
10 NEWSDHAKA MONDAY SEPTEMBER 13, 2004

11- Party leaders and activists march towards Jatiya Sangsad yes-
terday as part of its joint programmes to oust the BNP-Jamaat led 
coalition government.
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Death anniversary
Today is  the 
second death 
anniversary of 
Abu Muhammad 
M u r t a y i s h  
( K a c h i ) ,  a n  
a d v o c a t e  o f  
Supreme Court 
and one of the 
founders of the 

Padatik Natya Sangsad and 
Bangladesh Law Association, says 
a press release. 

Murtayish was also a consultant 
of World Bank's Legal and Judicial 
Capacity Building Project.

A milad mahfil will be held at his 
village home at Dhanbari, Kazibari 
in Tangail. 

Padatik Natya Sangsad organ-
ised a memorial meeting at the 
Shilpakala Academy Experimental 
Theatre Hall yesterday.

AL meeting
An emergency meeting of Dhaka 
City Awami League will be held. 
Venue: 23, Bangabandhu Avenue. 
Time: 6.30pm. 

JP meeting
A meeting of the presidium of 
Jatiya Party (Monju) will be held 
with party Chairman Anwar 
Hossain Monju in the chair. 
Venue: 7/10/A, Block-D, Lalmatia. 
Time: 4.30pm.

Roundtable
Transparency Internat ional  
B a n g l a d e s h  o r g a n i s e s  a  
roundtable to release a report on 
local government. Venue: CIRDAP 
Auditorium, Topkhana Road. 
Time: 10.00am.

Workshop
The inaugural session of a five-day 
wo rk shop  on  'Women  i n  
Parliament- Empowerment and 

effective participation', organised 
by British Council in collaboration 
with Khan Foundation, will be 
held. Venue: Khan Foundation 
Auditorium, 5 Momenbagh. 

Discussion
Council for National Agenda will 
hold a discussion on national 
security and the need of the hour. 
Venue: CIRDAP Auditorium, 
Topkhana Road. Time: 4.00pm.

Trust meeting
Monthly meeting of the board of 
governors of Bangladesh Chhatra 
Kalyan Trust will be held with its 
Chairman Prof Dr Ashraf Siddiqui 
in the chair. Venue: 291/1, 
Sonargaon Road. Time: 5.00pm.

 

Training
The inauguration of a five-day 
training for its workers by 
Development Organisation of the 
Rural Poor will be held. Venue: 
152/2-I, Green Road. Time: 

T O D A Y
DHAKA

Awami Sangskritik Forum forms a human chain at Muktangan in the city yester-
day protesting August 21 grenade attack on Awami League rally.
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Transparency International, Bangladesh (TIB) Advisor Prof Muzaffer Ahmed, left, presents a working paper on the 
'Courtwatch' research at a roundtable at the Cirdap auditorium in the city yesterday. On his left are Jatiya Party (JP) 
Chairman Anwar Hossain Manju MP, Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal (JSD) President Hasanul Huq Inu and Lawyer Dr Shahdin 
Malik. TIB Bangladesh chapter organised the roundtable.
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GRENADE ATTACK 

SC Bar probe 
body urges 
people to 
provide info 
STAFF CORRESPONDENT 

The enquiry committee of Supreme 
Court Bar Association yesterday 
urged all concerned to provide 
information about the August 21 
grenade attack on an Awami 
League rally.

Persons having information 
about the attack are requested to 
contact Bashir Ahmed, secretary of 
the association and coordinator of 
the probe committee, at the 
Association Bhaban between 
10.00am and 4.00pm on any day 
from September 15 to 20.

Also, persons willing to provide 
any information or suggestions can 
also contact the enquiry committee 
at the same venue between 4.00pm 
to 6.00pm on those days to record 
their statements.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

 
The government is contemplating to 
initiate a shared  afforestation 
programme involving the inhabit-
ants of Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) 
for the economic emancipation of 
the local people, enhancement of 
national resources and overall 
improvement of the environment. 

An inter-ministerial meeting in 
Dhaka yesterday decided that a co-
ordinated afforestation programme 
will be undertaken at the CHT 
reserve forest by involving minis-

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Kushtia

A gang of criminals abducted a col-
lege student from his home at 
Masaura village in Daulatpur on 
Saturday night after his father refused 
to pay them Tk 50,000 in toll.

The armed gang stormed the 
house of one Minarul Islam at around 
midnight and demanded the amount.

But being refused, they picked up 
his son Kamrul Islam, 19, a student of 
People's Degree College, at gun-
point.

