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CRACKDOWN ON OPPOSITION ACTIVISTS

Police, BDR arrest over
1,000 in capital alone

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Five months into the wholesale
arrests ahead of opposition Awami
League's April 30 deadline to topple
the coalition government, the police
and paramilitary forces on Tuesday
launched another countrywide
mass-arrest drive in the run-up to
the political programmes of the
mainstreamopposition parties.
The government this time has
ordered a crackdown on the grass-

yesterday.

roots-level organisers of main-
stream opposition parties to foil the
planned series of anti-government
programmes, the October 3 grand
rallyin particular,

The next course of oust-
government movement is likely to
be announced from the rally,
according to sources close to the
opposition parties,

During the last 72 hours, plain-
clothes and uniformed policemen
and paramilitary Bangladesh Rifles

(BDR) arrested more than 1,000
people, 52 ofthemin blockraids.
Police record however puts the
number of arrests at only 421. Of the
arrestees, over 500 were caught in
overnightraids on Fridayaloneinthe
capital. Police authorities claimed
the drive is part of their regular
anticrime crackdowninthe capital.
Police sources said the crack-
down began well ahead of the oppo-
sition parties' 50-kilometre human
chain programme from Gazipur to

Narayanganj, But the police intensi-
fied the drive as the human chain
programme was a success with the
spontaneous/participation of thou-
sands ofopposition leaders, workers
and supporters.

No central, city, thana or ward
unit frontline leaders, however,
would be arrested in line with an

instruction ofthe governmenthigh- |,

ups, the sources added. Rather,
efficientorganisersatthe grassroots
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‘Arrestees look from behind bars, right, as a policeman frisks other opposition workers before putting them into custody at Ramna Police Station

Dhaka an active partner
in war on terrorism

Morshed urges UN to play central role in Iraq democracy

UNB, Dhaka

Foreign Minister M Morshed Khan
has urged the United Nations to
effectively address theroot causes of
terrorism and rid the world of its
tragiceonsequences,

"The disturbing experiences,
including rise in senseless terror-
ism, warn us that failure in develop-

| ment’is an option.and that poverty

can breed terrorism,” he said at the

. plenary of the 59th UN General

Assembly (UNGA) in New York on
Thursday.

Khan, who is leading the
Bangladesh delegation to the UNGA
meeting, said Dhaka remains an

active coalition partner in the war °

against terrorism and committed to

, implementing anti-terrorism con-

ventions adopted at regional and
internationallevels,

PHOTO: AFP
Morshed Khan addresses the ple-
nary session of United Nations
General Assembly on Thursday.

» Supporting the concept of disar-
mament and development, he said
nuclear weapons make a direct and
legitimate concern for Bangladesh
for its geographical location in
South Asia.

He said Bangladesh supports all
measures, partial or otherwise,
towards arms control, conventional
and nucleardisarmarnent.

On recurrent floods that impede
development in' Bangladesh, the

* foreign minister sought measuresto

deal with this problemin asustained
manner through proper manage-
ment of water resources in South
Asia.

"In the final analysis, itis thelong
term rehabilitation and reconstruc-
tion measures that also require
international support,” he told the
worldassembly.

SEE PAGE 11 COL 3

Unlikely foes in today's final

AFP London

It's theending no-one predicted but
that won't matter to England and
West Indies when they contest the
ICC Champions Trophy final here at
The Ovaltoday.

England have never won a major
one-day tournament and this com-
petition, the only event outside of
the World Cup featuring all of the
sport's leading 10 Test nations, is
certainlythat.

Meanwhile, West Indies, beaten

inthe inaugural Champions Trophy

final by South Africa in 1998, have
notwon an important limited-overs
compeétition since 1979 when they
overwhelmed England to win their
second World Cup in a one-sided
Lord'sshowpiece.

The present day teams know
each other well. Already this year
they have played eight Tests -- with
England winning seven including a
4-0 whitewash on home soil earlier
this season.

However, their 2004 one-day
record is much closer with West
Indies winning four times, England
threeand one no-result.

