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== Unite against govt to fight fanatics | Manzoor! Karim
Women's organisations urge progressive, pro-liberation forces ombudsperson

City AL meet
Dhaka city Awami League will hold an
emergency extended meeting. Venue:
Party office, Bangabandhu Avenue.
Time: 4.30pm.

Course on welding tech

The inaugural ceremony of a two-day
course on 'Welding technology',
organised by the Department of
Materials and Metallurgical
Engineering, Buet, will be held. Venue:
Buet Council Bhaban. Time: 9.30am.

Discussion

The Ideal Thinks Association organises
a discussion on 'Permanent solution to
floods'. Venue: Association office,
Pallabi. Time: 11.00am.

Certificate award

ceremony

The closing and certificate award
ceremony of a workshop for library
workers will be held. Venue: Public
Library seminar room. Time:

12.30pm.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Leaders of 32 women's organisa-
tions at a rally yesterday vowed to
topple the BNP-led four-party
alliance government to bring the
present unbearable situation to an
end.

They called on all democratic,
progressive and pro-liberation
forces to unite against the govern-
ment to drive out the fanatics.

Sarbastarer Nari Samaj, a plat-
form of women from all walks of life,

organised the rally at the Central
Shaheed Minar to protest the
August 21 grenade attack on an
Awami League rally that left 19

people, including AL leader Ivy
Rahman, dead and over 200
injured.

Hundreds of women joined the
rally to condemn the attack. They
also prayed for salvation of the
departed souls and expressed
sympathy to the families of the dead
and the injured.

The leaders criticised the gov-
ernment for its failure to nab any
culprit even after 11 days of the
incident.

They demanded an international
investigation into the grisly attack
and publication of the probe report.

Mahila Parishad, Mahila Samity,
Mohila Awami League, Nijera Kori,
Ain o Salish Kendra, Nari Pragati
Sangha, Karmojibi Nari, Samata,
Usha, Step Towards Development,
Nari Pakkha, Bangladesh

Muktijoddha Sangsad and Samaijik
Protirodh Committee took partin the
rally.

Blaming the government for the
grenade attack, AL leader Motia
Chowdhury said the four-party
alliance was also repressing
women. Police always intercept the
procession of women and resort to
repression on them, she added.

Women's rights could not be
ensured unless this government is
dislodged, she said.

Khushi Kabir, convenor of the
Nijera Kori, said the grenade attack
was a threat to democracy, women's
rights and progressive forces.

Hena Das, president of Mohila
Parishad, presided over the rally.
Prof Momtaz Begum, Selina
Khanam, Farida Akhtar, Shirin Haq,
Sultana Akhtar and Khaleda
Khanam also spoke.

Later, they took out a procession
that ended near the Supreme Court.

DU CORRESPONDENT

Former secretary Manzoorul Karim
was made ombudsperson of the
Bangladesh Rural Advancement
Committee (Brac), a leading NGO,
yesterday.

Karim took over the charge as
the first official ombudsperson
yesterday for three years.

The Brac governing body cre-
ated the post of ombudsperson to
strengthen its internal mechanism
and improve its overall governance
performance, saysa pressrelease.

The ombudsperson has been
given a comprehensive mandate to
investigate any incidents of
maladministration and misuse of
power within the Brac.
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