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Abahani take on
ROK Varsities
in opener

SPORTS REPORTER

Abahani will kick off their Kings Cup
campaign in Bhutan against South
Korean Universities on September
30.

The Sky Blues left Dhaka yester-
day to take part in the 8-team tour-
namentin Thimpu.

Abahani are pitted against Indian
Army (October 2) and Nepal Xl
(October 4) in their remaining group
matches.

Strauss not
yet decided

AFP, London

England batsman Andrew Strauss
said on Sunday that he has yet to
decide whether or notto join interna-
tional teammate Steve Harmison
and boycott the scheduled tour of
Zimbabwe.

"All the players have deep-
rooted moral problems with going
on the tour. It's not an easy situation
for us to be in," Strauss told the
BBC.

"The England and Wales Cricket
Board is going to be sending out a
cricket team to Zimbabwe -- it's just
a question of which personnel go.

"I can only speak for myselfand |
haven'tmade up my mind yet."

Earlier Sunday, chairman of
selectors David Graveney insisted
that injuries will not be used as a
smokescreen to leave players out of
the controversial tour of Zimbabwe
in November.

The England and Wales Cricket
Board (ECB) have assured players
they will not face reprisals if they opt
out of the five-match one-day tour
like paceman Harmison on moral
grounds.

But Graveney said that they
remain committed to sending a full-
strength squad, and will not be using
injuries as an excuse to leave cer-
tain players out of the tour.

"The side has not been selected.
We will finalise our squad today,"
Graveney told BBC Radio Five
Live's Sportsweek programme.

"Steve Harmison is the only
player who has indicated he is not
going to Zimbabwe. We will then
announce the squad on Tuesday.

Pakistan tour
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and now people from Pakistan will
go to India and a lot of friendship will
develop."

While India won the Test and
one-day series on their first tour of
Pakistan since 1989, the PCB
earned as much as 23 million dollars
from the tour.

Pakistan had to revise its
programme for next year by inviting
Sri Lanka in October this year
instead of February-March as
scheduled to accommodate the
India tour.

Pakistan are likely to play the
Tests first, with the five-day matches
expected to start from February 25,
two weeks after their return from
Australia. The five one-day matches
will follow.

It will be Pakistan's first Test tour
to India since early 1999.

Pakistan have also agreed to
play a one-day international in India
on November 13 this year to mark
the 75th anniversary of the Board of
Control for Cricket in India.

Two batting
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but Whatmore did not want the
media to talk to the talented young-
ster.

"Give him some time. He is under
too much pressure," said Whatmore
adding that Kapali looked good in
the nets.

"He looked fine today but it is
difficult to judge someone after just
one day," said Whatmore.

Asian all-star
athletics in
Singapore

AFP, singapore

Many of Asia's best athletes began
arriving in Singapore on Monday as
the city-state prepared to host a
unique competition for the region's
elite track and field stars.

Medallists from regional events
such as the Asian Games,
Southeast Asian Games and Asian
Grand Prix events will compete in
the inaugural Asian All Stars
Athletics Champion-ship on
Tuesday.

Four Athens gold medallists,
including Chinese 110m hurdle
sensation Liu Xiang, will also travel
to Singapore for the event, however
they will only be here for promo-
tional purposes and to conduct
clinics rather than compete.

The other Athens Olympic victors
are Chinese women's 10,000
metres runner Xing Huina,
Japanese women's marathon
champion Mizuki Noguchi and
compatriot Koji Murofushi, who won
the men's hammer throw event.

Indian long-jumper Anju Bobby
George, who became her nation's
first World Championship medallist
with a bronze in Paris last year, will
be the highest profile Asian athlete
competing on Tuesday.

Anju, the Asian Games 2002
champion, beat Russian gold med-
allist Tatyana Lebedeva to win the
long jump event at the Yokohama
track and field meet last week in
Japan, after finishing sixth in
Athens.

Singapore is hoping the all-stars
conceptwillbecome anannual event.
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Sandeep Singh, who scored twice, celebrates after putting India into the lead in the second

Quetta yesterday. India

Davis Cup

Agassi factor

IO Tennis

AFP, Charleston

Andre Agassi hasn't played Davis
Cup since 2000, but US captain
Patrick McEnroe said he wouldn't rule
out a return for the eight-time Grand
Slam champion.

Andy Roddick, Mardy Fish and
Bob and Mike Bryan combined this
weekend to put the United States into
the Davis Cup final for the first time
since 1997.

But McEnroe knows they'll face a
tough challenge in Spain, who will
certainly use the host's privilege of
choosing the venue to stage the tie on
clay.

