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Sourav, Ricky lick lips

Cricket

AFP, Amstelveen

India captain Sourav Ganguly and his
Australian counterpart Ricky Ponting
have both said they cannot wait for the
resumption of the cricket giants' Test
matchrivalryin October.

"It's going to probably be the biggest
series of the year," said Ganguly. "We all
know that. They will be definitely look-
ing forward to coming to India and we
willbelooking forward to thatseries."

And Ponting, anticipating the four-
match contestinIndia, saiditwouldbe a
"huge" series.

The duo were speaking after rain
forced Monday's triangular series
match here at the VRA Ground to be
abandoned as a no-result, an outcome
that left India relying on a huge win by
Pakistan against the one-day world
champions Wednesday to qualify for
Saturday's final.

But although Australia beat India by
the crushing margin of 125 runs to win
last year's World Cup Final in
Johannesburg, it is their recent five-day
encounters that have really gripped
cricketfans.

In January this year India held
Ponting's team, also regarded as the

draw in a four-match Test series in
Australia.

But it is winning a Test series on
Indian soil that has become the last
great challenge for an Australia team
that has won all over the world, as this is
something they have not achieved since
1969-70 when a team led by Bill Lawry
claimed afive-match encounter 3-1.

The last time the teams met in India,
in 2000-01, India won a three-match
series 2-1, a contest widely acknowl-
edged as one of the most outstanding in
cricket history.

"We did well when we went to
Australia, we won in 2001 and if we can
do it again it will be very good for our
team," Ganguly added.

But the Australia team that arrives in
India in a couple of months will show at
least two major changes from the one
that the Asian giants faced earlier this
year.

Former captain Steve Waugh, for so
long the rock of Australia's batting, has
retired but on the other hand leg-
spinner Shane Warne has completed
the year-long drugs ban that saw him
miss the series and, barring injury, will
beinIndia.

Ganguly said of the absence of
Waugh: "It will be different. Steve's a
legend and people in India respect him.
Obviously, it's going to be a new side

"They did well in Sri Lanka (Australia
won the Test series 3-0) so we'll have to
beupforit."

But he had no doubts about Warne's
return. "He's their key bowler. He will
make a difference to any side. We've
played him well over the years but
obviously he's the type of bowler who
canwin matches anyday."

And Ponting backed Warne, second
only to Sri Lanka's Muttiah
Muralitharan as the leading Test wicket-
taker of all time, to come good against
India.

But for some English cricket fans the
series that still matters more than all the
othersis the Ashes.

England have not lost their last eight
series against Australia in what is
cricket's oldest Test match contest (it
datesbackto 1877).

However there is renewed hope that
England, who on Saturday completed
their seventh successive Test victory
when they beat the West Indies inside
three days at The Oval -- their best runin
75 years -- can at least give Australia a
contest when Ponting's team tour there
nextyear.

Ponting, who has been playing
county cricket for Somerset, admitted
he had become used to talking about
England's Ashes chances.

Champs Trophy
Drug cheats

take care

BBC ONLINE, undated

Players testing positive for drugs during
September's ICC Champions Trophy
face bans of up to two years and fines.

Two players from each team will be
randomly selected for testing at each of
the 15 ICC Champions Trophy
matches.

"A minimum ban of two years could
effectively spell the end of a player's
career,” said International Cricket
Council (ICC) chief executive Malcolm
Speed.

Australian Shane Warne was hit
with a one-year ban after testing posi-
tive for a banned substance in the run-
up tolastyear's World Cup.

Under plans drawn up with UK
Sport, and using World Anti Doping
Agency accredited laboratories, any
player returning a positive test will be
immediately suspended.

And the case will then be referred to
the tournament drugs tribunal, made
up of a senior legal practitioner, a
medical specialist and a former crick-
eter oradministrator.

A separate three-man panel, made
up in similar fashion, will hear appeals
from either the player concerned or the
ICC.

The World Cup was the first time a

Owen here to sta

m Football

MIRROR, London

Michael Owen on Monday dismissed
the doubts over his move to Madrid and
declared thisis his time and his place.

The England striker's decision to
quit Liverpool took him from certain
starter to having to contest a place with
Ronaldo, Raul and Fernando
Morientes.

