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1. Who won the first gold medal in 

the Athens Olympics?
       Galkina              Devers                   Du

       

2. Who became Asia Cup cricket 
champs?

      India Pakistan   Sri Lanka           

3. Who clinched the Cincinnati 

Masters tennis title?

       Federer     Henman Agassi

4. Who lifted the 25th nat'l  

hockey crown?

 Usha    MSC        Bangladesh Army         

Competition closes at 8 pm 
Sept 10, 2004 and draw

Tick the correct answers, post to 

Win attractive prizes

COMPETITION 216

Liu Xiang   
(Chinese sprint hurdler) 

"This is a victory not only for China 
but also for all Asian people." 
After winning the 110m hurdles 
gold in the Athens Olympics.
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away from the headlines from the 

moment that the IOC forecast in the 

days leading up to the event that record 

n u m b e r s  o f  c h e a t s  w o u l d  b e  

unmasked. 

But no-one could have predicted 

the doping drama that exploded 

around Greek sprinters Kostadinos 

Kenteris and Ekaterini Thanou even 

before the Games began. 

When both athletes failed to appear 

for a mandatory drug test at the 

Olympic Village on August 12, it trig-

gered a sequence of events that led to 

their exclusion from the Games and left 

a nation in shock. 

A mysterious late-night motorcycle 

crash which investigators now believe 

was faked and subsequent raids on 

offices of their coach that unearthed 

steroids were two of the juicier ele-

ments of the tale. 

In all, a total of 25 athletes were 

excluded from the Olympics for doping 

offences. The hall of shame included 

three gold medallists. 

It also included 11 weightlifters, 

proving once again that the sport 

remains the Olympics' red-light dis-

trict. 

Yet however hard it tried, the issue 

of doping could never completely 

submerge the sporting drama as the 

games lived up to its billing as a 'cele-

bration of humanity'. 

Swimming saw the United States' 

teenage prodigy Michael Phelps equal 

the record for winning the most num-

ber of medals at a single games, the 19-

year-old finishing with eight that 

included six golds. 

While Phelps failed in his bid to 

equal or better Mark Spitz' 1972 haul of 

seven golds, his performances speak 

for themselves. 

Not even Phelps though could get 

the better of Australia's Ian Thorpe, 

who underscored his enduring class 

with victories in the 200 metres and 

400m freestyle to become the most 

successful Australian Olympian of all 

time. 

The athletics competition also 

threw up some vintage performances, 

among them Hicham El Guerrouj's 

sheer bloody-minded refusal to let the 

1,500 metres gold slip from his grasp for 

the third Olympics in a row. 

The king of his event for close to a 

decade, the 29-year-old Moroccan had 

been beaten for gold in both the 1996 

and 2000 Olympics, on each occasion 

being left in tears. 

Many had predicted more disap-

pointment for El Guerrouj at the hands 

of Kenya's Bernard Lagat. But in a 

thrilling finish El Guerrouj dug deep to 

end eight years of hurt. 

El Guerrouj confirmed his status as 

the finest middle distance runner of his 

generation by adding the 5,000m gold, 

the first man since the legendary Paavo 

Nurmi 80 years ago to achieve the 

double. 

But while the likes of Phelps, 

Thorpe and El Guerrouj got the super-

star treatment, the poignant human 

stories of endeavour that are the 

Olympics' hallmark were much in 

evidence. 

No-one quite managed to rival 

Equatorial Guinea's hapless swimmer 

Eric 'the Eel' from the 2000 Olympics 

but the cast of no-hopers, prevailing 

against impossible odds, was as rich as 

ever. 

Iraq provided one of the feel-good 

stories of the Games by reaching the 

semifinals of the football tournament to 

cap an improbable campaign that had 

seen them overcome the ravages of war 

just to qualify. 

But the Olympic odysseys of other 

athletes proved more fleeting. 

Iraqi judoka Hadir Ali Lazame - born 

in Baghdad, exiled in Syria and trained 

in Japan - had come the roundabout 

way to Athens only to see his opening 

bout last just nine seconds. 

Iraq also boasted a swimmer in the 

shape of Mohammad Abbas, who 

realized a dream by competing in the 

100m freestyle where he was 63rd out of 

69 finishers. 

Robina Muqim Yaar was meanwhile 

part of an Afghanistan team welcomed 

back into the Olympic fold following the 

toppling of the hardline Taliban regime 

in 2001, was eliminated in the opening 

heats of the 100m. 

Not that she cared. In the best 

traditions of the Olympics, for Lazame, 

Muqim, Abbas and thousands of others, 

it was the taking part that counted. 

