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MU really miss Rio

m Football

REUTERS, London

Manchester United need Rio
Ferdinand's return next week to
prompt an upturn in fortunes for the
club every bit as marked as the
decline that began at the start of his
eight-month suspension.

Ferdinand, who was banned for
missing a drugs test a year ago, is
available for the first time for Monday's
match against Liverpool, by which
time United could trail Arsenal by 12
pointsinthe Premier League.

The contrast with the time when
the Ferdinand last took the pitch in
the famous red shirt, at
Wolverhampton Wanderers on
January 17, could not be greater.

United were champions, led the
Premier League and had eased into
the last 16 of the Champions League.
They had won 15, drawn two and lost
two of the 19 league games in which
the England defender featured.

It took just 17 minutes from
Ferdinand hobbling off injured at
Molineux to start his ban for United's
season to take a turn for the worse
when Kenny Miller scored a goal
that proved to be a match-winner for
Wolves.

The next day Arsenal beat Aston
Villa to leapfrog United and take a
lead in the standings they never
relinquished.

United fell at the next hurdle in the
Champions League, knocked out by
a late Porto goal at Old Trafford and
failing to reach the quarter-finals for
the firsttime since 1996.

In their remaining league
matches, a series of shambolic
defensive performances meant they
won seven, drew five and lost four,
ending up in third place behind
Chelsea.

This season has been worse with

just one win, three draws and a
defeat in their first five league
matches.

Add to the mix the loss to injury
for a month of another England
defender in Gary Neville, and a
stuttering 2-2 start to their
Champions League campaign
against Olympique Lyon and
Ferdinand's return takes on a huge
importance.

Expectations have always been
high, however, for the 25-year-old
Londoner, whose pace, comfort on
the ball, strength in the air and ability
to read the game make him a rare

RIO FERDINAND

talent among British centre-halves.

While missing the routine test
that brought about his ban and ruled
him out of Euro 2004 might call into
question his judgement, there is no
doubting his talent.

Understandably, Ferguson will
be delighted to welcome back the
man he made the most expensive
defender in the world when he
signed him from Leeds United for 30
million pounds in 2002.

The Scot has backed Ferdinand
in much the same way he did
Frenchman Eric Cantona, whose
nine-month ban for kicking a specta-

tor in 1995 coincided with United
losing the league title they had won
the previous two years.

"Rio has been fantastic,"
Ferguson said.

"l couldn't have any more praise
and admiration for him.

"He has had to come in and train
with guys who have played interna-
tional football, in the European
Championship or the Champions
League when he has been missing
it. For a young lad that is a lot but
how he has handled the situation is
phenomenal.

"In their wisdom, the FA have
prevented him playing in closed
door matches, so effectively it has
been a nine-month ban, but Rio has
come through itwell."

Cantona returned in October 1995
and by the end of that season United
had secured an unprecedented
second league and FACup double.

Div Il chess

SPORTS REPORTER

Faith Chess Club maintained the
lead with 18.5 points while Friends
Chess Power followed the leader
with 17.5 after the end of the sixth
round games in the Second Division
Chess League at the Bangladesh
Chess Federation auditorium yester-
day.

Faith defeated Mitra Chess Club
3-1, Friends beat Double Mooring
Club, Dolphin Chess Club beat
Uttara Central Chess Club 3.5-5,
Rajshahi Dist CPA beat Keraniganj
Chess Club 2.5-1.5 points, Ekata
Chess Club blanked Notre Dame
Chess Club 4-0, Josephite Chess
Club beat Alam Nur Chess Club 4-0,
Rajbari Dist Chess Club beat Titas
Club3-1 and Partibadhi Tarun
Samaj beat BBCA 3-1. BASPMA
drew with Dhanmondi Progati 2-2.

No relief for Maradona

I/ Football

REUTERS, Havana

Fallen soccer great Diego
Maradona will return to Cuba on
Monday to be shut away in a mental
clinic for more drug treatment.

"Everything is ready for him to
arrive on Monday night," an
Argentine embassy official said on
Friday.