It's a surface Agassi has proved he
can succeed on - having won the
French Openin 1999.

"There's a lot of options. I'm never
going to say never about anything. If
Andre called me, I'd take his call and
go from there. But whether I'm expect-
ing thatto happen or whether I'm going
to call him myself is something I'll think
about.

"He's certainly capable of playing

great clay courttennis," McEnroe said.
"And saying that, we all know where he
stood on Davis Cup in the last few
years, and we've missed him."

Agassi boasts a 30-5 win-loss
record in a Davis Cup career stretch-
ing backto 1988.

Long a stalwart of the US side, in
recent years Agassi, now 34, has
preferred to save his ageing body from
the wear-and-tear of Davis Cup travel
and play.

"If he's interested and available, he
knows my number," McEnroe said.
"And I know his number."

But McEnroe is likely to go with the
team that delivered victories in the
quarter-finals and semi-finals.

Against Belarus here this week-
end, Roddick and Fish won both
opening singles matches before the
Bryan brothers clinched the tie with a
doubles win.

Thefinal score in the tie, usually the
best-of-five matches, will stand at 4-0
after Fish's final singles match was
scrapped because of rain with the
American leading Andrei Karatchenia
3-0.

Roddick won his meaningless
reverse singles 6-4, 6-2 over
Alexander Skrypko.

He had already done his real work
on Friday, posting a 6-1, 6-4, 6-4
victory over Vladimir Voltchkov.
Olympic silver medallist Fish beat Max
Mimyi on Friday 7-5, 6-2, 3-6, 6-3, and
the Bryans closed it out with a 6-1, 6-3,
7-5win over Mirnyiand Voltchkov.

Roddick, the world number two
admits that clay isn't his preferred
surface. His best performance at
Roland Garros was a third-round
appearancein2001.

"Its not my most comfortable
surface," Roddick said. "That's not a
secret. I'm not going to sit here and
pretend it is. But that being said, |
éonly( have to play well on clay for two
days and that's what I'm going to try to
do.

"I'm not going to let it psyche me
out. I'm going to go over there, I'm
going to give it my all. Il be fine.
Hopefully, it'll work out."

For his part, Fish was anticipating
being named to the team that heads to
Spainin December.

And he's hoping that the team can
continue their success for one more
round to bring home the 2004 Davis
Cuptitle.

NZ hit a new low in Davis Cup

lO Tennis

AFP, islamabad

New Zealand was condemned to
zonal qualifying for the first time in
its Davis Cup history after losing to
Pakistan in a hard-fought tie here
Monday.

Pakistan's unassuming hero was
Ageel Khan who overcame tough
resistance from New Zealand's
Simon Rea to win 7-6, 2-6, 3-6, 6-3,
6-2 after four and a half hours of
fierce tennis.

The Davis Cup Asia-Oceania
Zone Group | third round play-off

went into a fourth day after the last
reverse singles could not be com-
pleted due to bad light on Sunday.

The teams were level at 1-1 after
Friday's singles but Pakistan surged
ahead with a straight sets win in the
doubles.

New Zealand, who thrashed
Pakistan 5-0 in Group | last year,
came back with their number one
player Mark Nielsen upsetting
Pakistan number one Aisamul Haq
in a gruelling five-set marathon.

Rae then gave the tourists big
hope by leading 4-2 in the third set
after both players won a set each
before bad light suspended play on
Sunday.

The left hander Rae continued in
the same vein Monday morning as
he raced to a 2-1 setlead by winning
the third set 6-3.

Khan, who won three of the four
International Tennis Federation
satellite events last month, hit back
strongly to win the next two sets 6-3,
6-2 and once again played a key
role in Pakistan's win.

"This is the best ever victory of
my career as it avoided us a relega-
tion," said Khan, who lost his first
singles on Friday.

New Zealand non-playing cap-
tain Bruce Derlin refused to com-
ment despite facing several ques-
tions from the media.
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India level
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forceful hit.

India led 3-0 at halftime.

Pakistan forced two more short
corners but Abbas was left frus-
trated. India hit back and availed
themselves of openings to score
through Tushar Khandekar with 10
minutes to go.

Pakistan tried Ghazanfar Ali in
their fifth short corner and he scored
the consolation goal with just a
minute left on the clock.

"I am delighted that the team
played very well and now we are
level in the series," Indian skipper
Tirkey said. "Now we must keep the
momentum going in the remaining
matches."

India's German coach Gerhard
Rach expressed pleasure that his
team did not repeat the mistakes of
the first match. "The body language
of the Pakistani players was surpris-
ingly not spirited," he said.

