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deal

with America likely

US mum on terrorist presence
‘in Bangladesh; Dhaka proposes
joint working group

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh and the United States
are likely to sign an agreement to set
up a joint-working group on coun-
ter-terrorism after mulling details of
a deal in the coming months in both
. DhakaandWashington.
Foreign Minister M Morshed
Khan said Dhaka would consider
% any offer from the US in counter-
. lerror cooperation in future, but
% would accept offers' only after
assessing ‘Bangladesh's require-
ments.

"I don'twant to sign any protocol
right now, but we might collaborate
© ON counter-terror programine ...
. that there is work to bel done in
. Washington on a particular project1
+ have in mind," ] Cofer Black, the US
! State Depfrtment's coordinator for

counter-terrorism, told a press -

briefing at the American Cenire

yesterday.

Earlier, at a meeting between
Morshed and Black at the foreign
ministry, Dhaka proposed a joint
working group (JWG) for more
effective counter-terrorist opera-
tions with the US, UNB news agency
said quoting meeting sources.

ington has such JWGs with
NewDelhi and Islamabad.

Formalising counter-terror
structures and more exchanges of
information will be! required to
strengthen collaboration between
the countries, Black told reporters.

Morshed hinted at such'a proto-
col at a press conference, saying:
"We already have many protocols,
we will sign another." Foreign
Secretary Shamsher Mobin
Chowdhury also attended the con-
ference.

"There are proposals and
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Buy 2 Tickets
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ABC House, 9th floor, & Kemal Ataturk Avenue, Banani C/A, Dhaka - 1213, Bangladesh =
% Tel: BE225845, BA14236/7, Fax : 8826115, E-mail : info@gmaairiines.com f

Dhaka 19894142 8816077, 7114155-7, 8127742, 8127372, 8915599, 8960404
. Chittagong :655659-61, 723151, 718147, 633098,631596, 7402856

{  Special Offer for

, GMG goes from ‘
’ Chittagong to Kolkata
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Joseph Cofer Black, US State Department's coordinator for counter-terrorism,
speaks ata press conference atthe American Centre in Dhaka yesterday.

Market turns into
criminals' den
Outlaws, drug-peddlers thrive on
poor surveillance

SHARIFUL ISLAM with .

advantage of the scanty intelligence
HASAN JAHID TUSHER i &

watchonit.

According to officials of intelli-
gence agencies, members of Aziz
Co-operatives Society and
shopowners of the market,
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Outlawed political outfits and crimi-
nal gangs have for long been using
Aziz. Co-operative Supermarket at
Shahbagh as a hideout, taking:

Black calls govt
steps 'timely’

BSS, Dhaka

The United States yesterday appre-
ciated the government steps in
response to the grenade blasts in an
Awami League rally on August 21
and assured necessary assistance in
the ongoing investigation into the
incident.

The appreciation and assurance
came when the visiting US State
Department's Counter-Terrorism
Coordinator Joseph Cofer Black
called on Prime Minister Khaleda
Zia at the latter's office yesterday
afternoon,

US Ambassador Harry KThomas
accompanied Cofer Black.

Black landed Khaleda Zia partic-
ularly for her determination to find
out and punish the culprits respon-
sible for August 21 grenade attacks.

He said all measures taken by the
government including formation ofa
judicial enguiry commission to
probe the incident were "timely, very
appropriate and in right direction”.

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia said
her government would try every
possible course of action to hunt
down the criminals, who perpe-
trated the August 21 violence.
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Secular forces
target of bomb

attacks

Hasina tells US official
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Secular forces are the main target of
bomb ' attacks, oppaosition leaders
told visiting' US State Department
Counter-Terrorism Co-ordinator ]
Cofer Black during a meeting yester-

day.
"We told the US official that the
SEE PAGE 11 COL 4

Bomb blast at
Sylhet house
kills two

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

Two people including an 11-year-
old baywere killed in abomb blastat
a house in the city suburb of
Pirerbazar Kachuabahor on the
Sylhet-Tamabil Road yesterday
moming.

Seven others -- four children and
three women -- also suffered serious
injuries and were admitted to Sylhet
MAG Osmani Medical College
Hospital where five were operated
upon, hospital sources said.

The explosion occurred at around
8:55am, said Shamsul Haque, a
neighbour of the house within 30
yards of the Sylhet-Tamabil Road and
10kmoffSylhetcity,

The dead are Anwar Hossain, a
35-year-old day worker, and his
nephew Jalil alias Mona, 11. Mona

was a student of Class V of
Turiananda Primary School.

