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Sagar draws in
tenth round

SPORTS REPORTER

Minhazuddin Ahmed Sagar shared
point in the Telegraph School Chess
Championship when he drew his
tenth round board against Debaditta
Sinha Biswas in Kolkata on Sunday.

Despite the draw, Sagar still kept
his second position with 8.5 points
after the round while Jain Shrenhin
Daklia secured nine points to lead the
table.

Another Bangladeshi Imran Ali Elin
lost his tenth round board to Bijan
Banerjeeto collectseven points.

Inter-school
chess from
Sept 3

SPORTS REPORTER

The 25th inter-school chess tourna-
ment will begin on September 3 at the
St. Joseph High School and College
auditorium at Moha-mmadpur in the
city.

Interested students have been
asked to enroll their names for the two-
day tournament, organised by Josephite
Chess Club, by September 2.

LiuXiang

(Chinese sprint hurdler)

"This is a victory not only for China
butalso for all Asian people.”

After winning the 110m hurdles
gold in the Athens Olympics.
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Tick the correct answers, post to
@he Baily Star
Win attractive prizes

Competition closes at 8 pm
Sept 10,2004 and draw
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Brothers Union midfielder Monwar sprints with the ball during their Nitol-Tata National League match against
Chittagong Mohammedan at the Sher-e-Bangla National Stadium in Mirpur yesterday.

Champs Trophy
officials named
AFP, London

The International Cricket Council (ICC)
on Monday confirmed the umpire and
referee appointments for the 12 group
matches at the ICC Champions Trophy
beginningon 10 September.

Chris Broad, Clive Lloyd, Ranjan
Madugalle and Mike Procter of the Elite
Panel of ICC Referees will share referee
duties over the group stage of the
tournament.

All eight members of the Elite Panel
of ICC Umpires will officiate on the field
and as third umpires over the 12 prelim-
inary matches.

The eight on-field umpires will be
joined by International Panel of ICC
Umpires Billy Doctrove and Jeremy
Lloyds.

Umpires officiating at the ICC
Champions Trophy 2004 will take part
in a series of technology trials as the ICC
continues its approach to understand-
ing what role technology can play in
aiding and improving umpire decision-
making.

The two technological innovations
involving umpires will see standing
officials wired-up to TV stump micro-
phones, and third umpires calling no
balls.

Umpires in seven of the 15 ICC
Champions Trophy matches will wear
an earpiece that picks up the audio from
the stump microphone as the ball
passes the batsman.

This trial will indicate whether the

Pillay's bitter end ?

AFP, New Delhi

ATHENS 2004

India's star field
hockey player
Dhanraj Pillay
Monday expre-
ssed bitterness
that his last
Olympics ended
with him warming

thebenches.

"My farewell match in the Olympics
ended on a bitter note, thanks to the
team management which was already
issuing press statements about my
retirement," said Pillay, who played in
his fourth Olympics.

"As far as these Olympics are con-
cerned, it is all over for me and I feel
extremely sad that it had to end in this
manner," Pillay wrote in a column in
the Hindustan Times.

"Anyone who has some knowledge
of the game would realise the differ-
ence I make when I take the field. Even
thenIhad a tough time getting into the
first eleven for reasons best known to
the team management,” hesaid.

"To add to this humiliation, I was
made to sit outin my last game (against

South Korea)," said Pillay, as eight-
time gold medallists India finished a
poorseventh.

India failed to make the semifinals
and then lost to arch rivals Pakistanin a
match for minor placings before

DHANRAJ PILLAY

beating Asian Games champions South
Korea5-2in theirlast outing.

Pillay, 35, said he had not yet made
adecision onretirement.

Attacker spoils
marathon

AFP, Athens

Stefano Baldini of Italywon a dramatic
men's marathon at the Olympic
Games on Sunday afterlong-timerace
leader Vanderlei de Lima of Brazil was
attacked by a spectator in the latter
stagesoftherace.

De Lima had taken the lead at the
19 kilometres mark and maintained a
20-second advantage over the chasing
pack until a man appeared from the
crowd five miles from the finish.

The man, wearing a red kilt, white
and green shirt and black beret and
with a cardboard placard round his
neck pushed the Brazilian into the
spectatorsliningtheroadside.

Spectators prised the man away
from De Lima and he resumed run-
ning, with his lead down to 10 sec-
onds, but was clearly shaken by the
attack.

