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Award giving 

ceremony 
Anannya Literary Award- 1411 
will be awarded to poet Ruby 
Rahman for her contribution to 
poetry. Venue: Poet Sufia Kamal 
Auditorium, National Museum. 
Time: 4.30pm. 

Seminar
Plan Bangladesh, in association 
with Bangladesh Shishu Academy, 
organises a seminar and cultural 
function to celebrate the golden 
jubilee of Agami, a weekly child 
rights television programme 
broadcast by BTV. Venue: 
Bangladesh Shishu Academy 
Auditorium. Time: 3.00pm. 

Discussion
Bangladesh-Bharat Moitree 
Samity will hold a discussion on 
'Non-violent protest of Mahatma 
Gandhi against communalism'. 
Venue: Hotel Rajmoni Isha Khan, 
Kakrail. Time: 4.00pm. 

Launch 
Social Watch will launch its report 
titled 'Fear and Want: Obstacles to 
Human Security'. Venue: CIRDAP 
Auditorium, Topkhana Road. 
Time: 9.30am.

Roundtable
A roundtable on 'impediments to 
the growth of tourism industry in 
Bangladesh and their remedies' 
will be held with State Minister for 
Civil Aviation and Tourism Mir 
Mohammad Nasiruddin as chief 
guest. Venue: Hotel Abakash, 
Mohakhali. Time: 3.00pm. 

Certificate 
awarding 

ceremony
Brac organises a certificate 
awarding ceremony for the 
par ticipants of its training 
programme on 'Managing Rural 
Development' with Agriculture 
Minister M K Anwar as chief 
guest. Venue: Brac Centre Inn, 
Mohakhali. Time: 7.00pm. 

Seminar on 
recitation
Bangabandhu Abritti Academy will 
hold a seminar on the 'Role of the 
reciters in democratic movements' 
It will be followed by a session of 
recitation. Venue: Bishwasahitya 
Kendra Auditorium, Bangla Motor. 
Time: 4.30pm.   

Inauguration
The inauguration of a week-long 

training course on 'Modern 
techniques of public relations', 
organised by Bangladesh Institute 
of Communication Studies and 
Public Relations, will be held. 
Venue: Conference room of the 
institute. Time: 5.00pm.  

CAB meeting
Consumers Assoc ia t ion o f  
Bangladesh will hold a discussion 
on the quality of water tested by 
Dhaka University Lab. Venue: CAB 
conference hall, Segun Bagicha. 
Time: 3.00pm.

Scientific seminar
Bangladesh Medical College 
organises a seminar on 'Coronary 
Angiogram'. Venue: College 
building. Time: 12.00 noon. 

Publication 
ceremony
The publication ceremony of a 
book titled 'Principal Ibrahim Khan 
Smarak Grantha' will be held with 
Education Minster Dr Osman 
Farruk as chief guest. Venue: Poet 
Sufia Kamal Auditorium, National 
Museum. Time: 4.15pm.  

Prize giving 
ceremony
The prize giving ceremony of a 
chi ldren's ar t competi t ion, 
organised by Purbita, a forum of 
women artists, will be held. 
Venue: Bishwasahitya Kendra 
Auditorium, Bangla Motor. Time: 
4.00pm.

SAIC meeting
The 18th meeting of the Governing 
Board of the SAARC Agricultural 
Information Centre will be held. 
Venue: SAIC conference centre, 
Farmgate. 

Workshop
A three-day workshop on 'Fisheries 
co-management: Lessons and 
directions' will be inaugurated. 
Venue: BRAC Centre Inn, 
Mohakhali. 
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Visitors flip through books at a month-long Penguin Book Fair that began at Etc. bookstore in Gulshan 
yesterday. The exhibition will continue till October 31.    
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Renowned artist Rafiqun Nabi (right) inaugurates the Art and Soul Gallery at Gulshan in the city yesterday. On his right are Nabila Rahman, 

executive director of the gallery, and Jurg Casserini, charge d' affaires of Switzerland. Actor and writer Aly Zaker was also present as special 

guest.

Bangladesh Rice Research Institute took out a procession in Gazipur 
yesterday to mark the International Year of Rice 2004.
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Health Minister Khandaker Mosharraf Hossain hands over a prize to a meritorious student at the launching ceremony of the University of 

Liberal Arts Bangladesh at Sheraton Hotel in the city yesterday. On his left are Vice-Chancellor Kazi Shahid Ahmed and Prof Rafiqul Islam and 

on his left is State Minister for Education Ehsanul Haq Milon.

Agriculture 

accounted for 
22.8 pc of GDP 

in last fiscal
Experts tell seminar 

STAFF CORRESPONDENT 

Agriculture accounted for about 22.8 

percent of GDP in the last fiscal and the 

rice production dominated the crop 

sector with an average share of 71 

percent of gross output value of all crops, 

experts said yesterday.
The total demand for rice in 2005 will 

be 26.67 million metric tons and produc-

tion requirement of paddy will be 39.80 

million metric tons, they said at a seminar 

on 'Present status and future demand for 

rice in Bangladesh'.
The Bangladesh Rice Research 

Institute organised the seminar in 

Gazipur to mark the International Year of 

Rice 2004 and the National Rice Day 

(proposed).
The required production of paddy 

would stand at 48.69 million metric tons in 

2025 to meet the growing demand, the 

experts said.
They also suggested adopting both 

short-term and long-term strategies to 

increase production.
As short-term measures, varietal 

replacement through modern variety rice, 

increasing supply of quality seeds and 

application of improved management 

practices at farm level can be used to 

enhance rice production, they said.
They also called for developing hybrid 

rice variety.
Agriculture Minister MK Anwar 

attended the seminar as chief guest and 

Dr AR Gomosta presided over it.
Mohammad Ismail, chairman of 

BADC, Nurul Alam, chairman of BARC, 

and Dr M Mohiul Hoque, director general 

of BRRI, also spoke.
The BRRI also took out a colourful 

procession to celebrate the day. 

