
AFP, Rome

Inter Milan coach Roberto Mancini 
believes the club's lavish summer 
signings will enable them to mount a 
serious challenge for the Serie A title 
this season. 

The new campaign gets under-
way on Saturday with title-holders 
AC Milan at home to newly-
promoted Livorno, back in the top 
flight after a 55-year absence, while 
Inter face a tricky away trip to 
Chievo. 

Inter lured Mancini from Lazio 
this summer after finishing a mas-
sive 23 points behind the champi-
ons and with the financial muscle of 
wealthy owner Massimo Moratti has 
been busy strengthening his squad 
over the last two months. 

The former Italy international has 
brought in Dutch hardman Edgar 
Davids, mercurial Argentinian Juan 
Sebastian Veron and speedy 
Brazilian wing-back Jose Ze Maria 
from relegated Perugia to broaden 
his midfield options. 

Mancini also raided his former 
club, persuading experienced 
defenders Giuseppe Favalli and 
Serbian Sinisa Mihajlovic to leave 
the capital and head north to join the 
Inter revolution. 

Having eclipsed city rivals Milan 
in the transfer market, Mancini 
believes the perennial underachiev-
ers are now ready to challenge for 
the Scudetto which they last won in 

1989. 
"Inter are on the same level as 

Milan," said the 39-year-old, Serie 
A's youngest coach. 

"The difference between us and 
them is that we have changed a lot, 
while Milan haven't and I'm confi-

dent we will have something to say 
in the race for the title. 

"Inter have always had a talented 
squad, but they have had problems 
coping with the weight of expecta-
tion, especially when you consider 
the amount of money the club has 
spent in the past. 

"But I believe we have made 
some excellent additions to the 
squad and if we play to our potential, 
I see no reason why we shouldn't be 
successful. We can make life diffi-
cult for Milan." 

AC Milan have been relatively 

quiet in the transfer market, but their 
midfield dynamo Andrea Pirlo 
believes that could work in their 
favour. 

"We have been together a long 
time and there is an excellent team 
spirit here," said the Italy interna-
tional, who played for the Italian 
Olympic team which came back 
from Athens with a bronze medal. 

"That isn't something that devel-
ops overnight, it takes time. Teams 
like Inter and Juventus have bought 
good players, but they will need time 
to adapt and get used to their new 
surroundings." 

On Sunday, last season's run-
ners-up Roma face newly-promoted 
Fiorentina at the Olympic stadium, 
while Juventus, champions in 2002 
and 2003 and now coached by 
Fabio Capello, visit Brescia. 

Capello left Roma to fill the gap 
left by Marcello Lippi, who replaced 
Giovanni Trapattoni as coach of the 
Italian national team after Euro 
2004. 
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TOP SIX
German football league table after 
Sunday's matches (played, won, 
drawn, lost, goals for, against, 
points):  
Stuttgart 11 8 3 0 17 2 27 
Leverkusen  10 8 1 1 23 7 25 
Bremen 11 8 1 2 29 15 25 
Munich 11 6 3 2 25 15 21 

BTV
Athens Olympic Games

Highlights
Live at 8:30 pm

ESPN
Sortscentre

Live at 8:30 pm

STAR Sports
Sportsline

Live at 8:00 pm

Nitol-Tata National Football 
League

Abahani v Sheikh Russel
Venue: Sher-e-Bangla National 

US OPEN DIARY

Pete Sampras is youngest male player 
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1. Who won the first gold medal in 
the Athens Olympics?

       Galkina              Devers                   
Du

       

2. Who became Asia Cup cricket 
champs?

      India Pakistan   Sri Lanka           

3. Who clinched the Cincinnati 
Masters tennis title?

       Federer     Henman Agassi

4. Who lifted the 25th nat'l  hockey 
crown?

 Usha    MSC        Bangladesh 
Army         

Competition closes at 8 pm 
Sept 10, 2004 and draw

shortly afterwards

Tick the correct answers, post 
to 

COMPETITION 216

PHOTO: AFP
TAKE ME HOME! Diego Maradona waits for a car as he leaves the psychiatric 
hospital in Ituzaingo, in the outskirts of Buenos Aires on September 9. Maradona 
has put off his travel to Cuba where he is to pursue treatment for his longstanding 
cocaine addiction. Maradona's ex-wife and daughters were trying to ensure that 
he stayed in Argentina whereas the legendary footballer wanted to return to Cuba 
where he had lived since 2000. 

