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BANDARBAN'S BOMANG

Tangtha--children of the hills

AFSAR AHMED

IANGTHA--this is what the

people of hill-tracts call them-

selves. It means 'children of the
hills'. In general, however, these people
are known as an indigenous hunting
tribe called Bomangor Bom.

A documentary film on the ethnic
group, titled Bandarban's Bomang, was
screened at Spectra Convention Centre
recently. The 25-minute long docu-

L

mentary has been filmed and directed
by A Masud Chowdhury and edited by
Moinul Hossain Mukul.

Bandarban's Bomang depicts the
ethnic Bom's heritage and culture and
their history of survival. The word Bom
came from 'Bomjao' meaning "united
nation'. If we take a look into the Bom
history we can see that two different
groups named Pangthaoyeand Sunthola
formed today's Bom tribe.

History has it that the ancestors of

The traditional 'horn dance'

Bom came from China's Chingling
Mountains and then settled into the
Arakan province of present Myanmar.
They came to the northeastern part of
Bangladesh about 165 years back and at
presentaround 10,000 Boms are livingin
the Bharatmoon Para of Bandarban
district.

Bom has its own distinguish features.
Medium height, yellowish skin, flat nose
and oriental eyes--all these features
prove that the Bom people bear the
Mongolian blood. Theirs is the hunting
tribe with rituals relating mostly to
hunting. They are praised as heroes
when they hunt tigers or mountain
buffaloes. Even the traditional Shing
Nrittyaor 'horn dance' is celebrated with
thehorns of the hunted animals.

The documentary started featuring
the Bom youth named Santhuyang
Sailuk Bom on a hunting spree where he
uses the traditional flute called Tepoth for
mimicking the sounds of the animals or
birds to trap them. Another youth
Lauthiyang Bom shows the traditional
trap made of bamboo twigs, string and a
wild red fruit for the bait to hunt wild
fowls. Bamboo or Mautak is the most
important material for the Bom's, from
which artistic baskets and baby cots are
made.

Another interesting emblematic
feature is the using of Komor Tant--a

A Bom woman weaving blanket on the komor tant

special kind of handloom which has a
belt to tie around the hip of the weaver.
The Bom blankets, produced with these
handlooms, are made from old wool that
make it warmer. Their clothes are also
different from other tribes. The women
wear nufenand the males wear rinta.
The main source of income of the
Bom is marketing of pineapple, wild
banana, papaya and other crops, which
are chiefly produced on the steps ofhills
byaprocess called Jhum cultivation.

Earlier, the Bom were the worship-
pers of nature but now most of them
have embraced Christianity. But it had
little effect on their life style. The mod-
ern trends have however not harmed
their own traditional values. The word
Bom means unity and there is little
doubt that almost 80% literate Boms
give prime importance to their own
tradition.

An insight into the life of Nazrul

Taher Shipon directs TV play Chokher Joler Priya

ERSHAD KAMOL

Taher Shipon is one of those TV-play
directors who are doing some note-
worthy works under the package
programme for the TV channels.

Channel-iwill air his Chokher Joler
Priya on the death anniversary of our
National Poet Kazi Nazrul Islam at
7:50 p.m. onAugust27.

Portrayinga truestory of the poet's
life, the play is based on reminis-
cences of Nurjahan Begum, the
daughter of Swagat-editor
Nasiruddin. All the characters in the
play like Nazrul, Fajilatunnesa,
Nasiruddin, Nurjahan and others are
historical characters. Scriptwriter
Gitali Hasan has pointed out only the
episode of Nazrul's unrealised affairs
with Fajilatunnesa. In the play

Tania Ahmed and Subarna Kazi in the drama Chokher Joler Priya

CULTURAL FEAST

Exhibition
Photography

Title: In My Dreams

Photographer: Tanvir

Venue: Drik Gallery, House 58, Road
15/A, Dhanmondi

Time: August 20-26, from 3pm to 8pm

Stamps and Postcards
Organiser: Russian Centre of
Science and culture

Vanue: Library of Russian centre of
Science and Culture

Time: August 23- 31

Painting

Title: Kachhe Durey

Artist: Saeeda Kamal

Venue: Gallery Chitrak, House 21,
Road 4, Dhanmondi

Time: August 20-30, from 10 am to 8
pm

Artist: Manir Mrittik

Venue: Alliance Francaise, 26 Mirpur
Road, Dhanmondi

Time: August 20-30

Combining dreams with desire

Subarno Kazi plays the role of Nazrul.
Pijush Bandyopadhaya and Tania
Ahmed perform as Nasiruddin and
Fajilatunnesa.

