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Bunogesic, the new threat

CiITY CORRESPONDENT

A new drug, bunogesic, has
become a recent attraction at the
Anandabazar slumin the city.

The slumis one of the oldest in
Dhaka and has become a thriving
spot for drug users and peddlers
over the years. Bunogesic has
gained popularity among heroin
addicts who see it as a substitute
for brown sugar (heroin).

Anandabazar slum is situated
between Chankharpool and
Fulbaria and is close to Bang-
abazar, the Secretariat, Nagar
Bhaban (Mayor's Office) and the
Police Bhaban. Its 10,000 inhabit-
ants who huddle inside an area
about one fourth of a square
kilometre, are mostly day labour-
ers and rickshaw-pullers. The
land is a wakf property which the
Railway authorities had given up
about 70 years ago.

Although the prices of a puria
(paper-wrapped pouch of drugs)
of brown sugar and an ampoule of
bunogesic are the same (Tk 50),
addicts apparently prefer the
latter as they see it as 'an escape’
from brown sugar withdrawal, the
physical gravity of addiction.

Bunogesic is an intravenous
injection of buphenorphine group

produced by Rusan Pharma Ltd in
Mumbai, India. It is usually used
as a post-operative painkiller.
One 2ml ampoule of bunogesic
contains 6mg of buphenorphine
as hydrochloride.

This particular brand is an
unregistered drug in Bangladesh.
It is not listed in the Bangladesh
National Formulary 2003 of the
Directorate of Drug Admini-
stration nor is it found in the Quick
Index of Medical Products and
Problems 12 which physicians
and pharmaceutical companies
usually consult as a guide.

The drug addicts normally
inject one 2ml ampoule of
bunogesic |.P with one 2ml
ampoule of avil B.P and an
ampoule of easium B.P. For stron-
ger effect a 2ml ampoule of
phenargan is often added also.
There are 'experts' in injecting
available at the slum. They
charge Tk 20 for each shot. The
cocktail creates temporary relief
from anxiety followed by disillu-
sion. The effect ends up in acute
depression, said medical experts.

"I have never come across this
drug before. Now that | am aware
of it, | will take every necessary
step to prevent its spread," said
Professor Dr. Habibur Rahman,
director of the Drug Admin-

istration Directorate.

Professor Dr. Nazmul Ahsan,
chief consultant at the Central
Addiction Treatment Centre
(TCT) said bunogesic is poten-
tially adeadly drug.

"It is the latest addiction in the
country but dose fluctuation can
cause sudden death. About 25
per cent of poly substance abus-
ers and about three per cent of
mono substance abusers use this
drug," said Professor Ahsan.

"I have been taking brown
sugar for the last 15 years and |
could never stop. Now this cock-
tail makes me even higher than
before and its withdrawal is also
less physical," said an addict.

The growing demand for
bunogesic cocktail, popularly
called 'ampu' by locals is also
becoming a more lucrative busi-
ness for drug dealers.

"As the brown sugar business
has gone down, | am thinking of
switching to ampu," said a middle
aged drug seller near the slum
who hid the banned substance
underneath her clothes.

There is a police outpost in
Babupura just opposite of the
Anandabazar slum. But police-
men stationed there claimed that
drugs were a problem of the past.
The police guard and patrol the

street infront of the main entrance
of the slum but drug trade report-
edly goes on unabated.

There are allegations that the
law enforcers turn a blind eye to
the illegal business as they
receive a share of the drug money
altho-ugh policemen at the out-
post vehemently denied that.

Locals said that one Liton, who
is a leader of the ruling BNP's
youth wing Jatiyatabadi Jubo Dal,
is directly involved in the busi-
ness. Fingers were also pointed
at armed gangs which operate
under blessings of transport
leaders. The hoodlums collect
tolls from the slum's inhabitants
although it is wakf land. They also
control the drug trade.

The Anandabazar slum's
positioning give drug peddlers an
advantage during any sudden
police raids as there are many
escape routes for them. There are
about 20 to 25 entrances to the
slum and the market it has been
named after. Shops and restau-
rants surround the area from
every side and the centre of the
slum therefore is a safe place for
the drug dealers and addicts.