Beckham's 
mega Gillette
contract
AFP, Madrid

England football captain David 
Beckham has signed a 50-million-
euro, five-year contract with US 
company Gillette, sports newspaper 
AS reported on Friday. 

According to AS, Beckham is the 
highest paid sportsman in Europe 
thanks to publicity and marketing 
contracts which will have earned 
him 34 million euros in 2004, five 
times his salary at Real Madrid. 

Savage 
complains
of brutality!
AFP,  Cardiff

Controversial Wales midfielder 
Robbie Savage has admitted he is 
on the verge of quitting international 
football after being sent-off in his 
side's 2-2 draw with Northern 
Ireland on Wednesday. 

"I'm seriously considering my 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f u t u r e , "  t h e  
Birmingham player said. 

Savage was sent off after just 10 
minutes for retaliating to Michael 
Hughes' wild lunge and he accused 
his opponent, who was also dis-
missed, of deliberately trying to hurt 
him. 

"A tackle like that is a disgrace. 
He was trying to break my legs," 
Savage told the BBC. 

"But I'm bigger and better than 
him and always will be. I got up after 
the tackle but I didn't even raise my 
hands. It was the normal reaction of 
anybody. I'm fiery and that's what I 
get paid for. 

"Then I got pushed over again, 
so to get sent off I couldn't believe it. 
But it's not about me, it's about the 
team." 

Northern Ireland striker David 
Healy was also red-carded for 
overdoing his goal celebrations that 
gave his side a 2-0 lead. 

Last 10 winners of the Italian league title: 

2004 - AC Milan 
2003 - Juventus 
2002 - Juventus 
2001 - Roma 
2000 - Lazio 
1999 - AC Milan 
1998 - Juventus 
1997 - Juventus 
1996 - AC Milan 
1995 - Juventus

CHAMPIONS OF 
THE LAST DECADE

AFP, Madrid

Spanish international midfielder 
Ruben Baraja won the league title 
with Valencia last season and 
earned his corn as much as anyone 
in the whole of La Liga, playing an 
unrivalled 64 matches for club and 
country. 

He paid the price at Euro 2004 as 
Spain flopped in the opening phase 
and this week led calls for the num-
ber of matches to be trimmed back. 

The call came just as Real 
Madrid's England pair David 
Beckham and Michael Owen pre-
pared to come back from interna-
tional duty for their fifth match in two 
weeks - Saturday's second league 
match of the new campaign against 
modest Numancia. 

Beckham and Owen, along with 
the likes of clubmate Raul, slogged 
through World Cup qualifying dou-
ble headers with their national 
squads last weekend and in mid-
week and before that Real met 
Mexican side Las Pumas in a pres-
tige friendly. 

Prior to that, Real had to go 
through the f ina l  round of  
Champions League qualifying, 
having already fitted in a truncated 
Asian tour which followed hot on the 
heels of Euro 2004 itself, a tourna-
ment during which Beckham has 
since explained he had nothing left 
in the tank. 

"They are really clogging up the 
calendar," said Baraja ahead of 
Spain's World Cup qualifier in 
Bosnia. 

"The calendar is atrocious with 
regard to the amount of games and 
competitions that there are to slog 
through," said Baraja, adding it was 
becoming "impossible to give 100 
percent" all of the time. 

"In the end they (the game's 

authorities) are going to kill football," 
warned Baraja, who has crammed 
nine games into a 21-day period, 
including the European and 
Spanish Super Cups and interna-
tionals. 

Valencia teammate Roberto 
Ayala has also suffered after an 
almost non-stop schedule which 
included the Copa America and the 
Olympics with Argentina and now 
faces eight weeks out after knee 
surgery. 

Barcelona are another top club 
with similar problems with the likes 
of Ronaldinho facing a lengthy 
programme of Brazilian World Cup 
qualifiers on the other side of the 
globe. 

One solution is a bigger squad, a 
road down which Real are going this 
season after capturing Owen to add 
to a forward line already containing 
Ronaldo and Raul as well as 
Fernando Morientes, recalled from 
his loan period at Monaco. 