'Chokher Joler Priya is my 17th
direction in single-episode plays.
Besides, I am one of the directors of
the dramaserial Sporsher Baire, which
isbeingaired onntv,' says Shipon.

To recall his directing career
Shipon says, 'Basically I am an editor.

I have completed a short course on
editing. Earlier, I learnt operating the
camera from Salauddin Lavlu. I think,
editing is a part of directing. That is
why I had confidence that I would be
able to emerge as a successful direc-
tor. Tomalika Karmokar gave me the
break by producing Harmonica for
BTV. After that I did not have to look
back. Later, Arunabho Anjan helped

mealotwith my careerindirecting.’

'Due to negative tendencies of
some of the producers as well as the
private channels, the whole package
drama industry is on the verge of
collapse. In the long run new direc-
tors and technical crews are heading
towards a crisis. The situation has to
improve for the interest of the indus-
try," Shipon adds.

Halle wants to
get rid of her tresses

Nasreen talks about her artistic creation

FAvzA HAQ

N ASREEN Begum, who has been drawing
and painting since childhood, feels that
she is still learning, even though she is
now an Assistant Professor at the Fine Arts Depart-
ment DU. For her painting is the beginning and end
of existence. She was lucky she says, to have teachers
like Mahmudul Haque, Shahid Kabir, Kazi Ghias and
the late Mahbubul Amin. From them she learnt
water colour wash techniques in particular. Among
the well-known artists of the west she is moved by
Goya, Boticelli,Van Gogh, Picasso and Salvador Dali.
Boticelli's female figures, in particular, influenced
Nasreen's women's portraits in her Oriental Art
creations.

'More than my teachers and artists of the pastitis
the nature around that
inspires me and eggs
me on to work inces-
santly, filling my
drawers with sheets of
water colours. I take in
the sky, wind, sunrise,
moon beams, flowers,
leaves, tendrils and
pollen dust. The
change of seasons,
specially before the
rain, when the leaves
are shed, also influ-
ences me. The months from Boishakto Srabonmove
me most in my paintings. The fallen flowers and
leaves on the roads are elements that inspire me. The
starry and cloudy skies and the full moons also
inspire me. Elements like rivers and mountains also
stirmeup,' Nasreensays.

Asked what problems she faced as an artist if any,
Nasreeen says, ' Any creative person, whether he be a
poet or a novelist, a sculptor, painter or singer, often
faces problems and through them mellows into
maturity. I believe that if I didn't have my problems

X A
Nasreen Begum

An Image of Sea Shores, water colour & ink

my creativity would not have reached the stage that it
has. My work and my life are one thing-- I can't set
them apart. We want to reach a goal where there isno
conflict and our work depicts different stages in the
journey of life. T want to express myself and not be in
competition with others. It's only recently that I've
got a flat to live in. Earlier I had just one room in
which to live with my son and work. I myself am
disciplined even though some people believe that
artists cannot be disciplined. I enjoy having 'addas'.
In particular I like having 'addas' with children, with
whom I get along well. There was a time when I felt I
might have to give up painting but then I realised
thatstopping workwould be akin to dying.'

Dwelling on how she has kept to realism while
others have moved on to abstraction and modern
forms of different sorts, Nasreen elaborates, 'Every-
one has their own characteristic style. My personal-
ityis that ofaneat, clean and disciplined individual.

I love sunlit days full of colours and gaiety. There
are so many elements of nature I will not have
finished capturing them all in a single span of life.
That is why my work is clear and sharp but not
necessarily realistic of late.'

Talking about whether she enjoys painting for
herself or teaching art, Nasreen says that she enjoys
both. 'T try to be sincere, honest and dedicated in
everything thatIdo. I'm not quite satisfied with the
teaching aspect of my life of late. As for the amount
of time that I spend on paintin, I try to paint as
much as I can. The rest of the time I give to reading
and teaching. I like reading essays on various
subjects, specially creative ones.’

Asked if an artist's life is easier today or when
shefirststarted outas an artist, Nasreen says,

'To survive in Bangladesh as an artist is still
difficult. As for Oriental Art, in which I concen-
trate, I feel that there will be appreciation for it as
long as the artist is sincere. Art is like a flowing
river that changes with time. And time will bring
the genuine appreciation for good work.'