After a press conference at
Havana airport, the 43-year-old
former Argentina captain will be
confined to Cuba's Centre for
Mental Health (CENSAM) until he
kicks his cocaine addiction.

He will be accompanied by a
sister and his personal doctor
Alfredo Cahe.

Maradona has made Cuba his
second home in recent years,
saying the island offers him respite
from the media and fan frenzy in
Europe and South America.

But on a visit to Argentina in April,
the bloated Maradona was rushed
to intensive care with heart prob-
lems and his family then forced him
to enter a psychiatric clinic.

The family has since given him
the go-ahead to return to Cuba for
further drug rehabilitation in a
closed institution.

Maradona had looked healthier
in recent interviews, but photo-
graphs taken last week showed his
weight had apparently ballooned
again.

Last Saturday he was taken to a
Buenos Aires hospital for a time
with breathing problems, but was
then sent back to a drug treatment
centre.

Maradona, one of the most gifted
players in the history of football who
led Argentina to victory at the 1986
World Cup, says he has been fight-

ing drug addiction for much of the
last20 years.

For almost four years, Maradona
lived at Havana's La Pradera health
farm, where he partied with friends
while playing golf almost daily at the

city's only golf club.

This time he will undergo stricter
treatment at the CENSAM, an
enclosed compound of bungalows
and gardens run by Cuba's Interior
Ministry in aleafy suburb of Havana.
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WINDIES-S AFRICA
SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard of the South Africa
innings in the ICC Champions
Trophy Pool B match against the
West Indies at The Oval in London

on Sunday:

SOUTHAFRICA

Smith b Gayle 45
Gibbs cBravob Gayle 101
Kallis b Bravo 16
Rudolph b Gayle 46

Van J'veld c Powell b Bradshaw 0
Pollock not out 12
BouchercC'paul bBradshaw 7
Klusener not out 13
Extras: (Ib-4, w-2) 6
Total: (For 6 wktsin 50 overs) 246
Fall of wickets: 1-102, 2-148, 3-198,
4-212,5-213,6-222

Did not bat: Boje, Langeveldt, Ntini

o

Bowler M R W
Bradshaw 10 0 40 2
Collymore 9 0 53 0
Bravo 9 0 54 1
R Hinds 10 0 35 O
Gayle 10 0 50 3
Powell 2 0 10 O
WEST INDIES: Gayle, W Hinds,
Sarwan, Lara, Chanderpaul,

Powell, Bravo, Browne, R Hinds,
Bradshaw, Collymore
Toss: West Indies.

Umpires: David Shepherd (Eng-
land) and Jeremy Lloyds (England).

Romario to
end

at Rose Bowl

AFP, Rio de Janeiro

Brazilian international striker
Romario will play his last official
match at the Rose Bowl Stadium in
Pasadena where he helped the
South Americans win the 1994
World Cup, the Jornal do Brasil
reported on Friday.

The Brazilian 1994 team will take
on a world X1, which will include
Bulgaria's Hristo Stoichkov as well
as ltaly's Roberto Baggio, who
missed a penalty in the final ten
years ago.

The game at the Pasadena
ground will probably take place on
November 11.

Cricketers return

FROM PAGE 13

and captain would have to provide a
verbal assessment of the team's
performance instead of the usual
report-style presentation.

The new style assessment is
also set to get another twist after
experienced all-rounder Khaled
Mahmud announced on his arrival
at the airport that he felt embar-
rassed the way the team manage-
ment had treated him in England.

"l will tell my side of the story to the
Board before making a decision
about my future," said the former
national captain, whose omission
from the first match against South
Africa sparked widespread criticism.

While Mahmud faces a different
struggle the rest of the members of
the team will get little time to recu-
perate since another acid test is just
round the corner.

The New Zealand team will
arrive in Dhaka next month to play
two Tests and three one-day inter-
nationals.

The cricketers have been granted
a four-day break before the selection
panel led by Faruque Ahmed
announces a preliminary list of 20 for
the home series against the Kiwis.

Kind Gilchrist

FROM PAGE 13

The experienced cricketer now
suggests that Bangladesh need to
have a balanced side with senior
and junior players.