Raul has been under pressure in 
the media after a poor season with 
Real and Spain but his talismanic 
quality means both club coach Jose 
Antonio Camacho and national 
incumbent Luis Aragones have kept 
faith with the record goalscorer in 
the Champions League. 

The player himself says a true 
professional just gets on with the job 
and proves his worth. 

"When you are a professional at 
elite level you are in the eye of the 
storm for good or bad," said Raul, 
hoping the sun comes back out 
soon with Owen and Morientes 
straining at the leash. 

As Real, seeking to benefit from 
the decisions by Luis Figo and 
Zinedine Zidane to quit the interna-
tional game, seek to roll over 
Numancia, Claudio Ranieri 's 
Valencia have a tough assignment 
at Athletic Bilbao. 

Valencia, taking an increasingly 
Italian shape under the Tinkerman, 

started out with an unspectacular 2-
1 home win over Villarreal but 
Bilbao's San Mames stadium is far 
from the easiest place to bank full 
points. 

B a r c e l o n a ,  a l s o  p l a y i n g  
Saturday, take on a Seville side 
which began with a narrow win over 
Albacete but which should not 
trouble a rejuvenated Catalan club 
at the Nou Camp. 

Barca swamped Santander 
away in their opener with new boys 
Ludovic Giuly and Samuel Eto'o 
hitting the target. 

Frank Rijkaard's men started 
badly last term and ended up storm-
ing to second place. 

This time they are determined 
not to repeat old errors, which 
included an early home draw with 
Seville. 

"We messed up last time in the 
first half of the season, especially at 
home. You need a good home 
record to win the league and we 
were missing that last time," admit-
ted midfielder Xavi Hernandez. 

On Sunday, Champions League 
participants Deportivo La Coruna 
host Osasuna, Atletico Madrid - still 
firmly in Real's shadow - travel to 
Albacete, Villarreal take on Real 
Sociedad, Betis meet Barca city 
rivals Espanyol, Malaga take on 
Zaragoza, Getafe face Mallorca and 
Levante face Santander. 

Preview: Primera Liga

It's a tough life

Saturday: Real Madrid v Numancia, 
Athletic Bilbao v Valencia, Barcelona v 
Seville 
Sunday: Albacete v Atletico Madrid, 
Deportivo La Coruna v Osasuna, 
Villarreal v Real Sociedad, Real Betis v 
Espanyol, Malaga v Real Zaragoza, 
Getafe v Real Mallorca, Levante v Racing 
Santander 

FIXTURES 

AFP, London

Alex Ferguson wi l l  turn to 
Argentinian defender Gabriel Heinze 
in an effort to solve a Manchester 
United injury crisis which is threatening 
to blow a huge hole in the Old 
Trafford's giants' title chase. 

Heinze, 26, hasn't kicked a ball for 
his new club since signing from Paris 
Saint Germain in the summer and has 
infuriated Ferguson by playing for 
Argentina in the Copa America and 
then in the Olympics where he helped 
his country win gold. 

He then went back to South 
America to play a World Cup qualifier 
against Peru last weekend. 

But he is in line to make his United 
debut in Saturday's Premiership clash 
at Bolton as United look to recover 
from a miserable start to the season. 

They languish in ninth place in the 
table already seven points behind 
bitter rivals Arsenal and Chelsea who 
occupy the top two spots with perfect 
records. 

Ferguson is already without John 
O'Shea while Gary Neville and Louis 
Saha both limped out of midweek 
World Cup qualifiers. Wes Brown is 
still sidelined while Rio Ferdinand's 
eight-month suspension still has a 
week to run. 

"My situation isn't easy," said 
Heinze. 

"United's directors are a bit 
annoyed, but I always did what I felt 
was correct and United will be proud to 
have a gold medal winner in the 
squad. 

"Some people say I did the right 
thing, others say I didn't. But I'm never 
going to say 'no' to Argentina. 

"I want to respond to what has 
happened through my efforts on the 
pitch. I'm going to show I can shine in 
the Premiership. I can't wait to play for 
United." 

Champions Arsenal go to London 
rivals Fulham who have never beaten 
the Gunners in six attempts in the top 
flight - the best they have to show was 
a draw in last season's Highbury 
encounter. 