Nasreen has five awards to her credit and has
had five solo exhibitions. She has taken part in
over 50 national and international group exhibi-
tions.

Lady with Moon, water colour & ink
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Halle Berry says she can't wait to go back to having
short hair. She says she is looking forward to finishing
her latest film, Their Eyes Were Watching God, so she
can getrid of her hair extensions.

The Oscar-winning actress has been sportinglong
tresses at the Catwoman premieres in America and
Europe and admits she's not totally comfortable with
her new look. She says, 'My real hair is about here, at
my shoulders. I'll go back to short hair eventually. I
have always been and am certainly becoming more of
aperson who has nothing to hide. No secrets. I'm just
open. In my heart, I'm probably a short-haired per-

y son.
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Catwomanwasreleased in UK cinemas yesterday.
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Page gets spot on London's Walk of Fame

AP, London

Jimmy Page hasn'tyet made it up the stairway to heaven,
but he's the first to reach the new British Walk of Fame.
The former Led Zeppelin guitarist cast his hand prints in
cement Monday;, as the first music legend to feature on
London'sreply to the Hollywood Walk of Fame.

'It's areal privilege and a great honour to be the first.
I'm really chuffed,’ said Page, 60. 'A Walk of Fame is a
fantasticidea, andit's high timewe had onein London."'

The site of the British version, which will feature
popular music giants, is taking shape outside the new
Virgin Music superstore on Piccadilly Circus, London's

landmark crossroads. Page predicted it would soon
become crowded with handprints. 'If you started putt-
ing in all the people I think are deserving, you could
cover thewhole of London," he said.

Led Zeppelin--which included singer Robert Plant,
bassist John Paul Jones and drummer John Bonham,
who died in 1980--was one of the top rock bands in
history and produced nine chart-topping albums from
1969 to 1979. Its most famous song was the epic Stairway
to Heaven, which was never released as a single but
became one of the most requested radio songs of all

time.

Hendrix.

Led Zepplin guitarist Jimmy Page putting his hands
in cement on the first slab on the new Walk Of Fame
outside Virgin Megastore

Led Zeppelin was back on top of the USrock chartlast
yearwith a greatest hits album, How the West Was Won.

Page frequently is rated as one of the greatest rock
guitarists in history. In 2002, a readers' survey of Total
Guitar magazine rated him No. 2 to the late Jimi

All programmes are in local time. The
Daily Star will not be responsible for
any change in the programme.

* News Bulletin

BTV

News Headlines (Bangla) at 8:55
am.12:10 pm. 2:00 pm. 3:00 pm. 4:00
pm.7:00 pm.

News (Bangla) at 8:00 am 1:00 pm.5:00
pm.8:00 pm.

News (English) at3:00 pm.10:00 pm.
Late Night News (Bangla and English)
11:30 pm.

CHANNEL-i

News (Bangla) at 7:15 am. 9:00am.
7:15pm, 9:00pm, 10:30,12:15am.
Telecast of BTV news (Bangla and
English) at11:30 pm.

ATN BANGLA

News (Bangla) at 7:00 am.10:00am.
2:00 pm. 7:00 pm. 10:00 pm, 11:00
pm.

Telecast of BTV News (Bangla and
English) at11:30 pm.

Latest News (Bangla) at 9:00 a.m,10:00
am, 11:00 am.1:00pm.3:00 pm.
4:00pm.6:00 pm and 8:00 pm.

ntv

News Headlines (Bangla) at 10:00 am.
12:00am. 6:15 pm. 9:30 pm.

News (Bangla) 7:30 am. 2:00 pm. 5:00
pm.7:30 pm.10:30 pm.

Telecast of BTV News (Bangla and
English) at11:30 pm.

TARA BANGLA
NewsHeadlines(Bangla) at 5:30 pm. 7:30
pm.

Tara News (Bangla) at 8:30 pm. 11:30
pm.

