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TOP SIX
German football league table after 
Sunday's matches (played, won, 
drawn, lost, goals for, against, 
points):  
Stuttgart 11 8 3 0 17 2 27 
Leverkusen  10 8 1 1 23 7 25 
Bremen 11 8 1 2 29 15 25 
Munich 11 6 3 2 25 15 21 

BTV
Athens Olympic Games

Highlights
Live at 8:30 pm

ESPN
Sortscentre

Live at 8:30 pm

STAR Sports
Sportsline

Live at 8:00 pm

Nitol-Tata National Football 
League

Abahani v Sheikh Russel
Venue: Sher-e-Bangla National 

AFP, New York

Russian tennis 
players wore a 
black ribbons at 
the US Open 
S a t u r d a y  t o  
h o n o u r  t h e  

children of Beslan who were killed in 
a bloody end to a Russian hostage 
crisis. 

Maria Sharapova lost a third 
round match to France's Mary 
Pierce but she said the sadness 
from the hundreds of deaths at the 
school far outweighed the pain of 
losing a tennis game. 

"With what's going on in the 
world today, my loss is a little thing," 
said Sharapova said. 

"It was my decision (to wear the 
ribbon). Some of the other girls in 
the locker room picked up on it." 

More than 330 children and 
adults died and many others among 
the 1,000 hostages were wounded 
when Russian crack troops stormed 
the school after unexplained explo-
sions inside the school and the 
militants apparently began to shoot 

hostages. 
S h a r a p o v a ,  S v e t a l a n a  

Kuznetsova and Elena Dementieva 
wore the ribbons on Saturday. 

The 17-year-old Sharapova has 
fond memories of the first day of 
school and that's one reason she 
finds it is so hard to comes to terms 
with what happened. 

"The first day of September is the 
first day back at school. They go in 
with flowers and the whole family. All 
the kids, teachers, family have this 
big party. 

"Unfortunately the terrorists 
decided to do something bad with 
those families and kids." 

Sharapova became a hero in her 
home country after she upset 
American Serena Williams two 
months ago to capture the presti-
gious Wimbledon crown. 

Kuznetsova, of St. Petersburg, 
said the players don't have official 
ribbons so they made them out of 
the black tape which they wrap 
around the grips of their tennis 
rackets. 

"Tennis is just a game. We are 
having fun here and making jokes," 

said Kuznetsova, who beat 
American Amy Frazier to reach the 
fourth round. 

"It is stupid people that are doing 
these things. Putting bombs on 
themselves going to schools and 
the metro. They might be in some 
kind of sect that teaches them how 
to die. Life to them means nothing." 

Kuznetsova, who is the ninth 
best women's player in the world, 
said the players plan to make better 
ribbons and she will wear hers for 
the rest of the tournament. 

She said the opening day of 
school in Russia is supposed to be a 
time of celebration. 

"I remember my first day of 
school. It is a happy day for the 
young kids," Kuznetsova said. 

"When you are seven years old, 
you get new clothes you are telling 
all your friends you are going to 
school. It means so much in our 
country. 

"It is just terrible. There are no 
words to describe it." 

Tennis mourns too

AFP, Karachi

Pakistan on Sunday said extensive 
security arrangements would be in 
place for the six-nation Champions 
Trophy to be held in Lahore in 
December after Olympic champions 
Australia said they were considering 
pulling out of the event. 

"There are no security problems 
in Pakistan and, through the 
International Hockey Federation, 
we have assured a foolproof secu-
rity arrangement for all the foreign 
teams," said Pakistan Hockey 
Federation secretary Brigadier 
Musaratullah Khan. 

Australia hockey chief executive 
Lyndon Adamson said on Friday he 
had asked tournament organisers in 
Pakistan for details of their security 
plans after some team members 
expressed reservations about the 
December 4-12 tournament. 

The Australian government 
recently renewed its warning to 
nationals to avoid all non-essential 
travel to Pakistan for security rea-
sons. 

New Zealand, who finished in the 
top six for the first time in the Athens 
Olympics, also indicated they may 
withdraw from the competition over 
fears of a possible terrorist attack. 

In 2002 a New Zealand cricket 
team packed their bags and left the 
country after a suicide bomb blast 

outside their hotel in Karachi killed 
15 people including 11 French naval 
staff. 

"I think it's a negative advice from 
the Australian government," Khan 
said of the travel advisory. 

