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Interpol experts arrive
today to help probe

Judicial commission starts investigation today

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

‘Iwo Interpol experts will' arrive In
Dheka today to help investigate the
August 21 grenade) attack on an
Awami League rally that killed 19
and injured over 200 others,

1t is also today that the one-
member judicial commission
formed by the government beginsits

probe Into the attack, as another
inquiry committee, of the Supreme
Court Bar Association (SCBA),
started recording statements of the
injured yesterday,

In the wake of repeated bomb
blasts, sources sald, the police
headquarters has decided to form a
30-member bomb squad within a
fewdays,
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INTERPOLEXPERTS

'The two-member Interpol team
comprising Geoffrey Isles, an officer

of Australian Federal Police, and
Jacqueline' Polansk, a. US private
terrorism expert, will arrive at Zia
International Alrport by a Thai
Airways flightat11:55amtoday,

. Inspector. General of Police
Shahudul Haque said, "The team

will visit the spot, speak to police;
intelligence agencies and other
peopleconcerned.”

"The experts will later prepare a
report on thelr preliminary findings,
based on which the Interpol will
decideltsfollow-upactions," Haque
added.

On the specific objective of the
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Workers refurblsh the office of the Judge heading a ona-member udiclal anqulry cnmmllnlnn yestorday at ﬂAcnn‘uﬂ Lana In/Kakrall. The commlsslon is
scheduled to start probing teday the deadly grenade attack on an Awam Leagua rally on August21. i i

AL for int'l probe
under UN or

Commonwealth
STARF CORRESPONDENT

An Independent international
probe into the August 21 deadly
grenade attack could be opened
under the United Natlons or the
Commonwealth, the maln opposi-
hion Awami League (AL) sajd yester-
iy,

"Wedon't want anyinternational
body here only to asslstour police or
investigation teams formed by the
government, Only an international
probe body free from government
pressure will be able to trace the
attackers,” sald AL General
SecretaryAbdulJalll athis residence,

"It's an irony that the people who
could not provide security for the
leaderofthe opposition are carrying
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Manzurul Imam
murder accused
killed in fight
with Rab

STAFE CORRESPONDENT, Xhulna

Imam Sarder allas Hasan Imam (32),
an outlaw and one of the four
chargesheeted accused In city
Awaml Lengue (AL) president
Manzurul Imam murder, was killed
yesterday in a gunfight with Rapld
Actlion Battalion (Rab) and police
near Prashadpur bridge in Rampal
upazilaof Bagerhatdistrict

No-one of the Rab and police
personnel was Injured in the nearly
26-minute gunfight atabout 4:00am
during anarmsrecoveryoperation,

Imam's body was sent to
Bagerhat Sadnr Hospltal forautopsy,

He was a cadre of Janajuddho
factlon of the outlawed Purbo
Banglar Communist Party (PBCP)

. and younger brother of Selim

Sarder, general secretary of Rampal
upazila unit of the AL, and hniled
from Borni village of the upazila.

. Tipped-olf; a Rab team arrested
Imam from Pable area in Daulatpur
thann on Pridaynight and recovered
a shotgun and a live cartridge from
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Opposition parties plan
agitation for early polls

STARF CORRESPONDENT

Malnstream opposition parties plan
to force the government to
announce early general elections
through a vigorous movement after
turning down the government's
offer ofdialogue with them.,

Policymakers of the opposition
parties are nowworking out a strat-
egy to realise the demand after
rejecting Prime Minister Khaleda
Zin's talks offer terming it as a 'cos.
meticcall',

After three days of countrywide
hartal protesting the deadly grenade
attack on an Awaml League (AL) rally

in Dhakaon August 21, 11-left parties
and’ Jatlya Samajtantrik Dal (JSD-
Inu) are discussing broad-based
unitywiththe AL for theagitation,

The opposlition leaders last night
sat with Leader of the Opposition
Shelkh Hasina at her Sudha Sadan
residence to discuss the overall
political situation,

The next agitation In protest
ngainst the grenade attack that
killed 19 people and injured over 200
others on Bangabandhu Avenue is
likely to Include a12-hoir cotintry-
wide dawn-to-dusk hartal this week,
opposition sources sald,

The opposition leaders are also

4
pondering political programmes
alternative to hartal to involve
people and' professional bodies in
the anti-government démonstra-
tion. o

Earlier, frontline AL leaders on
Friday night discussed the political
situation and next agitation
programmeswhile the 11 left parties
are discussing the option ofjoining a
united movement withthe AL,

Sources sald the left leaders at a
meeting at the Bangladesh
Sumajtantrik Dal office yesterday
were divided over the united move-
ment, especlally over the 'excessive

SEE PAGE 11 COL 4

Tk 1 cr reward for
disclosing attackers'
identity planned

1,500 more cops to be
recruited urgently

STAR REPORT

The government may announce o
reward 'of Tk 1 crore to anyone dis-
closing the names of the persons or
groups responsible far August 21
grenade attack on Shelkh Hasina,

State Minister for Home
Lutfezzaman Babar and Home
Secretary Omar Faruk met with top
police officials including the inspec-
tor general of police and heads of
different intelligence agencles
Friday nightand discussed the merit
nfannouncing suchabounty,

Hegolapositive feedback from the
law enforcing agencles which felt that
suchamove would makeltdifficultfor
theattackerstoremalnhidden,

The meeting felt that some of the
lower-level operatives of the group

involved in the attacks might be
lured by the cash reward Into com-
ing with information, The govern-
ment would keep the name of the
informant a secret,

The idea of reward came as
detectlves are still in the dark about
the identity of the attackers, tarnish-
Ing the image of the government,
Thay visited 'the spot five days after
the attack and the area where the
attack was carrled out was left open
to anyone, This has destroyed some

vital' evidence, many dlleged. No

arrests have been made in connec-
tionwith the attacks,

Friday's meetng also decided to
immediately recruit 1,500 police to
boost securlty, Eight more police
stations will be set up'on a priority
basls,

SYLHET SHRINE BLAST

3 Shibir men
held, sent
to JIC

STA¥F CORRESPONDENT, Sylhat

Three more activists of Islami
Chhatra Shibir were arrested in
Sylhet on Friday in connection with
the bomb blast at the Hazrat
Shahjalal Shrine, They were arrested
fromastudents'mess at Akhalia and
sent to Dhaka yesterday for produc:
ing before the joint interrogation
cell (J1C).