"They are very young to handle
international pressure. Here you
need a fine balance because there
is no alternative to experience to
take up the challenge in interna-
tional cricket," he said.

"But | am hopeful because you
have a coach like Dav Whatmore.
Maybe progress is slow but | believe
Dav will be successful with the
Bangladesh team but not without a lot
of hard work and proper planning."

The Australian observed that
Bangladesh's batsmen hardly have
any technical faults. "I saw them
closely from behind the stumps. |
didn't find any major technical faults
in their batting. | only think they lack
mental strength," he said.

Like his teammates Gilchrist too
is eagerly waiting to face India in
India next month.

"We love to play in the subconti-
nent. It is always difficult to face the
sub continental teams on their home
soil but that's the challenge," he
said.

Indo-Pak clash

FROM PAGE 13

Woolmer played down the risk
presented by India's spinners,
saying: "l know Harbhajan and Anil
(Kumble) are very experienced
bowlers, but [Shahid] Afridi and
Shoaib [Malik] are very good spin-
ners too. They are top-quality spin-
ners in my opinion. | find this
Pakistan team very disciplined, and
captained by a very terrific leader.

"l tell my players not to worry
about the pressure. This match is
just another game. No one knows
what will happen. You can't predict
in cricket. It's like reading a good
novel where players write the story.
Don't try to reach the end. Wait till
yougettoit."

The winner of Sunday's match
will face either South Africa or West
Indies in the semifinal at The Oval
on Thursday.
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PHOTO: AFP

Bolton Wanderers' Radhi Jaidi (C) heads in an equalising goal against Arsenal during their Premiership clash at Highbury in north London yesterday. The match ended 2-2.

Premiership

Bolton deny Arsenal

m Football

AFP, London

Henrik Pedersen ended Arsenal's
perfect start to the season with an 85th
minute equaliser at Highbury that gave
Bolton awell-deserved 2-2 draw.

Arsenal, who had won their first
five games of the season, looked set
to extend their run after Robert Pires
put them 2-1 ahead in the 66th
minute but the Dane latched onto
substitute Les Ferdinand's flick to
deny the champions with a cute left-
footed finish.

Despite the late setback, Arsenal
still extended their record-breaking
unbeaten run in the league to 46
matches.

Thierry Henry had given the
champions the lead in the 31st
minute after some superb interplay
with his compatriot Patrick Vieira.

The midfielder picked up the ball on

the halfway line before exchanging
passes with Henry and then feeding
the striker on the edge of the box.

Henry then used his trademark
turn of pace to accelerate away from
two defenders and slip the ball
inside the far post with his left foot.

Bolton equalised on 63 minutes,
Tunisian Radhi Jaidi getting his first
goal in English football when he
rose highest to power home Jay-Jay
Okocha's corner.

But Pires put the hosts back into
the lead within three minutes when
he mishit a cross from Freddie
Ljungberg past the wrong-footed
goalkeeper Jaskelainen.

Bolton had started the game with
a spring in their step but it was
Arsenal who created the first mean-
ingful chance after nine minutes.

Jose Antonio Reyes slid a finely-
weighted ball through to Henry but
the Frenchman could only shoot
straight at Jaaskelainen.

Bolton's best chance of the half

came just five minutes later when
Kevin Nolan let fly with a rasping
strike from 30 yards that flew just
pastLehmann's lefthand post.

Poor goalkeeping from the
German a minute later almost led to
another chance for the visitors as he
allowed a throw-in from Okocha to
slip through his hands, Kolo Toure
stepping in with a fine clearance.

Arsenal were jolted into action by
this scare and began to string
together some slick passing moves.

Lauren got on the end of a good
through ball and cut into the
righthand side of the box but his
cross was scrambled away.

Pires had a snapshot blocked on
the edge of the area from the result-
ing corner and the hosts got their
reward with Henry's opener.

Ilvan Campo was booked for a
crude challenge on Reyes as he
attempted to break up the host's
increasing rhythm and Henry had a
fine header saved underneath the

crossbar just before the break.

