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Premiership

Silvestre sinks Liverpool

I/ Football

AFP, Manchester

Arare double from French defender
Mikael Silvestre handed
Manchester United teammate Rio
Ferdinand a victorious Premiership
return to the team in a 2-1 victory
over Liverpool here on Monday.

Ferdinand had earned an instant
recall from manager Sir Alex
Ferguson on finishing his eight-
month ban for missing a drugs test
and gave an assured performance
at the back as United dominated
most of the match.

Silvestre though was the
goalscoring hero as he scored with
two headers -- one in each half --
while Liverpool had briefly levelled
at 1-1 through a fortuitous own-goal
by John O'Shea.

Ferdinand was just delighted to
have got back to playing football.

"It was never going to be easy
and | was under no illusions it would
be easy both physically and men-
tally and nice to play the ball
around," the 25-year-old England
international told Sky Sports.

He admitted that the physical
wear and tear of the match had
takenits toll.

"l guess it was a huge loss of
nervous energy and | needed some
sugar intake and the physio brought
the bar around to give me.

"I'm not looking back, I'm looking
to the future to play football like |
wanted to when | was a kid.

"I never ever failed to accept
responsibility and thatis a fact.

"Itis for others to learn from and the
next person to do that knows what will
happen. He will be bang torights."

Ferguson was delighted with the
ease that Ferdinand had played
himself back into the match.

"Rio was superb," purred the
Scot.

"He brings a composure and an
authority to the defence that was
missing. The back four were really
good, defending quickly and
aggressively."

"It is a very welcome win after a
lot of injuries. Its a wonderful win
against historically our biggest
rivals.

"The only thing that worried me
was not scoring goals in the first-half
and the first 15 minutes of the sec-
ond half they made life very difficult
forus.

There was not such good news
for England coach Sven-Goran
Eriksson in the case of Liverpool
midfielder Steven Gerrard, who
went off in the first-half and is feared
to have broken a metatarsal bone in
his foot and could be out for six to
eightweeks.

"No one was behind me when
(Xabi) Alonso passed to me," said
Gerrard.

"I'turned but my foot stayed in the
turf.

"It is a disappointing result for us
but we paid for our first-half perfor-
mance and it was equally disap-
pointing to concede two goals to set
pieces and to the same player."

Liverpool's Spanish manager
Rafael Benitez said Gerrard's injury
was a body blow.

"Gerrard is a bad blow. For us it
looks like he will be out for six to
eightweeks.

"He will
tomorrow."

Liverpool equalised against the
run of play as Steve Finnan's header
from Alonso's freekick was going
across goal but rebounded off Roy
Carroll's thigh onto O'Shea's knee
and over the line in the 54th minute.

Liverpool were a changed side
after that piece of luck and Alonso's
compatriot Josemi tried a bold effort
from 30 metres out which just sailed
over the bar.

However all that new found
confidence disappeared in the 66th
minute as Silvestre rose imperiously
to meet Ryan Giggs' corner and
power itinto the net.

Alonso though refused to lie
down and unleashed a superb effort
in the 70th minute as he spied
Carroll off his line and from 40
metres shot, but the United keeper
was just able to get back and parry
it.

be examined again

Argentine defender Gabriel
Heinze came to United's rescue with
five minutes remaining as the ball
whipped across the box but just as it
looked like it would fall to Milan
Baros, the Olympic gold medallist
stuck out a foot to concede a corner.

Ferdinand was called for a foul
on Luis Garcia in the third minute as
he clattered him from behind. From
the resulting freekick Djibril Cisse
was presented with a glorious
chance from Josemi's low cross but
he airkicked it from just five metres
out.

Portuguese star Cristiano
Ronaldo produced a superb run and
shot from distance in the 10th min-
ute which beat Jerzy Dudek --
making his 100th start for Liverpool -
- but came off the post and it was
eventually cleared for a corner.

Two minutes later and Ruud van
Nistelrooy was unfortunate not to
get a penalty from referee Graham
Poll as the Dutch master turned
Sami Hyppia in the box and was
blatantly held back, though he got
his shot in which was cleared for a
corner by Dudek's legs.

The pressure eventually told in
the 20th minute as Ronaldo's excel-
lent freekick was met perfectly by
Silvestre, who had slipped into the
box totally unnoticed by the
Liverpool defence, to head firmly
past Dudek for his first goal since
March.

