 
efforts to ask a follow-up question, 
pointing to Britain, Italy, and Poland 
and saying "they're sacrificing with 
us" in Iraq. 

Kerry countered that if US sol-
diers from Missouri serving in Iraq 
were from another country, that 
nation would have the third most 
troops there behind the United 
States and Britain, concluding: 
"That's not a grand coalition." 

Bush charged the Democrat 
would be too worried about global 
opinion of the United States to make 
hard decisions like going to war, 
saying: "Sometimes in this world 
you make unpopular decisions 
because you think they're right." 

Israeli troops kill 5 
more Palestinians 

UNSC 
adopts 
anti-terror 
resolution 
AFP, United Nations

The UN Security Council Friday 
unanimously adopted a resolution 
introduced by Russia to bolster 
international measures against 
terrorism. 

Resolution 1556 "calls upon 
states to cooperate fully in the fight 
against terrorism, especially with 
those states where -- or against 
whose citizens -- terrorist acts are 
committed." 

It said the aim was to "find, deny 
safe haven and bring to justice" any 
"person who supports, facilitates, 
participates or attempts to participate 
in the financing, planning, prepara-
tion or commission of terrorist acts or 
provides safe havens." 

Russia submitted the draft shortly 
after the attack on Beslan, where at 
least 344 persons, 172 of them 
children, died in the world's deadliest 
hostage-taking. It was co-sponsored 
by China, France, Germany, 
Romania and the United States. 

The most serious debate took 
place over paragraph three, which 
was amended twice. 
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