Tara News Bangladesh (Bangla) at 9:30

pm.
BBC WORLD

Every hour on the hour

CHANNEL-i 08:30  Kobitalaap 5:00 Pppulgr Mechanics or 11:00  New Faces: The Snake
09:45  Tritiyo Matra 09:00  Shanglap PICK OF THE DAY MBI Buster
10:45  Sports Time 09:30 E;peddgtln?n Animal 5:30 '(I;roalllitélstzg;r']rroar:l EB::tZ:rS 11:30 \é\l|l§(l:|i2tleI SSrg:zlls Wildlife
Ui CIolse' gl L 10:02 ZoogAdventure K|Chhu Katha K|Ch hu Gaan 6:30 Extreme Machines NAT'ONPAL . ’
:ggg ggtguszlrif;an J 10:30  Aarshinagar Onntvat8:50 pm UItimgte Speed
CityCell Taroka kathon | 11:00  Transworld Sports Musical programme Machines _ GEOGRAPHIC
01:00  Ebong Cinemar Gaan ;ggg glrcushnglt)1t§ Hosted by §yed A.bdul Hadi 7:30 KIV_"?“D';?";:"{JY \év"d t 2:30  Extreme Latitude
01:30  Public Reaction : porsner baire The show is dedicated to the songs of the . ignts Might nderwaler | - 3,09 Quest For K2
01:45  Bangla Film gggg g?gﬂ:’l g:'”cal golden era of our silver screen as well as the e E;eggstsgjg;a:::; , | 330 National Geographic
04:00  Banglar Gaan ’ Shyaola ‘ songs of yesteryears. Most of the songs of e et ' Special
04:30  Boi Ebong Boi 04:25  Fardi these programme covers those popular and 9:30 Cars Unnatural history 4:30 Seven Deadly Arts
05:00  SaRe Ga Ma 05:20 Apnar Jigyasha melodious songs created from the 30s to of the Car 5:30 anca From The Ground
ggig é{;r:feordg;;(rl;obor 06:20  Shubho Shondhya 90s. In e'ach episode two eminent and 10:30  Casino Diaries: Casino 6:00 Ar?imal Edens
0640  Music Plus 06:55  Sports Wor/(.‘l' popular singers render songs as well as Diaries Easy Prey 6:30 Dogs With Jobs
0645  Gillette World Sports 08:15 ;qulka Kabir's share their |d¢.eas and experiences about the 11:00  For Women Only 7:00  Toyota World Of Wildife
07:55  RCTravel On ecipe relevant music. On today's episode Tagore N BT 7:30  Search For The First
08:25  Drama Serial: Kichhu 08:50  Kichhu Katha Kichhu singers Fahim Hossain Chowdhury and Iffat i Sisters Dog: Quest To Find Out
Megh Kichhu Roddur | o0 o gfanma Serial Ara Nargis will be present and sing songs I g‘;t:r:zh:ﬁﬁgﬁ; ofthe Original
w gamieon | W0 G
oley Jay ; :
10:00  Drama Serial: Gunai 1:25  Dindarpan ANIMAL PLANET 10:00  Quest For K2
ATN B :’:" GLA ;rﬁ)RA ?aAk:g I;g]a 745 Cats &Dogs 630 FoxKids 500 WhoseLinelstAnyway | 8:30  Hum2HainNa 230 ld Fneuers. e D
030 T . 2 30 Tarpor Chand Uthlo 9:30 Vanilla Sky 7:30 Kumkum - Pyara Sa 5:30 Miami Vice 9:00 Ayushmaan L 11:30  People's Planet
: alk Show: 12:15  Tales from the Crypt Bandhan 6:30 The Simpsons 9:30 Kkusum . ;
Annodrishti 300 Swapner Rang Neel 21:0naDeadmans | 8:00  ShakalakaBoom | 7:00  HomeImprovement | 10:00 Jassi Jaissi Koi Nahin Ends: Porcupine & ESPN
11:15  Drama Serial: Betu 4:00 B?rq Eka_Lage Chest Boom 7:30 Friends 10:30  Ye Meri Life Hai Skunk _ _ 1:00 Indianoil Asia Cup 2004
o0 gl;‘;agjanJ g:gg 2:2';%“:33“6 STAR MOVIES 8:30  DekhoMagarPyaar | 8:00  JustShoot Me 11:00  Aahat 3:30 E‘:;c"ﬁf;?é‘a‘xtgg‘om (PHiEdi) In(:ig rY?) N
: obar Jonnya : Se 8:30 Ed akistan 10th Odi 1st
12:30  Bangla Featli/re Film: 6:00 Serial Yug 10:30  8mm 9:00 Kasauti Zindagi Kay 9:30 ThelEractice SONY MAX 4:00 Pet Nation Emel_'g_ency Session(T)