Furthermore, Arsenal haven't lost a 
Premiership London derby since 
November 2001 - a run of 25 games 
without defeat against other capital 
clubs. 

Sol Campbell and Jeremie 
Aliadiere are still unavailable but, 
aside from that duo, coach Arsene 
Wenger's squad has a clean bill of 
health ahead of the trip to Craven 
Cottage. 

"Some players have come back 
more tired than others from World Cup 
duty because of the travelling 
involved," said Wenger. 

"For example, Edu and Gilberto 

were in Brazil for a game against 
Bolivia and then flew to Germany for a 
friendly. But they are OK. 

"The signs are good for the start of 
a season, we are not complaining." 

Chelsea, who along with Arsenal 
and United, kick-off their Champions 
League campaigns next week, travel 
to Aston Villa for a lunchtime kick-off 
where Colombian striker Juan Pablo 
Angel will be looking to become the 
Londoners' bogey-man for the sec-
ond time in nine months. 

Last season he scored the goal 
which put Chelsea out of the League 
Cup. 

Saturday's most intriguing clash 
will be at St James's Park where 
Newcastle will face Blackburn having 
just tempted coach Graeme Souness 
to leave Lancashire for the north-
east. 

Preview: Premier League

Work cut out for MU

FIXTURES 
Saturday: Aston Villa v Chelsea (1245 
GMT), Bolton v Manchester Utd, 
Fulham v Arsenal, Liverpool v West 
B r om,  Man  C i t y  v  E ve r t on ,  
Middlesbrough v Birmingham, 
Newcastle v Blackburn, Portsmouth v 
Crystal Palace (1615 GMT) 
Sunday: Tottenham v Norwich (1505 
GMT) 
Monday: Charlton v Southampton 
(1900 GMT) 

Preview: Serie A

A three-horse race

FIXTURES 
(Kick off 1300 GMT unless stated) 
Saturday: Chievo v Inter Milan (1600 
GMT), AC Milan v Livorno (1830 GMT) 
Sunday: Atalanta v Lecce, Brescia v 
Juventus, Cagliari v Bologna, Palermo v 
Siena, Parma v Messina, Reggina v 
Udinese,  Roma v Fiorent ina,  
Sampdoria v Lazio (1830 GMT) 
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1. Who won the first gold medal in 
the Athens Olympics?

       Galkina              Devers                   
Du

       

2. Who became Asia Cup cricket 
champs?

      India Pakistan   Sri Lanka           

3. Who clinched the Cincinnati 
Masters tennis title?

       Federer     Henman Agassi

4. Who lifted the 25th nat'l  hockey 
crown?

 Usha    MSC        Bangladesh 
Army         

Competition closes at 8 pm 
Sept 17, 2004 and draw

shortly afterwards

Tick the correct answers, post 
to 
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FROM PAGE 13

field, Astle and Styris steadied the 
Black Caps, the partnership reach-
ing 100 stand off 107 balls. 

Styris was caught by Aijaz Ali 
when he lofted a delivery from 
Staple to long-on. 

The USA skipper then had two 
wickets for two runs in seven balls 
when next man Chris Cairns was 
caught for three at long leg by sub 
Donovan Blake. 

Astle reached his century off 137 
deliveries as the bowling became 
woefully slack towards the end of 
the innings. 

Despite conceding 27 off the 
47th over, Howard Johnson yorked 
McMillan on 25, but television 
umpire Darrell Hair correctly called 
a no-ball as Johnson had over-
stepped his crease. 

SCOREBOARD
Scoreboard in the ICC Champions 
Trophy Pool A match between New 
Zealand and United States at The 
Oval on Friday:
NEW ZEALAND 
Fleming c Romero b Reid 15 
Astle not out 145 
Marshall c Desai b Romero 11 
Styris c Aijaz b Staple 75 
Cairns c sub (Blake) b Staple 3 
C McMillan not out  64 
Extras: (lb-10, w-21, nb-3) 34 
Total: (For four wkts in 50 overs) 347
Did not bat: J.Oram, B.McCullum, 
C.Harris, D.Vettori, D.Tuffey.
Fall of wkts: 1-25, 2-43, 3-206, 4-
211
Bowler O M R W
Johnson 7 1 43 0
Reid 10 0 37 1
Romero 4 0 52 1
Lambert 10 0 66 0
Rashid Zia 9 1 63 0
Staple 10 0 76 2
UNITED STATES: M.Johnson, 
R . A l e x a n d e r ,  L . R o m e r o ,  
S.Massiah, R.Staple, C.Lambert, 
C.Reid, J.Desai, Aijaz Ali, Rashid 
Zia, H.Johnson.
Toss: United States of America
Umpires: B Doctrove (WI) and D 
Shepherd
TV Umpire: D Hair (Aus)
Match Referee: M Procter (SA)

