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T I Emon: A director with -
dash and dare

Fayza HAQ

OUEIKULIslam Emon, in his early,
305, has understood well the com-
plex feat of presenting plays that
get rave revues. This is best exemplified by

his Gondar, seen on stage in the recent

past at Mahila Samity and Shilpakala
Academy's Group Theatre Festival.

When he directed Gondar, wrilten by
Ionesco, he read the script o realise that
the playhad a universal appeal. Giving the
story line, Emon said that "The characters
presented in the play lose their humanity
and despite losing their humanity make
no protest. The people in their crazy pur-
suit of self-satisfaction, make no protest
against the barbarity that ensues in the
finale. In the final analysis no individuality
is left.'" Emon says that cach one apes
another in a grolesque stampede. Thisis a
mirror of modem society, which ranges
from the intellectuals to the ordinary
farmers and fishermen, he adds, Pro-
testing against this 'mad, mad world' is a
singlecharacter, Barenjer.

Asked Lo elaborate the cause for the
rave revues that his plays get, Emon says
that that those who present plays are (oo
concemed with star studded productions
rather than a major play production. Due
to lack of media, coverage at times, good
productions do not necessarily win plau-
dits. The plays thathe directs, heinsists are

undoubtedly something to write home
about.

Talking about the prul:lcms he faces,
Emon explains that the revenues from the
programmes, advertiscments and the sale
of tickets are not enough. He and his col-
leagues have to depend on supportive
families and make personal sacrifices to
achieve theirgoal.

Explaining how he went into direction,
Emon says thathe has been working since
1880, For quite some time he was with
Aronnawith Mamanur Rashid. From there

he and his colleagues progressed to a play
group. called Prachcha Nat, under the
leadership of Azad Abdul Kalam, 'Every-
one in the group was a young theatre
worker like myself . 1 was naturally helped
by my supportive parents, who were
culturally oriented. In Bangladesh, my
senior colleauges like Manur Rashid and
Azad Abdul Kalam, a relatively young but
sucoessful director influenced me. 1 was
influenced by Usha Ganguli from India
from the group 'Ranga Karmi', who has
presented 'Hudali' and 'Court Mar-
tial,/among other successful ‘plays. 1 saw
plays at Kolkata, India, when our group
went to present 'Konnya' and 'Circus
Circus'.

Asked to sayin what way his group was
different from' those of other successful
anes, Emon says, '"We are young bul all of
us have our Masters. We work at
Scholastica School's Theatre section.,
Scholastica is the only school where
Drama is being taught seriously in Dhaka.
There are four of us, including Azad A
Klam, Sakhawat Hussain Rizvi and
Shumi.'

Commenting on why he does not
aspire (o direct TV plays, which would get
him a larger audience, like most serious

Bangladeshi directors of repute, Emon *

explains that he does not aspire for the
easy success of ourlocal TV plays , which
he considersmostlyinsipid andfacile,

Coming a long way with music

HARUN UR RASHID

Kumar Bishwajit, one of the favourite
names for music lovers of the country;
celebrated his 25-year career in music
with a grand programme on October 04.
His unique style of singing, catchy lyrics
and tune and, above all, his commitment
to music, have eamed him a permanent
place in the hearts of the audience. The
celebration was just an occasion 1o
reviewhis enviable musical career.

Here are excerpts from-an interview with
Bishwajit:

Do you feel that you have come a long
way?

When it comes to creative work, 25 years
isnot reallyalong time. In fact, life seems
averyshort span for creative work.-What 1
have achieved so far is purely the resultof
my audience's love for me. There have
been alot of mistakes andlack of care. 11

correct those mistakes,
Anysad experience?

could rewind uml start again, 1 would .

Oneof Manna Dey's famous songs has a
line--Shilper jonno shilpi shudhn |art-
istes are for art only). | have realised it in
my life. After my father's death, we were

Kumalr Bishwajit

taking his body from Dhaka to
Chittagong. Onthe ferry, Ilcame outof the
microbus and people started gathering
around me. Some asked for autographs,
some wanted to take snaps with me,
some even asked me to sing! 1 told the
crowd aboul the sad phase I was going
through, but nobody would care. My
mother told me to please them, believing
that would appease the departed soul of
myfather.

What are youworking on at present?
I'am doing music for a TV drama to be
aired on the coming Eid. Earlier I did title
songs for a few plays. Bul this time I'm
composing the music of a drama. [
believe viewers will find it different.
Whatareyour future plans?

I'have had offers from some Indian music
directors and lintend to work with them.
I believe our artisies have the polential
for working at the international level. We
should explpre this field which will ulti-
mately glorify our music, our language
andour country.
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Two films
win acclaim

Two of Impress Telefilm
Ltd:'s films, Bachelor
and Duratta, have won
awards at the 5th
Bangladesh Film
Festival in London.
Bachelor won the
Critics' Award while
newly released Duratta
won the Best Film
award.

Organised by Ralnbow
Film Society, the festival
tums the spotlight on
35 Bangladeshi feature
and short films.

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Internet-based music community amadergaan.com
will' hold a charity concert on October 8, in order to
raise funds for treatment of the ailing folk singer
Abdur Rahman Boyati.

Twenty one [rontline bands of the countrv_will
participate inthe 10- hourlong])rogmmmmuhehcld L
al the Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy. Upcoming .
bands like Artcell, Aashor, Arbovirus, Black, Birodh,
Brintochyuto, dNA, Echoes, FBR, Kronic, Metal Maze,
Celcius, Pentagon, Pepper; Stentorian and Nagorik
will join hands with big names like Miles, Feedback;,
Magsood O Dhaka, Warfazé and Aurthohin in this
concert, Popular Gono Sangeet artiste Fakir Alamgir
will also performatthe showas a guest artiste.

Tickets for the concerthave been priced at Taka 200,

Amadergaan.com has over 350 members across

the world. For the first time the community has come
upwithsuch acharity work.
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