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" films,' laughed Husain. "What will
: happenmmybusmcss?'
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Whe Dily Star

Shantha P Gunasekara
A pianist par excellence

MVITA CHARANJI
“USIC runs in the blood of the
diminutive Shantha, ace pianist and
music instructor, She has trained
hindreds of children in the piano, taught singing
and history of music to students of Green Herald
School and nowwantsto pursue further studiesin
musictherapy, as well as complete her Ph. D thesis
in Ethnomusicelogy. This relatively less known
discipline, in simple words, stands for a study of
various types of music in relation to their geo-
graphic, musical and cultural context.

To Shanthaalso goes the credit for opening the
Bangladesh centre. of the Associated Board of
Royal Schools of Music (ABRSM). Prior to its
establishment, Shantha would take students to
the Kolkata centre of ABRSM between 1991 and
1993. Subsequently, when the number of candi-
dates increased, a similarline of exams was intro-
duced in Dhaka in 1994 for the first time, moni-
tored by the British Council. The following year,
the Bangladesh centre of ABRSM was set up with
Shanthataking over as the first founder represen-
tative' (honorary) sponsor fer the centre. This
organisation celebratesits 10 anniversary. 'l was
the first to introduce the systematic examination
system of western music in Bangladesh,’ asserts
Shantha.

Along side with her piano recitals, Shanthaisa
committed piano teacher. Though she won plau-
dits in the 1980s at the Goethe Institut among
others, she says that she was keen to go into
teaching because she was interested in nurturing
new. talent. In her words,'My. effort has been to
launch atleast one pianist in ourcountry, whichis
better thanmebeing on stage.’

Shantha has certainly succeeded in this

endeavour. Among the success stories that she
cites are those of Swani Zubayer, who leamt
musicunder her from 1997 onwards, Today heis a
renowned singer, composer and song writer.
Based in Sweden currently, Shantha says that he
stands apart from his contemporaries in his
'voice, arrangements, composition and lyrics.'
She adds, 'I never tire of listening to his CDs of
Banglamusicand ghazals.'
— There's also Emon Shaha, the son of the musi-
cian and composer of Bangla music Shatha
Shaha,Todayheisanupcoming artiste, composer
and music director. Says Shantha, 'Emon still
comes to take piano lessons and learn music
theory* with/ me. His thirst to learn has never
ended though he disappears now and then
because ofhisbusiness.'

To Shantha also goes the credit for arranging
the musicand condiicting the school choir for the
Green Herald sthool song. The tune was given by
Sister Mary Imelda, the ex-hedadmistress, Another
of:her unforgettable memoties is that of the late

80s when the three-day highly successful Dha.ka |

-

'Heavy metal music is not my cup of tea,' says Shantha

Music and’Art Festival was nrﬁanjsed by an
enthusiastic expatriate crowd along with
renowned local musicians and artistes.

Equally memorable is her return to Sri Lanka
inMarch 2004 when she got avery warm welcome
fromher80-year-old formerKGteacher.

Shantha's taste in music is eclectic. Her prefer-
ence runs from the classical music giants of Beetho-
ven, Chopin, Tchaikovsky and Schubert to western
music, Rabindra Sangeetand adhinik gagn. "Heavy
metal musicisnotmycup oftea, she asserts,

A life’ without music is unthinkable for
Shantha. At the yoluing age of six she leamnt the
piano and gave exams under the Trinity School of
Music, London. Getting flying colours in almost
every exam, she sang in Radio Ceylon as a child
artiste. In 1976 she gained admission to the State
Institute of Culture in St Petersburg in USSK. She
did herMA inmusicand majoredin piano. Subse-
quentlyshe didayear'steacher training course on
how to teach small children and those who are
partiallyimpaired mentally.

Her education did not stop here, She got
admission to the Institute of Ethnography of
Academy of Sciences USSR to do a Ph.D in
Ethnomusicology. After a short delay, she is now
inthe process of completingher thesis.

A Sti Lankan from Colombo, Shantha's musi-
cal talent comes from her parents. Her mother
learnt piano in her childhood, while her father
belongs to a well-known musical family. He was

the first to play the Esrajin Radio Ceylon. Shantha
is married to a Bangladeshi named Sheikh
Mansurrudin Ahmed. Her husband  is an art
director with a local firm, besides being an artist
and stage designer for Nagorik Her daughter,
Poomnika Gayathri, is at the end of her graduate
studies in engineering from the Wichita State
University, USA. She is an able successor to her
mother since she also shows promise in art, sing-
ingand playing the piano.