A Greek epilogue
Bomb scare 
AFP, Athens

Greek anti-terrorist police searched a 
ferry in Piraeus harbour near Athens 
late Sunday after the Olympic Games 
here closed following an anonymous 
telephone call warning there was a 
bomb aboard, the merchant marine 
ministry said. 

A caller told the Greek newspaper 
Eleftherotypia a bomb had been placed 
aboard the ferry boat Nefeli, which 
provides a regular service to the island 
of Aegina in the Gulf of Saronica. 

AFP, New Delhi

India's star field 

h o c k e y  p l a y e r  

D h a n r a j  P i l l a y  

Monday expre-

ssed bit terness  

t h a t  h i s  l a s t  

Olympics ended 

with him warming 

the benches. 

"My farewell match in the Olympics 

ended on a bitter note, thanks to the 

team management which was already 

issuing press statements about my 

retirement," said Pillay, who played in 

his fourth Olympics. 

"As far as these Olympics are con-

cerned, it is all over for me and I feel 

extremely sad that it had to end in this 

manner," Pillay wrote in a column in 

the Hindustan Times. 

"Anyone who has some knowledge 

of the game would realise the differ-

ence I make when I take the field. Even 

then I had a tough time getting into the 

first eleven for reasons best known to 

the team management," he said. 

"To add to this humiliation, I was 

made to sit out in my last game (against 

South Korea)," said Pillay, as eight-

time gold medallists India finished a 

poor seventh. 

India failed to make the semifinals 

and then lost to arch rivals Pakistan in a 

match for minor placings before 

beating Asian Games champions South 

Korea 5-2 in their last outing. 

Pillay, 35, said he had not yet made 

a decision on retirement. 

Pillay's bitter end ?

REUTERS, Athens

It started with a 

missed drugs test 

and ended with a 

s tr ipped gold  

m e d a l .  I n  

between it was 

dominated by 

steroids, stimu-

lants and diuret-

ics. 

The Athens Olympics truly earned 

the title the Drugs Games.

It was not what the Greek organisers 

had wanted, but rather than tainting the 

Games, Olympic president Jacques 

Rogge's hardline stance towards drug 

cheats will mark the Athens Games 

down as a watershed in the fight against 

doping in sport.

Rogge, a determined physician with 

inflexible morals, had warned that the 

Games -- the first since a global anti-

doping code was initiated -- would offer 

up more positive tests than any previous 

Olympics.

But it is unlikely even he had 

expected such a number of high profile 

cases to dominate the world's greatest 

sporting extravaganza.

As the Games wrapped up on 

Sunday, 24 doping violations had been 

uncovered by Rogge's crusade against 

drug cheats.

That figure is double the previous 

highest number of 12 at the Los Angeles 

Games but rather than it degrading the 

Games, Rogge's campaign would 

appear to have edified an event which 

had been in grave danger of poisoning 

itself with a cocktail of drugs.

"You have 10,500 athletes in the 

Olympic Village, you do not have 10,500 

saints, you will always have cheats," 

Rogge said.

"What counts is that we act against 

this evil drug use. Every positive test 

catches a cheat and protects a clean 

athlete. Today everybody knows we 

mean business. We have got zero toler-

ance towards drug use. Zero tolerance 

towards drug cheats."

The message had not been lost on 

anybody.

One Greek newspaper summed up 

the local media's bemusement at the 

number of cheats uncovered with a 

cartoon. It depicted a bashful youth, 

with a gold medal round his neck, being 

surrounded by microphones and 

cameras, saying: "I am only a volunteer 

but everyone else has tested positive".

Such depictions of the Games do not 

bother Rogge one bit. 

Drugs from start to finish

AFP, Athens

Pride, mixed with 

large doses of 

relief, was the 

prevalent senti-

m e n t  a m o n g  

Athenians as they 

said farewell to 

the Olympics on 

Sunday. 

"The Games were a very pleasant 

experience, a real celebration and we 

enjoyed it a lot. But it's about time they 

finished," said Sterjos Chatzistergiou, 

an employee with Greece's electricity 

utility PPC, sipping his coffee in down-

town Athens on the Games' final day. 

T h e  O l y m p i c s  d o m i n a t e d  

Athenians' daily lives for months. 

Tens of thousands had to stay home 

in the traditional holiday month of 

August to organise them, from hospital 

workers to policemen. Car traffic was 

severely restricted to ease transport 

routes for athletes, officials, journalists 

and tourists. 

"I had a lot of trouble, especially 

moving around in the city because of 

the construction ahead of the Games. 

But in the end it was worth it for every-

body," said Nikos Floros, a private 

employee. 