Manush 6:30  TakaNaSona 12:30  Albino Alligator 9:30  Sanjivani-AMedical | 10:30  N.Y.PD.Blue 9:30  Guddi (Dharmendra, Vets Trevor's Crisis 4:30  Indianoil Asia Cup 2004
03:45  Uro Cola Saat Rang 7:00 Sree Ramkrishna 2:15  The Cable Guy Boon 11:28  Star Asia Travel Jaya) 4:30 Pet Nation Emergency (Hindi) India Vs
04:20  Shapla Shaluk 7:30  Tarpor Chand Uthlo 3:55 Driven To Succeed 10:30  Kahaani Ghar Ghar 11:30  Baywatch 1:30  Australia Vs Pakistan Vets Mother's Day Pakistan 10th Odi 2nd
05:10  Motamot 8:00  Antakshari 525  The Big Hit Kii SONY (Holland Cup) 6:30  PetNation Elephant Session(T)
05:45  Islamee Sawal O 9:30 Swapner Rang Nil 7:00 Bad Boys 11:00  Kyunki Saas Bhi DISCOVERY Trilogy: Living with 8:00 Hitz .
Jawab 10:00  Baro Eka Lag 8:45 Evelyn Kabhi Bahu Thi 12:00  Papa Ban Gaye Hero Elephants 8:30 Sportscenter India
08:00  Gondhoraz Samsung 10:30  Live Doshtai 10:30  8mm 11:30  Kahiin To Hoga 12:30  Meir Biwi Wonderful 2:30 Detective Sfories The 7:00 Pet Nation Amazing 9:00 Goals!
08:30  Drama Serial: Khowab | HBO 12:30  Radio Flyer 12:00  Kaahin Kissi Roz ; gg $kc;\|/| Dil E{IfeinHHgi g:\:e%ﬁgﬁi The 230 Cvnllg:?l \gdeqs |Seison 9:30 gla;tsicolmngLGtregto ‘
: ial: G e \Verl Lite Rnal 5 lldiife specials: Lion 1gnts e Lale S
09:00 "D:;?rrg? \Sshemh\agg: 815  American Pie 2 STAR PLUS STAR WORLD 4:30 [ Forensic Science Grave | 8:30  Animal PIZnet Reveals: (Rg;
09:30 D Sl Naw 10:15 The Ladies Man 2:00 Bhabhi 1:00 Just Shoot Me 5:00 Naam Gum Jayega Secrets Natural World Temple 10:30 Superskills West Indies
Files 12:00  Fallen 2:30  Kesar 1:30  Britannia India's Child | 5:30  Ghar Ek Mandir 3:30  Wild Discovery Bears on Troop Vs Rest Of The World
10:30  Face to Face Live 2:30 Fire Down Below 3:00 Kabhi Aaye Na Judai Genius 6:00 Kuchh Jhudi Palkein the Russian Front 9:30  Animal Planet Reveals Final(T)
4:45 Tales from the Crypt 5:00 Zindagi Milke 2:30 Oprah Winfrey Show 6:30 Disney Hour 4:30 Operation Junkyard Biggest Nose in Borneo 11:30  Sportscenter India (R)
ntv 19: Seance Bitayenge 3:30 Bold And Beautiful 7:30 Chartbusters Operation Junkyard Ice 10:30  New Faces: The Snake 12:00  Goals!
08:00  Aajker Shakal 5:15 Sneakers 6:00 Maal Hai To Taal Hai 4:30 Hollywood Squares 8:00 Boogie Woogie Drag Racer Buster

STAR SPORTS

11:30 Motorcycle
Programming Fim
Speedway World Cup

2004Round 1(R)

12:30  English Premier Football
League 2004/05
Liverpool Vs
Manchester City (T)

2:30 Max Power 2004(T)

3:30 Motorcycle
Programming Fim
Speedway World Cup
2004 Round 2(T)

4:30 English Premier Football
League 2004/05 Birmin
Gham City Vs
Manchester City (S)

6:30 Spirit Of Golf 2003/2004
Natural Born Golfer(T)

7:00 Football Asia (R)

7:30 Asia Golf Travel (T)

8:00 Sportsline (L)

8:30 English Premier Football
League 2004/05 Crystal
Palace Vs Chelsea

10:30  Sportsline (R)

11:00 Motogp World
Championship 2004
Highlights(T)

12:25  Sportsline (R)

TEN SPORTS

11:00 European Tour Weekly

11:30  ATP Tennis

12:30  Legend 04: Shoaib
Akhtar

1:00 European Tour Weekly

2:00 WWE: After Burn:

2:30 SL v SA: 3rd ODI

11:00 SLv SA: 3rd ODI,
(Review)

12:00  WWE: After Burn:

2:00 SL v SA: 3rd ODI

Highlights




