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Dotta on celluloid

Another Sharat Chandra novel to hit the mini-screen

HARUN UR RASHID

NOTHER popular novel of
Sharat Chandra

Chattopadhyay (1876-1938),

Dorta, has appeared on the cellu-
loid. Two diréctors--AKM Firoz and
Obydul Kabir--have made a telefilm
on the novel. Scrptwritten by AKM
Firoz and shot in betacam format,

an edited version of the two-hour

telefilm was premiéred on Septem-
ber3 atthe LiberationWar Museum.
. Set in the early 20th century,
Dotta, ‘meaning 'betrothed’, is a
simple love-story of two youths, who
are engaged since their infancy, The
betrothal was planned by their par-
ents: Zamindar Bonomali proposed
o his friend Jagadish the marriage of
his daughter Bijoya with the latter's
son Naren. As the two children grew
up, Bonomali took the responsibility
of Naren's education and senthim to
England tostudymedicine.

In course of time, as both the
friends die, the betrothal remains
unknown to Bijoya, although Naren
is aware of it--he has the letter
Bonomaliwrote to his father.

In the meantime, Rasbihari,
another friend of Bonomaliwho also
Knew about the betrothal, hides it
from Bijoya. He plans to marry her
off to his only son Bilash and thus

grab all the wealth of her estate. So, |

after Naren's return, the avaricious

¥

Mebm and Rubel in a scene from the telefilm Dntfai'

)
shoi't shirts and suits bear more of

ciable.

of Dhaka, the telefilm will go on air

An evening of classical music

AFSAR AHMED

music lovers. The cultural feast
a riveting tabla performance

S

Chatterjeea disciple of legendary tabla
player Alla Rakha. The function was organised by
thelndian High Commissionatits auditorium.

Prasun introduced the basic sounds of the
tabla with'consistency and clarity. His concen-
tration was evident as he effortlessly moved into
different speeds and maintained the rhythm
with accuracy, The performance began with a

peshkar in Teental comprising 16

peshkarwas developed with style and rhythmic

flair. The audience was absorbed

remainder of the performance with the tradi-
tional bols like kaida, gat, tukra and the

chakardars.

EPTEMBER 3 was a day to remember for

began with
by Prasun

beats. The

during the

Some rare compositions were played, adding

anextradepthinto his performance and bringing

a personalised mehfil atmosphere to
rium ofthe High Commission.

The main attraction of the evening was how-
ever, the performance by Sarathi Chatterjee who
has attained ' considerable maturity in the mode
of Hindustani music. For Sarathi it has been
music all the way. Born into a family of profes-
sional musicians, heis one of the foremost young
vacalists of his generation in India. He has been
trained in two gharanas - first in Kirana by his
father Arun Chatterjee and later in Beriaras by his
gurus Rajan-Sajan’ Mishra, creating a unique
style of his own. But his traditional treatment of
ragas haswon acclaim 'for not diluting the purity.
by even a fraction’. Adds Sarathi, 'Hindustani

! ._Novm-l)aspm

the audito-

classical musicisincrediblymalleable.*
'Bangladeshi people have a musical orienta-
tion,' continued Sarathi, 'It is nice to be able to
speak in Bangla after a long time.'
rolled on he began with a Kheyal in raga Maru
Behagwhichisacombination of two ragas, Behag
and Kalyan. His rendition of the raga combined
sublime spiritual expression with outstanding
technical virtuosity. The performance beganwith
a short alap, in which charactenistic phrases of
the particular raga were presented in a slow
deliberate manner, outlining the romantic mood
of Maru Behag. The journey through the many
movements of this raga was a unique treat, The

hatd foréach warking chﬂdren
More than 100 top artistes, su[‘h

Sarathi Chatterjee (C) performs to a respective crowd

As evening

"'popl.i]at ‘dramas Su{..h as Ronger
i Manush.

bandish in Ektal and Teental, followed by the
medium to fast-paced composition, was gquite
memorable, Traditional sargam, tan, and tarana
infaster Ekialwerewell rendered.