"The drug trade came down a
bit a while ago but it is thriving
again," said aresident of the slum.
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A bird's eye view of Anandabazar slum where Bunogesic, used as a substitute for heroine, is freely sold.

Novo Theatre catches imagination

!

Enthusiasm and curiosity have crept into many city dwellers who are found waiting in lines for long hours to see what is inside the Novo Theatre.

CITY CORRESPONDENT

The Bhashani Novo Theatre, the
country's first planetarium has
attracted huge numbers of visitors
since its inauguration on
September 25.

People have found waiting in the
queue at the Novo Theatre's gate
for hours just to have a glimpse of
whatis there inside.

"The pressure of visitors is too
much and we are unable to provide
seats for the ever increasing audi-
ence," said Zahidur Rahman, the
assistant curator of Bhashani Novo
Theatre.

The Novo Theatre has a 275-
seat planetarium where people can
gaze at the solar system on an
artificially created night sky.

The planetarium's authorities
have been running four shows a
day at 11am, 1pm, 3pm and 5pm.
But the demand was such that they
had to arrange an extra show at
7pm last Saturday. The price of
ticket has been fixed at Tk. 30 for
one planet show and one animal
life show combined.

"We ran the extra show as a
temporary measure but a steering
committee decision is needed to
arrange additional shows at 7pm
regularly," said the assistant cura-
tor.

But the pressure is growing.
Frustrated by waiting at the ticket
counter for several hours without
getting a ticket, some agitated
people in a queue broke the
glasses of the booth on Saturday.

"l had to wait for five hours but
could not get a ticket. There is also
no shed under which people wait-
ing in the line can stand. The indefi-
nite wait broke the patience of the
crowd who damaged the glasses,"
said one person present during the

incident.

The Science, Information and
Communication Technology
Ministry opened the Novo Theatre
for the public even though all of its
supposed features were not yet
ready.

The planetarium was yet to
open two of its main attractions, the
capsule ride simulator and three-D
cinema.

"Tsimulation ride is not ready
and we are unable to say when it
might be. The three-D cinema is a
gift from the South Korean govern-
ment and we are not sure what will
be shown there," said an official of
the Novo Theatre. "There are other
facilities in the project too but due to
fund constraints, many things have
notbeen notinstalled," he added.

Many visitors said that they went
there expecting to see a one and
half-hour show on planets and
stars. But at present, the Novo
Theatre is screening a 40-minute
planet show and another 40-
minute feature on animal life.

Most people have found the
planet show exciting although the
programme on animal life received
aless enthusiastic response.

"We have come here to see the
planetarium and shows on astron-
omy. But | do not understand why
they are showing animal life,"
commented Mustak Hossain, a
businessman who came all the way
from Chittagong with his two chil-
dren.

Unable to explain the reason to
the audience, the authorities tried
to put off the animal life show on
one occasion but faced stern criti-
cism when itwas announced.

"That was not a wise idea. We
went there knowing that there will
be two shows. After a lot of arguing
and protesting the authorities
finally agreed to screen the animal

life show again," said Nilima
Chowdhury, a housewife.

Although people of all walks of
life are coming to the planetarium,
the majority of visitors are students
and children.

"I made a mistake. | should have
brought a notebook. There are so
many things to learn from the
planet show," exclaimed Purnota, a
student of class six of Dhanmondi
Girl's High School.

Total cost of the project is esti-
mated at about Tk.120 crore, which
has been approved in the
Executive Committee of National
Economic Council (Ecnec). The
project has also incurred a loss of
Tk. Three crore because of dam-
aged machine parts which were
essential for the planet show.

The vision behind creating the
Novo Theatre was to inform people
and especially the students about
the solar system and to create
interest about the world of astron-
omy and space science.

There will be exhibitions from
time to time on space and different
spheres of science at the Novo
Theatre.

Bangladesh Astronomical
Association has already put post-
ers on astronomy on display at the
planetarium's gallery.

"There is a demand for astro-
nomical studies in our country but
we could only meet the thirst of
astronomy lovers once or twice a
year. This planetarium will boost
the interest of science and astron-
omy in students and children," said
Mash Hur-ul-Amin, editor of
Mahakash Barta, a space and
science related magazine.

*Is that the right sequence?
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