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Ivy succumbs
to her injuries

Dhaka.

Veteran Awami League leader Ivy Rahman died
early yesterday after fighting for her life for three
days since she was grievously injured in
Saturday's grenade attackon the AL rally.

The death of Ivy, who was a wilness (o the
nation's turbulenthistorysince the Pakistan days,
put an end to a checkered political career. A deep
sense of grief descended on her political col-
leaguesand the peoplein general.

The women affairs secretary of Awami League
(AL), who had both her legs blown off in the gre-
nade attacks on Bangabandhu Avenue, died soon
after midnight yesterday at the intensive care unit
of the Combined Military Hospital (CMH) in

CMH doctors informed Ivy's family of her
death at 2:30am over telephone. Former AL gen-
eral 'secretary Zillur Rahman, Ivy's husband, was
informed ofhis wife's death at around five o'clock -
inthe moming, familysources said.

Shewill be buried at Banani graveyard todayafter
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her mother's death.

Awami League Women's Affairs Secretary lvy Rahman, top, passed away early yesterday, three days
Into fatal injuries in Saturday's grenade attacks on an AL rally. Bottom, Tania, vy's eldest daughter, at
their Guishan home, tries to console her father Zillur Rahman while hersalftrying toaccept the news of

Opposition working
on broad-based unity
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Theopposition will float an all-party
action committeein acouple of days
as part of its initiative to launch a
fresh street movement against the
fundamentalists and government in
the wake of Saturday's grisly attack
onAwami League rally.

The main opposition Awami
League (AL), the left-leaning 11-
Party and' Jatiya: Samajtantrik Dal
(JSD) have agreed in principle to
launch a united movement against
the Islamic radicals and the pro-
Islamist government, according to

sources on the opposition camp.

Discussions are underway to
work outastrategy, the sources said,
adding the opposition parties yes-
terday held two meetings and a joint
meeting is likely today as part of the
efforts to forgeabroad-based unity,

The 11-Party yesterday held a
three-hour meeting at the residence
of its component Ganoforum
President Dr Kamal Hossain where
they agreed to join hands with the
ALtolaunch the agitation.

Dr Kamal later sat with top lead-
ers of the AL including its General
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Condolences
pour in

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

President lajuddin Ahmed, Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia, Speaker of the
Jatiya Sangsad Jamiruddin Sircar
and Deputy Speaker Akhter Hamid
Siddiqui yesterday expressed deep
shock at the death of Awami
League's Women Affairs Secretary
and freedom fighterlvyRahman.

Different political, socio-
cultural, human rights and business
organisations also expressed deep
shockat thedeath of Ivy Rahman.

In a condolence message,
President Iajuddin Ahmed recalled
her contribution to the movements
for establishing democracy in the
country.
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Country crippled in hartal

Rail links collapse; cops club CPB leader Selim; today S hartal curtailed to lpm

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

At least 100 people were injured in
sporadic clashes on the first day of
the opposition general strike yester-
day, that crippled life and disrupted
train: travels between Dhaka and
other districts amid scenes of pro-
test against Saturday's grenade
attacks,

Communist,Party of Bangladesh
(CPB) General Secretary Mujahidul
Islam Selim was among the injured
who battled the police and anti-
hartal activists of the ruling BNP-led
alliance.

The strike was called by the main
apposition Awami League (AL) after
deadly grenade attacks on a political
rally on Bangabandhu Avenue killed
at least 19 people and wounded
about200others.

The left 11-Party and Jatiya
Samajtantrik Dal threw their weight
behind the AL in the general strike
called also to protest an assassina-
tion attempt on AL President Sheikh
Hasina, who was addressing

* Saturday'srally,

In the wake of frequent attacks
on railway establishments in parts
of the country, Bangladesh Railway
suspended rail services between
Dhaka-Chittagong and Dhaka-
Sylhetuntil 1:00pm today.

Incensed by the death of AL's
Women's Affairs: Sccretary. lvy
Rahman, the opposition activists
ransacked at least two rail stations
such as Brahmanbanaand Akhaura,
animportantrail junction,

The activists forced rail officials
in Khulna, Rajshahi and
Lalmanirhat to leave control rooms,
delaying train travels.

The second round of hartal was
curtailed to 1:00pm for an easy
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Police club and hitch Bangladesh Mohila Awami League members onto policavans at Zero Pointinthe r.:lty after blocklng Iheir procession during yester-

day's hartal

Hikmatul Zihad vows

to kill Hasina in a week
Claims responsibility for

Saturday's attack

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Hikmatul Zihad, a previously
unheard-of organisation, has
claimed responsibility for
Saturday's grenade attacks on
Awami League (AL) rally and vowed
to assassinate Leader of the
Opposition and AL President Sheikh
Hasinainaweek.

"We are coming and this time we
will (accomplish) our target within 7
days.It'sa promise," one Hyder Rob,

representing the organisation, said
inamessage emailed to Bangla daily
the Prothom Alo Mondaynight.
Hasina narrowly escaped
Saturday’s grenade attacks on the
rally on Bangabandhu Avenue that
left 19 including central AL leader
vy Rahman déad and over 200 hurt.
The advertisement wing (adver-
tiserent@prothom-alo.info) of the
Prothom Alo received the
SEE PAGE 11 COL 8

Hasina critical of
security steps

Needs over month to regain hearing

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Awami League President Sheikh
Hasina yesterday expressed doubts
over the adequacy of security mea-
sures taken by the government for
her Saturday's rally that came under
grenade attack and posed the ques-
tion how the attackers escaped after
sucha camagein presence of alarge
numberoflawenforcers.

“How the law enforcers' agencies
failed to nab the attackers,” she said

and hinted at the ruling coalition's
linksto theattack.

Hasina, alsoleader of thcﬂppﬂsi
tion in parliament, demanded an
international probe into.the attack
as, she noted, the attack was tanta-
mount to a genocide because the
attackers exploded grenades that
are used in war to kill AL leaders and
workers.

The AL chief, who needs six to
eight weeks to fully regain her
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Dhaka prefers own
probe to int'l help

Morshed on diplomats' offer

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Foreign Minister M Morshed Khan
yesterday. said Dhaka would' con-
sider seeking international assis-
tance in tracking down the perpetra-
tors. of the Saturday's grenade
attacks on Awami League rally only
afteritcompletesits own probe.
“They (envoys of different coun-
tries) have offered helpin anyway to
tackle the situation and we might
ask for it if we believe assistance is

required ‘after we have finished our
own' assessment,” Morshed told
reportersathisoffice.

Dhaka's ‘all-out efforts' would
make the investigation an inclusive
process as the government iskeeping
an open mind. To' work simulia-
neously with other security agencies,
the governmenthas already forred a
one-member judicial commission to
trace out the masterminds behind
Saturday’s camage, headded.
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