USA bashed

FROM PAGE 13

"I was supposed to be playing golf 
with my dad in Scotland this weekend 
but I'll have to change my plans now."

Roddick said the match hinged on 
a few points.

"He converted and I didn't, that's 
pretty much it," said Roddick. 

"But you've got to give credit to him, 
he serves out of a tree.

"I don't feel good, if there was a 
flight out of La Guardia in 20 minutes 
I'd be on it."

Earlier, Agassi's dreams of a third 
U.S. Open title were left in tatters as 
Federer proved why he is the world's 
best player.

As Wednesday's rain was replaced 
by a swirling breeze, top seed Federer 
returned to complete a 6-3, 2-6, 7-5, 3-
6, 6-3 win and clinch a semifinal 
against Tim Henman.

With a vicious crosswind playing 
havoc, Australian Open and 
Wimbledon champion Federer 
showed that behind the cool persona 
and flowing groundstrokes is a core of 
steel.

No American standing 

FROM PAGE 13

both of whom had successful A tours 
recently. 

They face Kenya in their first 
m a t c h  a t  t h e  R o s e  B o w l ,  
Southampton on Saturday and also 
play Pakistan at Edgbaston on 
September 19.

Balaji will be replaced by 
medium-pacer Amit Bhandari.

Bhandari, 25, has grabbed five 
wickets in his two one-day interna-
tionals for India but has an economy 
rate of six runs an over. He last 
played against Zimbabwe in Perth in 
February.

India suffer 

FROM PAGE 13

For former New Zealand batsman 
Wright, then recently-installed as 
India coach, the impression 
Harbhajan made was instant. 

"We were looking for spinners 
and Kumble was injured. Anil and I 
had a look at 10 or 12 spinners in 
Chennai and that was the first time I 
had seen him (Harbhajan) at close 
quarters," said Wright. 

"He got bounce and lots of turn. 
When you see someone like that, 
well you just don't see who can 
bounce it and turn it like that. He got 
his line right and his confidence 
grew from that. 

"The thing about Harbhajan is 
that he is a vicious competitor and 
that's what I love about both Kumble 
and Harbhajan." 

But Wright, whose side also face 
arch-rivals Pakistan in Pool C, 
added there were ways in which the 
duo differed. 

"Anil's a great technician, 
extremely determined and a won-
derful professional. In everything he 
does he is a great role model for all 
youngsters. 

"Harbhajan is younger, he proba-
bly shows his emotions a lot more. It 
will be good for us to have both of 
them bowling together. 

"They are world-class bowlers 
especially in any conditions where 
spin is prevalent and they enjoy 
bowling together." 

Wright's spin 

FROM PAGE 13

found form with 90 in the last match 
before the ICC Champions Trophy, a 
title the side currently share with Sri 
Lanka. 

"Our form hasn't been as good as 
we would have liked but the match at 
Lord's gave us a lift so we are very 
positive," Dravid added. 

"We have spoken about our 
batting, had a few meetings with the 
batsmen and it's about people getting 
back to basics. 

"It was nice to see Sourav get a 
few runs and I got a few." 

With Pakistan India's main rivals 
for a place in the semifinals, Dravid 
left no doubt that the side's main 
focus is on meeting their arch-rivals 
at Edgbaston on Friday. 

"With this game against Kenya 
and another practice game hopefully 
our batsmen will get into rhythm for 
the closing stages," he added. 

"With the format the tournament is 
almost like a knockout and on a good 
day we can beat anybody. 

"So we just need to put together 
three or four good days." 

Dravid a team 

CRICINFO, London

Chaminda Vaas is either a man of 
modest ambitions or, worryingly for 
Sri Lanka, is contemplating a possi-
ble early retirement from the inter-
national game. 

