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Young artistic expressions

FAYzA HAQ

HE recent exhibition of the
Ankan Art School at the
National Museum presented

aims and aspirations of young art
enthusiasts from an early stage to
teenage and beyond. Mahabubul Islam
(Babu), the director of the school said,
'The students here range from school to
university level. They do sketches,
pastels, watercolours, poster and oil
colours. I teach twice a week at the
Malibagh and Uttara sections. There
are about 300 students in all. We have
an annual exhibition at a public gallery
every year, in which the best work of the
year is presented. Here there are 313
exhibits of 87 students. Sumiya, who
has now been learning for 17 years, is
easily the best in the group, despite her
handicap of notbeingable to speak. She
usually brings in the Bangladeshi
countryside in her work. In the exhibi-
tion you find an abundance of Oriental
Arttoo.Imyselffaced alot of opposition
from my family and friends in taking up
a career as an artist. Today, I want to
help others become painters like
myself.'

Sumaiya's Village girl, an oil on
canvas, presented a young water carrier
from the village in a bright striped sari.
She was surrounded by flowers, leaves,
tendrils and blossoms, each of which
had been worked uponin detail. Behind
the girl was another dark female figure.
Ridita's Old city, an oil painting, depicted
Old Dhaka in a semi abstract way. Thus,
we faced masses of rectangles in pinks,
grays, black and beige, each tone merg-
ing into another. Windows and doors
were visible as more precise rectangles.
The sky at the back was midnight blue
and black. The ground in front was gray
and beige. Antara's Bath time, an oil
painting, presented a girl with long hair,
with her clothes trailing away from her,
including a blue orna with gold dots.
Behind her were images of a floating
fish, a mermaid and flowers. The back-
groundwasingreen, yellowandred.

Shumanta's Village, an oil painting,
presented buffaloes with golden hay-
stacks at the back and tall date palms at
the side. Included were men threshing
rice. The creation was in gold, greens and
grays. Lucky's landscape, also in oil, had
a peaceful rivulet with a gray-blue sky at
the back, above the gray-green hills.

Village Women by Farzana Yasmin

Dream by Afifa Akhter Lia

Olive coloured leaves, emanating from
tree branches filled the canvas. The
emerald grass on the two sides of the
water added to the cozy, holiday effect.
Lia's Dream showed the faces of three
women which appeared like masks with
hollows for the eyes. The faces were in
orange, green and yellow simplified
geometrical shapes of semicircles,
curves and lines. Nabil's still life, in oil,
brought in a jug with grapes and apples
spread out on the table in front, pre-
sented in an impressionistic manner.
The backdrop was in pink and blue,
while the front had a lot of gray and
white.

An intriguing creation was
Shumanta's Landscape, in which the
canvas was divided into many sec-
tions of rectangles and circles, which
fitted into one another. Out of the
simple shapes grew trees, leaves,
clouds and other elements of nature
in swirls of green, brown, yellow and
red. The backdrop was mostly blue
while the forefront was an expanse of
red.

Prof. Mahmudul Haque, Director
General of the National Museum,
commenting on the exhibition, said,
'Such displays are healthy outlets of
expressing and dealing with our

problems and they help us share our
joys. Providing children with an
opportunity to develop their creativ-
ity and to value art and culture
ensures that a new generation will
be able to see beyond the surface of
everyday life.’

Verietise by M Mahbubul Islam,
Director of Ankan Art School

Nazrul Institute's five-day
programme ends

NOVERA DEEPITA

The five-day programme, organised
by Nazrul Institute to mark the
death anniversary of our National
Poet Kazi Nazrul Islam, ended at the
institute's auditorium on Friday
last.

The programme started with a
research-oriented speech on Nazrul
by Professor Md. Abdul Quaiyum.
Nazrul composed innumerous
songs and poems urging the devel-
opment of human conscience.
Professor Quaiyum elaborated on
the humane qualities of Nazrul as a
poet who focussed on equity, uni-
versality, youth and contemporary
ideas through his poems. He said
that Nazrul wrote about people
belonging to different social, reli-
gious and economic status, about
gender equity. 'Nazrul always
inspired the nation to greater cre-
ativity. He is always with us in the
present distressful and hostile
situation we are going through, like

he always was, with the powerful

poems,' Quaiyum concluded.
Among others, State-Minister

for Cultural Affairs Begum Selima
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Mannan Syed is seen on the right

Achild artist receiving prize from Mobarak Hossain Khan; Professor Abdul

Rahman, Secretary to the Culture
Ministry, Kazi Abul Kashem, Chair-
man of Nazrul Institute Trusty
Board, Mobarak Hossain Khan and

the Executive Director of Nazrul
Institute, Abdul Mannan Syed also
spoke on the occasion.