His melodious voice perfectly suited to dis-
play his flair for singing Khambaj dadra. He
ended with the song Jarey jarey kagna. The per-
formance spanned about two hours

The audience included several eminent
singers such as Mutafa Zaman Abbasi, Khalid
Husain, Azad Rahman, ShahinSamad andoth-
ers. The concert, characterised by depth .of
expression and purity of tone, was mesmerising
for the musiclovers.

serles on 'hard to reach children' soon

withHeeffort. ¥ i
‘One of the leading mlcs of the

Rasbihari presents him to Bijoyaas  Present time styles, Again, a micro- Ahmed Rubel and Meem in the  on the death anniversary of novelist ; i ;

poorandindebted. scope has hch? used in one scene. roles of Bilash and Bijoya have Sharat Chandra Chattopadhyay in i 11-,3 shonungnfﬂ new‘zﬁ'cplsodt. as Abul Hayat, Aupee Karim, Fazlur ! The storyline of “'"— drama is  drama and the owner of 1he
However, Bijoya gets attractedto  However, the microscopehadnotyet  performed very well. The newcomer  january. . drama serial, Shukno ‘phu rongin Rahman Babu, Najma Anwar, about a young girfl (played by production house Enliten

Naren gradually as she discovershis  attained such advancement at that  Kayes Arju in the role of Naren has Sharat Chandra Chattopadhyay's  phud s onin full swing, Under the  Sharmili Ahmed, Monir Khan Aupee Karim), Who wanis to do,  ppne e B R

‘knowledge, kindness and simplicity.

Finally, Bijoya comes to learn about
the engagement and the two are
wedded.

The makingofthe telefilmis quite
appreciable, except for a few direc-
torial flaws. For example, while the
costumes of Bijoya, Bilash, Rasbihari
and, others reflect the early 20th
century, that of Naren does not. His

timeashasbeen shownin the film.
Two Nazrul songs--Dur
dwipobashini and Khelichho e
bishwa loye--quite suit the scenes
they are used in. But the playbacks
are perhaps from some recorded
cassettes: no names of playback
singers are shown in the credit
lines: Real performances by art-
istes would have been more appre-

also shown promise although at
times his pronunciation lacks West
Bengal dialect, Apart from these
three, other roles have been per-
formed by Khalilillah Khan,
Jahanara, AK Azad, Barna, Anik and
others.

Produced by Dipshikha Films
and shot at beautiful locations: of
Tikatuli, Kaliakoir and other places

literary. works have always been
favourite resources of the makers of
films, telefilms and dramas. Devdas
and other novels and stories-of this

immortal litterateur have been made

on celluloid at different times inboth
West Bengal and Bangladesh, This
new venture of Firoz-Kabir duo will
surelyenhance ourfilmactivities.

i banner of !:‘n]ilen Emendinmenl

the setial has been written by
 celebrated author Muhammad
* Zatar igbal and directed by

papular ‘actor Abul Hayat, This

. drama,funded by the UNICEE isa

" mass awareness and education-

--based vemum dedxcar.cd m lhe :

Shimul, Tanima Ahmed, Pijush

lzaz ‘and 20 under privileged
‘children, are working in this

in different locations like Uttara

“and Gazlpur The latter is the most

_-_cnmman shnming spot for

. Bandyopadhaya, Shamima
Naznin, Masum Aziz, Rumana, Dr

‘drama. The shooting is in progress

something for the deprived

 children, As a tesult she joins a
~school for such children, But
. naturally she faces several

(difficulties in the course of her
struggle. Her father (Abul Hayat),

“and her beloved (Monir Khan

‘Shimul), who is a doctor, give her
thelsuppori she needs 1o carry on

Shimul said, “Illiteracy is the basic n*':'

‘problem of Bangladesh, Wa. are *
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l}uuughenlenﬁmmant' e

’l'hls all star-cast dmma vhll be

Music from the heart of Banglc;desh |

Bangladeshiand Indian artistes in a joint musical soiree

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Padatik of Bangladesh and Mitali of
India jointly organised s cultural
programme at Rabindra Shadan of
Kolkata recently. With the title,
Bangladesher hridoy hotey, the

programme featured the monsoon
songs of Tagore as well as the folk
songsofBangladesh.