Just 30-years-old now, Vaas has 
revealed that he is about 60-odd 
Test wickets away from hanging up 
his boots. 

"I am looking forward to ending 
my cricket career with 400 ODI 
wickets and 325 Test wickets," 
Vaas, who currently has 312 ODI 
and 262 Test scalps to his name, 
told the Daily Mirror. 

"If I reach that mark then I will 
know that the time has come for me 
to say goodbye to cricket." 

Speaking the day after being 
selected for the World Test XI and 
World ODI XI at the inaugural ICC 
awards ceremony in London on 
Tuesday night, Vaas claimed to be 
surprised and delighted by the 
panel's decision. 

"I did not expect anything," said 
Vaas. 

"But I knew I was in with a chance 

as I have played well in the past two 
or three years. I am delighted that 
they have recognised by hard work. 
My job is to bowl well for the team. I 
did just that and the rest is the result 
of the effort I put in." 

Vaas also threw his support 

behind Marvan Atapattu, revealing 
that the recent team revival owed 
much to his leadership qualities, 
and claiming that Atapattu was 
already "as good" as Arjuna 
Ranatunga, Sri Lanka's most effec-
tive leader since being awarded 

Test status. 
"Marvan is a really good captain. 

I would say he is as good as Arjuna 
Ranatunga. Marvan has ideal 
leadership qualities. He educates 
the players and encourages them. I 
think we have achieved our recent 
successes because of this," he said. 

Vaas will be leading Sri Lanka's 
attack during the Champions 
Trophy and is confident that their 
winning run can be extended: "We 
play well as a team -- anyone can 
see that -- and we have the potential 
to come out on top. All XI players are 
contributing, not just one or two, and 
our cricket has reached a new 
level." 

"Conditions here [in England] 
might be difficult. But I don't see it as 
a problem. I see this as an opportu-
nity where we can prove a point. We 
want to win this tournament and 
prove to our critics that we can play 
well anywhere." 

"This is an excellent opportunity. 
We really did well in the Asia Cup 
and also against the South African 
back at home. We are playing 
brilliantly as a team at the moment. 
There is no better chance for us to 
grab our chance and prove our 
capabilities," he added. 

Vaas sets his target

 

BBC ONLINE, London

South African opener Herschelle 
Gibbs says he is working hard at 
getting back into form for the 
Champions Trophy. 

The opener has had a poor run 
as South Africa have lost 10 one-
day internationals on the trot. 

"I think I've gone to look for balls 
to play and maybe my shot selection 
hasn't been that good," he told this 
website. 

"I've had a good look at myself 
and analysed the last year's hap-
penings. Maybe I haven't taken 
enough responsibility for my 
wicket." 

On his day there is no doubt that 
Gibbs is one of the most dazzling 
talents in world cricket. 

In 154 one-day internationals he 
has scored 4, 815 runs at an aver-
age of 33.90, with a strike rate of 
81.27. 

He also has 12 hundreds but has 
not reached three figures since his 

143 against New Zealand at the 
World Cup in February 2003. 

Since an unbeaten 93 against 
Zimbabwe in Cardiff in July 2003, 
Gibbs has passed 50 just once in 22 
innings, and his poor form has 
mirrored an appalling run by South 

Africa. 
Despite having a powerful side 

on paper they have managed to lose 
their last 10 matches on the trot. 

Gibbs says that he has to take a 
share of the responsibility for the 

poor run. 
"You've got to look at the core of 

the team," he said. 
"If there is a problem you always 

look at the experienced players. 
"I can only speak for my own 

performance and I haven't per-
formed very well over the past year 
or so. 

"I've got to get things going up 
front and set the platform for the 
innings." 

An instinctive player by nature, 
Gibbs has nevertheless taken time 
to analyse why he has been failing 
to score big runs. 

"If I think of the hundreds I've 
scored I've really just gone about the 
beginning part of my innings with 
normal cricket," he said. 

"I always picked up the momen-
tum later on in the innings." 

And despite his poor run Gibbs is 
adamant that it is not because he is 
not fully committed to the South 
African cause. 

"Playing international cricket is a 
huge privilege and the hunger has 
always been there," he said. 