"Australian players have played 
squash in Pakistan recently and 
their polo team is already here so 
why there are fears for hockey 
players," he asked, adding that he 
was confident Australian players 
would compete. 

Pakistan has hosted the 
Champions Trophy, which it initiated 
in 1978, ten times. 

It was originally scheduled to 
stage the 2001 edition which was 
relocated to the Netherlands in the 
wake of September 11 attacks on 
the United States and the subse-
quent  war  in  ne ighbour ing 
Afghanistan. 

If Australia pulls out of the hockey 
competition, India will get a chance 
to play as they finished seventh in 
the Athens Olympics. 

Khan said an eight-match home 
and away series against arch rivals 
India was intact. 

India arrive in Pakistan on 
September 23 to play the first match 
in Karachi a day later. Other 
matches are scheduled for Quetta 
on September 27, Peshawar on 
September 29 and Lahore on 
October 1. The two teams will then 
play the remaining four matches at 
Indian venues. 

Pakistan dismiss 
security fears 

AFP, New York 

The United States Tennis Associa-
tion fined Olympic gold medal 
winner Nicolas Massu 1,000 dollars 
for throwing his racket in a second-
round loss to Sargis Sargsian. 
Massu, of Chile, was nailed twice 
(500 dollars each time) for racket 
abuse during Thursday's match that 
lasted five hours, nine minutes -- the 
second longest in US Open history. 

American Taylor Dent was also 
fined 1,500 dollars for swearing 
during his loss to France's Paul-
Henri Mathieu. 

C A P R I AT I   W A N T S   
REPLAY 
Three-time Grand Slam winner 
Jennifer Capriati would welcome 
instant replay on close calls. 

"I'd like see what we are waiting 

for. I don't see why don't start at least 
trying it." 
Eighth seeded Capriati was upset 
over some of the calls in her three-
set victory over Russian Vera 
Douchevina.  

RULON  GARDNER 
MAKES  SPLASH 
Athens Olympian Rulon Gardner 
was given one of the biggest cheers 
during Friday's night session at the 
Arthur Ashe Stadium. The bronze 
medallist in Greco-Roman heavy-
weight wrestling was in attendance 
to watch his friend and fellow 
Olympian Andy Roddick perform. 

After his final Olympic match 
Gardner exercised a wrestling 
tradition by taking off his shoes and 
placing them in the centre of the 
wrestling mat to signal he was 
retiring from the sport. 

When Roddick had finished talking 
to reporters he looked at Gardner 
and took off his sandals and said: 
"I've done my last press confer-
ence."  

RODDICK  FIRES 
VERBAL   VOLLEYS 
Some of the players are accusing 
the umpires at the US Open of 
favouring the Americans but you 
better not tell that to Andy Roddick. 
Roddick had a couple of fiery 
exchanges with chair umpire 
Andreas Egli during his second 
round win over Spanish teenager 
Rafael Nadal on Friday. Roddick 
wasn't happy that Egli wouldn't 
override a few calls. 

"Either you are very bad or I 
underestimated your ability to see 
the ball out of the corner of your 
eye," Roddick said. 

US OPEN DIARY 

Name . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   

Class. . . . . . .. Roll No. . . . . . . . 

School Address . . . .  . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Phone: (If any)  . . . . . . . . . . . . .

1. Who won the first gold medal in 
the Athens Olympics?

       Galkina              Devers                   
Du

       

2. Who became Asia Cup cricket 
champs?

      India Pakistan   Sri Lanka           

3. Who clinched the Cincinnati 
Masters tennis title?

       Federer     Henman Agassi

4. Who lifted the 25th nat'l  hockey 
crown?

 Usha    MSC        Bangladesh 
Army         

Competition closes at 8 pm 
Sept 10, 2004 and draw

shortly afterwards

Tick the correct answers, post 
to 

COMPETITION 216

Practice match
Bangladesh v USA
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"I felt I executed the meat and pota-
toes well today."

The Sharapova bandwagon was 
brought to a juddering halt on Arthur 
Ashe as Mary Pierce rolled back the 
years with a sensational 4-6, 6-2, 6-
3 victory.

The 17-year-old Wimbledon 
champion was expected to over-
power the former French and 
Australian Open winner but Pierce 
had clearly not read the script.

Sharapova won the first set 
convincingly but 29-year-old Pierce 
launched a devastating fightback to 
go through.

Another Russian did progress, 
however, Nadia Petrova coming 
through a three-hour marathon 
against Silvia Farina Elia to set up a 
fourth-round meeting with top seed 
Henin-Hardenne.