And the future? She hopes to pursue her study
of music therapy, This discipline seeks to heal
people through the art of music. Shantha
describes music therapy as a means of treatment
for peoplewith psychological disorders, troubled
teenagers, and terminally ill' patients. To quote
her,"Music therapy can help people who suffer
abuse, drug addicts and the elderly, among oth-
ers. One can divert their minds by teaching them
piano or singing and help them to step out of
stressful lives.'

Sensitive to the needs of the physically and
mentally challenged, in 1997 she worked as.a
voluntary music teacher at a public school in
Sydney. Here she conducted a rehabilitation class

toteach music to partially disabled children. 'This -

was one of my most memorable teaching experi-
ences,’ sherecalls.

In many ways, Shantha has contributed to the
westem music scene here, Her numerous glﬂed_
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India's herbal beauty care dueen
Shahnaz Husain might soon' have
two new occupations--Hollywood
actréss and Harvard teacher. The 50+
something Husain has been offered
the role ofa medieval princess oppo-
site James Bond star Pierce Brosnan
for afeeaf$7million and tolecture at
Harvard onhowshemetamorphosed
ﬁrom a housewife to head a $100
ml]]ion global beatity conglomerate.

| {/Some producers from Holly-
wood got in touch with me and
offéred me the role of Mughal prin-
tess Nur Jehan opposite Pierce
Brosnan in a film," said Husain. 'But
filmmaking is time consuming and1
have my business to run, I cannot
concentrate on other things. Also 1
am scared, if my film becomes too
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herbal products.’

successful, then T'll just be making

‘She is considering the Harvard
uﬁer a little more seriously. 'A Har-
vard professor came and asked me if

they could have a lecture
programme’ with me," explained
Husain. 'He was astonished to hear
that I was not even a graduate and
said, "There are two very successful
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business people in the world--you
and Bill Gates--who are also college
dropouts”.Itold himI've neverbeen
to college so whereis the question of
dropping out?’ laughed Husain who
was married at 15, after seeing just
phofherhusband, and

Then she started travelling
across the world, learning dermatol-
ogy and beauty treatment. 'But 1
realised that all the treatments of the
West are chemical-based, which
ultimately harm' your body. 50 1
cane back to India and started my
own business using just natiral |’

For wover three decades mow,
Husain has been the greatest cru-
saderfor the ancient Indian system of
medicine, ayurveda. T truly believe
that the natural way is the best way
and we in India have perfected this
artover thousands ofyears.'

PHOTC: AFP

ActorJude Law and actress Gwenyth
Paltrow attend the world premiere of
Sky Captain And The World of
Tomorrow at the Grauman's Chinese
Theatre recently in Hollywood,

Sourca: The Times of India
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Foreign plays in Bangla
Abdus Selim speaks of his passion

SABIRA MANIR

The play Galileo, since its first staging has

received whole-hearted appreciation of the

audience, This play, written by Bertolt Brecht,

was translated in 1974 by Abdus Selim, a

renowned translator of Bangladesh. And this was

the first ever translated play in Bangla that was
ed.

plays of the world. These have been staged sev-
eral times by different theatre groups such as
Dhaka.Padatik, Nagorik Natyangan and Little
Theatre. These are: Vertice Shaodagar--a transla-
tion of William Shakespeare's The Merchant of
Venice, Phera (The Visit of Duran Mart), Bigya
Nathan (Nathan the Wise of Lessing), Himmati
Ma and Golmatha Chokhamatha (Mother Cour-
age and Her Children and Round Heads and Pick
Heads of Bertolt Brecht), and Majhrater
Manushera (Nocturnal Wanderer of Gao Xing
Xian). Among the plays, Himmati Ma and
Golmatha Cholkhamatha were highly appreci-
atedbytheaudience and critics,

Abdus Selimhas also translated plays for the
students of North South University Cine and
Drama Club, Asa professor at the university, he
introduced drama as a subject in the university.
The plays he has translated for the university are
Mouse Trap of Apatha Christie and The Would Be
Gentleman of Moliere.

Before Gglileo, Selim had translated the -

biography of Pablo Neruda, a few poems of
British poets Kingsley Amis and' Ted Huges,
Brecht and poems of the Bengali poets of the
1960s. However, he never thought about trans-
latingany plays forstageyet.