Baldini entered the Pana-thinaiko
Stadium alone and the man who was
forced to drop out of the race in
Sydney four years ago ran through the
tapein2hr10min55sec.

Drugs from start to finish

miqophone's' positign 010§e to the REUTERS, Athens Sunday, 24 doping violations had been  bother Rogge one bit.

® action area will provide audible assis- uncovered by Rogge's crusade against
tance to officials in cases which are It started with a drugcheats

enians nave it g e s gt e pevos - Bashar goes
§ p p and ended witha highest number of 12 at the Los Angeles
fielders. stripped gold  Games but rather than it degrading the FROM PAGE 13
The second innovation sees the dal ) -g g tomorrow (Tuesday) evening," said
medal. In  Games, Rogge's campaign would

mixed feelings

AFP, Athens

Pride, mixed with
A, large doses of
relief, was the
prevalent senti-
ment among
Athenians as they
said farewell to
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city was transformed for the better," he
said.

"We won the challenge and we're
happywe proved wrong all those who
had said we wouldn't manage it,"
said Rirchardos Someritis, a colum-
nist with Greek daily To Vima.

"The Games were successful, the
country got the promotion it wanted.

But Someritis disagreed. "Secu-
rity fears were not a paranoia, we live
in difficult times," he said.

"The measures weren't exagger-
ated -- the same were taken in the
European football championships in
Portugal, but the reporting about
them in the media was. It was so
shrill, particularly in the US, that it

responsibility of calling no balls in the
ICC Champions Trophy passing to the
third (or TV) umpire. He will use the
two-way link provided by the earpiece
to advise standing officials of any
deliveries ruled asno balls.

Appointments for the semifinals
and tournament final will be made at
the end of the group stage.

Sachin to miss
England series

between it was
dominated by
steroids, stimu-
lants and diuret-
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ics.

The Athens Olympics truly earned
the title the Drugs Games.

It was not what the Greek organisers
had wanted, but rather than tainting the
Games, Olympic president Jacques
Rogge's hardline stance towards drug
cheats will mark the Athens Games
down as a watershed in the fight against

appear to have edified an event which
had been in grave danger of poisoning
itselfwith a cocktail of drugs.

"You have 10,500 athletes in the
Olympic Village, you do not have 10,500
saints, you will always have cheats,"
Rogge said.

"What counts is that we act against
this evil drug use. Every positive test
catches a cheat and protects a clean
athlete. Today everybody knows we
mean business. We have got zero toler-
ance towards drug use. Zero tolerance

Bashar who was forced to miss next
month's Champions Trophy in
England because of the injury.

He informed that the operation
date has been set for Thursday under
the supervision of Australian surgeon
GregWhey.

"I had a telephone conversation
with Whey and he told me thatIshould
be able to return home after a week. He
also predicted a four-week recovery
period which means I could be back in
action before the hectichome season."

: L Although he was out of cricket for
the Olympics on  We were worried the Games could scared off many people," Someritis REUTERS/AFP, London dopinginsport. towards drug cheats." . g. .
) ) . : - ) the time-being, Bashar was keeping a
Sunday. backfire on the Greece'simageifthey  said. . . . . Rogge, a determined physician with The message had not been lost on .
" ) . Sachin Tendulkar will miss India's | . . close eye on the performance of his
The Games were a very pleasant  had been a failure," said a doctor Greek Sunday newspapers agreed inflexible morals, had warned that the  anybody.

experience, a real celebration and we
enjoyed it a lot. But it's about time they
finished," said Sterjos Chatzistergiou,
an employee with Greece's electricity
utility PPC, sipping his coffee in down-
town Athens on the Games' final day.

The Olympics dominated
Athenians' dailylives for months.

Tens of thousands had to stay home
in the traditional holiday month of
August to organise them, from hospital
workers to policemen. Car traffic was
severely restricted to ease transport
routes for athletes, officials, journalists
and tourists.

"I had a lot of trouble, especially
moving around in the city because of
the construction ahead of the Games.
But in the end it was worth it for every-
body," said Nikos Floros, a private
employee.

"A lot of construction was done, the

who did notwant to be named.

"Did the Games make sense
financially -- I don't know -- it's the
economists that need to tell us," he
added.

Greece spent at least seven billion
euros (8.7 billion dollars) on the
Games -- 1.2 billion euros alone on
security.

