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Exhibition

Art

Title: The Path Within

Artist: Nasreen Begum

Venue: Bengal Gallery of fine arts,
275/F, road 27, Dhanmondi,

Time: September 01-15, From 12:00
pm to 8:00 pm

Title: Urban Sight

Artist: Kazi Salahuddin Ahmed

Venue: La Gallerie, Alliance Francaise,
26, Mirpur Roa

Time: September 03-20, From 9:00
am to 12:00 pm, from 5:00 pm to
8:00 pm and on Saturdays from 5:00
pm to 8:00 pm.

Photography

Occasion: The 64th Anniversary of
World War ll

Venue: Exhibition Hall, Russian
Cultural Centre, House 510, road 7,
Dhanmondi

Time: September 01-10, From 11:00
amto 7:00 pm

Ceramic Works
Organiser: Clay Image

Venue: Zainul Gallery Institute of Fine
Arts, Dhaka University

Time: September 01-07, From 2:00
pm to 8:00 pm
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New wine in old bottle
Salahuddin's irresistible canvases

FAYzA HAQ

AZI Salahuddin Ahmed's
new artistic venture, at the
ongoing exhibition at Alli-
ance Francaise, proves once more
that here is an artist who does not
just carry on with experimentation
and academic knowledge, but puts
in a rare soul pitch with emotional
overtures in his work. Self-taught
but always delving in art books
since his childhood, his youth was
punctuated with drawing and paint-
ing with the inspiration of his friends
from the Fine Arts Institute, DU.
After his fairly recent success at
Sydney and Massachusetts, after
14 years of his non-stop battling
against the slings and arrows of life,
his present exhibition is certainly
one worth watching and admiring.
One got the impression of buildings
juxtaposed close to each other,
whereas in the earlier paintings
there was a greater feeling of space
and the colours had been more
optimistic. The element of serenity
had been done away with. There
was a definite change in the vision.
Speaking at the gallery pre-

mises, talking about the change in
his thought content and style of his
mixed-media canvases,
Salahuddin says about his paint-
ings of old Dhaka, 'This aerial view
with the intersecting dark, black
lines brings in the overcrowded
situation in old Dhaka, which has
deteriorated over the time. The
lanes and by lanes of the place are
getting despicable. The harsh effect
is to accentuate the fact that the
environment of old Dhaka has
become insufferable so that there
are no trees that once were a nor-
mal part of the scenario. Now what
you can witness is the jerry-built
concrete jungles of the quick rich
developers. Recently, there has
been a disaster in Shakhari Bazaar.
| fear that if an earthquake occurs in
future, the consequences will be
disastrous for Dhaka as there would
be no space for people to escape
to.'

Continuing in the same vein,
Salahuddin added, 'l lament the
passing away of the heritage of old
Dhaka. | understand that this is an
economic necessity for people.
However, pressure must be built up

on the urban planners and the
intelligentsia for the preservation of
the older part of the metropolis.
What we presently see is economic
progress with indifference to the
environmental disaster. That's the
reason for the congested images
and dark hues." The snake-like
intertwining black sections were
there again to drive home the point
that this ugly image will be our
future when space is destroyed in
our modern, mechanical existence.

Asked about whether he did not
wish to venture into newer pastures
rather than dwelling on a single
theme, Salahuddin said that he had
not yet completed his incursions
into a subject that is dear to his
heart and which one can paint for a
lifetime and more. 'The situation is
getting worse every day and this
has to be impressed upon,' he said.
He felt no ennui handling the same
theme as each time there were
newer subjects, styles and tech-
niques. His heart is in old Dhaka
and this is what he knows best. The
subjectis not overexposed he feels,
and in fact, he asserts vehemently,
remains yet to be completely com-

prehended by local authorities.
Each exhibition has variations and
hopefully adds to the awareness of
the grave current situation. Creativ-
ity in urban planning is being tram-
meled, he feels.

Again, Salahuddin is constantly
haunted by his childhood memories
of the place where he was born and
brought up. He cannot dispel the
idyll, which has gone with the wind
from his mind. 'Thus the use of
repeat theme of seeing Dhaka from
different perspectives,' he said.

Dwelling on the variation of his
technique, Salahuddin elaborates
that he has used paper collages of
newspapers and cast off cigarette
packs, apart from the use of the
serpentine jet-black lines. Touching
on his mode of work, he elaborates
that he works on each canvas at a
time and in the morning when there
is natural light.