Pakistan's Dutch coach Roelant
Oltmans was disappointed. "We
committed a lot of mistakes and
allowed a lot of openings to our
opponents and had to pay the
price," he said.

The remaining matches in
Pakistan will be played at Peshawar
on Wednesday and in Lahore on
October 1.

The Indian leg will comprise
matches in New Delhi (Oct 4),
Chandigarh (Oct 6), Amritsar (Oct 8)
and Hyderabad (Oct 10).

Farhat
dropped

from Pak side

AFP, Lahore

Pakistan retained experienced but out
of form wicketkeeper-batsman Moin
Khan and axed opener Imran Farhat
and all-rounder Azhar Mahmood for
their home tri-series, Pakistan Cricket
Board announced Monday.

Pakistan face Asian champions
Sri Lanka and Zimbabwe in a trian-
gular one-day tournament between
September 30 and October 16.
They meet Zimbabwe in the open-
ing game on Thursday.

The 33-year-old Moin's batting
form was miserable on an England
tour. He failed to score against
Australia in a one-day before scor-
ing 10 and 0 in the two games he
played in the ICC Champions
Trophy.

Opener Farhat was dropped
from the 15-man squad for the tri-
series after he fared poorly on tours
of Holland and England.

The selectors have included two
uncapped players, batsman Bazid
Khan and paceman Rao lIftikhar,
and recalled batsman Misbahul
Haq.

Bazid, son of former national
captain Majid Khan, hit 94 while
Misbah scored a century in a side
game against Zimbabwe last week.

Misbah was discarded last year
after he played five Tests and 11
one-day games.

Iftikhar took 41 wickets in
Pakistan's premier domestic tourna-
ment last season.

SQUAD

Inzamamul Haq (captain), Shahid
Afridi, Yasir Hameed, Salman Butt,
Bazid Khan, Shoaib Malik, Yousuf
Youhana, Moin Khan, Misbahul
Haq, Abdul Razzaq, Younis Khan,
Shoaib Akhtar, Mohammad Sami,
Navedul Hasan, Rao Iftikhar.

SL exclude
Malinga

REUTERS, Colombo

Sri Lanka have dropped paceman
Lasith Malinga in favour of the more
experienced Dilhara Fernando for
their triangular series starting in
Pakistan this week.

Left-arm spinner Rangana
Herath has been called up as a third
specialist spinner in support of leg-
spinners Upul Chandana and
Kaushal Lokuarachchi for the series
which will also feature Zimbabwe.

Middle-order batsman Thilina
Kandamby was selected to bolster the
batting, which now includes eight
frontline batsmenina 15-man squad.

Fernando was preferred to
Malinga, an exciting young pace
bowler who bowls with an unortho-
dox round-arm action, for the final
quick bowler's slot.

Off-spinner Muttiah Murali-
tharan is still recovering from shoul-
der surgery and will miss the entire
tour, traveling instead to Canada to
raise funds for charity.

Sri Lanka will be managed by
former opening batsman Brendon
Kuruppu, who takes over from Ajit
Jayasekera on a temporary con-
tract.

Sri Lanka resumed training on
Monday after returning from the ICC
Champions Trophy and leave for
Pakistan on Sunday.

The tournament starts on
September 30 when Pakistan take
on Zimbabwe at Multan.

SQUAD

Marvan Atapattu (captain), Mahela
Jayawardene (vice-captain),
Sanath Jayasuriya, Kumar
Sangakkara, Tillakaratne Dilshan,
Saman Jayantha, Avishka
Gunawardene, Farveez Maharoof,
Chaminda Vaas, Upul Chandana,
Nuwan Zoysa, Dilhara Fernando,
Thilna Kan-damby, Rangana
Herath, Kaushal Lokuarachchi.

Stay away
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beating team, but Gilchrist, who was
part of the magnificent 2001 series,
chose to put the current tour in per-
spective.

Gilchrist, however, refused to be
drawn into comparing it with the
traditional Ashes contests against
arch-rivals England.

"From a player's perspective, |
don't necessarily think this series
takes over from the Ashes. It's grown
its own identity, its own excitement.

"l probably don't think it's right to
compare it to other series and to say
one series is better than the other.

Australia open the tour with a
three-day match against national
champions Mumbai at the Brabourne
Stadium here from Thursday.

The first Tests opens in Bangalore
on October 6 and will be followed by
Madras, Nagpurand Bombay.

Deal in the dock again

% Cricket

AFP/REUTERS, New Delhi

India's Supreme Court on Monday
said it would hear a petition by a
television network against the
nation's cricket board raising further
concerns over the upcoming home
series againstAustralia.