"A lot of construction was done, the 

city was transformed for the better," he 

said. 

"We won the challenge and we're 

happy we proved wrong all those who 

had said we wouldn't manage it," 

said Rirchardos Someritis, a colum-

nist with Greek daily To Vima. 

"The Games were successful, the 

country got the promotion it wanted. 

We were worried the Games could 

backfire on the Greece's image if they 

had been a failure," said a doctor 

who did not want to be named. 

"Did the Games make sense 

financially -- I don't know -- it's the 

economists that need to tell us," he 

added. 

Greece spent at least seven billion 

euros (8.7 billion dollars) on the 

Games -- 1.2 billion euros alone on 

security. 

Many Greeks felt the Games were 

never a potential target of an extrem-

ist attack and believed the related 

expenditure was only meant to allay 

security fears of the countries 

involved in the Iraq war. 

"Among the negatives of the 

Games was their cost... much of 

which was spent on security mea-

s u r e s  i m p o s e d  u p o n  u s  f r o m  

abroad," said Christos Pasalaris, a 

columnist with the conservative 

Eleftheros Typos. 

But Someritis disagreed. "Secu-

rity fears were not a paranoia, we live 

in difficult times," he said. 

"The measures weren't exagger-

ated -- the same were taken in the 

European football championships in 

Portugal, but the reporting about 

them in the media was. It was so 

shrill, particularly in the US, that it 

scared off many people," Someritis 

said. 

Greek Sunday newspapers agreed 

the Games were successful, on bal-

ance.  Organisation, transport, and 

security were the Olympics' strong 

suit, they reported. Empty seats in 

many competitions were regarded as 

the Games' biggest drawback. 

But the Greek party was indelibly 

spoiled by the doping scandals 

s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  h o s t s  t e a m .  

Greece's national heroes, Kosta-

d i n o s  K e n t e r i s  a n d  E k a t e r i n i  

Thanou, were forced to withdraw 

from the Olympics for failing to show 

up at a doping test. 

Two days later, weightlifting 

b r o n z e  m e d a l l i s t  L e o n i d a s  

Sampanis, was stripped of his medal 

after failing a drugs test. 

"It was like a black stain on the 

Games," said Alexandros Katsantonis, 

another columnist at Eleftheros Typos. 

Athenians have 
mixed feelings

Attacker spoils 
marathon 
AFP, Athens

Stefano Baldini of Italy won a dramatic 

men's marathon at the Olympic 

Games on Sunday after long-time race 

leader Vanderlei de Lima of Brazil was 

attacked by a spectator in the latter 

stages of the race. 

De Lima had taken the lead at the 

19 kilometres mark and maintained a 

20-second advantage over the chasing 

pack until a man appeared from the 

crowd five miles from the finish. 

The man, wearing a red kilt, white 

and green shirt and black beret and 

with a cardboard placard round his 

neck pushed the Brazilian into the 

spectators lining the roadside. 

Spectators prised the man away 

from De Lima and he resumed run-

ning, with his lead down to 10 sec-

onds, but was clearly shaken by the 

attack. 

Baldini entered the Pana-thinaiko 

Stadium alone and the man who was 

forced to drop out of the race in 

Sydney four years ago ran through the 

tape in 2hr 10min 55sec. 

DHANRAJ PILLAY

Champs Trophy
officials named
AFP, London

The International Cricket Council (ICC) 

on Monday confirmed the umpire and 

referee appointments for the 12 group 

matches at the ICC Champions Trophy 

beginning on 10 September.

Chris Broad, Clive Lloyd, Ranjan 

Madugalle and Mike Procter of the Elite 

Panel of ICC Referees will share referee 

duties over the group stage of the 

tournament.

All eight members of the Elite Panel 

of ICC Umpires will officiate on the field 

and as third umpires over the 12 prelim-

inary matches.

The eight on-field umpires will be 

joined by International Panel of ICC 

Umpires Billy Doctrove and Jeremy 

Lloyds.

Umpires officiating at the ICC 

Champions Trophy 2004 will take part 

in a series of technology trials as the ICC 

continues its approach to understand-

ing what role technology can play in 

aiding and improving umpire decision-

making.

The two technological innovations 

involving umpires will see standing 

officials wired-up to TV stump micro-

phones, and third umpires calling no 

balls.

Umpires in seven of the 15 ICC 

Champions Trophy matches will wear 

an earpiece that picks up the audio from 

the stump microphone as the ball 

passes the batsman.