Liverpool had to wait till the 26th
minute to have their first shot as
Josemi let fly from far out on the right
but his shot curled wide of the post.

United had another opportunity to
score a minute later as a fine cross
from Giggs - making his 600th appear-
ance for United - was met by van
Nistelrooy but he could only direct it
into Dudek's welcoming arms.

It was Ronaldo's turn next as
Liverpool were run ragged, the
Portuguese teenager shooting just
wide of the post from inside the box
after the visitors defence failed to
clear effectively.

English Premiership table after
Monday's match (played, won, drawn,
lost, goals for, goals against, points):

Arsenal 6 51 021 7 16
Chelsea 6420 6114
Everton 6 411 8 613
Bolton 6 3 2111 811
Tottenham 6 2 4 0 4 2 10
Middlesbroughé 3 1 2 11 10 10

PREVIEW: Serie A
Juve looking good

I/ Football

AFP, Rome

ltalian league leaders Juventus
defend their flawless record away to
Sampdoria on Wednesday in the
third round of Serie Amatches.

Champions in 2002 and 2003,
Juve have won their first two games
against Brescia and Atalanta,
scoring five goals and conceding
none.

Having leaked 42 goals last
season, the Turin giants addressed
their defensive problems in the
summer by signing Fabio
Cannavaro from Inter Milan and
French full-back Jonathan Zebina
from Roma.

France international Lilian
Thuram has moved from the right-
hand side of the defence to partner
Italy captain Cannavaro in the
centre and this positional switch
along with the new acqusitions
appears to be paying off.

It's still early days and time will
tell if Juve's vulnerability at the back
is a thing of the past, but coach
Fabio Capello believes his team are
looking very solid atthe moment.

the defence," said Capello, who
took the reins of the Turin club in
June after Marcello Lippi left to take
charge of the Italian national team.

"We have done that successfully
and everyone deserves credit for
that, not only those who play at the
back. I'mreally pleased with the way
in which we have begun the season,
butit's only the start.

"We have to continue like this,
with concentration, humility and a
great desire to help each other out."

Juventus rarely moved out of
second gear to overcome newly-
promoted Atalanta on Sunday.

A goal in each half from French
international David Trezeguet was
enough to secure the three points,
but Capello insisted it was far from a
walkin the park.

"It wasn't easy to beat Atalanta
as they gave us very little space in
which to play in the first-half," said
the 58-year-old, who won four
league titles as coach of AC Milan
before claiming the Scudetto with
Roma three years ago.

"Then after that we improved and
gave practically nothing away. But
these games are like traps, the ones
in which you can throw away impor-
tant points and come back to haunt

who scored twice in the last six
minutes to win at Bologna at the
weekend, host Messina at the San
Siro where striker Filippo Inzaghi
could start for the title-holders.

The 31-year-old ltaly interna-
tional came on as a substitute on
Sunday after missing five-and-a-
half months of action due to an ankle
injury.

Inzaghi said he was very emo-
tional after receiving such a warm
reception as he trotted on to the
pitch in the 60th minute.

"I was really touched by the
applause | received from the Milan
and Bologna fans," he said.

"l was a little nervous before the
match, but my apprehension soon
disappeared because | was so keen
toplay."

Inter Milan, held to successive
draws in their first two matches, visit
Atalanta, while Roma, beaten 4-3 at
Messina on Sunday, host Lecce.

FIXTURES

(All 1830 GMT kick-off): AC Milan v
Messina, Atalanta v Inter Milan,
Brescia v Lazio, Cagliari v Siena,
Chievo v Udinese, Palermo v
Fiorentina, Parma v Bologna,
Reggina v Livorno, Roma v Lecce,

PHOTO: REUTERS

Manchester United's Rio Ferdinand (top) celebrates Mikael Silvestre's (bottom 3rd L) goal against Liverpool with teammates in their Premier

League match at Old Trafford on September 20.

Real-ly bad

m Football

AFP, madrid

Promising that there would be "no
revolutions" and warning echoing his
predecessor's forecast that coaching
Real Madrid was a "tough but beautiful
task," unheralded Mariano Garcia
Remon stepped out of the shadows
Monday to replace Jose Antonio
Camacho atthe Bernabeu.