The hearing by a five-judge bench
on the petition filed by Zee Telefims
against the Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) would com-
mence on Tuesday.

Zee is seeking to overturn the
board's decision to cancel telecast
rights which the network insists were
fairly awarded to it for the next four
years.

The case would go to the larger
panel because important contractual
issues were involved, the court said.

"It will be taken up tomorrow. It has
been referred to a five-judge bench,"
Zee lawyer Harish Salve said.

The Supreme Court also issued
notice to the federal government, the
BCCI and pan-Asian network ESPN-
Star Sports to attend Tuesday's
hearing, the Press Trust of India (PTI)
reported.

The BCCl had cancelled TV rights
worth 308 million dollars last week
following Zee's legal battle with
ESPN-Star Sports in the Mumbai

High Court and said it would make its
own arrangements for the Test
matches, which get underway next
week.

ESPN Star had also begun a case
in a lower Mumbai court over Zee's
eligibility, but the joint venture of
media giants Disney and News Corp.
withdrew its petition after the BCCl's
decision to cancel the Zee deal.

Zee, however, cried foul at the
BCCI decision and asked the
Supreme Court to stop the cricket
board from awarding the telecast
rights to another channel until the
Court had decided on its petition.

If the Court fails to arrive at an
early decision or prohibits the BCCI
from seeking help from another
network, the keenly awaited four-
match Test series may be called off.

Both the International Cricket
Council (ICC) and Cricket Australia
have said they are not in favour of the
series being played without live
television coverage.

"If the series is not shown live, its
Test status can be withdrawn," BCCI
president Jagmohan Dalmiya said.

"We will ask the Supreme Court to
giveanearly ruling."

The BCCI informed the Court it
planned to provide a live feed of the
Australian matches and two home
Tests against South Africa later this
year to the domestic audience
through state-run broadcaster
Doordarshan.

"It is not yet decided who will get
the international rights," BCCI laywer
KK Venugopal told the Court.

The Australian team, which
arrived in India on Saturday, is sched-
uled to play a three-day tour opener
at the Brabourne Stadium from
Thursday.

Even if the matches are not
beamed live, the BCCl is required to
provide mandatory video footage of
line calls to assist the third umpire.

The cricket board, worried it was
running out of time, justified asking
for fresh bids on the basis that it had
not formalised the deal with Zee on
paper and had even returned the
interim advance of 20 million dollars
paid by the network.

But Zee, India's largest listed
media company, alleged there was "a
clear collusion and conspiracy"
between the cricket board and
ESPN-Star Sports to scuttle the deal.

Zee's offer of 308 million dollars
represented a six-fold increase on
the 54 million dollars paid by
Doordarshan for the past four years,
and dwarfed even the Indian govern-
ment's annual sports budget of 44
million dollars.

With cricket taking up three-
quarters of sports advertising in India,
Zee had expected to rake in reve-
nues of upwards of 320 million dol-
lars over the four years.

Paralympics

China runaway leaders

AFP, Athens

China kicked off the last full day of
competition at the Paralympics
Monday by winning two of the first
three athletics finals, pushing their
total haul of gold medals to 55.

Second-place Britain and third-
place Canada -- combined -- have
56.

Deng Pufang, son of Deng
Xiaoping and Chairman of China's
Disabled People's Federation, will
present medals later in the day in
athletics, event organizers announ-
ced Monday. Deng, injured during
China's violent cultural revolution in
the late-1960s, is himself wheel-
chair-bound.

As the Games wind down, the
phenomenal rise of China as the
dominant powerhouse in elite sports
for the disabled is topic number one
of conversation here. "We have a lot
work to do if we want to be competi-
tive in 2008," Charlie Huebner,
managing director of US
Paralympics, told AFP.

With only two days of competi-
tion remaining, Britain would seem
to have alock on second place, with
31 gold, seven more than third place
Canada and nine more than fourth
place United States.

But the US, at least, said that an
overall "silver" is within their grasp.
"We have a chance for number two,"
insisted Huebner late Sunday,
looking ahead to a slew of medals to
be contested Monday in swimming
and athletics.

Ukraine, tied with Australia but
with fewer medals overall, also
stands a chance of a top-five gold
medal finish, which would break up
the English-speaking bloc of Britain,
the United States, Canada and
Australia.

Meanwhile, International
Paralympics Committee president
Phil Craven said that apologies to
Greece were in order for underesti-
mating its capacity to host both the
Olympics and the Paralympics ably.