To the rhythmic sound of
raindrops, the show began with the
chorussongrendered by the artistes of
Mitali, Soon' after the rendition, the

special guests including Deputy High
Commissioner of Bangladesh Towhid
Hossain, Tapan Bondyapadhaya
Director, Information and Culture
Dept. of West Bengal, TK Sengupta
and Amlan Sengupta of Mitali and
Selim Shamsul Huda Chowdhury of

. nied the artistes. The performance of

Padatik; delivered speeches. Prior to
the programme, the artistes and the
audience observed a minute's silence
forthe victims of the grenade attack in
Dhaka

In the first part ofithe programme
five celebrated artistes of Bangla-
desh, Iffat Ara Dewan, Fahim Hossain
Chowdhury, Mita Haq, Nargis
Chowdhury and Shushmita Ahmed
perfored twenty different Tagore
songs like Aji. Tomay abar chai,
Godhuli gagan meghe, Ami ki gaan
gabo je and Badal diner prothom
kadam phul Biplob Mondol intabla,
Babu in Keyboard, Abhro
Chattopadhyay in esraj accompa-

the Bangladeshi artistes were
appreciated by the audience. Subir
Mitra anchored the programme.

The second part of the show
featured folk songs of Bangladesh.
_Biswajit Roy, Chumki'Haq and the
youngest Baul' artiste of the show
Roksana Akhtar rendered spiritual
and romantic folk songs of
Radharomon, Lalon and' Hasan
Raja. Roksana was accompanied
with Bangladeshi dhol by Humayun
Kabir. This part was anchored by
popular Indian presenter Anup
Ghoshand PurbashaRoy.

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

‘Funky' is the appropriate term o
describe the popular British music
group Between The Notes (BIN),
which features renowned cellist
Matthew Barley This group artived
in Dhaka on September 4. The group
will perform two concerts in
collaboration with music students
of Chittagong on September 5 and
in Dhaka on September 8 as part of
the British Council's music project
entitled '"Future Fusions'. Earlier in
May, Matthew explored the

patential collaboration with the |

children of Rhodela Music School

. and' the Government College of

Music.

The objective of the project was to
foster cross cultural integration: of
different types of music, fuse UK
music with other ant forms such as
dance, poetry and drama, as well as
to blend music'with other art forms.
In order to attain' this goal, a press
showwas held on the same dayat the
Spectra: Convention Centre, On
behalfof BTN, Matthew Barley spoke
with! the press. Dr June Rollinson,
Director of the British Council, Azizul
Hag, Managing Director of Glaxo
Smith Kline and Syed Masud Hossain

(L-R) Matthew Barley, Syed I'.‘Iasu{f Hossain, Dr .It]ne Rollmsun and Amul
Hag addressing the press

of British Council were also present

sin the show.

“Apart from Matthew Barley, the
other group members are Paul
Griffiths, Fraser Trainer, Sam Walton
and Peter Whyman. Creating fresh
and unstuffy instrumental sound
with cello, marimba, sax with guitar
and piano, they have developed a
unique: style to break down the
barriers between the audience and
performers,

"We are here to find whathappens
when you put your musical

influences in a melting put and stir,
simmer and listen. Moréovet we
believe in exploring musically
between the notes and developing a
concept of leaming music by making
music', said Matthew. "'We use a
variety of instruments and love
improvisation and collaboration,’ he
continued: Answering on his visions
of life he opined, ' I believe in the
maxim know thyself and'we have a
lifetime togetto knowwhowe are.'

So here's a wish for a successful
musical journeywiththe BIN.
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