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Bengal Studies
Confce in city
in January

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The 37th Bengal Studies
Conference (BSC) will be held in
Dhaka from January 4 to 6 to help
create a potential future for
Bangladesh through discovering its
past.

This is the first time that the
conference is going to be held in
Bangladesh inits 40-year history.

Traditionally, the noted universi-
ties of the United States and
Canada have organised the confer-
ence.

The first BSC was held at
Michigan State University in the
USAin 1965.

It specially focuses on culture,
tradition, history, science, technol-
ogy, political science, international
relationship and anthropology of
Bangladesh.

Stamford University
Bangladesh, a private university,
will host the 37th Bengal Studies
Conference.

Stamford University Vice-
Chancellor Dr M A Hannan Firoj will
actas convenor.

At a press conference at the
National Press Club in the city
yesterday, Dr Hannan announced
the formation of different commit-
tees including patron committee,
apex committee and organising
committee for smooth holding of the
conference.

He said it will include seminar,
roundtable, open discussion, audio-
visual show, book and photo fair,
cultural programme, river cruise and
city tour.

16 ships to
arrive at Ctg
port this week

BSS, chittagong

Sixteen ships, including a container,
are expected to arrive at Chittagong
Port in the next one week, port
officials said.

The ships, scheduled to arrive
here by September 16, include five
Bangladesh flag carrier, four
Singapore flag carrier and two
Vietnam flag carrier vessels.

The port sources said four ships -
- Kota, Naga, QC Honor, Orchid and
Banglar Shourabh berthed at the
port jetties yesterday while five
others -- MV Gracia, MV Banglar
Jyoti, Bangladesh Robi, Banglar
Bijoy and Sonata -- sailed out after
unloading container and bulk car-
goes.

Twelve ships now berthed at the
port and the private jetties and now
loading and unloading containers
and cargoes, the sources said.

Bhuiyan visits
ailing Naziur
BSS, Dhaka

BNP Secretary General and LGRD
and Cooperatives Minister Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan yesterday visited
four party alliance leader and
Chairman of Bangladesh Jatiya
Party (BJP) Naziur Rahman Manzur
at Birdem Hospital.

BEA distributes
books

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh Electrical Association
(BEA) yesterday distributed educa-
tional materials among the flood-
affected students inthe capital.

The association distributed books,
khatas, pens and pencils among the
students of Meradia Government
Primary School, said a pressrelease.

Association Chairman Mir Nizam
Uddin Ahmed, Senior Vice-Chairman
Alimuzzaman Alam, Vice-Chairman
Engineer Mohammed Rustom Ali
Khan, Director Abu Bakar Siddikh,
Headmistress Nurjahan Begum and
other teachers were present on the
occasion.

PHOTO: STAR
Karmojibi Nari holds a rally at the Central Shaheed Minar in the city yesterday to mark the 'Day of Resistance
to Violence against Women'.

'‘Resist repression on
women unitedly’

Speakers tell Karmoijibi Nari rally

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at arally in the city yester-
day called for building up united
resistance against all sorts of
repression on women.

They also urged the authorities
concerned to take steps to end all
kinds of discrimination against
women.

The rally was organised by
Karmojibi Nari, an initiative for
working women, at the Central
Shaheed Minar to observe the Day
of Resistance to Violence against
Women.

The speakers called upon all
political parties and progressive
forces to forge greater unity against
women repression, bomb and
grenade attack, terrorism and
communalism.

They expressed concern at the
August 21 grenade attack on Awami
League rally that killed 20 people
including AL women leader Ivy
Rahman and three other women.

Karmojibi Nari President Shirin
Akhtar urged the government to
form impartial probe commission to
investigate the cases of women
repression.

"We cannot depend on police
investigations as women are still
being raped and tortured in police
custody," she added.

"Recently two police were sen-
tenced to death in the verdict of the
Yasmin Rape and Murder Case, but
women repression is continuing in
the country as usual," said Golam

Kuddus, general secretary of
Sammilito Sangskritik Jote.

Bangladesh Mahila Parisad
Leader Rekha Chowdhury urged
the women to unite to resist the
fanatics.

General Secretary of Karmojibi
Nari Sharmin Kabir, Executive
Director of Ain O Salish Kendra
Sultana Kamal, Human Rights
Activist Alina Khan, Sammilito Nari
Samaj Leader Sultana Akhtar Rubi
and Assistant Director of
Bangladesh Institute of Labour
Studies Sultan Uddin Ahmed also
spoke attherally.

