Alliance wins
Netrokona-2
by-polls

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Netrokona

Ruling coalition candidate
Mohammad Abu Abbas won the
Netrokona-2 by-election held yes-
terday amid low turnout of voters
and castingofhuge false votes.

The BNP-led'alliance candidate
bagged 81,067 votes while his near-
est rival Jatiya Party (Ershad) candi-
date FakirAshralpolled 32,019

Theb? election boycotted by the
main opposition AwamiLeague (AL)
washeld almostpeacefully.

According to unofficial results,
the turnout was about 38 percent,
lowest in recent by-elections. But
observers said volers! tumout at
different centres was not more than
251030 percent.

Ashral termed the by-polls a
‘blueprint' and alleged the ruling
party activists drove his polling
agents out of different centres. He
rejected the by-polls.

Local! AL leader Shamsuzzoha
said voters rejected the coalition
government by refraining from
vaoting.

Voters' turnout was low due to
the absence ofthe AL and inclement
weather, .the observers and locals
reasoned.

Seven candidates contested the
election but only the BNP and JP
pollingagents were available.

No voters tumed up at the cen-
tres of CKP High' School, Rampur

SEE PAGE 11 COL 6

AL enforces
hartal today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Awami League (AL) and two other
opposition parties enforce today a
countrywide dawn-to-dusk hartal
across the country to denounce the
"misdeeds of three years" by 1.he
alliancegovernment..

The main ‘opposition AL, lmlya
Samajtantrik Del (JSD) and Janata
Party also ohserve the day as Black
Dayfornation,

Meanwhile, Prime Minister and
BNP' Chairperson’ Khaleda Zia
addresses the nation on radio and
television today at 7:00pm marking
the BNP-led coalition's three years
inoffice.

Khaleda's address will focus
on.achievements and future plans

SEE PAGE 11 COL 5

Baby girl raped,
slaughtered

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A five-year-old girl'was raped and
slaughtered allegedly by her neigh-
bour rickshawpuller on Friday night
inShyampurin Dhaka.

The body of Ankhi, the victim, in
T-shirt was found yesterday inside
the house of Sharif, 23, who called
her in his room of a house on Zia
Saranion Friday.

Ankhi, the youngest daughter of
Shafiqul Islam and Shilpi of 1636
« Gaspipe Road at Noorpur in
Shyampur, was watching television
with her elder brother Sajib, when
Sharif alias Khato Sharil came to
theirhouse,

Shafig, a hotel employee in
Gulistan, went to work in the mormn-

ing and Shilpi, a performer in

Palagaansinvillages, went to Zinzir
to perform a stage show at arouid

5:30pmon thatday.
"Sharif came to our house when
SEE PAGE 11 COL 6

Ex-AL MP
Manik jaile
for 10 years

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, SYLHET

A Sylhet coui’l yesterday sentenced
former Awami League lawmaker
Muhibur Rahman Manik'and two
others1o10years of rigorousimpris-
onment each for their connection
with Chhatak bomb blast that killed
two peopleinMarch 1999,

The Judge of Speedy Trial
Tribunal, Sylhet, Shah-e-Alam
Chowdhury passed the judgment in
acrowded courtroom at 1:35pm,

Manik was present al the court-

- room and' taken to jail after the

judgment.

The other convicts are Manik's
cousin Abul Lais Chowdhury and
Gopal Chandra Dass.

All the three were fined Tk 5,000
each, in default, they were to suffer
sixmoremonthsofRI:

The court acquitted three other

Muhibur Rahman Manik

chargesheeted accused of the
charge,

The prosecution charges say
that, on 15 March 1999 a bomb
went off in Manik's house in

SEE PAGE 11 COL 4
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Cause of F28 crash not found yet

Pilots’ strike until afternioon disrupts schedule;
2 int'l flights delayed on technical faults

Verdict in Jail
Killing Case
now Oct 20

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The judgement in' the historic Jail
Killing Case will nowbe delivered on
October 20 after the verdict was
deferred twice on September 7 and
September21,

Judge Meohammad Motiur
Rahman of the Court of
Metropolitan Sessions Judge, Dhaka
yesterday fixed the date after sub-
mission ofareportthe samedaybya
three-member commission that
said’ witness Saifuddin Ahmed' is
unfit for deposition before court or
elsewhere,

Thecommission also asked court
todrophim asawilness.

Court accepted the written
reporton thehealth'condition of 84-
year-old Saifuddin, which was
signed by commission members
Public Prosecutor Abdullah
Mahmud' Hassan, Advocate ABM
Sharfuddin Mukul and Officer-in-
charge of Sutrapur Police Station
Awlad Hossain.

The verdict was deferred on
September7because of theillness of
the judge and again on September
21 due to a last-minute court order
fordepositionof Saifuddin,

Deferring the judgement that
was likely to come on September 21,
about 29 years afterthe brutal assas-
sination of four national leaders

SEE PAGE'11 COL 1

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The probe commitices are yet (o
find' the cause of Friday's plane
crash at Sylhet airport.

The pilots however believe poor
condition ofthe runway might have
caused the accident in which all 83
passengers and crew on board
miraculouslyescaped.

The F28 aircraft of Biman
Bangladesh Airlines remains at the
crash site underarmed police guard.
Civil' aviation officials said the
authorities would resume work to
recover it alter the visit of insurance
company officials.