They also fired two blank shots 
while fleeing, sources said.

Later from an unknown place, the 
gang told Manirul over cell phone to 
pay Tk 4 lakh for the release of his 
son. They also threatened to kill 
Kamrul if the money is not paid. 

Contacted,  Sub- Inspector  
Mosaddek said they were trying to 
rescue the victim.

As many as 104 people, including 
41 school and college students, were 
abducted in the district in the last nine 
months.

Of them, 13 victims, including two 
students, were killed, 12 are still 

Wife hacks 
husband 
to death
STAFF CORRESPONDENT 

Incensed at her husband's alleged 
extramarital affair, a housewife hacked 
him to death in his sleep at their house at 
Shukarshi in Demra in the early hours of 
yesterday. 

Police arrested Nazma Begum 
Sathi, 30, wife of Reaz Shikder, after 
neighbours informed them in the morn-
ing. Both of them worked in Sina 
Garments at Demra.

The neighbours found Reaz lying in 
a pool of blood at his tin-roofed house. 
The body bore many stab wounds. 

"The couple brawled over the issue 
last night," police quoted a neighbour of 
Reaz as saying.

Nazma, mother of a four-year-
old girl, attacked her husband at 
about 2:00am with a machete in his 
sleep, they said, adding that her sari 
was bloodstained.

The body was sent to Mitford 
Hospital for autopsy. 

Reaz, who hailed from Tekali 
village of Bhandaria in Pirojpur, 
married Nazma of Pangsha upazila 
in Rajbari six years ago.

But their relationship had been 
strained for the last couple of years as 
Reaz allegedly had an illicit affair with 
a co-worker of the garments factory, 
police said.

COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka Court yesterday sen-
tenced five people to death and 
six others to life imprisonment for 
killing a Jubo League leader in the 
city on August 26 in 1999.

Judge Mohammad Rezaul 
Is lam of the Fi f th Addit ional 
M e t r o p o l i t a n  S e s s i o n s  
Judge's Court  gave the ver-
dict  at  a jam-packed court-
room for k i l l ing Saidul  Is lam 
Swapan, president of  a ward 
uni t  in Demra thana.

The convicts with death 
are two brothers- Shaf iul lah 
and Hedayetul lah and Babu 
al ias Abul Bashar,  Motasin 
a l i a s  M o t a s i n  B i l l a h  a n d  
I s m a i l  F a k i r  w h i l e  A b d u r  
R a h i m ,  H a z r a t  A l i ,  F a k i r  
Chand, Rakib Uddin, Shukur 
Al i  and Mostaque were given 
l i fe in ja i l .

Of the convicts, Motasin, Babu 
and Ismail were tried in absentia 
while the rest were present in the 
court during the delivery of the 
judgement.

The punishment of the fugi-
tives will be effective from the 
date of their arrest or surrender, 
the judge in his verdict said.

Earlier, the prosecution and 
the defence completed their 
arguments and the court recorded 
statements of 13 prosecution 
witnesses.

In the case filed with Demra 
Police Station , Swapan's elder 
brother Shamsul Islam alleged  
that a gang of assailants led by 
Shafiullah equipped with hockey 
s t icks  and sharp  weapons 
attacked their house at 12/2 Par 
Gandaria in the city to kill his 
brother Swapan, 22, at about 
9:30pm on August 25,1999. Later, 
they killed Swapan in front of 

Obituary
BSS, Dhaka

Spiritual leader and freedom fighter 
Hazrat  Moulana Shah Suf i  
Mohammad Kamaruddin Ahmed 
died at Holy Family Red Crescent 
Hospital in the city yesterday at the 
age of 65.

Moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by temporary gusty 
to squally wind is likely at most places over the country till 6.00pm 
today.

Moderately heavy to heavy falls are also likely at a few places, Met 
Office said predicting that day temperature may remain nearly 
unchanged over the country during the period.

Highest temperature 30.0 degree Celsius was recorded yesterday 
at Dinajpur and lowest 23.1 degree Celsius at Srimangol.

The sun sets in the capital at 6:04pm today and rises at 5:45am 
tomorrow.

Highest and lowest temperature and humidity recorded in some 
major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidity in
 in Celsius percentage
 Max Min Morning Evening
Dhaka 25.6 24.5 96 95
Chittagong 27.4  24.4 93 98
Rajshahi 26.6 24.6 86 86
Khulna 26.2  25.4 100 100
Barisal 26.2 24.8 100 --    
Sylhet 25.2  24.2 95 100
Cox's Bazar 28.0  24.7 100 92

T O D A Y

UNB,  Dhaka

Moderately heavy falls likely

KILLING OF DEMRA JUBO LEAGUE LEADER

Five to die, six get life 
Nazma Monzil in the pre-planned 
way over previous enmity.