"There will be no revolutions. It's
a tough task but a very beautiful one
to be able to take on an interesting
project,” Remon said as he
emerged blinking into the limelight
at the world's biggest football-cum-
marketing machine.

With almost precisely 30 hours to
prepare the side for a Spanish
league game on Tuesday at home to
Osasuna it was music to Remon's
ears to hear all-powerful club presi-
dent Florentino Perez insist that the
new man at the helm "is not a transi-
tory coach."

Rather, Perez hoped that Remon
will as a "recognised madridista,
who embodies the culture of the
club, as well as being a great person
of experience" take the club forward
and serve it for "many years."

"He will be there for this season
and we hope much longer, this is not
transitory," Perez insisted on Radio
Marca.

Yet with only three league games
and one Champions League game
played this term Real have changed
horses not so much in mid-stream
but with one front hoof of their white
charger having barely left the river-
bank.

Moreover, Real have been here
before often enough -- and under
Perez's own stewardship.

Last year he decided it was time
to wield a new broom, sacking
Vicente Del Bosque, himself a
'recognised madridista’ to the extent

that in less than four years at the
helm he had landed not just two
league titles but two European
Cups.

For Perez, however, a breath of
fresh air was required in the shape
of former (and indeed now current)
Manchester United assistant coach
Carlos Queiroz.

A Champions League quarter-
final knockout and fourth place
finish in the league later and
Queiroz was history, Perez saying
hiring the hapless Portuguese had
been "a mistake" all along.

Enter Camacho, eight times a
league champion with Real and a
man whose blood would surely
bleed meringue white if one were to
cut him and his observation that "I
am alone, the dressing room does
not back me" would suggest there
are those who have tried.

Yet Camacho's resignation after
a Champions League thumping at
Bayer Leverkusen and a limp
league loss to Espanyol is a spec-
tacular case of deja vu.

The former Spanish national
coach had spent all of 23 days in
charge in 1998 only to fall out with
former president Lorenzo Sanz over
transfer policy and quit, only to be
welcomed back into the fold six
years later.

After a Portuguese Cup netted
during a sabbatical at Benfica the 49-
year-old Camacho, who had previ-
ously performed ‘fireman' roles at
several clubs, including Rayo
Vallecano (1991-93), Sevilla (1996-
97) and Espanyol (1997-98),
returned only to find the heat in a
galactico-filled kitchen too much to
bear.

While taking responsibility for
losses on the pitch Camacho's off-
pitch asides have spoken volumes.

"I don't feel | have the team's
backing and prefer to step down,"
was an observation which said it all.

Despite talk in the media of

dressing room intrigue some play-
ers have spoken up for him, includ-
ing the outspoken Roberto Carlos.

"We as players are to blame and
take responsibility," insisted the
Brazilian wingback.

"Camacho is a good guy -- a
spectacular person who takes the
blame on behalf of everyone," the
World Cup winner told Onda Cero
radio, while adding that "I've lived
through worse situations at Real
Madrid.

Reserve keeper Cesar Sanchez
told Cadena Ser radio Real had
been full of "anxiety" in recent
games and welcomed Remon's
promotion as "we need someone
who knows us well, such as
Mariano."

Perez, who has sought to stuff as
many galactico superstars into a
team which looks so often more like
a collection of gifted individuals,
admitted meanwhile that "this squad
of players with so much talent is
tough to administer."

He added curtly that "we are a
club which seeks excellence and
perfection," while accepting that for
a coach "the pressure that goes with
(the post) is difficult to imagine."

Now Remon has the pressure
demon on his back -- until such time
as Perez decides to cast a glance
elsewhere, perhaps in the direction of
former Real favourite Hugo Sanchez,
who led Mexico's Pumas to a friendly
win atthe Bernabeu last month.

Other candidates could variously
include former Dortmund and
Bayern Munich coach Ottmar
Hitzfeld, or maybe even England
boss Sven-Goran Eriksson.

Then there is former Valencia and
Inter Milan technician Hector Cuper,
orex-Argentina boss Marcelo Bielsa.

Or perhaps this time the ejector
seat will be nailed down for long
enough for the new incumbent to
prove his worth and football's most
unforgiving environment.

"Juventus have always scored YOUcometheendoftheseason.” Sampdoria v Juventus
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Inzy edgy, Lara upbeat

FROM PAGE 13

"It is not a good one-day wicket. In
my opinion it is a difficult track," he
said.