"We are waiting for the insurance
company officials' visit, which may
take few more days," said an official
of Civil Aviation Authority of
Bangladesh (Caab).

The probe committee of civil

.aviation ministry headed'by Caab

Chairman Zahed Quddus has
started probing into the crashwhile
Biman's intemnal probe committee
headed by its chief of flight safety is
yettolaunchinvestigation,

The three-member Caab inguiry.
team, which went to Sylhet last
night, talked to the officials and staff
of the control tower at Sylhet airport

SEE PAGE 11 COL 7
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Anarmed policeman yesterday guards the F-28 aircraft of Biman that crashed Into the bank of a can al.aftar landing at
Osmanl International Airport in Sylhet Friday.

Alliance sees AL doom
in next polls

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Leaders of the ruling four-party
dlliance yesterday said the main
opposition Awami League (AL) will
be a'marginalised party' in the next
general elections as it has taken a
stand against the people and the
country,

The alliance has! established
constitutional’ rule, democratic
atmosphere, peace and security,
andis carryingour massive develop:
mentwork whilethe AL hasresorted

to 'politics of destruction' and
‘undemocraticactivities', theysaid.
"We are confident the number of
seats of BNP and its alliance part-
ners will further increase while
Awami League will be marganilised
inthe next elections to be held after
two years because of its negative
politics," said. BNP Secretary
General Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan,
Addressing a huge public rally at
Muktangon in the capital marking
the coalition's three years in power,
Bhuiyan said' the alliance has

already implemented most of its

election pledges ahd will fealise the.

restinthe nextiwoyears,

The BNF -Jamaat-e-Islami,
Islami Oikya Jote (10]) and
Bangladesh Jatiya Party (BJP)
jointlyorganised the rally as part of
their rallies in all divisional and
districtheadquarters.

"Awami League is pursuing
negative politics since the alliance
assurned power and we did not get
minimum coopéeration from the

SEE PAGE 11 COL 7

NEWS ANALYSIS '

Alliance ends 3rd
year with no
tangible success

ZAYADUL AHSAN

The coalition government today
celebrates its three years in office
that many say has left behind a
dismal legacy of painful failures,
Poor governance and crippling
cormuption: have overshadowed a
few successes of the BNP-led alli-

ance.

With most of its major election
pledges unfulfilled, the government
failed to ensure security to people,
significantly cut down on poverty
and unemployment and free the
administration from/ gross poli-
ticisation: The couniry. continued

SEE PAGE 11 COL 1

Govt limps with
ailing admin

REZA' ULKaRIM .,

The four-partyalliance govemment,
which steps into the fourth year in
office today, is yet to find a solution
1o the sluggishness in administra-
tion and constant power struggle

{within the coalition leader
Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP).

The long-drawn conllicts among
senior and junior ministers and lack
of coordination between policy-
makers are hindering quick imple-

mentation of government decisions
resulting in a slowdown in develop:
mentactivities, insiders of BNP said.
"It seems the party high' com-
mand is enjoying the situation and
not making any serious attempt to
resolve the conflicts,” said atop BNP
leaderon condition of anonymity.
"['believe the party chairperson
knows everything, butldon'tunder-
stand why she is not taking steps to
address the problems," heregretted.

SEE PAGE 11 COL 1

PHOTO: STAR

Activists of the rullng alliance gather in thousands.yesterday at a public rally at Muktangon in celebfation of three

years in office of the BNP-led coalition,

PM asks all
to work
together

Greets people on eve
of govt's completing
3 years in office

UNB, Dhiaka

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia, who
celebrates the third anniversary of
her government today, has made a
call forall to work togetherin greater
nationalinterest.

Shemade thecallinamessageon
the eve of completion of three years
ofthe BNP-led four-party alliance in
office.

The primeminister conveyed her
greetings to the countrymen and
good wishes to those leaders and
workers of the alliance who made
tireless efforts to elicit people's

SEE PAGE 11 COL 3

AUG 21 GRENADE ATTACK
Chiefs of services
demand action for
linking army

SHAKHAWAT LITON

Chiefs of three services yesterday
asked the government to initiate
actions against those who tried to
link the armed forces to the August
21 grenade attack.

Chiefs of army, airforce and navy
made the appeal at a special parlia-
mentary body meeting at the Jatiya
Sangsad Bhaban, terming the
remarks of former army chief gen-
eral (rtd) Mustafizur Rahman 'pro-
vocative, heinous and ‘deliberate’
against the anmed [orces, sources

v

said.

The Parliamentary Standing
Committee on the Ministry of
Defence found their appeal
valid and asked the ministry to

“initiate steps' against the people,

specially fonmer army. chief Gen
(rtd) Mustafiz, who made the
remarks.

It launched a broadside against

the former army chief for what it

said making objectionable remarks
against the army in the wake of the
' SEE PAGE 11 COL 6

Howard reelected
Australian PM

"AFB sydncy

The conservative government of
Australian Prime Minister John
Howard won a fourth straight term
in office Saturday as Australia's
booming economy overshadowed |
criticism of his staunch support for

theUS-ledwarinlraq.
Senior officials of the opposi-
tmn Labour Party conceded that
SEE PAGE 11 COL 5§
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