The arrestees are Moazzem
Hossain Sayem, Delwar Hossain and
MarufRaliman,

They are shown arrested under
section 54 and were produced
before the magistrate court on
Friday afternoon, Police sought a
10-day remand while the court

¢ granted seven days',

Thenumber of people arrestedin
the case {8 24, Investigation Officer
of the case, ASP Munshi Atiqur
Rahman of the criminal investipa-
tlon department (CID) declined to
o into details about the progress of
theinvestigation,

The CID also sent Ranjit Sarker,
joint convenor of the city unit of
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Youth gunned
down, child
beaten to death

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Unknown asseilants yesterday
gunned down ayouth in Demra and
aman beatup hisfosterson todeath
inKamrangirCharEriday,

Russell Khan, 25, along with his
friend and also neighbour Suman
was watching TV at his house in
South Dhania in Paterbagh. A man
called him out at around 2;30pm,
sald Suman,

"Hearlng a couple of gunshots, |
rushed to the spot and found him
lying on the road," Suman told
reporters.

Locals rushed Russell with three
bullets in hishead and face to Dhaka
Medical College Hospital where

doctors declared him dead at

3:20pm.

Jamila Khatun, the victim's
mother, sald she s clueless about
thekilling.

In Kamrangir Char, elght-year-
old Md Russell went missing from
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Hartal halts life
for third time

General strike called again

for tomorrow
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A countrywide dawn-to-dusk hartal
Jointly enforced by the Awami
League (AL) and other ﬂpFuaiuun
parties yesterday hrought life to a
halt for the third ime in'the st five
days and sporadic police-plcket
clashes and police baton chargesin
different places left dozens injured.
The main opposition AL, left
leaning 11-party alliance, Jativa
Samajtantrik Dal (JSD-Inu) and
National Awami Party (NAP-
Muzaffar) called the hartalto protest
the August 21 grenade attack on an
AL rally in an attempt to assassinate
party Presldent and Leader of the
Opposition Sheikh Hasina and in
demand for resignation of the BNP-

led ruling coalition,

The Jubo League and Mohila
Awam| League yesterday called the
fourth hartal (dawn-to~-dusk) since
the attack for tomorrow. Twenty
other women's organisations have
also supportedthe hartal,

Barlier, the ruling BNP shifted its
previously declared demonstration
movement from August 28 to 30 1o
avoid confrontation with the oppo-
sition parties as the opposition
called hartal on that day,

The hartal, also to protest the
killlng of 20 people including AL
central leader Ivy Rahman in the
grenade attack and police excesses
during the hartals on Tuesday and
Wednesday, shut most businesses,

SEE PAGE 11 COL 1

PM holds image
crisis talks with
ex-foreign secys

STAER CORRESPONDENT

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia held a
brainstorming sesslon with seven
former forelgn secretaries yastcrday
for reviving Bangladesh's image
abroad and taking steps on' the
world stage In the wake of Awaml
League (AL) rally bombing on
August21,
“The prime minister asked them
1o harnoss all theirexperlencein this
fleld to overcome the damage to
Bangladesh's image abroad,”
Foreign Minlster M Morshed Khan
told reporters athis office yesterday,
"The attack was made by people
who have a problem’ with
Bangladesh's successful economic
progress, recognition by world
leaders of Bangladesh as amoderate
and tolerant Muslim-majority
nation and people who will benefit
from Bangladesh's downfall."
1t is essential that Bangladesh
regain {ts image at a tme when
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As far as you go...
AKTEL is there. Always

ADAMJEE JUTE MILLS |
Pond stands in way

of industrial park

REJAUL KARIM BYRON

The Ministry of Industries is at
loggerheads with the Planning
Commission over filling up a pond
and building a road on the former
Adamjee Jute Mills premises, stall-
ing finalisation of the project con-
cept paper (PCF) to set up a private
industrial park there,

The ministry wants to fill up
seven of the eight ponds but the
commission favours filling up six,
arguing at least two ponds need to
be retained in the proposed
Adamjee Industrial Park to strike an
ecological balance, according to
80Urces,

The ministry, however, says the
pond which is the bone of conten-
tion is sprawled over 11,30 acres and
27 industrial plots are to be built on
the land to open up job opportuni-

ties to 49,000 people,

Thegovernment closed down the
Adamjee Jute Mills, whichused to be
the biggest jutemillin Asia, onJuly1,
2002, in line with donors' prescrip-
tion as it continued to incur huge
losses,

Some 26,000 workers lost thelr
job when the mill was closed down,
but the government envisaged the
industrial park would create job
opportunities for as many as nine
lakh people,

As for the road, the Planning
Commission wants to have a brick
road to cut down on project costs,
while the ministry wants a concrete
road reasoning that the proposed
industrial park should have roads
like those'in the export processing
ZONEes,

Bangladesh Small and Cottage
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Dutch-Bangla Bank Housing Finance Scheme
A B
Dutch- chglcl Bank lelted
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