Shamsul Islam filed a murder 
case accusing Shafiulah and 10 
others the same day. The investi-
gation officer pressed charges 
against Shafiullah and 11 others 
on May 29, 2001 showing 24 
people as prosecution witnesses.

Victim's father Sirajul Islam 
was present in the court during 
the delivery of the judgement and 

expressed his satisfaction over 
the verdict.

Specially appointed Public 
Prosecutor Haji Nazrul Islam, 
Additional Public Prosecutor 
Khorshed Alam and Assistant 
Pub l i c  Prosecu to r  Hossa in  
Majumder appeared for the state 
while advocates Abdul Matin 
Khosru, AFM Abdul Wadud and 
Shah Alam Talukder defended the 
accused.

College student 
abducted in Kushtia
Tk 4 lakh ransom demanded  

Plan to initiate shared 
afforestation in CHT

tries and departments concerned 
including the Ministry of Chittagong 
Hill Tracts Affairs, Chittagong Hill 
Tracts Regional Council and 
Development Board, Bandarban, 
Khagrachhari and Rangamati Hill 
Districts Council and the local 
inhabitants. 

Presided over by Forest and 
Environment Minister Tariqul Islam, 
the meeting was attended, among 
others, by State Minister for Forest 
and Environment Jafrul Islam 
Chowdhury, Deputy Minister for 
CHT Affairs Moni Swapan Dewan, 
Chairman of Bandarban Hill District 
Ma Mra Ching, Chairman of 
Khagrachhari Hill District Nakstra 
D e v b a r m a n ,  F o r e s t  a n d  
Environment Secretary Dr Shoaib 
Ahmed, Secretary of CHT Affairs 
Ministry Shajahan Majumder and 
Chief Forest Conservator M 
Anwarul Islam. 

The forest department will initiate 
the afforestation programme on the 
basis of resource sharing with local 
inhabitants keeping pace with their 
socio-cultural life. 

The government will provide 
saplings, fertiliser and other inputs, 
and share 50 percent of the revenue 
with the people involved in the 
afforestation programme. 

GOSWAMI MURDER

Verdict tomorrow
UNB, Chittagong

Verdict in sensational Modon Gopal 
Goswami murder case scheduled 
for yesterday has been deferred to 
Tuesday due to "unavoidable cir-
cumstances".

Judge of  the Chi t tagong 
Divisional Speedy Trial Tribunal, 
Hassan Imam said the date of the 
verdict has been shifted due to 
illness of his stenographer.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Seven opposition youth organisa-
tions, including youth front of the 
main opposition Awami League, will 
form a common platform titled 'Jubo 
Sangram Parishad' to launch one 
point oust-government movement.

Leaders of Jubo League, Jubo 
Maitree, Jubo Gono Forum, Jubo 
Samity, Jatiya Jubo Oikya, Jatiya 
Jubo Jote and Jubo Mahila League 
will announce joint agitation 
programmes from a press confer-
ence at Taher Auditorium in the city 
today.

1005 lawyers 
reject judicial 
probe body 
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

One thousand and five lawyers of 
the Supreme Court and Dhaka Bar 
yesterday rejected the one-member 
judicial probe commission of Justice 
Joynul Abedin and demanded an 
international investigation into the 
August 21 grenade attack on an 
Awami League rally. 

In a joint statement, they said the 
attack was a blow to democracy, 
constitution and the independence 
and sovereignty of the country.

They alleged that the attack on 
Opposition Leader and AL President 
Sheikh Hasina was carried out with 
"government patronisation" to 
create another August 15. 

They lawyers felt that the judicial 
probe commission was not working 
impartially as Justice Joynul Abedin 
was performing his duties on con-
sultation with the government.

They also demanded resignation 
of the government as it failed to 
arrest any culprit even three weeks 
into the incident and to ensure 
safety of the opposition leader.

The signatories to the statement 
included Barrister M Amir-ul-Islam, 
Shawkat Ali Khan, Abdul Baset 
Majumder, Md Ojaer Faruq, Abdul 
Matin Khasru, Sahara Khatun, 
Yu s u f  H o s s a i n  H u m a y u n ,  
Momtajuddin Mehedi, Subrata 
Chowdhury and Md Rahmat Ali.

Jubo Sangram 
Parishad formed 

missing and the rest bought their 
freedom.
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