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CULTURAL FEAST

Exhibition
Art

Title: The Path Within

Artist: Nasreen Begum

Venue: Bengal Gallery of fine arts,
275/F, road 27, Dhanmondi,

Time: September 1-15, From 12:00
pmt08:00 pm

Title: Urban Sight

Artist: Kazi Salahuddin Ahmed
Venue: La Gallery, Alliance Francaise,
26, Mirpur Road

Time: September 3-20, From 9:00 am
to 12:00 pm, from 5:00 pm to 8:00 pm
and in Saturdays from 5:00 pm to 8:00

pm.

Photography

Occasion: The 64th anniversary of
World War I

Venue: Exhibition Hall, Russian
Cultural Centre, House 510, road 7,
Dhanmondi

Time: September 1-10, From 11:00
amto7:00 pm

Title: Himalayar Manohar Mukh
Photographers: Inam Al Haque, M A
Muhit, Musa Ibrahim, Sadia Sultana
Shampa

Venue: Drik Gallery, House 58, Road
15A, Dhanmondi

Time: August 28-September 01, from
3:00pmt0 8:00 pm

st Creative Caramics Extibiton by (2

01- 07 SEPTEMBER 2004, ZAINUL GALLER

Ceramic Works

Organiser: Clay Image

Venue: Zainul Gallery Institute of Fine
Arts, Dhaka University

Time: September 01-07, From 2:00
pmt08:00 pm

Stamps and Postcards
Organiser: Russian Centre of
Science and culture

Vanue: Library of Russian centre of
Science and Culture

The Liberation War dynamically
changed my worldviews

-- Selim Al Deen

ERSHAD KAMOL

HE career graph of prominent

playwright Selim Al Deen is

pointing upwards. His plays
have been staged by several theatrical
groups in Bangladesh as well as in
Kolkata Some of his plays have also
been translated in several European
countries.

Looking back at his artistic career,
Selim says, 'I began writing stage plays
while still a student of Dhaka
University. Playwrights of those days
were greatly influenced by Western
dramatists such as Sartre, Beckett and
others.

'T was also influenced by the West.
But the freedom movement dynami-
cally changed my worldview. After the
Liberation War, I felt an urge to do
something for our own decaying drama

Selim Al Deen

form. And I felt that this objective could
be realised after acquiring enough
knowledge on world drama. The work
of Greek and Roman classical writers,

Manik Bandopadhyay, Tarashankar
Bandopadhyay and others around the
world continue to inspire me. Till
Shakuntala,1 do not consider my plays
as unique. People can get a true taste of
my writing from the play Kittonkhola
(1989) onwards.

'Tconsider mywork as the joint effort
of Dhaka Theatre and Nasiruddin
Yousuff. The 'Narrative Technique' that
we have jointly introduced is totally
different from the narration, which is
found in French drama trend or other
theatre. I think, our 'Narrative
Technique' has dynamically changed
the static situation of the world drama. I
consider the technique as a 'Magic
Technique' for the directorial work.
Even a novel can be staged by using the
technique.

In the modern drama concept, any
visual art form that the audience
watches on a performing space can be
recognised as theatre. In this sense Jatra
pala, pala-gaan and the so-called stage
plays or others are the different
branches of theatre. In fact, we are trying
to present our indigenous art forms
through theatre, taking all the salient
features fromall over theworld.'

On the new Narrative Technique
Selim says, 'We are following the path of
many world famous artistes. In the
present world scenario, no single
culture or cult can enrich itself, which
was possible in the ancient Greek or
Roman era. We do not regard it as the
'Blending of Ideas', because we are only
focusing on our own traditions. And the
Western dramatists and directors are
also using our concepts. But Sanskrit
critic Bharat Muni's concept on acting,
incorporated in Natyashastra, is more
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suitable than that of the other western
critics. Moreover, we like to focus on
the traditional presentation of the
indigenousrural art forms.'

On his own plays Selim says,
'Aesthetically, after Kittonkhola 1 have
written all quality plays.'

Besides writing stage plays he is also
aprominent TV playwright. Some of his
TV serials like Granthikgan Kahe,
Chhaya Shikari and others have won
plaudits from the audience.

His latest script--Nimojjon-- on the
genocide that has taken place all
around the world is yet to be staged.
This work, however, has already gained
popularity. On his recent projects Selim
says, 'l am editing my new play
Dhaboman. At the same time I am
working on the publication of the

A sequence from the play Haat Hodai by playwright Selim Al Deen
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second edition of my popular stage
plays Keramat Mangal and Joiboti
Konnar Mon. Moreover, I spend
considerable time with my students. I
am directing some of the academic
productions of the Department of
Drama and Dramatics of Jahangirnagar
University. But, I have no intentions of
directing a play for any professional
theatrical groups.'

In the sphere of world literature,
Selim's tastes run to Rabindranath,
Tolstoy and Goethe. In Bangla
literature his favourite writers are poet
Mohammad Rafiq and Debesh Roy of
India.

In recognition of his rich contribu-
tion as a playwright, Selim Al Deen has
won many prestigious awards at the
national and international level.

Projapati--Natyakendra's
forthcoming comedy

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

In the following month, Natyakendra
will stage the premier show of Projapati
at the Experimental Theatre Stage and
also simultaneously at the Mahila
Samity Stage. Natyakendra activists are
now in the midst of final stages of
rehearsals.

Talking about his latest theatrical
project, Tariq Anam Khan, the director
of the play, says, 'Projapati is the
translation of popular American
playwright Thornton Wilder's
Matchmakerwhich is based on Austrian
playwright Johan Nestroy's A Day Well
Spent. 1 have translated Projapati,
maintaining the authenticity of the
original comedy. And I have not even
changed the name of the characters.
Only the title of the play has been
modified.