The second half had started with
Arsenal stroking the ball around with
authority but it was Bolton who
almost equalised after 56 minutes.

Arsenal's defenders backed off
Nolan who let fly with a shot that
took a deflection off Toure and
clipped the top of the bar with
Lehmann beaten.

Reyes almost extended the
champions lead when he cut in from
the right and struck a low shot just
past Jaaskelainen's lefthand post
on 59 minutes and just four minutes
later Bolton were level.

Okocha swung a corner in from
the right and Jaidi rose above the
defence to power a header home,
with Lehmann left flailing on his six-
yard box.

Pires then bundled home
Ljungberg's cross within three
minutes and Arsenal looked to be
cruising to a sixth successive win
before Pedersen's late leveller.

Inzy calls

FROM PAGE 13

And when the teams met again at
Headingley, England skipper Alec
Stewart took the unprecedented
step of forfeiting the match rather
than returning to the field after
another invasion left a steward with
seven brokenribs.

However, March's Test and one-
day series between Pakistan and
India in Pakistan passed off peace-
fully and even saw fans from both
teams mingling with one another.

And Inzamam clearly hoped
some of that spirit would endure.
"Pakistan-India is always a big
game and nothing else," he told
reporters at Edgbaston here
Saturday. "Hopefully the atmo-
sphere is lovely, Pakistanis and
Indians sitting together."

Pakistan have beaten India in
their last two one-day internationals,
at the Asia Cup and the Dutch
triangular. However, Inzamam
insisted: "In the one-day game,
nobody is favourite. It depends on
the day, who is playing best. We've
won the last two games but they've
gone. Tomorrow is a new day."

The Champions Trophy has
been plagued by bad weather, with
several matches having to go into a
reserve day because of rain, the

for calm

conditions leading most captains to
field first after winning the toss.

And Inzamam said: "The toss is 20
per cent advantage. The first eight or
10 oversit's difficult to play on this track
because the weatheris like this."

India captain Sourav Ganguly,
himself a left-handed opening
batsman, agreed batting first was a
tough task.

"It's hard," Ganguly told report-
ers. "You've got to play yourself in.
These are not wickets where you
can put your foot down and go
through the line because it seams
around and swings around.

"These are not 300 (run) wickets.
You've got to bat well in the first 10
overs and that's the key in this
competition."

Both teams have comprehen-
sively beaten Kenya, the third team
in Pool C, and the winners of
Sunday's match will face either
South Africa or West Indies in
Wednesday's Rose Bowl semifinal.

In the unlikely event that the
match between the Asian giants (a
minimum of 20 overs per side consti-
tutes a game under tournament
rules) could not be completed across
two days, Pakistan would qualify for
the last four thanks to a superior run-
rate of +3.21to India's +1.96.

But a blunt Ganguly said: "If the
game takes place, whoever wins will
go through. If it doesn't, it's our bad
luck."

He also played down the
absence of batsman Sachin
Tendulkar, ruled out before the
competition began with an elbow
injury. "It's been like that since we
started so we don't even think about
itnow."

Ganguly backed Inzamam's
view that past results would count
for little. "In one-day cricket it's
about how you play on the day.

"We won both the (Test and one-
day) series in Pakistan so we were
supposed to have the psychological
edge when we met them in the Asia
Cup but they played better than us
onthe day and beatus."

And he also agreed with his
Pakistan counterpart that Sunday's
game was not just 'another match'.

"Every game is special when you
play international cricket but India-
Pakistan is different.

"It brings people to the grounds,
you can see the excitement and it's
a game where if you do well you get
noticed. It's an important game for
both sides."

Trophy treats

FROM PAGE 13
and Pakistani flags are fluttering
atop different buildings.

THE BIG QUESTION

Will there be a normal finish or not at
Egbaston tomorrow? That was the
billion-dollar question being asked
by nervy Asian fans in Birmingham.

Rain has fallen for the past two
days ahead of the crucial India-
Pakistan battle. And the forecast is
more dark clouds hanging over the
venue.

"It will be impossible to start the
game on schedule tomorrow if it
rains tonight," said a knowledge
groundsman.

