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Kasper stakes
his claim

AFP, London

Australia captain Ricky Ponting
admitted the form of Michael
Kasprowicz had left the world cham-
pions with a problem to solve ahead
of the ICC Champions Trophy which
gets underway in England on Friday.

Normally the world champions'
first-choice attack would feature a
pace trio of Glenn McGrath, Jason
Gillespie and Brett Lee with bowling
support coming from leg-spinner
Brad Hogg and a clutch of all-
rounders.

But Kasprowicz, 32, reinforced
his growing claims as a frontline,
rather than back-up performer, by
taking five for 47 in Australia's thrilling
10-run one-day international warm-
up win against Pakistan at Lord's
here Saturday.

By contrast Lee, the fastest
bowler in the Australian squad,
finished with expensive figures of 10-
0-67-1 in what was only his second
top-flight bowling stint since under-
going ankle surgery in March.

"Kasper obviously bowled very
well today, Brett maybe not as well as
he would have liked but it was his first
hit-out with the new ball," said
Ponting.

"Everyone who played the game
will be better for this workout, there's
no doubtabout that.

"But | don't know if it makes us any
closer to settling on a line-up, or not,"
added Ponting whose team open the
Champions Trophy with a match
against rank outsiders the United
States at the Hampshire Rose Bowl
on September 13.

"We've got one practice game
(against Hampshire) before the USA
and we'll work out how everyone is
going before that practice game.

"If it looks like we're happy with
how everyone is going we might
rotate a couple of guys in and out for
that game. Then we'll hit USA with
whatwe think is our full-strength side,
ourbestteam.

Practice match
Bangladesh v USA
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LEADING FROM THE FRONT: India captain Sourav Ganguly square-drives one on way to scoring a stroky 90
in the third and final one-day international against England at Lord's yesterday.

Fearless SL off to Eng
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REUTERS, Colombo

Sri Lanka skipper Marvan Atapattu
claimed his team had nothing to fear
from any opponent as they departed
the country to defend their ICC
Champions Trophy crown in
England on Sunday.

SriLanka have been filling up the
cricket board headquarters with
silverware in recent months, win-
ning the Asia Cup and thrashing
South Africa in both the Test series
and one-day internationals.

Atapattu's team have won 15 out
of their last 16 one-day matches and
climbed to second position behind
Australia in the International Cricket
Council's official limited-overs
rankings.

However, Sri Lanka face a tough
encounter against an equally buoy-
ant England team on September 17
if they are to qualify for a semifinal
showdown against New Zealand or
Australia.

"We have the confidence and the
spirit within the team now to face
any side on any given day," Atapattu
quad and

team officials were blessed by
Buddhist monks prior to departure.
"At the moment we are lucky to
have 14 players in our squad all
pushing hard for selection -- the

MARVAN ATAPATTU

three who are left out each game
can consider themselves unlucky,"
he added.

"While it is always nice to go into
a game with an impressive record
behind you, that soon becomes
history when you play your next
game."

SriLanka's first concern is adapt-
ing to late-season conditions in
England and coach John Dyson
travelled ahead of the squad to
gatherinformation on the pitches.

"We are not very sure of the exact
conditions, however, we have two
warm-up games and should be able
to adjustaccordingly,” Atapattu said.

"Atthe moment we are just trying
to concentrate and focus on the
things that we can control."

Sri Lanka's winning formula is
likely to be tinkered with as they
draft in an extra batsmen at number
seven to give more batting depth
and use a three-pronged pace
attack with spin back-up.

World record wicket-taker
Muttiah Muralitharan will miss the
trip after shoulder surgery, although
he also travelled to London to attend
the inaugural ICC Awards ceremony
and will stay with the team during
the first week.

Batsman Tillakaratne Dilshan,
who also contributes to the bowling
attack with his off breaks, will miss
the first game after splitting the
webbing of his right hand during the
final one-dayer against South
Africa.

Sri Lanka shared the last ICC
Champions Trophy in 2002 with
India after the final was washed out.