The Belgian, still struggling from 
the after-effects of a debilitating 
virus which kept her off the tour for 
12 weeks, battled to a 6-4, 6-3 
victory over gritty American Lisa 
Raymond.

Olivier Rochus, who had never 
won a singles match at the US Open 
before this year, completed a great 
day for Belgium when he hustled his 
way past third seed Moya.

Rochus, the smallest man in the 
draw, was inspired as he withstood 
al Moya could throw at him to claim a 

4-6, 6-4, 6-3, 6-7, 7-5 victory in three 
hours 38 minutes.

In an eventful night session, 
Davenport survived a set point 
against Russian Elena Bovina to 
win 7-6, 6-2 and set up a mouth-
watering last 16 match-up with 
Venus Williams.

Williams was far from her best 
against fellow American Chanda 
Rubin, but did just enough for a 7-6, 
6-3 victory.

Two men's five setters had fans 
on the edge of their seats.

Armenian Sargis Sargsian 
followed up his five-hour marathon 
against Nicolas Massu with another 
epic against Paul-Henri Mathieu, 
saving two match points to win 4-6, 
4-6, 6-4, 6-2, 7-6 in fours hours 41 
minutes to take his total court time to 
more than 12 hours. His reward is 
fourth round against Agassi.

Fifth seed Tim Henman twice 
trailed by a set but kept his Open 
dream alive with a 4-6, 6-3, 5-7, 6-4, 
6-3 defeat of Czech qualifier Michal 
Tabara to reach the fourth round 
where he will play Germany's 
Nicolas Kiefer.

The last surviving qualifier in the 
women's draw fell when 17-year-old 
Anna Chakvetadze, who beat fellow 
Russian and French Open cham-
pion Anastasia Myskina in the 
previous round, lost to Greece's 
Eleni Daniilidou 6-4, 6-2.

Sharapova shocked

REUTERS, Colombo

Sri Lanka skipper Marvan Atapattu 
claimed his team had nothing to fear 
from any opponent as they departed 
the country to defend their ICC 
Champions Trophy crown in 
England on Sunday.

Sri Lanka have been filling up the 
cricket board headquarters with 
silverware in recent months, win-
ning the Asia Cup and thrashing 
South Africa in both the Test series 
and one-day internationals.

Atapattu's team have won 15 out 
of their last 16 one-day matches and 
climbed to second position behind 
Australia in the International Cricket 
Council's official limited-overs 
rankings.

However, Sri Lanka face a tough 
encounter against an equally buoy-
ant England team on September 17 
if they are to qualify for a semifinal 
showdown against New Zealand or 
Australia.

"We have the confidence and the 
spirit within the team now to face 
any side on any given day," Atapattu 
told reporters after the squad and 

team officials were blessed by 
Buddhist monks prior to departure.

"At the moment we are lucky to 
have 14 players in our squad all 
pushing hard for selection -- the 

three who are left out each game 
can consider themselves unlucky," 
he added.

"While it is always nice to go into 
a game with an impressive record 
behind you, that soon becomes 
history when you play your next 
game."

Sri Lanka's first concern is adapt-
ing to late-season conditions in 
England and coach John Dyson 
travelled ahead of the squad to 
gather information on the pitches.

"We are not very sure of the exact 
conditions, however, we have two 
warm-up games and should be able 
to adjust accordingly," Atapattu said.

"At the moment we are just trying 
to concentrate and focus on the 
things that we can control."

Sri Lanka's winning formula is 
likely to be tinkered with as they 
draft in an extra batsmen at number 
seven to give more batting depth 
and use a three-pronged pace 
attack with spin back-up.

World record wicket-taker 
Muttiah Muralitharan will miss the 
trip after shoulder surgery, although 
he also travelled to London to attend 
the inaugural ICC Awards ceremony 
and will stay with the team during 
the first week.

Batsman Tillakaratne Dilshan, 
who also contributes to the bowling 
attack with his off breaks, will miss 
the first game after splitting the 
webbing of his right hand during the 
final one-dayer against South 
Africa.

Sri Lanka shared the last ICC 
Champions Trophy in 2002 with 
India after the final was washed out.

Fearless SL off to Eng

BBC ONLINE, undated

Pakistan coach Bob Woolmer said 
his side were in desperate need of a 
match-winner after losing to Australia 
in their one-day warm-up match at 
Lord's.