Police suspect that the bomb
went off because of careless han-
dling while being taken out of the
house by Anwar.

Divisional Inspector General of
Police, Sylhet Range, AKM Mahfuzul
Haque told The Daily Star that evi-
dence shows the dead man was the
carrier. He was also a keeper of
bombsforsomebodyelse.

(See related story on Page 12)

Soon after the blast, police, Rab,
BDR, NSI, army, DGFI and detective
personnel visited the place. Sylhet
Mayor Badar Uddin Ahmed Kamran
alsowent there.

An hour after the blast, the badly
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EPZ agro-based units
to get cash incentive

BSS, Dhaka

The government yesterday decided
to provide 30 percent cash incentive
to agro-based industries in the
Export Processing Zones (EPZ) to
encourage export of agricultural
pr

The 21st meeting of the Board of
Governors of Bangladesh Export
Processing Zones Authority (BEPZA)
took the «decision with Prime

Minister Khaleda Zia, also chairper-
son ofthe BEPZA, in the chair.

Earlier the facility of 30 percent
cash incentive was available only for
the agro-based industries outside
the EPZs.

"This incentive will immensely
encourage foreign investors to
invest in the country's agro-based
industries. A proposal for invest-
ment of $8 to $25 million to set up
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More bomb
threats to DU,
Bandarban
festivals

DU CORRESPONDENT

An anonymous caller Saturday
threatened to blow up Dhaka
University's (DU) Science Complex
Building and the intelligence agen-
cies in Bandarban have received
similar threats to the district's cul-
tural, social and religious festivals.

Earlier on August 11, an anony-
mous caller threatened to blow up
the same building, while an anony-
mous letter sent to mass comimuni-
cations and journalism department
Friday conveyed a threat to blast the
ArtsBuildingin five days.

However, police and DU security
staff carried out a thorough search at
the Arts Building but found no
secmtede:q)lm:m

"A person called twice at 6:00pm
and 15 minutes later to university's
telephone exchange. He threatened
to blawup the micro-biology build-
ing,” DU Proctor AK Firoz Ahmed
told newspersons. :

The caller asked the exchange
operator to inform the proctor and
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Janmastami
today

STAFF CORRESPONDENT.

Janmastami, the celebration of the

birthdayof Lord Krishna and one of

the biggest religious festivals of

Hindus, will be celebrated across the
country today.

Bangladesh Puja Udjapan
Parishad has decided to celebrate
the day in a low-key manner this
time considering the current flood
and presentpolitical situation.

The Hindus worship Lord Krishna
asanincarnation ofdivinity. _
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Ponthnpeth Branch r bclng Shifted

Bashundhara City
' From 7th Sept.-04
SIBL, the only Bankin the largest shopping Mallin South Asia

Dr‘n ious Address - New Address
Bashundhara City, Level-2

13/Ka/l, Panthapath, Dhiaks-1205.
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HSBC, backed by local expertise and global financial knowledge, has developed a perfect Home
loan solution that won't take away your freedom. So it's time to own your dream home or renovate
the existing one to add more comfort to your life.

Property valuation and vetting cost of
BDT15,000 waived till 30 November 2004

Features:
» Loan available for renovation or purchase of completed apartments/flats

Loan amount ranging from BDT 750,000 to BDT 10,000,000
Maximum loan tenure 15 years

Competitive interest rate on a monthly reducing balance method
No personal guarantee or cash security required

For more information:

Call » Dhaka  : 011 88LOAN (5626)
011 88HSBC (4722)
9143423, 9143427, 9143429
» Chittagong: 011 708985-86
; 725740, 717479
or visit any of our Branches or Customer Service Centres.

» www.hsbe.com.bd

HSBC Xp

The world’s local bank

A Quality Product of

idea and Toshlba - Carrier Joint Venture

UYHease Corlact
Local agent : === for AC & Home Appliances

irothers Environmental Engineering & Technologies

Head Office: House # 23, Road # 2, Nikunja North R/A, Dhaka.  Sales & Display : 49, 50 Shopping Center (1t Floor), Opposite Navana Tower
Tel: _891_2082 8915719, 0171529436 Email: beom@bdonfine.com Guishan-1, Dhaka. Tel : 9882163, 9888357, 0175008944
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