But he defied suggestions he will
suffer the frustration of being little
more than a bit-part player at the
Bernabeu and insisted leaving Anfield
was amark of courage.

"I'd like to think everybody looks at
me and thinks, 'Well done, you've got
guts'," hesaid.

"I've gone abroad at 24 and broken
out of the comfort zone, taken my
family away to live a new life, which is
quite scary.

"I'm proud I've made that split, as
muchasI'msadatdoingit.

"It's somethingI've done forme asa
person and as a player, to achieve
success in the game and to have that
experience of being able to tell people I
played for Real Madrid, the biggest club
in the world in my eyes and most
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Celtic get

Juninho
AFP, London

Juninho's transfer from
Middlesbrough to Celtic has been
completed and the Brazilian World
Cup playmaker could be available for
the Old Firm derby with Rangers on
Sunday.

The 31-year-old's agent Jonathan
Hassall said Tuesday: "We've been
told that Celtic are now handling the
situation and everythingelse.

"But I believe that everything's
sorted now and I would have thought
he'd be up tomorrow (Wednesday)
now.

"I cansaythatit's all sorted anyway
now at the Middlesbrough end and
he's looking forward to getting up
there."

Celticboss Martin O'Neill has been
looking for a big-name playmaker
since Lubo Moravcik's departure and
the move of Henrik Larsson to
Barcelona.

Juninho was targeted by the
Scottish champions after he slipped
down the pecking order at the
Riverside Stadium.

Juninho could play as early as
Sunday against Rangers after an injury
toinfluential frontman Chris Sutton.

1d's best t Test side, to a 1-1 i worldwide testing programme was | PEOPIe's eyes."I came because of the 1 .
world's best current Test side, to a with some youngboys. e e § prog whole package. The least part of it was Holmes golden Joy
Some individual countries, including the money, that wasn't really part of the FROM PAGE 13
. England have had systems in place since equation for me. It was about improv- open up a new chapter for American
Cameroon ]umps Gr BEIC tr agedy 1998 but most positive tests have been for ing as a player and playing for a fantas- sprinting which has been mired in
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Justin Gatlin

(Men's 100m Olympic champion)
"This is the reason I am here, to win
the gold medal. This is the reason 1
train, this is the reason why I shovel
snow off tracks in North Carolina."
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Francoise Mbango Etone became the
first Cameroon woman ever to win an
Olympic Games gold medal when she
claimed an African record of 15.30
metres in the triple jump here
Monday.

Mbango Etone showed little sign
of emotion throughout the competi-
tion and was completely impassive
while her jumps were being measured

jumped off a balcony after a row with
her boyfriend hours before she was
due to go into the athletes' Olympic
village for the Athens Games, has died
inhospital.

The tragic story of Eleni Ioannou,
20, and her boyfriend who jumped off
the same balcony two days later after
blaming himself for her leap that
shocked the nation days before the

which passed off without a similar
incident.

"International cricket has a good
track record in steering clear of drug-
related problems," he added.

"If however any individual decides
to take a risk by using prohibited drugs,
the anti doping code we have adopted
provides powerful deterrents for
proven offenders."

Record, Owen added: "I went into the
dressing room and smiled for the
cameras but my peg still had Javier
Portillo's name on it. I looked to one
side and there was Ronaldo, Raul and
Figo. Wherever you look there are
massive names. It's been a rude awak-
ening.

"I've not come here expecting to
walkinto the team and play every game.
Thave to force my way in, but Iwouldn't

session in Madrid on August 23.

notalways so cut-and-dried.

"Of course I was nervous about
leaving Liverpool. All my life had been
lived in one area and I was leaving for a
totallynewlife," he said.

"I did it for all the right reasons. I'm
very happy with what I've done. I've
played my heart out for the club for

I benefit and get into the team and
perform there's no doubt it will
improve me and hopefully improve
England. If T don't, then obviously it
won't."

Unlike new team-mate David
Beckham, who was isolated for long
periods, Owen will be surrounded by

"We are happy to be a new wave
here. We want people to see positive
things about track and field," said Felix.

Talk of a new young generation in
terms of competing at the top will have
to be delayed while 44-year-old
Merlene Ottey is still around as the
sprinting great reached the semis just
asshehadinthe 100m.