Woolmer's team had looked in 
content ion of  reaching the 
Australians' total of 269 but capitu-
lated late on.

"We need to find a finisher, espe-
cially when we are batting second," 
said Woolmer. "But we are getting 
close."

Woolmer also singled out Andrew 
Symonds for praise after his century 
put Australia in the driving seat.

"I wish they could have caught 
him," said Woolmer. "He's a fine 
player -- a real gladiator."

Symonds ended unbeaten on 
104, off just 103 deliveries, which 
also led to praise from captain Ricky 
Ponting.

Ponting said: "Andrew Symonds 
played beautifully and made a sensa-

tional hundred.
"He played a fantastic innings 

again and got us a total that was a few 
more than we should have got."

Yousuf Youhana (88) and captain 
Inzamamul Haq (72) put on 162 for 
Pakistan after a poor start to put the 
pressure on Ponting's side before 
Australia pushed their way to a 10-
run victory.

Ponting added: "It then got a lot 
closer than we thought but we hung in 
there and took a couple of crucial 
wickets."

Symonds, who was dropped on 
24 and 82, downplayed his efforts, 
saying: "I had a bit of luck."

Eight days ago Pakistan lost the 
Videocon Cup triangular final in 
Holland against Australia by 17 runs 
with 17 balls left; at Lord's the mar-
gins were 10 runs and 10 balls.

SCOREBOARD
Scoreboard in the one-day interna-
tional between Australia and 
Pakistan at Lord's here Saturday:
AUSTRALIA: 269 for 6 (Symonds 
104 not out, Hayden 52, Clarke 31; 
Sami 2-56)
PAKISTAN

Hameed c Hayden b K'wicz 47
Farhat c Haddin b Lee 11
Afridi lbw b Gillespie 0
Malik c Lee b K'wicz 2
Inzamam c Watson b Symonds 72
Youhana c Watson b K'wicz 88
Razzaq c and b K'wicz 15
Moin c Martyn b Gillespie 0
Naveed run out 2
Sami b K'wicz 10
Akhtar not out 2
Extras: (lb-4, w-2, nb-4) 10
Total: (All out in 48.2 overs) 259
Fall of wickets: 1-30, 2-45, 3-50, 4-66, 
5-228, 6-239, 7-245, 8-247, 9-250
Bowler O M R W
Gillespie 8 2 26 2
Lee 10 0 67 1
K'wicz 9.2 1 47 5
Lehmann 5 0 24 0
Symonds 5 0 31 1
Watson 9 0 47 0
Clarke 2 0 13 0
Result: Australia won by 10 runs.
Man-of- the-match: Andrew 
Symonds.
Toss: Pakistan.
Umpires: Steve Bucknor (West 
Indies) and David Shepherd 
(England).

Woolmer needs a finisher

Kasper stakes 
his claim
AFP, London

Australia captain Ricky Ponting 
admitted the form of Michael 
Kasprowicz had left the world cham-
pions with a problem to solve ahead 
of the ICC Champions Trophy which 
gets underway in England on Friday.

Normally the world champions' 
first-choice attack would feature a 
pace trio of Glenn McGrath, Jason 
Gillespie and Brett Lee with bowling 
support coming from leg-spinner 
Brad Hogg and a clutch of all-
rounders.

But Kasprowicz, 32, reinforced 
his growing claims as a frontline, 
rather than back-up performer, by 
taking five for 47 in Australia's thrilling 
10-run one-day international warm-
up win against Pakistan at Lord's 
here Saturday.

By contrast Lee, the fastest 
bowler in the Australian squad, 
finished with expensive figures of 10-
0-67-1 in what was only his second 
top-flight bowling stint since under-
going ankle surgery in March.

"Kasper obviously bowled very 
well today, Brett maybe not as well as 
he would have liked but it was his first 
hit-out with the new ball," said 
Ponting.

"Everyone who played the game 
will be better for this workout, there's 
no doubt about that.

"But I don't know if it makes us any 
closer to settling on a line-up, or not," 
added Ponting whose team open the 
Champions Trophy with a match 
against rank outsiders the United 
States at the Hampshire Rose Bowl 
on September 13.

"We've got one practice game 
(against Hampshire) before the USA 
and we'll work out how everyone is 
going before that practice game.

"If it looks like we're happy with 
how everyone is going we might 
rotate a couple of guys in and out for 
that game. Then we'll hit USA with 
what we think is our full-strength side, 
our best team.