In the cultural session popular
recitor Camellia enthralled the
audience with her presentation of
the poem Batayon Pashey. Matiar
Rahman and his dance troupe
performed next with the song
Phuler Jalshay Nirob Keno Kobi.
The performance was however,
quite unprofessional. Sifat E
Rabban presented an uncommon
Nazrul number, while popular
artistes like Shahin Samad and
Nashid Kamal rendered
Shukhshari Shamo Tonu Mon and
Ghumayechhe Phul. However, as a
whole the programme lacked
coordination and discipline.

The institute arranged an art,
recitation and music competition
for children on the first three days
of the celebration. As the last item,
the winners received prizes and
certificates.

TV G

Dilara Zaman: A powerful actress

Her performances are like a breath of fresh air

KAvITA CHARANJI

OCIAL issues are important to

renowned TV and radio actress
Dilara Zaman. As she says, 'The
artistes' voice carries great weight in
social change.' She cites the example of
providing relief for the flood affected in
1998, programmes for UNICEF's
children activities and a documentary
film on polio along with Zubaira, her
US-based daughter.

That's not all. She is currently
working on the scripts for two new TV
serials: Ei Tumi Shei Tumi (directed
and written by Zeenat Hakim) and a
yetuntitled work of AzizMunna. In the
former she plays a typical mother in
conflict with her daughter-in-law. In
the second serial she enacts the role of
a critical mother who dominates the
family, the son and the daughter-in-
laws. The first serial will be aired on TV
soon and the shootingis onin Uttara.

Dilara believes that serials in which
she has worked, such as Ekannoborti,
Eishobdinratir and Iey Biey, are popu-
lar because they mirror middle class
values and universal feelings. As
Dilara observes, ' People like to
identify with the TV characters and
their lives, loves, struggles, conflicts
and emotions reflected on TV. I
empathise with these characters who
eschew fighting, dancing and other
unnatural elements.'

Dilara's performances are like a
breath of fresh air in a sometimes-
decrepit artistic milieu. To quote her,"'
People like the sense of belonging.
Nowadays our values are decaying. We
can't give time to our children; they are
deprived of love and affection. They
just stay indoors. They stay away from
nature, fail to acquaint themselves
with the open sky, the birds and
flowers. Maybe, the mothers don't
have time to read out the fairy tales.
Children are gradually moving away
from their cultureandroots.'

Among her successes, she counts
Humayun Ahmed's TV serial Auyomoy,
In this drama she plays an old iron lady
who is cruel and blind. She is an
oppressive zamindar and she relent-
lessly imposes her will on her family
and otherslike servants, peasants. This
serial is still on. Recalling Auyomoy's
popularity, she says ' If I go to a village,
even today they call me Mirza's mother
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Dilara Zaman with Dr. Inamul Haque in

because this was a popular character
thatIplayed.'

Dilara has been a TV, stage and radio
actress. However, she has opted out of
the stage because of certain personal
problems. Says Dilara, 'On stage you
have to put a lot of stress on voice, so
nowadays I prefer to work for TV and
radio.'

Dilara has been in the education
field for many years. She retired from
Viquarunisa four years ago as assistant
headmistress.

Tracing her early interest in acting,
sherecalls seeingfilmsand dramasinher
childhoodinJessore. Asastudent of class
five in Bangla Bazar Government Gitl's
Schoolin Dhaka, she saw a drama called
Rakter Dak. The performance of the two
actresses, Mumtaz Lily Khan and
Zohorat Ara, left her enthralled. Says
Dilara," 'Rakter Dak depicted real life.
Actors laughing, crying so naturally. I
could empathise with the characters.
Looking at the tearful actresses, it was
difficult forme to controlmyemotions.'

In 1964, she did a play for the Dhaka
University  Students Union called
Mayabi Prohor:In this play, she enacted
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a TV play

the role of the second wife of a village
leader.