Maostrecently, West Indieswon by
seven wickets at Lord's in July to

SEE PAGE 11 COL3
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Manmohan,
Musharraf
begin talks

AFP, NewYork

others yesterday,

Top Jessore
terror killed
in 'crossfire’
with cops

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Jessore

Mahmud Hasan Monju, a top terror
of Jessore, was killed in 'crossfire'
with police at Birampur village
under Sadar upazila in the early
hoursyesterday.

Detective police arrested Monju,
also a ringleader of outlawed Purba
Banglar Communist Party (PBCP-
Janajuddha), at his father-in-law's
house at Jalkar village on Thursday
and took him to Kotwali Police
Station forinterrogation.

On his statement, detectives took
Maonju to Birampur village at about
2:00pm to recover arms and ammii-
nition from an abandoned house
belonging to Awami League leader
Bimol Ray Chowdhury. They
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Trader shot
dead at
Bhasantek

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The leaders of India and Pakistan
met in New York yesterday for talks
aimed at jump-starting the peace
process between the two neigh-
bours.

“Pakistan's President Pervez
Musharraf and India's Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh met at
the Roosevelt Hotel in New York,
where both have been attending the
UN General Assembly;

They were to hold one-one-one
talks before being joined by the
foreign ministers of both countries,
officials said.

It is their first meeting since
Singh took office after a surprise
electionvictoryinMay.

There are few expectations of a
breakthrough, but some hope that it
will build some momentum in talks
between the South Asian neighbors,
especially on the issue of the dis-
puted region of Kashmir.

But there are hopes that it will
help spur on a process that has
made little progress since Musharraf
met with Singh's predecessor Atal
BehariVajpayee inJanuary.

"I am very hopeful and optimis-
tic of results,” Musharraf told report-
ers on the sidelines of the UN
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Boyish prank brings
bomb scare at
Shahjalal Shrine

STAFE CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

An apparent prank of a teenage boy
panicked the Juma congregation at
the mosque of Hajrat Shahjalal
Shrine hereyesterday.

A bomb scare seized the wor-
shippers asthey sawablack metailic
object suddenly fall on a Shamiana
(covering) overhead during the
Khutba before the prayer, witnesses
and policesaid.

Thelawenforcers on duty rushed
to the spot and found the suspect
objectto be nothingbut atypewriter
rollerwrappedin acarbonpaper.

Police later arrested Habban, a
13-year-old student of the madrasa
attached to the shrine, who admit-
ted to having thrown the thing from
the first floor of the madrasa build-
ing ‘justforfun',

Habban is the son of Mufti
Mohammad Zakaria, a teacher of
thesame Dargah Madrasa,

He was taken to the local police
station for interrogation and a case
wasfiled.

I

Miscreants shot dead a trader at
Bhasantek in Kafrul yesterday, a few
days after police made him awitness
10 an ‘arms case againstan operative
ofthegang.

Witmesses said two of the gang,
Redoy and Hanif, sprayed Abdul
Karim Matbor, 35, owner of a gro-
cerystore, with bulletsin front of the
store at 5, West Bhasantek at around
9:00am.

Karim was the key-witness to a
case filed under Arms Act against
Galakata Hanif, a member of the
gang, after police arrested him with
firearm from the house of Karim's
sister Banu Begum in the area a few
daysago, y

"Two youths came to the grocery
and one, after lighting a cigarette
called Karim out of his shop. Ashe
came out, they started shooting at
him," said Monir Hossain, a witness
totheincident. .

Relatives admitted him to Dhaka
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- Residents demonstrate, right, after a passenger bus, left, crashed Into roadside shops and shanties at Pallab, killing seven people and injuring at least 10

Bus kills 7 as helper at
wheel loses control

4 bodies allegedly taken away by unknown people

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A helper yesterday crashed a pas-

senger bus into roadside shops and,

shanties at Pallabi killing seven
people and injuring at least 10 oth-
ers, mostlywomen and children.

The dead include two six-year-
old children -- Bablu and Sheuli -~
Shahin, 25, and Selim, 28.

Locals alleged unknown people
stole the bodies of Sheuli and the
restof the dead s three unidentified
people including a woman --
besides taking away the killer helper
fromtheirhold.