Rab arrests
PBCP cadre
in Khulna

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Rapid Action Battalion (Rab)
arrested an armed cadre of Purbo
Banglar Communist Party
(Janajuddho) at Khalishpur.

The arrestee was identified as
Hedayet Hossain Litu. He is an
accused in two murder and seven
other criminal cases.

The arrested PBCP (J) opera-
tive is son of late Abdus Samad
Molla of Tajpur village under
Phultala upazila of Khulna district.

He is being interrogated at the
Rab headquarters at Khalishpur.

Sanjay Nayar, area head of Citibank South Asia, hands over a cheque to Abdullah
Abu Sayeed (2nd from right), chairman of Bishwa Sahitya Kendro, for the book
reading programme yesterday while Matiur Rahman (right), editor of the
Prothom Alo, and Mamun Rashid (left), chief executive officer, Citibank

Bangladesh, look on.

Inauguration

The inaugural ceremony of
Customer Care Week- 2004 of the
BCS Computer City will be held
with State Minister for Education
ANM Ehsanul Haque Milon as
chief guest. Venue: IDB Bhaban,

Rokeya Sharani. Time: 12.00
noon.

Scholarship giving
ceremony

The scholarship giving ceremony
of Islami Bank Foundation will be
held with Information Minister M
Shamsul Islam as chief guest.
Venue: Mohammad Younus
Auditorium, Islami Bank Tower,
Dilkusha. Time: 3.30pm.

Roundtable

In association with Cox's Bazar
Environmental Journalists Forum,
the Janauddog, an NGO, organises
a roundtable on coastal forest at
Moheshkhali. Venue: National
Press Club. Time: 11.00am.

Documentary show

Academy Film Society will screen
an American documentary titled
'Fahrenheit 9/11' (2004). Venue:
Society Auditorium, 21/C Jigatola.
Time: 6.30pm.

Founding
anniversary

The inaugural ceremony of the
third founding anniversary of Sher-
e-Bangla Agricultural University
will be held. It will be followed by
fruit exhibition and cultural

function. Venue: University
campus, Sher-e-Bangla Nagar.
Time: 9.30am.
Meeting

A meeting of Joybangla Sangskritik
Jote and its front organisations will
be held. Venue: 23, Bangabandhu
Avenue. Time: 11.00am.

Human chain
Bangladesh National Awami Party
organises a human chain
demanding resignation of the
government. Venue: Muktangon,
Ramna. Time: 4.00pm.

Rotary Central

Weeklv meetinguof the Rotarv Cluh

of DhafmGentRl (will\pe held.

Venue: BHMhbagh.
TOMORROW

Rotary North West

Weekly meeting of the Rotary Club
of Dhaka North West will be held.
Venue: Dhaka Club, Shahbagh.
Time: 5.30pm.

75.29 pc wants UZ

system

Survey says
UNB, Dhaka

A nation-wide survey by a Dhaka
University teacher found that 75.29
per cent respondents support
immediate reintroduction of the
upazila system.

Prof Dr Salahuddin
Aminuzzaman of Public
Administration and Chairman of
Development Studies Department
conducted the survey among 2250
people of 21 old districts.

Among the respondents, 84.60
per cent of the elected representa-
tives of Union Parishad suggested
immediate reintroduction of the
upazila system.

Respondents of the survey
included students, lawyers, local
level political leaders and activists,
small businessman, agricultural
workers, farmers, UP elected lead-
ers, school and college teachers.

Division-wise distribution of data

reveal that the highest 82.67 per
cent of the respondents from
Rajshahi division favour immediate
reintroduction of the upazila system
while the lowest 70.40 per cent was
from Chittagong division.

According to the survey, 70.60
per cent of its respondents acknowl-
edged that the system helped
develop infrastructures in upazilas
and 60.27 per cent noted that the
upazila system did help create a
strong base for local government
system and initiated a process of
local level resource mobilisation.

Of the respondents, 66.06 per cent
were of the view that the upazila
system made the local level bureau-
cracy accountable to local leadership.

Among the respondents, 74.14
per cent said the upazila system
must be kept outside the control of
local MPs and 71 per cent sug-
gested that it must not work as local
party unit of the ruling party.