Coach Bob Woolmer added:
"Anyone who's played here will
have an advantage. It's very differ-
ent to Edgbaston, so we'll have to
concentrate hard."

Pakistan and West Indies have
not faced each other since February
2002, when Pakistan won a one-day
series played on neutral territory in
Sharjah 2-1.

And they have had the upper
hand in 13 matches since the two
sides last met in England during the
1999 World Cup, winning nine of
them.

TEAMS

PAKISTAN (from): Inzamamul Haq
(captain), Yasir Hameed, Imran
Farhat, Shoaib Malik, Yousuf
Youhana, Abdul Razzaq, Shahid
Afridi, Moin Khan, Navedul Hasan,
Mohammad Sami, Shoaib Akhtar,
Azhar Mahmood, Salman Bultt,
Younis Khan.

WEST INDIES (from): Brian Lara
(captain), Chris Gayle, Wavell
Hinds, Ramnaresh Sarwan,
Shivnarine Chanderpaul, Ricardo

Powell, Dwayne Bravo, Ryan Hinds,
Courtney Browne, lan Bradshaw,
Corey Collymore, Mervyn Dillon,
Darren Sammy, Sylvester Joseph.

Umpires: Darrel Hair and Simon
Taufel (both Australians).

Pakistan win
W Indies win
Tied

PCB steps

FROM PAGE 13
43 million dollars last year for a
period of five years. But differences
erupted between the two channels
overtheissue.

"TEN Sports filed a court case
against ARY, charging them of not
allowing them to work smoothly,"
Haider said.

Lahore High Court judge Syed
Jamshed Ali Shah on Monday
adjourned the hearing for three days
to give the PCB chief time to resolve
the matter, he said.

'God save India’

FROM PAGE 13
High Court over the awarding of
television rights for international
cricket for the next four years to rival
Zee network for a whopping 308
million dollars.

The BCCl itself ended the imbro-
glio by telling the court it had
cancelled the original tender which
prompted ESPN-Star Sports to
withdraw its petition that Zee was
not qualified to bid since it did not
have two years experience of tele-
casting cricket as desired by the
BCCI.

A BCCI source told AFP it may
separately sell the rights for the
Australian series and later call for
fresh bids.

"Our immediate priority is the
Australian series," the source said.
"We may decide to produce the
pictures ourselves or give it to
someone todoitforus."

Cricket officials, meanwhile,
were focussed on the reported
contest between federal minister
Sharad Pawar and opposition
leader Arun Jaitley to succeed
Dalmiya as president.

Dalmiya, whose three-year term
as BCCI president ends next week,
has been appointed patron-in-chief
ofthe body for the next three years.

Easy win for
Sangu Boys

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Bandarban

Sangu Boys Club got off to a flying
start in the Bandarban Football
League when they crushed
Deshbandhu Ekadash 3-0 in yester-
day's match atthe local stadium.

Rafique struck twice and Tapash
score one but Bablu stole the man-
of-the-match for the winners.

Alikadam Upazila KS will meet
Reegrikhaong Juba Samity in
today's match.

Warne leads
advance party

AFP, undated

Shane Warne and three Australian
teammates fly to India on
Wednesday for a cricket tour which
remains in doubt due to a legal
battle over television rights.

Warne, Cameron White, Justin
Langer and Nathan Hauritz will be
joined in India next week by the
players who are part of the one-day
team contesting the ICC
Champions Trophy in England.

But the tour depends on the
outcome of a case which was due to
resume later Tuesday in the High
Courtin Bombay.

The Board of Control for Cricket
in India (BCCI) is hoping the High
Court will quickly dispose off the TV
rights legal battle between two rival
networks so the high-profile Test
series can be telecast live.

"We're not expecting any further
advice until the court case is over.
We're in their hands," Cricket
Australia spokesman Peter Young
said Tuesday.

"We're continuing to plan to go
there after the Champions Trophy,
and will continue to do so unless
we're advised the TV coverage can't
goahead."

He said Cricket Australia chair-
man Bob Merriman wrote to the
BCClI last week outlining Australia's
concerns.

"He pointed out in that letter the
formal consequences for us should
the TV coverage not be possible,"
Young said.