Salahuddin has had seven local
and overseas awards, 18 national
and international solo exhibitions,
and has taken part in nine group
exhibitions.

Helen Mirren to play Queen Elizabeth

Helen Mirren will play Queen Eliza-
beth 1l in a film that delves into the
strained relationship between
Buckingham Palace and 10 Downing
Street after Princess Diana's death.
The film, to be directed by Stephen
Frears, will focus on the week after
Diana's death.

Tentatively titted The Queen, the
director hopes Mirren's casting will
make the film more appealing to
audiences abroad.

Mirren--one of the finest British
actresses--has acted in critically
acclaimed films like Calendar Girls,
Gosford Park, The Madness of King
George and Excalibur.

Michael Sheen, who played British
Prime Minister Tony Blair in Channel
é‘ls.The Deal, will once again play

air.
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Music stars from both sides of the Atlantic, including REM, David Gray, Badly
Drawn Boy, Jet, Ash, Futureheads and Faithless, have laid down tracks for a
new compilation album titled Songs for Sudan to raise money for victims of

S

A tale of oppression

Aranyak Natya Dal premieres
its latest play

ERSHAD KAamoL

The story of oppression on the
colourful ethnic people named
Santal in the play Raaraang
reminds of other stories of discrimi-
nating the ethnic people in different
parts of the country by the ruling
Bangalees. Aranyak Natya Dal
staged the premier show of the 40th
production of the group on Septem-
ber 2 at the Experimental Theatre
Stage.

Mamunur Rashid's first ethnic
play Raaraang--a Santal word
meaning battle cry--depicts the
miserable struggle of the poor
Santal people in northern Bangla-
desh against different oppressive
measures like feudalism, religion
and others imposed by the dominat-
ing Bangalees. Not just a frag-
mented story of oppression, itis also
a tale of the Santals' struggle since
the partition of the Indian subconti-
nent. Through the true story of
Alfred Shoren the playwright has
portrayed their revolution against
the discrimination. However, the
'battle cry' fails in the face of treach-
ery ofthe Bangalees.

Mamun has used standard
Bangla as dialect for both Bangalee
and Santal communities in the play.
But, to represent the culture of the
ethnic group, he has used some
traditional Santal songs.

Also the director of the play,
Mamun unfolds the story through
three narrators. While the good
characters are portrayed with a
realistic touch, the evil ones have

A traditional Santal dance performance from the play Raaraang

got sarcastic traits like animalistic,
childish and robotic ones. Mamun
has successfully used all the parts
of the huge rectangular set. The
Santal choreography is interesting;
however, that in the final battle
scene could be improved.

Faiz Zahir has used aashon
(empty performing space where the
audience sits on the four sides of the
set) for the set. As the light designer
Faiz has divided the stage into a few
zones and used no general light.
Moreover, he has expressed the
mood and tempo of the play by
using symbolic colour effects.

Music composer Parimal

Majumdar has followed traditional
Santal music for the play.

Like other Aranyak productions,
in Raaraang also, a good number of
new performers were seen in major
roles. The pair of Chanchal
Chowdhury as the OC and AKM
Hasan as the Sub Inspector, with
their robotic movements, and the
monkey like gestures of Sanjib in
the role of Bhuga were really enjoy-
able. Aminul Islam Helal as the
Missionary also performed well.
However, Kamrul Hasan could not
maintain the required childishness
in the role of Linku Ram. It rather
appeared to be clownish.

Paul Newman debuts in
latest role--as circus clown

AFP, London

Veteran Hollywood star Paul
Newman was making a flying
visit to Britain to perform in a
somewhat unorthodox role--that
of a slapstick circus clown. The
79-year-old made a guest
appearance at Zippos Circus in
north London during a special
performance for sick and dis-
abled children linked to charities
connected to his Newman's Own
products.

Newman's range of salad
dressings and other foodstuffs
have been sold for charity since
1982, raising tens of millions of
pounds for various causes.

Appropriately enough,
Newman--wearing a green
bowler hat, bow tie, giant yellow
shoes and red nose--was billed
as Butch Bolognese, referring
also to his famous role in 1969
film Butch Cassidy and the
Sundance Kid.

Newman, who had a bucket of
spaghetti poured over his head
as part of the performance,
confessed beforehand to ner-
vousness at the 10-minute
cameo. 'I'm not by inclination a
clown. This will certainly end my
professional career,’ he was
quoted as saying by Britain's
domestic Press Association

Helen Mirren conflictin Darfur, western Sudan. newswire. Paul Newman
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