Greece's joy at a gold medal may
have been slightly tempered by how

Olympics. come here to sit on the bench for four ~ S€Ven vears, played 300 games and g family from day one. i i inspi

their h had hed f -
but she eventually broke down on her "loannou died from her wounds KOlkata CheSS years, I'm coming tomy peak. scored plenty of goals for them. I had e will also join former Newcastle tioerllr eroine had reached for inspira
lap of honour, tears streaming down | suffered by the fall," said the Health | SPORTS REPORTER "I've a winning edge. I don't like SOM€ great moments and I'm not  grjonathan Woodgate. 'l;sou eleka said that 2000 Olympic

herface.

"I am very proud to get the medal
and the African record. I want to
dedicate this medal to the whole of
Africa," said the 28-year-old Mbango
Etone.

"I knew I had a chance because I
felt strong all year and I tried to stay
below theradar so I could surprise the
competition. I'm pleased the strategy
paid off."

Mbango Etone jumped the win-
ning distance twice, firstly with her
second effort to take thelead and then
again with thelast ofher sixjumps.

The tally

FROM PAGE 13

First U-19 ODI

Nafees also getting a half century. The

Ministry in a statement on Thursday.
She had suffered multiple head and
body injuries after falling from the
third floor of her boyfriend's Athens
apartment onto the concrete pave-
ment.

Greek media dubbed the incident
"Romeo and Juliet", after it was
revealed the two had quarrelled at
length over their relationship before
Ioannou attempted to put an end to
herlife.

Relatives of loannou had said the
three-time Greek champion had been
under pressure for days before the
start of the Games and her planned
entry into the off-limits athletes'
village for the duration of the Games
had piled on additional pressure.

secretary Manzoor Hossain Malu
confirmed yesterday that they have
finalised all preparations to host the

groundwork.

Minhazuddin Ahmed Sagar main-
tained his all-win record in the
Telegraph School's Chess Cham-
pionship when he beat Debanjan Das
in the fourth round game at Kolkata on
Monday.

With the victory, Sagar collected
maximum four points while
Mohammad Imran Ali Elin, Suvra
Ghosh, Arifa Khatun Moni and Farjana
Hossain all earned three points each
after the fourth round.

Mimi Arjuman secured 2.5 points
and Abdullah Saif earned 2 points.

Zee threatens
ESPN Star

over four years starting in October, a
bigger share of the expanding TV

getting beaten at anything or sitting
there not being part of anything. It's a
big challenge. If I'm not playing I'll be
just as I was when I was 17 when I was
watching Robbie Fowler and Stan
Collymore and I still had to have that
beliefI could muscle mywayin.

"I'm down the pecking order now
because I've only just joined the club
butI'llfight mywayin."

The self-confidence that has always
been central to Owen's make-up
emerged with his belligerent tone,
although he admitted the decision was

looking in the mirror and thinking I owe
anyone.

"I knew I wouldn't get this opportu-
nity twice.Iwasborn to be afootballer.I
could sit there, picking up the salary,
taking it easy. But that's not me. I want
to be pushing myself.

"I'll never be happy unless I'm not
just playing but succeeding and playing
really well. These are the most impor-
tant years of my life in terms of football
so I wouldn't have made this move for
any other reasons but to improve as a
player and fight myway into the team. If

"David has already spoken to me
about the best areas to live in, and when
I felt like a little boy lost I phoned him.
It's important for us to settle, find a
house and start speaking Spanish.
There's no half-measures.

"I'll always look for Liverpool's
results and of course I'll miss Liverpool.
I'll still see my family but I'll miss going
and seeing the lads every day and
playing at Anfield. I'm sure playing at
the Bernabeu will soften the blow a bit."

Smith Fergie's key man

Dinamo Bucharest on Wednesday.
Smith, who was at the heart of

2-1lead into the return home leg against

return of Ronaldo, who played in the
final stages against Norwich after

despite the loss of defender, Jens
Nowotny, to aknee injury.

200m champion Kostadinos Kenteris
and 100m women's silver medallist
Thanou had been an inspiration for
her.

"What happened with Kenteris and
Thanou only made me stronger,
especially Thanouwho is from Preveza,
justlike me," said the 22-year-old.

The final script
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Lilly paid tribute to O'Reilly after the
match for regaining her composure
after her easy miss to score the winning
goal.

"She was magnificent. She didn't
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