But there was a joke among the
visiting journalists it is better not to
trust the fickle English weather.

"I have had a lot of experience of
covering matches in England. When
somebody says it's going to rain it
means plenty of sunshine,"
remarked a veteran sportswriter.

DON'T REMIND INZY

Inzamamul Haqg wants nothing
better than a clinical victory against

his familiar adversary. The Pakistan
captain is so determined to achieve
success against India he doesn't
want to be reminded of the fact his
team enjoys a better run-rate going
into Sunday's mother of all matches.

"We enjoy a good record against
India in recent matches and we
hope to continue it. We don't want to
go into the semifinal taking any
advantage," said the Pakistani
batting maestro who is 23 runs short
of becoming only the second player
to make 10,000 one-day interna-
tional runs.

On the other hand, his Indian
counterpart Sourav Ganguly was
more worried that weather might
determine who goes through to the
last four.

"It will be unfortunate if weather
means my team exits from the
competition without doing battle
with Pakistan."

Both India and Pakistan regis-
tered massive victories against
lowly Kenya in their respective
group games.

Fiery Flintoff

FROM PAGE 13
Rose Bowl in Southampton on

Saturday:

ENGLAND

Trescothick run out 66
Solankic S'karab Maharoof 18
Vaughan b Zoysa 5
Strauss run out 7
Flintoff b Vaas 104

Collingwood c J'wardene b Vaas39
Jones not out 2
Wharf run out 0
Giles notout 0
Extras: (Ib-2, w-8) 10
Total: (For 7 wkts in 50 overs) 251
Fall of wickets: 1-29, 2-44, 3-70, 4-
123,5-217,6-250, 7-250
Did not bat: Gough, Harmison

o

Bowler M R W
Vaas 0 1 51 2
Zoysa 0 1 61 1
Maharoof 10 17 19 1
Chandana 9 0 64 O
J'wardene 3 0 16 O
Jayasuriya 4 0 23 O
Dilshan 4 0 15 0
SRl LANKA: Gunawardene,

Jayasuriya, Atapattu, Sangakkara,
Jayawardene, Dilshan, Jayantha,
Maharoof, Vaas, Chandan, Zoysa
Toss: SriLanka.

Umpires: Billy Bowden (New Zea-
land) and Darrell Hair (Australia).

Disgrace for
Lancashire

AFP, London

English county giants Lancashire
suffered the embarrassment of
relegation to the Second Division for
the firsttime on Friday.

Following Gloucestershire's
controversial declaration on Thurs-
day, Warren Hegg's side needed to
reach 400 for five at Old Trafford to
gain enough batting bonus points to
give them a chance of beating the
drop into the second division.

But at 209 for five, Andy Crook
gave the crucial sixth wicket away
with an attempted hook caught in
the deep.

Only Carl Hooper (77) and
Dominic Cork (77 not out) reached a
half-century as Lancashire were
bowled out for 311 at stumps to tie
the match with an innings left each.
lan Fisher finished the day with five
wickets for 114 runs for the visitors.

Return to Athens

FROM PAGE 13

began with the stirring procession of
the athletes grouped by country,
136 nationsinall.

Thatwas six fewer than originally
announced, but 11 more than the
Sydney Games in 2000, making this
the most attended Paralympics in
history.

The delegations large and small,
ranging from Benin and Afghanistan to
the huge contingents from the United
States and China, paraded around a
towering 26-meter oak in the middle of
the pitch, standing as a steadfast
symbol of deeply rooted life.

The athletes -- some in wheel
chairs, others walking on high-
performance prosthetics -- paraded
to the thundering beat of a percus-
sion ensemble playing one of many
pieces composed for the occasion.

The crowd responded enthusias-
tically, breaking into chant and song
as the Greek delegation brought of
the rear and made its way around
the track.

As was the case during the
Summer Games, which ended here
barely three weeks ago, Iraq was
given one of the warmest ovations
of the evening, along with the
Greek-speaking Republic of
Cyprus.

One athlete from Turkmenistan
earned a great roar of approval
when he cast aside his crutches and
began to walk on his hands.
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