Woolmer needs a

Australians' total of 269 but capitu-
lated late on.
"We need to find a finisher, espe-

104, off just 103 deliveries, which
also led to praise from captain Ricky

wickets."
Symonds, who was dropped on

Pakistan atLord's here Saturday:
AUSTRALIA: 269 for 6 (Symonds
104 not out, Hayden 52, Clarke 31;

finisher

Fall of wickets: 1-30, 2-45, 3-50, 4-66,
5-228,6-239, 7-245, 8-247,9-250
Bowler o

Toss: Pakistan.
Umpires: Steve Bucknor (West

Zee getting TV
rights in India

REUTERS, Madras

Tennis mourns too

AFP, New York

India's cricket board is set to sell its
lucrative television rights to Zee
Network, the country's biggest listed
media company, for 308 million
dollars over the next four years.

Zee's bid represents an increase
of almost six-fold from the previous
rights held by state-run national
broadcaster, Prasar Bharti, which
paid 54 million dollars.

"Zee are the highest bidders,"
Board of Control for Cricket in India
president Jagmohan Dalmiya said
after a marketing committee meet-
ing on Sunday.

"They increased the amount to
308 million in the final discussions."

Dalmiya added Zee had been
asked to make an initial deposit of
20 million dollars within the next
three days and to furnish a bank
guarantee for a further 75 million by
September 15.

Zee, India's third-ranked net-
work, emerged victorious after a
fierce bidding war with ESPN-Star
Sports (ESS), who had bid 230
million dollars.

Bright Bangladesh

FROM PAGE 13

ments. One of the finest goalkeep-
ers the country has ever produced,
Shantoo has been working with the
young side for the past one year.

Bangladesh will play their sec-
ond match against Qatar tomorrow
and meet Iraq in the last Group D
match on September 9.

The Uzbekistan team is aiming
for a top three position which will
give them a spot in the FIFA U-17
World Championship in Peru in
2005. This is their fourth consecu-
tive appearance in the AFC U-17
competition.

Islom Akhmedov, Uzbekistan's
coach, has put together a very
strong team for the tournament
featuring eight players from the
country's premier league and 12
players from Pakhtakor's farm club.

"l have been in charge of this U-
17 team since the beginning of this
year and we had very good season
preparing for the AFC U-17
Championship in Japan," said
Akhmedov prior to the match.

"We competed in the Uzbekistan
first division as Pakhtakor's farm
club and gained vital experiences
ahead of the Asian Championship.
We also took part in the Almaty
tournament and came in first, and
also traveled to Iran and Ukraine. In
total, the Uzbekistan U-17 national
team had 13 international matches
this year.

'According to the regulations, we
have to finish in the top three in
order to get one of the spots allo-
cated to Asian Continent. In my
opinion, this is not 'mission impossi-

It was Brothers that should have
taken the lead when Alfaz found Ritu
inside the six-yard box with a right-

mark but the diminutive midfielder
nodded the ball just wide of the far

Russian tennis
players wore a
black ribbons at
the US Open
Saturday to
honour the
children of Beslan who were killed in
a bloody end to a Russian hostage
crisis.

Maria Sharapova lost a third
round match to France's Mary
Pierce but she said the sadness
from the hundreds of deaths at the
school far outweighed the pain of
losing atennis game.

"With what's going on in the
world today, my loss is a little thing,"
said Sharapova said.

"It was my decision (to wear the
ribbon). Some of the other girls in
the locker room picked up onit."

More than 330 children and
adults died and many others among
the 1,000 hostages were wounded
when Russian crack troops stormed
the school after unexplained explo-
sions inside the school and the
militants apparently began to shoot

hostages.

Sharapova, Svetalana
Kuznetsova and Elena Dementieva
wore the ribbons on Saturday.

The 17-year-old Sharapova has
fond memories of the first day of
school and that's one reason she
finds it is so hard to comes to terms
with what happened.

"The first day of September is the
first day back at school. They go in
with flowers and the whole family. All
the kids, teachers, family have this
big party.

"Unfortunately the terrorists
decided to do something bad with
those families and kids."