COURSE ON JOURNALISM

PIB students threaten

legal action

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Journalism students of the Press
Institute of Bangladesh (PIB) yester-
day protested the inscription of word
'diploma’ instead of 'postgraduate
diploma' on their mark sheets and
certificates.

The PIB conducts the course
'Postgraduate diploma in journalism'
in affiliation with the National
University (NU).

At a meeting in the city, the stu-
dents also threatened to take legal
action against the two institutions if
they do not correctit.

They said the PIB mentioned the
course as postgraduate diploma in
the advertisement for admission,
question papers and all notices, but
the NU issued mark sheets and
certificates with the inscription of
'diploma’.

"This is simply a fraud and we will
go to court if the authorities do not
take corrective measures," said
Shawkat Hossain, a 2nd batch stu-
dent of PIB and editor of the Daily
Ajker Bhola.

Such negligence has tainted the
image of the institute, said Rafiqul
Islam Badal, convenor of the
Postgraduate Diploma Course
Implementation Committee.

Contacted, PIB Director General
Dr Rezwan Siddique said the mistake

Citibank's
donation for
book reading
programme

Citibank NA, Bangladesh donated Tk
148 lakh to the Bishwa Sahitya
Kendra for its book reading
programme yesterday, says a press
release.

This is the third donation for the
programme. The fund was raised
during a six-month campaign that
ended yesterday.

During this campaign, Citibank had
teamed up with the Prothom Alo and
taken the pioneering initiative to raise
the fund by deducting Tk 10 against
each of the international payments or
fund transfers on behalf of its own
clients.

Citibank's clients, including Dhaka
Bank Limited and Mercantile Bank
Limited, also contributed to the fund.

Sanjay Nayar, area head, Citibank
South Asia, handed over the cheque to
Abdullah Abu Sayeed, chairman of
Bishwa Sahitya Kendro.

Matiur Rahman, editor of the
Prothom Alo, and Mamun Rashid,
chief executive officer of the Citibank
Bangladesh, were also present.

Training programme

on road safety Sept

15
UNB, Dhaka

A daylong training programme on
"Road Safety and Good Driving
Practices" for heavy vehicle drivers
will be held at the auditorium of
Bangladesh University of
Engineering and Technology
(BUET) on September 15.

Presided over by BUET Vice
Chancellor M Alee Murtuza the
training programme will be attended
by Communications Minister Nazmul
Huda as chief guest.

sary of Dr
Shamsul Alam
Khadem, former
medical officer of

Death anniversary
= Today is the third
1 death anniver-
Tejgaon Thana
Health Complex,
. il " I'l says a press
release.
A milad mahfil and distribution of
food among the destitute have been

arranged at his home at Kharampur
inAkhaura.

was made in 2000 when the NU
syndicate approved the syllabus and
the course content.

The PIB and the syllabus commit-
tee at that time simply thought that
students would be given a postgrad-
uate diploma as only graduates can
apply for admission, but the word
'postgraduate’ was not printed on the
official documents, he said.

Janajuddha
man

shot dead

UNB, Chuadanga

An alleged armed cadre of an outlaw
outfit was shot dead by miscreants at
Juranpur village in Jibonnagar upazila
on Thursday night.

The victim was identified as Abdur
Rahim, 40, an activist of Janajuddah.

Sources said terrorists forcibly
brought him out of his residence and
took him to a nearby field where they
shotand chopped him.

Purbo Banglar Communist Party
(M-L) claimed the responsibility for the
killing of Rahim.

Policy for hawkers'
rehabilitation soon

BSS, Dhaka

Communication Minister Nazmul
Huda has said the government is keen
to rehabilitate the hawkers by provid-
ing them with various incentives.

He said the ministry of LGRD was
now formulating a policy for the hawk-
ers' rehabilitation with various facilities
like micro-credit and permanent
business space for them, a press
release of Bangladesh Hawkers

Federation said here yesterday.

Addressing the federation's
national council at the Mohanagar
Natyamanch here recently, he said
the policy would be finalised at an
inter-ministerial meeting to be held
soon.

He also said that a hawker rehabili-
tation board would be constituted to
develop hawkers' markets and their
accommodation in each district,
ensure extortion-free business.

PHOTO: STAR
A visitor admires orchid flowers at an exhibition of orchid plants that began at House # C-2 in Gulshan # 2 in
the city yesterday. Organised by the Orchid Society of Bangladesh, the exhibition will continue today.
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