This trial will indicate whether the 

microphone's position close to the 

action area will provide audible assis-

tance to officials in cases which are 

sometimes difficult to pick up, such as 

thin nicks to the keeper or bat pad 

fielders.

The second innovation sees the 

responsibility of calling no balls in the 

ICC Champions Trophy passing to the 

third (or TV) umpire. He will use the 

two-way link provided by the earpiece 

to advise standing officials of any 

deliveries ruled as no balls.

Appointments for the semifinals 

and tournament final will be made at 

the end of the group stage.

Sachin to miss
England series
REUTERS/AFP, London

Sachin Tendulkar will miss India's 

upcoming one-day series against 

England after failing a fitness test on 

Monday.

The top Indian batsman is still suffer-

ing from tennis elbow, media reports said 

on Sunday. He was due to face a fitness test 

on Monday but reports said he failed to bat 

in the nets on Sunday and would definitely 

be out.

Tendulkar was ruled out of last 

week's Videocon Cup triangular series 

in the Netherlands with the same 

injury, but Indian officials are hopeful 

he will be fit for the ICC Champions 

Trophy starting in England on 

September 10.
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least $2 billion of which will go 

towards ultra-modern Olympic 

facilities, many of which are already 

under construction.

Venues are so far along, with 

completion originally planned for 

2006, that the International Olympic 

Committee (IOC) has suggested a 

slow down.

"This is very ambitious and per-

haps even a bit too early," the Chinese 

Olympic Committee website quoted 

the IOC as saying.

But perhaps the city is lucky it has 

a head start.

Beijing has pushed back the 

deadline for completion of its ambi-

tious "bird's nest" Olympic Stadium 

to 2007.

Engineers are also considering 

scrapping the retractable roof to trim 

an estimated $36 million from its $423 

million price tag.

R u m o u r s  a b o u n d  t h a t  t h e  

100,000-seat stadium is one of several 

sites dangerously over budget.

Steel use at the Olympic swim-

ming centre, dubbed the "Water 

Cube", is being scaled back by around 

25 per cent to keep the 120 million 

dollar facility within budget, China's 

Financial News said on Friday.

China expects Olympic opera-

Beijing expects to deliver 
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Poland 3 2 5 10 
New Zealand 3 2 0 5 
Thailand 3 1 4 8 
Belarus 2 6 7 15 
Austria 2 4 1 7 
Ethiopia 2 3 2 7 
Iran 2 2 2  6 
Slovakia 2 2 2 6 
Taiwan 2 2 1 5 
Georgia 2 2 0 4 
Bulgaria 2 1 9 12 
Jamaica 2 1 2 5 
Uzbekistan 2 1 2 5 
Morocco 2 1 0 3 
Denmark 2 0 6 8 
Argentina 2 0 4 6 
Chile 2  0 1   3 
Kazakhstan 1 4 3 8 
Kenya 1 4   2 7 
Czech Republic 1 3 4 8 
South Africa 1 3 2 6 
Croatia 1 2 2 5 
Lithuania 1 2 0 3 
Egypt 1 1 3 5 
Switzerland 1 1 3 5 
Indonesia 1 1   2 4 
Zimbabwe 1 1 1 3 
Azerbaijan 1 0 4 5 
Belgium 1 0 2 3 
Bahamas 1 0 1 2 
Israel 1 0 1 2 
Cameroon 1 0 0 1 
Dominican Rep 1 0 0 1 
Ireland 1 0 0 1 
UAE 1 0 0 1 
North Korea 0 4 1 5 
Latvia 0 4 0 4 
Mexico 0 3 1   4 
Portugal 0 2   1 ` 3 
Finland 0 2 0 2 
Serbia-Montenegro 0 2 0 2 
Slovenia 0 1 3 4 
Estonia 0 1 2   3 
Hong Kong 0 1 0 1 
India 0 1 0 1 
Paraguay 0 1 0 1 
Nigeria 0 0 2 2 
Venezuela 0 0 2 2 
Colombia 0 0 1 1 
Eritrea 0 0 1 1 
Mongolia 0 0 1 1 
Syria 0 0 1 1 
Trinidad & Tobago 0 0 1 1 

The Tally

tional expenses to reach 2 billion 

dollars by 2008, while infrastructure 

development and environmental 

clean-up could cost over 31 billion 

dollars.

The final bill for the Athens Games 

is expected to be more than double 

the original estimates at close to 10 

billion euros.

A large part of Beijing's infrastruc-

ture spending is going towards building 

new roads and underground railway 

lines, three of which are scheduled to 

open before 2008 to ease the city's 

crippling traffic problems.

Even the Forbidden City, perhaps 

Beijing's most famous landmark, is 

getting a thorough makeover before 

the Olympics.