'In fact, Projapati is a comedy. The
protagonist of the play is a matchmaker.
The antagonist, a shrewd man named
Horas, thinks that everything in the
world can be achieved by money.

driving force in the world.'

Commenting on his directorial
approach, Tariq says, 'It is totally
theatrical. Some of the characters in the
play are sarcastic. I have tried to create
an appropriate situation and crisis for a
successful comedy.'

Tarig Anam Khan is also the light
designer of Projapati. He says, 'The light
design is very simple. We will only try to
create the mood and tempo of a comedy
byusing some colour effects.’

Tanvir Hasan is the set as well as the
costume designer of the play. Changing
some stools, he will try to create
different suggestive situation on the
empty space. For the costume he will
use typical western clothing.

Tariq Anam will use selected western
composition for the background music.
A Russian lady is behind the choreogra-
phy of the play. Before the premier, a
technical show will be arranged at the
Experimental Theatre.

Projapati, a new offering of

Oscar-winner Theron finds
new role in Dior fragrance

Kidman & Charlize

Oscar-winning South African actress
Charlize Theron has a new role lined

latest global advertising campaign,
the company said.

The 28-year-old, who won the
BestActress Award at the 2004 Oscars
for herrole in the movie Monster, was
chosen by Briton John Galliano,
designer of women's haute couture
andready-to-wear at Christian Dior.

The photos and film ads have been
done by photographer Nick Knight
under Galliano's artistic direction,
Christian Dior Parfums said in a
written statement. J'adore was
launched in Europe in September
1999.

The new advertising campaign,
featuring Theron who haslived in the
United States for about 10 years, will
begin in the press and on television
later this year. But she will face
competition from another Oscar-
winning actress, Nicole Kidman. The
latter, the new face of the iconic
Chanel No. 5 perfume, will begin her

I fear nothing -- Subarna

Renowned TV and film actress Subarna
Mustafa talked to the Cultural
Correspondent of The Buily Starabout avariety
of issues--per-sonal and professional.

Excerpts from theinterview:

What do you fear most ?

Sometimes, a feeling of dread grasps me, regarding
my loved ones and the uncertainties they might go
through in future. Other than that, 1 fear nothing-

except maybe cockroaches!

What is the one thing that you expect your loved

onesto giveyou?

That's very simple- loveitselfofcourse!
How old were you when you first fellinlove?
Twas just 13 years old, when I fell madly in love with
Roger Moore, after watching the movieSaint.
What do youdo duringyour leisure time?

When I am not shooting or working, I usually stay
home. I watch movies, listen to a lot of music, especially
instrumentals. I also listen to songs of Rabindranath.
Lata Mangeshkar and AR Rahman are my favourites

knowledge.
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too. However, I believe that what I do during my leisure
time is a big contribution towards enrichment of my

Ifyou suddenly discover thatyou have lost all your
recognition and popularity,what would youdo?

T'would be devastated of course. I work for the people
and the appreciation and recognition that I get from
them are what I am grateful for. Many artistes might

claim that they do not view or consider recognition, as
an important element of their career, which I think, is
completely misleading.

Movies which you would never stop enjoying?

maore.

Pather Panchali, Gone with the Wind, ET and a few

Books which you would never tire of reading

Definitely Galpo Guchho by Rabindranath Tagore. I
havea copy of thebook on my desk all the time.

Areyousatisfied with your life and career?

Of course I am satisfied. You see, we live in a country
where many people live under the poverty line. By the
grace of God, I have a chance to work for my living and I
know that there are many people out there who love me.
That'sall that I need right now.

Chitra Nadir Parey earns critical
acclaim in International Festivals

PALLAB BHATTACHARYA,
New Delhi

Eminent Bangladeshi director Tanvir
Mokammel's feature film Chitra Na-
dir Parey finds a place in the list of
memorable celluloid recreations of
the trauma of the Partition of the In-
dian sub-continent in a prestigious
publication on 'South Asian Cinema'.

Mokammel's work is the only film
from Bangladesh that features in the
152-page journal containing write-ups
and still photos on films made in the
Indian sub-continent on the theme of
the Partition. The 152-page
publication was released in Mumbai
recently on the occasion of the
ongoingAsian Film Festival.

Releasing the journal, Govind
Nihalani said, that the Partition was
not only a geographical division but
also the one which led to the partition
of the psyche. 'When I was making
Tamas, many people had asked why
we were digging up old graves. The
same question is repeated now. That
shows that the wounds have not yet
healed,' he said.

Mokammel's film has earned
critical acclaim in international
festivals in Delhi and Kolkata.

The journal carries reviews of 14
films from India, Pakistan and
Bangladesh that capture the people's

Director Tanvir Mokammel behind the camera

Garam Hawa, Nemai Ghosh's
Chinnamool made in 1951, two films
from Pakistan Kartar Singh and
Khamosh Paani which won awards at
two prestigious international film
festivals, Govind Nihalani's tele-serial
Tamas, Gadarand 1947the Earth.
Internationally-acclaimed actor
Om Puri, who plays a lead role in
Tamas, said though the media
brought into focus various faces of
riots it does not pursue the problem
very far and 'gives up very soon as one
hot story is quickly replaced by

film--Facing the future by Aminul
Islam--tells the story of victims of
acid-attacks trying to rebuild their
lives The film will be screened at a
week-long documentary film festival
which began recently. The 'Open
Frame 2004' festival, organised by
Public Sector Broadcasting Trust with
the help of UNESCO, will begin with
the screening of Shadows of Freedom
by Sabina Kidwai. The film depicts
how three Muslim women in India
cope with the issues of gender conflict
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