The injured are Bablu's mother
Fatema, 27, and sisters Sumaiya, 5,

and Sharna, 3, and Sony, 10, Shama,
5, Jamal, 20, Jamila, 35, Rabeya, 45,
Shahana, 25, and an unknown man
of55.

Witnesses said the bushelperlost
control of the empty Bikalpa Auto
Service bus (Dhaka Metro-Ja 11-
2935) while driving on Ceramic
Main Road in Tekerbari slum area
under Pallabi Police Station at
around 11:30am.

"The driver was training the
helper to drive. The helper was
driving slowly but lost control when
he neared a tea-stall,” said
Shahabuddin, a local tailor who
witnessed the accident.

The bus hit the roadside teashop,

flattening it to the groundandkilling
Selim, a rickshawpuller and tenant
of a nearby shanty. It also ran over
Shahin, Selim's brother-in-law and
also a rickshawpuller, and' Sheuli
and Rabeya, who had ‘gone there to
buybetelleaves, afewyards away.

The bus then veered into a gro-
cery stall injuring Jamila, Zaman
and Sharna standing in front and
scattered the goodson theroad.

Bablu and an unknown woman,
who were also standing in front of
the stall, got tangled with the
bumper of the bus, which then
swerved into Fatema's shack while
shewas cooking,
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MODHUMOTI MODEL TOWN

Lawful breach of the law

PINAKI ROY

A realty company has for long been
fillingup avastareaintheflood-flow
zone near Amin Bazar to develop a
housing estate in defiance of the
city's master plan and the city plan-
ners, with anunexpected backing of
the country's higher courts.

The developer, Metromakers and
Developers Limited, is filling 350
acres of swampy land in two
mouzas, Bilmalia and Baliarpur, at
the city outskirts to build a township
christened Modhumoti Model
Town.

Both the mouzas are in the
Dhaka west flood-flow zone, where
Dhaka Metropolitan Development
Plan (1995-2015) specifically dis-
couraged any real estate develop-
ment:

"This is a flood plane and all
development should be discour-
aged here to enable free flow of
floodwater. There will be consider-
able negative effect on the sur-
rounding areas if natural flow of
floodwater is prevented,” warned

urban planning expertsinthe plan.

Experts think this year's pro-
longed flooding in the capital was
partly a payback for the massive
land filling in the flood-flow zone
andotherlow-lyingareas,

Metromakers has not only
obtained no permission of Rajdhani
Unnayan Kartripakkha (Rajuk) for
the earth filling but actually has
been forbidden it several times by
thecity planningauthorities.

"Metromakers is registered with
the Rajuk as a real estate developer.
But we neither approved its
Modhumoti Model Town projectnor
permitted to fill land in the flood-
flow zone," said Rajuk Member
(Administration and Land) H M
ZahurulHaqg.

Under the project, the 350 acres
of flood-flow land the realty com-
pany has been filling near Amin
Bazarwould be tumed into a town-
ship comprising 2,526 residential
plots of different sizes.

Metromakers Managing Director

A F M Zahangir argued, "When we.

launched the project in 1930, Rajuk

did not have any such regulations
and so we needed not the permis-
sion.”

Zahangir said they started pur-
chasingland for the housing project
in 1990 and developing and selling
out housing plots in 2000, adding
the company. sought Rajuk's per-
mission forthe model townin 2002.

On July 20, 2003 Rajuk secretary
officially turned down the project
proposal informing Metromakers
that the city development authori-
ties did not have any scope to con-
sider the projectas itwas situated in
the flood-flowzone,

Metromakers then filed a writ
petitionwith the High Couft against
Rajuk for not approving its housing
project. After the hearing, the High
Court stayed the earth filling butin
July2004 vacated that stay.

The High Court on September 1
vacated yet another stay of the
project work that it had ordered

earlier upon a petition of

Bangladesh Environment Lawyer's
Association (Bela) filed onAugust14.
SEE PAGE 11 COL 3
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Areal estate developeris filling up 350 acres of swampy land in Dhaka west flood-flow zone on the outskirts of the capital to build ‘Modhumoti Model Town'
without permission of Rajuk. The map, inset, indicates the flood-flow zone. '
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