Dilara got married when she was 20.
In 1965, she did her first TV drama called
Tridhara. It was about twin sisters and
she was cast opposite renowned actress
Ajmeri Zaman. In the same play were
actors like the well-known late Ahsan
Ali Sydney and Lily Chowdhury, who
played themother.

'Tt was my first TV drama and I was
very excited and nervous. I acted very
well considering that I was just 20. The
play was directly telecast from a studio
in DIT building. It was a very small
studio and we had to work there,' says a
nostalgic Dilara.

There is a world of difference
between TV today and the medium of
yesteryears, says Dilara. In her words,
'There have been a lot of changes in
acting, direction and shooting tech-
niques.'

There have been other milestones
also: her work with the drama group
Arindom in Chittagong, the direction
of Shamne Jai Thak Train Cholbei
(written by Hasnat Abdul Hai) and
acting in Bertolt Brecht's play called

Rifle.

Dilara's stellar contribution to the
medium of television has not gone
unrecognised. She has won awards
from the Bangladesh Cine Journalists
Association and the Jai Jai Din Award
for best supporting actress. In 1992 she
got the highest award of Ekushey
Padak for her pioneering work in
drama. 'WhenIstarted my career there
were very few women in the 1960s on
stage and TV. Traditionally Muslim
girls didn't come out on stage,' she
reminisces.

In 1993, the Television Drama
Artistes' Association, gave her an
award for best actress.

Dilara has exciting plans for the
future. Having done over 200 TV
dramas, she hopes to maintain the
momentum. What's more, she wants
to do her utmost to secure a better life
for the underprivileged. As she asserts,
'T see thousands of children who have
no amusement or shelter. Through my
work I would like to address the social
issues that confront the under-
previleged children of our society.'

Arnie gets stamp of approval

A set of stamps featuring
Arnold Schwarze-negger
has sold out in record
time in Austria. A total of
600,000 of the limited
edition stamps have
flown off post office
shelves.

The stamp features
the California Governor
dressed in a suit with a
determined look on his

face. Both the US Stars
and Stripes and the red-

white-red Austrian flag can be seen in the background.
Fans of the Terminator star from around the world had ordered the stamps
even before they officially went on sale.
Created by Vienna artist Hannes Margreiter, the stamp was sold for one Euro
(66 pence) for use on letters to overseas destinations.

Source: Internet

. Scarlett to star in sci-fi film

BBC ONLINE

Actress Scarlett
Johansson is to star in
Michael Bay's sci-fi
thriller The Island,
opposite Ewan
McGregor.

The film is about a
'harvested being' who
suddenly becomes self-
aware and tries to
escape the utopian
facility where he and
others are beingkept.

The Lost in Transla-

tion star will play McGregor's confidante in the thriller, which begins

shootingin October.

She also has signed on to star opposite Tom Cruise in Mission:
Impossible 3, to start shootingin June.
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All programmes are in local time. The
Daily Star will not be responsible for
any change in the programme.

* News Bulletin

BTV

News Headlines (Bangla) at 8:55
am.12:10 pm. 2:00 pm. 3:00 pm. 4:00
pm.7:00 pm.

News (Bangla) at 8:00 am 1:00 pm.5:00
pm.8:00 pm.

News (English) at3:00 pm.10:00 pm.
Late Night News (Bangla and English)
11:30 pm.

CHANNEL-i

News (Bangla) at 7:15 am. 9:00am.
7:15pm, 9:00pm, 10:30,12:15am.
Telecast of BTV news (Bangla and
English) at11:30 pm.

ATN BANGLA

News (Bangla) at 7:00 am.10:00am.
2:00 pm. 7:00 pm. 10:00 pm, 11:00
pm.

Telecast of BTV News (Bangla and
English) at11:30 pm.

Latest News (Bangla) at 9:00 a.m,10:00
am, 11:00 am.1:00pm.3:00 pm.
4:00pm.6:00 pm and 8:00 pm.

ntv

News Headlines (Bangla) at 10:00 am.
12:00am. 6:15 pm. 9:30 pm.

News (Bangla) 7:30 am. 2:00 pm. 5:00
pm.7:30 pm.10:30 pm.

Telecast of BTV News (Bangla and
English) at11:30 pm.

TARA BANGLA
NewsHeadlines(Bangla) at 5:30 pm. 7:30
pm.

Tara News (Bangla) at 8:30 pm. 11:30
pm.

Tara News Bangladesh (Bangla) at 9:30
pm.

BBC WORLD
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