Many Greeks felt the Games were
never a potential target of an extrem-
ist attack and believed the related
expenditure was only meant to allay
security fears of the countries
involved in the Iraq war.

"Among the negatives of the
Games was their cost... much of
which was spent on security mea-
sures imposed upon us from
abroad," said Christos Pasalaris, a
columnist with the conservative
Eleftheros Typos.

the Games were successful, on bal-
ance. Organisation, transport, and
security were the Olympics' strong
suit, they reported. Empty seats in
many competitions were regarded as
the Games' biggest drawback.

But the Greek party was indelibly
spoiled by the doping scandals
surrounding the hosts team.
Greece's national heroes, Kosta-
dinos Kenteris and Ekaterini
Thanou, were forced to withdraw
from the Olympics for failing to show
up atadoping test.

Two days later, weightlifting
bronze medallist Leonidas
Sampanis, was stripped of his medal
after failing a drugs test.

"It was like a black stain on the
Games," said Alexandros Katsantonis,
another columnist at Eleftheros Typos.

Beijing expec

FROM PAGE 13
least $2 billion of which will go

completion originally planned for

deadline for completion of its ambi-
tious "bird's nest" Olympic Stadium

ts to deliver

tional expenses to reach 2 billion
dollars by 2008, while infrastructure

upcoming one-day series against
England after failing a fitness test on
Monday.

The top Indian batsman is still suffer-
ing from tennis elbow, media reports said
onSunday. Hewas duetofaceafitnesstest
onMondaybutreportssaid he failed tobat
inthenets on Sunday and would definitely
beout.

Tendulkar was ruled out of last
week's Videocon Cup triangular series
in the Netherlands with the same
injury, but Indian officials are hopeful
he will be fit for the ICC Champions
Trophy starting in England on
September 10.

Bomb scare

AFP, Athens

Greek anti-terrorist police searched a
ferry in Piraeus harbour near Athens
late Sunday after the Olympic Games
here closed following an anonymous
telephone call warning there was a
bomb aboard, the merchant marine
ministry said.

A caller told the Greek newspaper
Eleftherotypia a bomb had been placed
aboard the ferry boat Nefeli, which
provides a regular service to the island

FROM PAGE 13

Games -- the first since a global anti-
doping code was initiated -- would offer
up more positive tests than any previous
Olympics.

But it is unlikely even he had
expected such a number of high profile
cases to dominate the world's greatest
sporting extravaganza.

As the Games wrapped up on

One Greek newspaper summed up
the local media's bemusement at the
number of cheats uncovered with a
cartoon. It depicted a bashful youth,
with a gold medal round his neck, being
surrounded by microphones and
cameras, saying: "I am only a volunteer
buteveryone else has tested positive".

Such depictions of the Games do not

mates who are already in England. He
was delighted with the Tigers' success-
ful run-chase against Ireland in the
first practice match that the visitors
won by two wickets on Sunday.

"It was really a pressure situation as
they had to chase almost at seven runs
per over. It was a morale boosting
win," said the 31-year-old.

A Greek epilogue

FROM PAGE 13

away from the headlines from the
moment that the IOC forecast in the
daysleadingup to the event that record
numbers of cheats would be
unmasked.

But no-one could have predicted
the doping drama that exploded
around Greek sprinters Kostadinos
Kenteris and Ekaterini Thanou even
before the Games began.

When both athletes failed to appear
for a mandatory drug test at the
Olympic Village on August 12, it trig-
gered a sequence of events that led to

was faked and subsequent raids on

ber of medals at a single games, the 19-
year-old finishing with eight that
included six golds.

While Phelps failed in his bid to
equal or better Mark Spitz' 1972 haul of
seven golds, his performances speak
for themselves.

Not even Phelps though could get
the better of Australia's Ian Thorpe,
who underscored his enduring class
with victories in the 200 metres and
400m freestyle to become the most
successful Australian Olympian of all
time.

star treatment, the poignant human
stories of endeavour that are the
Olympics' hallmark were much in
evidence.

No-one quite managed to rival
Equatorial Guinea's hapless swimmer
Eric 'the Eel' from the 2000 Olympics
but the cast of no-hopers, prevailing
against impossible odds, was as rich as
ever.

Iraq provided one of the feel-good
stories of the Games by reaching the
semifinals of the football tournament to
cap an improbable campaign that had
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