"I've maybe just confused myself 
a little bit, but I think I've sorted out 
my approach now." 

Gibbs on journey 
of discovery 

HERSCHELLE GIBBS

CHAMINDA VAAS

The Swiss, bidding to become the 
first player since Swede Mats 
Wilander in 1988 to win three grand 
slam titles in the same year, held a two 
sets to one lead overnight.

But Agassi, 34, launched a stirring 
fightback to break Federer's serve in 
the eighth game of the fourth set and 
level the match.

The fifth set became a war of 
attrition and it was Agassi, playing in 
his 12th quarterfinal here, who 
cracked first.

He sent a forehand long in the 
eighth game to hand Federer a break 
and the Swiss player served out for the 
match.

"It was unbelievably windy," 
Federer said. 

"I had one game where I served 
three or four double faults and com-
pletely lost my game.

"In the end it was just a case of 
waiting for your opponent to make a 
mistake."

Agassi, though, vowed to return.
"Contrary to what it seems like 

you're hearing, I (have) never had an 
intention not to play," he told reporters. 

"My game plan is to play until I can't 
do it.

"I came here expecting to make 
somebody play a great match to beat 
me," added the 1994 and 1999 cham-
pion. 

"I mean, there's only so much you 
can do, you just gotta hope it falls your 
way."

Henman shrugged off an early 
setback to reach the semifinals for the 
first time with a 6-1, 7-5, 5-7, 6-2 
triumph over Slovak Dominik Hrbaty 
after their match was also interrupted 
the previous night.

The Briton was close to victory on 
Wednesday, cruising two sets up 
before rain fell.

He held serve at 4-5 in the third 
when play resumed but two games 
later a netted approach gave Hrbaty 
the set and a glimmer of hope.

But Henman, 30, quickly regained 
control, breaking the Slovakian twice 
to advance.

"I'm very excited about reaching 
my first semifinal in New York and 
playing Federer will be a pretty special 
match," said Henman, who holds a 6-2 
head-to-head lead over the Swiss.

Hewitt maintained his flawless 
progress through the draw, making 
only 10 unforced errors against a 
demoralised Haas.

"I was just trying to pressure him 
and make him hit an extra shot each 
time," said Hewitt, who is yet to drop a 
set at this year's championships. 

"I could sense that he wasn't 
enjoying it out there."

Abdullah, Eva 
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14.70s. Chaina Khatun took the 
800m gold.

Country's number one long-
jumper Fouzia Huda Jui, mean-
while, remained unchallenged when 
the BKSP lass leapt to gold with 
5.92 metres.

Earlier, State Minister for Youth 
and Sports Fazlur Rahman 
declared the two-day meet open. 
Ria Luminturaso, an Indonesian 
IAAF (International Amateur 
Athletics Federation) official, was 
present as special guest.

A total of 656 athletes including 
140 women are expected to com-
pete in the competition. 

Tikolo feels
insulted
BBC ONLINE, London

Kenya's Steve Tikolo has launched 
an attack on world cricket's govern-
ing body, saying the 2003 World 
Cup semifinalists have been shown 
no respect. 

"You need to play more to keep 
up with the best. With a lack of 
games Kenya's future doesn't look 
good," he said. 

Asked who was to blame he said: 
"It's the ICC because they're the 
guardians of the game all over the 
world. 

"They're talking about globa-
lising the game but what they're doing 
to Kenya does not point to that." 

Kenya reached the World Cup's 
final four by beating Sri Lanka and 
Zimbabwe and took points after 
New Zealand forfeited a game in 
Nairobi. 

But a late invite to a tournament 
in Sharjah straight afterwards was 
the last time they played one-day 
international cricket. 

"Our last tournament was last 
year in April -- that's about 17 
months without a single one-dayer," 
said Tikolo, whose side played 
recent home series against 
Pakistan A and India A. 

"We really feel disappointed. 
We're not getting any respect." 

"We would like to see tours com-
ing to Kenya, Kenya touring outside. 
There are triangular [tournaments] 
going on - Kenya's not being invited." 

Unlike USA, Kenya did not have 
to qualify for this tournament 
because the ICC has given them 
one-day international status. 

But Tikolo added: "If we're not 
going to play one-dayers then the 
status is useless." 
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