PHOTO: AFP

LEADING FROM THE FRONT: India captain Sourav Ganguly square-drives one on way to scoring a stroky 90 
in the third and final one-day international against England at Lord's yesterday.
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Nehra not out 2
Extras: (lb-5, w-11, nb-3) 19
Total: (All out in 49.3 overs) 204
Fall of wickets: 1-24, 2-46, 3-48, 4-
141, 5-170, 6-181, 7-182, 8-184, 9-
195
Bowler O M R W
Gough 10 0 41 2
Harmison 10 0 22 4
Wharf 9.3 0 41 2
Giles 10 0 43 1
Vaughan 5 0 23 0
C'wood 5 0 29 0
ENGLAND: Trescothick, Solanki, 
Vaughan, Strauss, Collingwood, 
McGrath, Jones, Giles, Wharf, 
Gough, Harmison.
Toss: India.
Umpires: Darrell Hair (Australia) 
and Jeremy Lloyds (England).

Harmison
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It was Brothers that should have 
taken the lead when Alfaz found Ritu 
inside the six-yard box with a right-
flank chip after seven minutes but 
the striker blasted his effort way 
over.

Abahani, quick on counter 
attacks, tested the rival keeper with 
a 40-yard lob but Biplab tipped over 
the ball two minutes later.

After Rikto wasted two half 
chances, Arman set up Liton Khan 
with a perfect centre on the half hour 
mark but the diminutive midfielder 
nodded the ball just wide of the far 
post.

A minute later, an overlapping 
Masud Rana gifted a similar chance 
to Khokon but the stand-in Abahani 
skipper saw his header sail over.

Alfaz twice came close to break-
ing the deadlock but the Brothers 
captain was first denied by Abahani 
keeper Nizam four minutes after the 
break. And minutes before the final 
whistle, the seasoned striker should 
have scored the winner when he 
went round Nizam but his feeble 
shot was cleared off the goalline by 
Abahani defender Aminul who kept 
Abahani's unbeaten run intact 
against Brothers this season.

Abahani also had their opportu-
nities in between and the best 
chance fell to Khokon, who was 
playing the lone striker. 

The top Abahani scorer in the 
competition with four goals, Khokon 
pounced on a defensive lapse but 
he failed to put the ball away against 
the lone keeper as an outrushing 
Biplab blocked the shot in the 52nd 
minute.

Biplab, later adjudged man-of-
the-match, also kept his cool when 
he flicked a curving long-range 
effort by Parvez with his fingertips 
four minutes later.

Yellow card: Rikto (Brothers)

TEAMS
BROTHERS: Biplab, Rajani, 
Nazrul, Parvez, Liton Khan, Iqbal, 
Arman, Rikto (Montu, 89th minute, 
Liton (Monwar, 60th), Ritu (Emily, 
75th) and Alfaz.
ABAHANI: Nizam, Aminul, Hassan, 
Ruku, Siraji, Wali, Parvez, Ndem, 
Masud Rana, Nayan and Khokon 
(Colly, 87th).
Referee: Ibrahim Nesar.

Abahani-BU

MARVAN ATAPATTU
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ments. One of the finest goalkeep-
ers the country has ever produced, 
Shantoo has been working with the 
young side for the past one year.    

Bangladesh will play their sec-
ond match against Qatar tomorrow 
and meet Iraq in the last Group D 
match on September 9. 

The Uzbekistan team is aiming 
for a top three position which will 
give them a spot in the FIFA U-17 
World Championship in Peru in 
2005. This is their fourth consecu-
tive appearance in the AFC U-17 
competition.

Islom Akhmedov, Uzbekistan's 
coach, has put together a very 
strong team for the tournament 
featuring eight players from the 
country's premier league and 12 
players from Pakhtakor's farm club. 

"I have been in charge of this U-
17 team since the beginning of this 
year and we had very good season 
preparing for the AFC U-17 
Championship in Japan," said 
Akhmedov prior to the match. 

 "We competed in the Uzbekistan 
first division as Pakhtakor's farm 
club and gained vital experiences 
ahead of the Asian Championship. 
We also took part in the Almaty 
tournament and came in first, and 
also traveled to Iran and Ukraine. In 
total, the Uzbekistan U-17 national 
team had 13 international matches 
this year. 

'According to the regulations, we 
have to finish in the top three in 
order to get one of the spots allo-
cated to Asian Continent. In my 
opinion, this is not 'mission impossi-
ble'," said Akhmedov.

