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Contraband
drugs worth
Tk 6 lakh
seized

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Directorate of Drug Administration
(DDA) seized contraband drugs
wroth around Tk 6 lakh at Midford
Medicine Market on Tuesday.

A DDA team raided two drug
stores Messers Kushum Medical
Hall and Messers DR pharmacy --
at Islampurin the city and seized 45
items of unregistered and contra-
band drugs.

The DDA will continue such
raids, said a pressrelease.

PHOTO: STAR

Sammilita Ainjibi Parishad joins a 50-km human chain at Muktangang in the city yesterday to show no confi-
dence to the coalition government. Opposition parties organised the programme.

OVERSEAS EMPL

OYMENT

'Ensure equal access for women'

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a discussion yesterday
called on the government to ensure
equal access to overseas employ-
ment for both men and women.

Diversification of overseas
employment opportunities should
actively be promoted for both male
and female, they said.

Bangladesh Migration
Development Forum (BMDF) organ-
ised the discussion in the city.

The participants said all the
international treaties and conven-
tion regarding the protection of the
rights of migrant workers should be
examined thoroughly for ratification
and reflected in the government's
policy on overseas employment.

A sound migration policy is very
important for developing countries
like Bangladesh, said Dalil Uddin
Mandal, secretary of the Ministry of
Expatriates' Welfare and Overseas
Employment.

Referring to trafficking in women,
he said acute unemployment crisis
is partly responsible for it.

Some of the women who want to
go abroad illegally in search of jobs
fell victim to trafficking, Mandol said.

He said the government was
going to sign agreements with
countries recruiting workers so that
nobody falls victim to harassment.

Ferdous Ara Begum, joint secre-
tary of the ministry of women and
children affairs, called for coopera-
tion among foreign, expatriates'
welfare, labour and women and
children affairs ministries to formu-
late a sound migration policy.

"After the expiry of MFA (Multi-
Fibre Agreement), many female
garment workers would be out of
job. So we have to pay attention to
female migrant workers to face the
situation," she said.

She also said there should not be
any ban on aged working women
who want to migrate for jobs.

Michele Foster, deputy high
commissioner of Australia, said
female migrant workers account for
10 percent of total migrant workers
in Bangladesh, but in Sri Lanka,
Indonesia and Philippines the
number of female migrant workers
are much higher.

Justin  MacDermott, officer-in-
charge of International Organisation
for Migration, presided over the
discussion.
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