_He says, 'l was involved with the film society
movement since my studentlife. But, because of
some differences in opinion, 1 left the society.
Then 1 felt the urge to do something. Film direc-
tor Mashihuddin Shaker gave me the play Gali-
leo and told me to translate it, That was the start-
ing point.!

In 1986, an American freelance lhealre activ-
ist read Galileo, Ha proposed that the play be
staged in Bangladesh with performers from
different theatre groups. The activist met the
performers but the play could not be staged

_because of technical problems. That proposal
- encouraged Selim to look at new translation

avenues.

Later in 1988, a prominent theatre group.

Nagorik Natya Samprodaya staged the play
Galileo under the direction of Ataur Rahman.
The play ran for 50 successful shows. 'All the 50
shows were staged at the Goethe Institutbecause

-

Although Himmati Ma was a successful play, :
it could not run for a long spell because the
leading actress ofthe playleftthe group. The play

. Golmatha Chokhamathais still showing.

Most of the plays translated by Selim have
been directed by Ataur Rahman. According to

So far, Selim has l:ranslated several famous

MWha dogsn't remormber Raj Kapao L Deseribod a6 4 -~
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the setwas suitable for the play,' says Selim.
Selim, Ataur Rahman is one of the best directors
inBangladesh.

[ feel proud because most of the renowned
actors such as Aly Zaker, Asaduzzaman Noor,
Lucky Inam, Nima Rahman andKhaled Khan
have performed inmyplays,' says Selim.

: Abdus Selim shies away from writing an
* original play. Ashe says modestly, ‘I'do not think1
_ havethatkind oftalent.’

Recently Selim has translated three more
plays--King Lear of Shakespeare, Lady from the
Sea of Thsen and The Government Inspector of
Nikolai Gogol--which are to be staged this year.

. Now Selim wishes to translate the play The Brand
ofIbsen.

'Translation is my passion now,' concludes:
Selim,

Abdus Selim - ; it

A sequan'ca from the play Galifeo staged in 1988
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SovietUnijon.,
" UAfter the bux office fallum nf Mera Naam
. Joker (My name is Joker), his films took a more
sensual turn, Take fnr mstance, Bobby whif.h
{elehwpcd the fove story ofi two yaungsters,
played ably by his son Rishi Kapoor and the -
quisite: Dimple Kapadla Then followed
Satyam Shivam Sundaranyand Ram Teri Gangaf.:
Mati, One critic has dptly described him as_;
i Exh:bitmg 'the carnallty of a'schoolboy! in his' |
films.
To Kapoor gocs the credit of mtmducmghew
talents i in films such as his sons Rishi, Raj, |
 Nimmi, DImple Kapadia, Zeenat Aman and |
"-_'.M'mdakml He also roped'in music directors |
"qhankaralalkishan and | Iyru;tst ‘Hasrat Jaipuri
‘undet his ‘banner, In. ‘addition, the songs' of
'_Barmar Andaaz and Mahal were instrumental |
in catapulting Lata Mangeshkar to.the top/as . !
- playback sing,{.r Raj Kapoor's innate musical |
sense gave his Flms a unique and memurable i
i t’buch;_ ; \ ha ! ; i

'-leadby(:ulll.rmmwmndmﬂ

_? / CI-IAHHEL-:

i:lii:i'ﬂ %

Stepmom
OnHBOat9:30 pm

Genre: Drama/Comedy

Cast: Jul ia Robens SusanSarandon, Ed Harris

| League:
ZOMIDSMa!chweek*l{S}‘“
.Spurlsoemerlnﬁa(L} :

- Uez

%uﬁhamandhya o :