The 16 finalists have been 
divided into four groups of four for 
single round-robin play, with the top 
two teams in each group advancing 
to the knockout rounds of the com-
petition, beginning with the quarter-
finals. 

Bright Bangladesh 

Zee getting TV
rights in India
REUTERS, Madras

India's cricket board is set to sell its 
lucrative television rights to Zee 
Network, the country's biggest listed 
media company, for 308 million 
dollars over the next four years.

Zee's bid represents an increase 
of almost six-fold from the previous 
rights held by state-run national 
broadcaster, Prasar Bharti, which 
paid 54 million dollars.

"Zee are the highest bidders," 
Board of Control for Cricket in India 
president Jagmohan Dalmiya said 
after a marketing committee meet-
ing on Sunday.

"They increased the amount to 
308 million in the final discussions."

Dalmiya added Zee had been 
asked to make an initial deposit of 
20 million dollars within the next 
three days and to furnish a bank 
guarantee for a further 75 million by 
September 15.

Zee, India's third-ranked net-
work, emerged victorious after a 
fierce bidding war with ESPN-Star 
Sports (ESS), who had bid 230 
million dollars.

England likely
to play more
one-dayers
CRICINFO, undated

England's cricketers can expect to be 
play several more one-day internation-
als a year, and a series of Twenty20 
internationals as well, as the England 
and Wales Cricket Board prepares to 
finalise a new television contract for 
the 2006 season onwards.

TV revenue provides the ECB with 
80 per cent of its income, and despite 
the undoubted strains that more one-
day cricket would put on England's star 
players, most notably Andrew Flintoff 
and Steve Harmison, the cold eco-
nomics are hard to ignore.

Last week, coach Duncan Fletcher 
admitted that England needed to play 
more limited-overs cricket, maybe 
even at the expense of a home Test, 
and the extra matches would certainly 
benefit England's preparations in the 
run-in to the 2007 World Cup.

BHF selects 28
SPORTS REPORTER 

T h e  B a n g l a d e s h  H o c k e y  
Federation (BHF) has short-listed 
the youth squad for this month's 
U n d e r - 2 1  C h a l l e n g e  C u p  
International Hockey Tournament to 
be held at the Maulana Bhasani 
National Hockey Stadium.

The BHF dropped 14 players 
from preliminary 42-member squad, 
which is now preparing for the 
tournament at BKSP under the 
supervision of Pakistani coach 
Qamar Ibrahim.

The selected players are: Zahid 
Hossain, Rafiqul Islam, Mahbub 
Shakil, Tabib-e-Noor, Asadu-
zzaman, Afzal, Yamin Hossain, 
Enamul Kabir, Shamsuddin Tuhin, 
Mustafizur Rahman, Issa, Mashiur 
Rahman, Asif-e-Noor, Zahidul Islam 
Rajan,  Mahmudur  Rahman,  
K h o n d o k a r  H a s a n  A h m e d ,  
Khondokar Hanif Ahmed, Musharaf 
Hossain, Shawkat Ali, Mazharul 
Islam, Zahid Bin Talib, Russell 
Mahmud Jimmy, Maksudul Alam 
Habul, Rahul Kanti Roy, Hosne 
Mobarak, Imran Ahmed, Ashraful 
Is lam Shishu and Tawhidur 
Rahman.
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honour which has been initiated on 
my behalf, and I wish all those play-
ers who have been nominated as 
Player of the Year the very best of 
luck."

ICC president Ehsan Mani said 
that naming the Player of the Year 
award after Sobers would add strong 
meaning for the individual voted as 
the game's most outstanding player 
of the past 12 months.

"The ICC is delighted that Sir 
Garfield Sobers has accepted its 
invitation to have this perpetual 
trophy named in his honour," said Mr 
Mani.

"Sir Garfield Sobers was an 
outstanding all-rounder, a wonderful 
ambassador, and a man who has 
inspired generations of cricketers to 
play the game with flair and passion.

"It is fitting that we name the 
Player of the Year award -- interna-
tional cricket's highest individual 
honour -- after this legend of the 
sport.

The recommendation to name the 
award after Sobers came from a 
group of three cricket legends -- 
Richie Benaud, Sunil Gavaskar and 
Michael Holding -- who were asked 
by the ICC to select an individual with 
whom to honour cricket's ultimate 
individual award.

Sobers played 93 Tests and one 
One-Day International in his 20-year 
career, scoring 8032 runs and claim-
ing 235 wickets in Test cricket.

ICC names award 
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