The letter, which has been tabled
as part of the court case, explained
the sponsorship difficulties which
would flow from the cancellation or
non-televising of the series.

Australia are due to play one
warm-up game and four Tests, with
the first beginning in Bangalore on
October 6.

Meanwhile, the three-day tour
opener will now be held in Bombay
instead southern city of Hyderabad.
The match against Ranji Trophy
champions Bombay starts on
September 30.

Pele's shirt
goes

for $105,600

REUTERS, London

The shirt worn by Pele when he
scored two goals as a 17-year-old
for Brazil in the 1958 World Cup final
against Sweden was sold at auction
at Christie's on Tuesday for 59,000
pounds ($105,600).

The blue, short-sleeved, v-
necked shirt with Pele's number 10
on the back went to a telephone
buyer for substantially less than the
pre-sale estimate of 70-100,000
pounds.

It had been on show at a
museum in Sao Paolo but was sold
offtoraise funds.

In 2002, the number 10 shirt Pele
wore in the 1970 World Cup final
fetched 157,750 pounds
($283,000).

Also at Tuesday's auction the
England shirt worn by midfielder
Paul Gascoigne in the 1990 World
Cup semifinal against West
Germany was sold for 24,000
pounds.

Gerrard blow

REUTERS, London

Liverpool and England midfielder
Steven Gerrard will be out of action
for two months after breaking his left
foot, his club says.

Gerrard, who will now miss
England's World Cup Group Six
qualifiers against Wales and
Azerbaijan next month, was injured
during Liverpool's 2-1 Premier
League defeat at Manchester
United on Monday.

The midfielder, who will also miss
several domestic and Champions
League matches, fractured the fifth
metatarsal in his left foot.

England play Wales on October
9 and Azerbaijan four days later.

Size Richards'
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was a huge following for the game.

"l don't want to say anything
about the big venues rather I'm sad
that you lack enough grounds. This
is an important factor for develop-
ment of any game. | don't know
about your domestic structure but it
is my observation your team's
performance might be far better if
you have good domestic competi-
tions," he observed.

Richards known for his forthright
views also took a swipe at cricket's
establishment for arranging too many
cricket tournaments around the world
within a short space oftime.

"There has hardly been any excite-
mentin this tournament. Itis notwise to
stage the World Cup and ICC
Champions Trophy within a short gap.
The format of the tournament is also
not perfect. You can't expect good
competition when you allowed poor
sidesinthe meet," he said.

Maradona

in Cuba

I’ ¥ Football

AFP, Havana

Argentine football legend Diego
Maradona arrived at Havana late
Monday to undergo treatment for his
addiction to cocaine.

Maradona, 43, made no com-
ment on alighting from his Copa
Airlines flight and was met by Cuban
Health Minister, Armando Balaguer,
and Jose Miyar Barruecos, an aide
to President Fidel Castro, who is a
close friend of the retired football
star.

Overweight, wearing jeans and a
blue-and-white, short-sleeve shirt,
Maradona greeted his driver before
stepping inside a car and driving away.

Argentine Ambassador Raul
Taleb said Maradona was sched-
uled for a medical exam at the
Interna-tional Center for Medical
Surgery, where top members of the
Cuban government are regularly
treated.

Following his exam, Maradona
will be admitted to the Mental Health
Centre, a government-run estab-
lishment that restricts the freedom
of movement of its patients, a com-

plaint Maradona made against the
Argentine government when it
balked at his request to be allowed
totravel to Cuba.

An Argentine court though ruled
that the 1986 World Cup winner
could only be treated in The Mental
Health Centre (CENSAM) in
Havana and nowhere else on the
island.

Maradona in Argentina gave an
emotional television interview on the
eve of his departure saluting his fans.

"llove you very deeply," he said.

"l will do my best to stay alive. |
am still with you, whatever happens
in the future it will be me who
decides and not others.

"I love you all with all my
heart....with the heart that remains
tome."

Only 10 days ago Maradona had
to be rushed to hospital with high
blood pressure and a high fever,
having almost died earlier in the
year because of heart and lung
problems.

The 1986 World Cup winner has
been treated regularly for drug
dependency in Cuba, beginning in
2000 after he suffered heart failure
from cocaine overdose at the Uru-
guayan resort city of Punta del Este.

Argentine football legend Diego Maradona arrives at Jose

September 20.
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