STAFF CORRESPONDENT 

State Minister for Education ANM 
Ehsanul Haque Milon yesterday 
criticised the private universities for low 
standard of education and called for 
giving up their commercial attitude.

The government permitted the 
universities to accommodate 
increased number of students and 
develop a quality education system, 
but the entrepreneurs could not meet 
the demand, he said at the launching 
ceremony of University of Liberal Arts 
Bangladesh (ULAB) at a city hotel.

Now the government has 
become strict in approving private 
universities, he said, adding that 
however, if any entrepreneur comes 
up with the vision of imparting 
standard education, the govern-
ment will welcome them.

Health Minister Dr Khandaker 
Mosharraf Hossain said the private 
universities also do not follow the 
guidelines properly.

They do not have own campuses 
and most of them start functioning 
with only two subjects, he added.

The minister also said these 

institutions mainly depend on part-
time teachers.

Only a few, out of 52 private 
universities, maintain a minimum 
standard of education, he said.

However, both of them appreci-
ated the University of Liberal Arts 
Bangladesh, saying that this is the 
only university that started the 
academic session on its own cam-
pus from the very beginning.

Prof Rafiqul Islam, pro-vice 
chancellor of ULAB, said the univer-
sity aimed to impart indigenous 
knowledge in global context to 
prepare the students to face the 
challenges of globalisation.

The institution will give special 
emphasis on basic research and 
publications, he added.

Vice Chancellor Kazi Shahid 
Ahmed said three more campuses 
of the university are under construc-
tion in Savar, Rayerbazar and 
Panchagrah.

The university awarded more 
than 100 students who secured 
GPA-5 in HSC examination this 
year.

  

  

Pvt varsities urged to give 
up commercial attitude

UNIVERSITY OF LIBERAL ARTS LAUNCHED 

BSS, New York

Finance Minister M Saifur Rahman 
said Bangladesh would achieve 
the United Nations (UN) millen-
nium goals for 2015 in primary 
education and women empower-
ment by 2005.

He quoted reports of the World 
Bank (WB) and the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) as saying that 
the financial management in 
Bangladesh is the best among the 
least development countries 
(LDCs).

The minister was speaking at a 
function organised by the Sonali 
Exchange on the occasion of the 
inauguration of its online money 
transfer service here on Thursday.

Saifur was critical of those who 
were spreading propaganda at 
home and abroad against the coun-
try by terming it a non-functional 
state.

"Bangladesh by any extent could 
not be termed a non-functional state 
and the BNP is not an ineffective 
political party. Rather, those who 
suffered debacle in the general 

election in 2001, bagging only 56 
seats, down from 142 in previous 
parliament, are the failed ones," he 
added.

Finance Secretary Zakir Ahmed 
K h a n ,  B a n g l a d e s h  H i g h  
Commissioner to Canada Rafique 
Ahmed Khan, Consul General of 
Bangladesh Consulate in NY 
Mohammad Mohsin Ali and Press 
Minister of Bangladesh mission in 
the UN M Muhaddes were also 
present.

More exchange houses will be 
opened in various countries, includ-
ing Japan and Korea, if the New 
York experience was found to be 
helpful, the minister said, adding 
that exchange houses have already 
been set up in Italy and Singapore.

He also called on the expatriate 
Bangladeshis to send remittances 
through the Sonali Exchange as it 
would ensure benefit for them.

He said the foreign exchange 
reserve reached 3.3 billion US 
dollars mark as a result of good 
financial management in the coun-
try.

'Fiscal management 
in Bangladesh is the 
best among LDCs'

Hopes awards 
scholarships to 
54 students 
UNB, Dhaka

Helping Organisation for Poor & 
Energetic Students (Hopes) has 
awarded scholarships to 54 stu-
dents to help them pursue higher 
studies at the university level.

The scholarships were awarded 
at the 5th annual general meeting of 
the organisation held at the Sports 
Zone in the city on Thursday.

Hopes, a non-political social 
organisation, was established by 
some businessmen to provide 
support to meritorious but poor 
students.

The awardees were selected 
from different public universities and 
specialised institutions.

AL holds milad 
for grenade 
victims
STAFF CORRESPONDENT 

Prayers were offered at a milad 
mahfil in the city on Thursday for the 
salvation of the departed souls of 
those who were killed at the August 
21 grenade attack on Awami 
League (AL) rally.

Thousands of people joined the 
milad organised by the main opposi-
tion Awami League on the occasion 
of holy Shab-e-Barat in front of the 
party office. 

They also prayed for early recov-
ery of the injured people and 
expressed sympathy for the mem-
bers of the bereaved families. 

Speaking at the milad mahfil, AL 
leaders said the grenade attack was 
not possible without the backing 
from the high-ups in the govern-
ment.

They called on all democratic, 
progressive and pro-liberation 
forces to unite to oust the govern-
ment.  

AL General Secretary Abdul Jalil 
said people are passing their days 
amidst a sense of insecurity due to 
repeated incidents of bomb and 
grenade explosions.

AL leaders Mohammad Hanif, 
Jillur Rahman and Amir Hossain 
Amu were present at the milad.

SAIC meet 
begins 
tomorrow
UNB, Dhaka

The three-day 18th meeting of the 
Governing Board of Saarc Agriculture 
Information Centre (SAIC) will begin at 
Bangladesh Agriculture Research 
Council Complex here tomorrow.

Members of SAIC Governing Board 
from the seven nations of Saarc--
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, 
Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka--will take 
part in the meeting.
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