"The worries about the Games
were western-oriented," Craven told
BBC on Sunday. "Now we should all
apologize for not believing them"
when they said they would be ready,
he added.

Also on Sunday, the committee
announced four more doping cases,
bringing the total thus far to seven.
As was true in Sydney four years
ago, most of the disqualified ath-
letes were "powerlifters," the
Paralym-pics equivalent to
weightlifting.

IPC spokeswoman told AFP that
oragnizers had targeted "high-risk
sports and high-risk countries" in
carrying out anti-doping tests.

"We don't have as much money
as the International Olympic
Committee, so we can't carry out as
many tests as we would like," she
added.

China can expect to continue its
harvest of precious metal Monday in
athletics and swimming. Chinese
contenders are also present in ping
pong, where 10 gold medals are up
for grabs, and in women's sitting
volleyball, where China is assured
of atleast a silver medal.

In tennis, the Netherlands exe-
cuted nearly a clean sweep, scoring
medals -- three golds, two silvers
and a bronze -- in five of six events,
ending Sunday. No other country
has so dominated a single event
except Hong Kong, which won eight
out of 15 gold medals.

The Paralympics is the world's
premier sporting event for elite
athletes with disabilities, who com-
pete in 19 sports over 12 days.
Competition -- which has featured
nearly 4,000 athletes from 136
countries -- ends on Tuesday,
followed by a closing ceremony.

Clijsters

sets for

comeback

IO Tennis

AFP, Hasselt

Former world number one Kim
Clijsters will make her long-awaited
return to action after a five-month
injury absence at this week's
170,000-dollar tournament here.

The 21-year-old Belgian has been
sidelined since May as she recov-
ered from surgery to repair a torn
tendon in her left wrist and hasn't
played since Berlin.

The wrist first became a factor for
Clijsters at Indian Wells in early
March where she was attempting to
defend hertitle.

After a first round win against
Angelika Roesch, Clijsters was
forced to remove herself from the
remainder of the tournament in order
toletherwristheal.

She returned to action more than
a month later in helping Belgium to a
pair of victories in Fed Cup first round
action.

Two weeks later, she had pre-
pared for a return to the tour, but that
attemptdidn'tlast verylong.

After a very lengthy second round
win against Marta Marrero, Clijsters
was again forced to withdraw from
the event and decided to have sur-
gery to repair her wrist - a move that
would sideline the Belgian former
No.1 for several months.

Prior to the injury, Clijsters was
enjoying a strong start to her 2004
campaign.

She began the year by reaching
the final at the Australian Open where
she fell to countrywoman Justine
Henin-Hardenne in three sets.

From there, Clijsters played back-

KIM CLIJSTERS

to-back events at Paris and in
Antwerp, winning titles at both
events.

Due to her time away from the
Tour, her ranking has dipped to
number seven.

After a first round bye this week,
Clijsters, the number two seed, will
play her first match either Iveta
Benesova or a qualifier.
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Pakistan TV row
resolved for

now
AFP, Lahore

A threatened television blackout of
the upcoming cricket tri-series was
averted Monday after two feuding
Dubai-based channels agreed to a
compromise, the Pakistan Cricket
Board said.

Board chairman Shaharyar Khan
said ARY and TEN (Taj Entertain-
ment Network) Sports have agreed
to arbitration by senior judge Munir
Sheikh.

"There will be unhindered televi-
sion broadcast of the ftri-series,"
Shaharyar said in a statement,
adding that the two channels would
jointly broadcast the matches.

Pakistan face Sri Lanka and
Zimbabwe in the one-day series
starting on Thursday.

The arbitrator will decide about
the television rights for future series.

TEN Sports and ARY last year
jointly won the broadcasting rights
for international cricket matches in
Pakistan for 43 million dollars for a
period of five years.

However TEN Sports filed a
court case against ARY, accusing it
of obstruction.

Naikkhangchari
bow out

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Bandarban

Naikkhangchari Upazila Krira
Sanghstha bowed out of the
Bandarban Football League after
suffering their second successive
defeat yesterday.

Naikkhangchari, who lost to
Police 3-0 in their first match, tasted
a more embarrassing 6-0 defeat to
Thikadar Kalyan Samity in yester-
day's match at the local stadium.

With three points from two
matches, Thikadar Kalyan Samity
still have a chance to move into the
second round.

Ruma Upazila Krira Sanghstha
will take on UFA Club in today's
match.

School basketball
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Leafin the girls'final at 3.30 pm.
Minister for Science, Infor-

mation and Communication

Technology Dr. Abdul Moyeen Khan

will distribute prizes as the chief

guest.
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