of the main loop rather quickly... but

that's just if you MUST find a flaw. The fantas-
tic thing is how you start the movie, get
wed all over by the action (which truly is

nd go "WOW!" as the credits roll and

it's not because of the fancy stuff..

it's because that there really was substance to
gowith all that style.

The best partis that you can find a copy of
the DVD at Rifle's Square..., which is more than
you can say for most anime. Now, you have no
excuse... go get this movie!

<reviewer takes no responsibility for riots
at video stores for not subsequently finding
the animated series....>

ovie (Ko
F you've never ever heard of anime before, Cowboy Bebop is the
PERFECT way, bar none, to get started. And while people who have
seen the series swear that it is the finest story told (znimated or
otherwise, ever), the movie Cowboy Bebop: Knocking on Heaven's

Dooris every bit as good.
The premise: A bomb blast on a truck carrying a deadly biolog-
s untold havac on a city in Mars, and the bounty hunters
on the space-faring "Bebop” are out to get the mastermind (whao inciden-
tally has the largest price on his head EVER). At least, that's how things will

start...

The beauty of Bebop has been in a very many things: the sublime
artwark, the fluid action sequences (you'll notice aur hero Spike Spiegel

By Lancer

moves almost completely like Bruce Lee... and the fact that you can notice
that should tell you a lot), the beauty with which a simple story is told, the
characters, the music. You name it!

The artwork and animation I won't mention because it has to be seen to
be believed. Studio Bones, who have some amazing titles to their credit, are
brilliant as usual... and you'll notice...

The characters, every one of them, are incredible in that they are so
completely human - Spike, who's a bit of a doofus, Jet, wha's 3 bit more of 3
doofus for being eminently sensible, Faye Valentine who, besides being
ravishing is quite a handful, the insanely gifted hacker Ed, and even Ein the
dog! And there's still the mysterious man of evil wha is Cool... and Electra..

T guess if there's ane flaw, it's how some of the side characters gat cut

GAME REVIEW

ratﬁerthan t:ﬁmpete wrth The Sims’ more gene:al approach. And
romance is. pmhah[ylhe best topic to try. But asa consequence
—of this romance focus, the other areas of your Singles' lives
- seems pretty flat and uninspired. Unfortunately, there's simply
~ notenoughdepthin the mecltamcs of romance here to compen-
 satefor thaloss. -
~ Thegame excels in the area of graphics, though, The char-
acter mpﬁals are wperh. The faces are quite realistic and are
capabl.e of a wide range of emotions. The rest of their bodies
“ain‘t 50 bad either. It's hard to build game characters that are
both realistic and genuinely attractive but the developers done
tﬁlat nicely. The environments are a bit of a step down from the
characters but they're not really the point, are they? Since you
can view the action from almost any angle with your free-
~ roaming camera, there |sn_tmuth to complain about.
The apartment has large windows that look out on-a very
natural seeming neighbourhood, The windows also allow sun-
~ light into the house. The lighting changes as the day moves on

moving the sunlight across the house,
. Sound wise, we're treated to the sa
gibberish that's found in The Sims. It's
there and definitely allows you to fill ntent with:
imagination. Though this eventually getsrep&tigg&
where near as repetitive-as the clubmusic plays

outthe game.

compelling game-play. Though it's mter&m
romance between two roommates, it lacks a sens
tion. The path to reach the goali 15 fatrly standa_

HAT do you get the formula one racing
fan who has everything? A Femari
laptop of course. Scuderia Ferrari and
Acer have joined forces to bring you
the Ferrari 3200, a powerhouse of a
machine with the style to carry it off.

From the outset you can see this is a machine that
means business. The main styling's the shiny red highly
polished case that sets the scene nicely. Of course in the
real world it's going to be smudged with greasy finger-
prints in minutes, but it's still a beauty to behold if you
are into that kind of thing. Rather than just make a red
laptop (why do laptops always come in black or silver)
the tale-tell sign that money has been spent is the
addition of the Ferrari loga that is sealed into the finish-
no tacky stickers here please.

To match in with the top of the laptop the sides have
also been painted red, however apen it up and you're
dazzled by the silver interor with the odd touches of
earbon fibre to give you that racing car feel.

Mouse control is a touchpad as standard or using an
enclosed standard optical mouse (also in red with the
prancing horse logo). The keyboard has been slightly
curved, presumably for 2 more ergonomic design and
there are the usual Acer preset buttans to launch email,
internet and two pragrammable options of yourown

Under the bonnet, you would be forgiven for think
ing the unit actually is a Ferran, it certainly has the
performance and power. Runming the latest low
power mobile AMD Athlon 64 processor 2800+ the
machine is no slouch. With a very square and
therefore large 15-inch TFT screen, an AIL
Mobility Radeon 9700 with 128MB dedicated
video RAM, base system memory of 512MB
DDR RAM, scaleable to 2048M8B, and a 80GB
HDD it all ensures a powerful machine
inside, rather like the cars themselves.

The side of the [aptop presents &
slot loading DVD-Super Multi drive
that supports DVD-R, DVD RW,
DVD+R, DVD+RW, DVD-ROM and
DVD-RAM and the drive sesems
rather similar to the Apple
PowerBook range tucked neatly
out of the way.

For the photographer
the machine also offers a 4-
in-1 reader offering support
for MMC/SD, SmartMedia and
MemonyStick. Rather strangely the
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memory card reader doesn't include Compact
Flash, used by most professional photogra
phers or the xD Picture card used by Olympus and
Fuji the number two and three inthe market, Those
ports are easily added via USB butit's a minor
bugbear. at having another piece of
plastic to carmy around.
Connectivity is offered via
either inbuilt- 802.11g
wireless or
Bluetooth 2
while the
machine
possesses
m o r e
input/output
options that Michael
Schumacher's podium fimishes. As
well as the DVD reader/burner and 4-in-1
memory card reader there's also S Video out,
FireWire/IEEE 1384 and four instead of the usual pair of
USB 2.0 ports
Obviously running the large screen, DVD drive and
input/output ports has a heavy effect on battery life,
but Acer still believe that the battery will give you
around three hours of usage
and so far in tests we have
found this to be true. As
longasyou don't get too
heavily involved in
Command and Con-
guer Generals or
Morrowind, even
- gamers should find
this length of
power satisfac-
tory.
The unit
runs Windows
XP Home

Source: Internet

Edition and it's 2 shame that this laptop currently isn't
shipping with either the Professional edition for the
more network and' business savvy or in actual fact the
64-bit processor version to take advantage of the AMD
chip on-board. Admittedly through no fault of Acer,
Microsoft is still to ship the 64-bit version of its 0S,
which is currently stuck in beta with a launch hopefully
set for later on in the year. While the Ferrari 3200 works
perfectly well with the 0S at hand you can't help feeling
that it's like one of the prized Ferrari cars merely with a
speed restrictor enforcing an under 80 miles an hour
limit- but the underlying specification seems like the
idealbase for upgrading.

VERDICT

This is a great machine that looks good and more
iniportantly has the performance to match and a vast
impiavement on the previous Ferrari model that Acer
launched. However, you will pay a premium for the
Ferrari Red casing. If you are looking for even more
power and technological whiz for your money there are
better alternatives on the market. That said, nobody
takes notice of a clapped out-mini do they? Gamers can
still shortlist it thanks to a great graphies system, but
had there been an OEM upgrade voucher for 64-Bit XP,
that would have earned this an award.