/ ! 0650 . AainQJibon z

-ShangbadPo.rmy AR |
it . ' Bangladeshiand. . | 0”0 ﬂ:;f;hsenai Rongar i
? Ak R 0850 iDrra b 0
i 08; TritiyoMalra A:25 Dfndarpén Al
4100 Agora Shapping i B |
i {0 Gie - | ATNBANGLA .
H 130 RC_T_mv_elOrs_': L 40; 30.; 1 Annyodnshf.r Sty
{F] News Headlines (Bangia) at €:55 | 12:001 " (ChithiPelam 1 1F 44:05 _"Magazme shﬁw EI( A
tE} 'amA2:10 pm. 2:00 pm. 3:00 pm. 4:00 |1 11230 Aaj Dupuirey and. o Duieen: 1
| pm.T00pM. CityCell Taroke o /[11 41:35 Mus?mlFrogrﬁmme """ 1K
] News (Bangla) at 8:00 am 1:00 pm.5:00 . Kathon, e o Shamaly Sadatalo
| pm.B:00pm. . Ebong Ginemar. Gaan- 12:60. :
| News (Engish)al3:00 pm 10,00 pm. 125) .| Pubic Resction . -2_'59'_;1:':12:“ Baf"’f'?f" i
- ettt ol . Priyo Nalok 0345 - Uro Cola SeatRang |
1 CHANMEL-i - -g?:g"?’g?_’"m_ | 104:20 - Sundor Jiboner Jonno
i s don e RIENITE Caan ~iondar: o nh:40 -ClnemaC:nama t KeboliRaatH J
i'| News (Bangla) at 7:45 am. 8:00am. [i0 0 ppanl vodde s * €D0oll haal noye Jay
i elecast of news (Bangla a R R AT R e w2l Stone | !
1 English)a111:30 pm. 0535 Jonopoder Khobor 08:00 - Drama Serial: Tana F Drama Serial
i1 ATN BANGLA 05:45, * RC Brain Slorming . Poran i 1 CastiHridiHag, MahfuzAhmed, Sweety, DeepaKhondokar
“} News (Bangla) al 7:00 am.10:00am. i :'.,Tum Pé"r:b b 0830 Drama Seral: Bhawal - T TR
1 2:00 pm. 7:00 pm. 10:00 prn, 11:00 Gat Kﬁﬂ ”H’ i Raje Sannyasee. 1l 345 _2.4.0'0'_'. Kshln'choga
iy o oy coolRentope Jal | 0900 Drama Sofial- Dilpo | 45 .*.ThezsthHaur ‘| 430 Kaahin Kissi Roz
(| Tocest of BTV News (ngia ong | (0825 Drama S o Bed 00 ThePianist | B0 T Zindagi Mike.
S B Ll FomyaoBay. 09:30 ** Drama Serial: Mohona | g:3p _.mommesg L bhayenge
i LaiastNews (Bangla) ot 9,00 a.m,10:00 |1 09:35° Drama Sefial: | 35 Po_u Dhamaka, | | 14:05 . The Rookie - 4t -HEaIHanTaaI e
(] am, 11:00 amA:00pm.3:00 pm. |* 0 Kathamito L, Bt ia Festr FH Al c :
] 4:00pm.6:00 pr and 8:00 pr, I CloseUpHitWave | =) T:ﬁrfp e LU A . Carita's Way ggﬂ ..;ﬂlg‘; Pya; s
e A T B R : ; T30 Kam A58
| ntv e i STﬁRGOLD i,
7| 12:008m.6:15pm.9:30pm. R0 L ndikerninnoka Wim'_:'QETUQ'Si.SJ_mBﬁ_ j 1:30_ : Bei]atii.l' : i b
1] News (Bangla) 7:30 am. 2:00 pm. 5:00 |00 08 (Chena Shur 42:00 . Sheena ane "DaahPremi :
i Pdetpm IRt 09:00 - Sports World 245 'Jie'ai:'urFé'fm L e
] gﬁe?:hs: ofif ng sl L E:pednmnMrmal 4% Therm | e ESarryasa Mein Haarn
1| TaRA BANGLA 005 Shaplakinl ;gg -ggfn:‘;" "_';_STAR PLUS, =~ [ ew
," NewsHeadines(Bangla) &t 5:30 pm. 7:30 _10_:_30_ : :Dhakarcingmq L 12.0{3 He&d OvafHeeIs 1 00 . Kasam‘ Zmdag Ka‘;f.' ik
: Tara News (Bangi) al 830 pm, 11:30 | 0“0 'mhffgfm; e (b WonderBoys _."%Q_'_ : j'gg::m PyaraSa
R B i e 'oa-us‘ *Kicht Katha Kichhu _STMI MCWIES 200 Bhabhi :..1'1-_33:-.: i
: Ly g MY I s Gaan iy o 713000 L0 T Keshr s TR EEAY 12: un"' Ka ;:1 ;,scga
: "'BBC WORLD P 0345\  Drama Serial SheoI-‘J <900 f, i ) Kabh!)'\syaNsJudal_-.. 0 Ukl
! Il e 0425 Gambhira L 4445 Targel (AKA, Felcon) | 330 KyunkiSaasBh | ;Sﬂlﬂ WORI.D
- B vk 05:20,  Mahilangan 1245 Litle Women ' - KabhiBauThi | 1230

NYPD.Ble.