 Chinese athletes are under heavy 

pressure to be in equally good shape.

"An outstanding performance by 

the national team is definitely a 

crucial step to the success of the 2008 

Beijing Olympic Games," a China 

Daily commentary said on Friday.
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Aftab Ahmed lbw b Botha 0 
Khaled Mashud b Botha 4 
Manzarul Islam b Cooke 2 
Khaled Mahmud b Cooke 0 
Tapash Baisya run out 7 
Nazmul Hussain not out     1
Extras:   (lb-11, w-13) 24
Total: (8 wkts, 32 overs) 206
Fall of wickets: 1-18, 2-144, 3-162, 4-169, 
5-177, 6-182, 7-182, 8-204. 
Shoukat 7 0 34 0
McCoubrey 3 0 17 1
Botha 6 0 33 2
McCallan 4 0 25 0
White 6 0 43 1
Cooke 6 0 43 3

Tiger Nafees 

PHOTO: STAR

Brothers Union midfielder Monwar sprints with the ball during their Nitol-Tata National League match against 
Chittagong Mohammedan at the Sher-e-Bangla National Stadium in Mirpur yesterday.

PHOTO: AFP

HANDBALLERS PLAY VOLLEYBALL! Croatian handball coach Lino Cervar 
is the toast of his charges after they won the gold medal beating Germany at 
the Olympics on Sunday.

Sagar draws in

tenth round
SPORTS REPORTER

Minhazuddin Ahmed Sagar shared 

point in the Telegraph School Chess 

Championship when he drew his 

tenth round board against Debaditta 

Sinha Biswas in Kolkata on Sunday.

Despite the draw, Sagar still kept 

his second position with 8.5 points 

after the round while Jain Shrenhin 

Daklia secured nine points to lead the 

table.

Another Bangladeshi Imran Ali Elin 

lost his tenth round board to Bijan 

Banerjee to collect seven points.

Inter-school

chess from

Sept 3
SPORTS REPORTER

The 25th inter-school chess tourna-

ment will begin on September 3 at the 

St. Joseph High School and College 

auditorium at Moha-mmadpur in the 

city.

Interested students have been 

asked to enroll their names for the two-

day tournament, organised by Josephite 

Chess Club, by September 2.

FROM PAGE 13

midfielder Zahid Parvez was adjudged 
the man-of-the-match.

TEAMS
BROTHERS UNION: Mohammed Ali, Titu, 
Nazrul, Sujan, Jahangir, Rajani, Iqbal 
(Abul), Monwar, Liton (Rikto), Alfaz and 
Topu (Emily).
CHITTAGONG MOHAMMEDAN: Raju, 
Shafiqul (Ramjan), Dulal, Anupam, Pradip, 
Israfil, Arman Aziz, Zahid, Sharif, Walid and 
Rafael (Ridon).
Referee: Ibrahim Nesar.

Ctg MSC 

FROM PAGE 13

McInnes was delighted that three of 

his players Nafees Iqbal, Aftab Ahmed 

and Nazmul Hossain got selected for 

the senior side and hoped that some 

of the others will follow them in near 

future. However he expected a cau-

tious approach from the national 

selectors at the same time.

"It is always good to see a player 

getting into the national side because 

my main duty is to build cricketers for 

the main team. But I am always 

against premature exposure at the 

highest level because it can kill the 

potential of a young player," he said.

McInnes picked fast bowler 

S h a h a d a t  H o s s a i n  R a j i b  a n d  

wicketkeeper-batsman Mushfiqur 

Rahim as the finds of the tour.

"They are real prospects but I 

think they need more time to get 

ready for the next level. Talha is a 

more realistic option but we have to 

remember he is coming off a lengthy 

injury." 

McInnes looks
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tomorrow (Tuesday) evening," said 

Bashar who was forced to miss next 

month's Champions Trophy in 

England because of the injury. 

He informed that the operation 

date has been set for Thursday under 

the supervision of Australian surgeon 

Greg Whey.

"I had a telephone conversation 

with Whey and he told me that I should 

be able to return home after a week. He 

also predicted a four-week recovery 

period which means I could be back in 

action before the hectic home season." 

Although he was out of cricket for 

the time-being, Bashar was keeping a 

close eye on the performance of his 

mates who are already in England. He 

was delighted with the Tigers' success-

ful run-chase against Ireland in the 

first practice match that the visitors 

won by two wickets on Sunday.

"It was really a pressure situation as 

they had to chase almost at seven runs 

per over. It was a morale boosting 

win," said the 31-year-old.

Bashar goes
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