Sharapova became a hero in her
home country after she upset
American Serena Williams two
months ago to capture the presti-
gious Wimbledon crown.

Kuznetsova, of St. Petersburg,
said the players don't have official
ribbons so they made them out of
the black tape which they wrap
around the grips of their tennis
rackets.

"Tennis is just a game. We are
having fun here and making jokes,"

said Kuznetsova, who beat
American Amy Frazier to reach the
fourth round.

"It is stupid people that are doing
these things. Putting bombs on
themselves going to schools and
the metro. They might be in some
kind of sect that teaches them how
todie. Life to them means nothing."

Kuznetsova, who is the ninth
best women's player in the world,
said the players plan to make better
ribbons and she will wear hers for
the rest of the tournament.

She said the opening day of
school in Russia is supposed to be a
time of celebration.

"I remember my first day of
school. It is a happy day for the
young kids," Kuznetsova said.

"When you are seven years old,
you get new clothes you are telling
all your friends you are going to
school. It means so much in our
country.

"It is just terrible. There are no
words to describe it."

AFP, New York

The United States Tennis Associa-
tion fined Olympic gold medal
winner Nicolas Massu 1,000 dollars
for throwing his racket in a second-
round loss to Sargis Sargsian.
Massu, of Chile, was nailed twice
(500 dollars each time) for racket
abuse during Thursday's match that
lasted five hours, nine minutes -- the
second longestin US Open history.
American Taylor Dent was also
fined 1,500 dollars for swearing
during his loss to France's Paul-

Henri Mathieu.
CAPRIATI WANTS

REPLAY
Three-time Grand Slam winner
Jennifer Capriati would welcome
instant replay on close calls.

"I'd like see what we are waiting

for. | don't see why don't start at least
tryingit."

Eighth seeded Capriati was upset
over some of the calls in her three-
set victory over Russian Vera
Douchevina.

RULON GARDNER

MAKES SPLASH
Athens Olympian Rulon Gardner
was given one of the biggest cheers
during Friday's night session at the
Arthur Ashe Stadium. The bronze
medallist in Greco-Roman heavy-
weight wrestling was in attendance
to watch his friend and fellow
Olympian Andy Roddick perform.
After his final Olympic match
Gardner exercised a wrestling
tradition by taking off his shoes and
placing them in the centre of the
wrestling mat to signal he was
retiring from the sport.

When Roddick had finished talking
to reporters he looked at Gardner
and took off his sandals and said:
"I've done my last press confer-
ence."

RODDICK FIRES
VERBAL VOLLEYS

Some of the players are accusing
the umpires at the US Open of
favouring the Americans but you
better not tell that to Andy Roddick.
Roddick had a couple of fiery
exchanges with chair umpire
Andreas Egli during his second
round win over Spanish teenager
Rafael Nadal on Friday. Roddick
wasn't happy that Egli wouldn't
override afew calls.

"Either you are very bad or |
underestimated your ability to see
the ball out of the corner of your
eye," Roddick said.

Pakistan dismiss
security fears

m Hockey

AFP, Karachi

Pakistan on Sunday said extensive
security arrangements would be in
place for the six-nation Champions

Lyndon Adamson said on Friday he
had asked tournament organisers in
Pakistan for details of their security

Olympics, also indicated they may
withdraw from the competition over
fears of a possible terrorist attack.

outside their hotel in Karachi killed
15 people including 11 French naval
staff.

"l think it's a negative advice from
the Australian government," Khan
said of the travel advisory.

"Australian players have played
squash in Pakistan recently and

quent war
Afghanistan.
If Australia pulls out of the hockey

in neighbouring

on September 27, Peshawar on
September 29 and Lahore on
October 1. The two teams will then

England likely
to play more
one-dayers

CRICINFO, undated

England's cricketers can expect to be
play several more one-day internation-
als a year, and a series of Twenty20
internationals as well, as the England
and Wales Cricket Board prepares to
finalise a new television contract for
the 2006 season onwards.

TV revenue provides the ECB with
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