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Yulia Nesterenko   

(Women's 100m Olympic champion) 
"I'm drained emotionally and I may 

not look it but I am happy. I have been 

working hard and training for this for 

six months. I didn't come from 

nowhere." 
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1. Who won the first gold medal in 

the Athens Olympics?
       Galkina              Devers                   Du

       

2. Who became Asia Cup cricket 
champs?

      India Pakistan   Sri Lanka           

3. Who clinched the Cincinnati 

Masters tennis title?

       Federer     Henman Agassi

4. Who lifted the 25th nat'l  

hockey crown?

 Usha    MSC        Bangladesh Army         

Competition closes at 8 pm 
Sept 10, 2004 and draw

Tick the correct answers, post to 

Win attractive prizes

COMPETITION 216
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Despite Greene's defiance, Gatlin 

insisted that his compatriot's era was 

over. 

"Maurice is one of the greatest 

competitors in the world," said the new 

Olympic champion.

"However this is a new era, the 

young guys are coming."

G a t l i n ' s  s t a b l e m a t e  S h a w n  

Crawford, who like the winner is 

coached by the controversial Trevor 

Graham, was unable to produce his 

form of the heats and was fourth while 

Asafa Powell of Jamaica was fifth with 

Collins in sixth.

Graham, who is involved in a bitter 

dispute with former stars Marion Jones 

and Tim Montgomery who have both 

been subject to doping allegations, said 

Gatlin's win showed he had the right 

formula.

"It shows we have the programme 

and it speaks for itself. It gives an inspi-

ration to the young guys that they can 

reach the same heights as Justin," he 

said.

Powell proved the big disappoint-

ment having looked relaxed in his 

heats.

"It wasn't the race I expected," said 

the 21-year-old, who had promised a 

world record for the event.

"I fell from the blocks and the race 

was too short. I didn't get a good start 

but I'm okay about it," added Powell, 

who was disqualified in the World 

Championships quarterfinals last year.

Gatlin the great 
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Idowu's second jump, like his first, was 

called a foul. But after he queried the 

call the judges changed their mind and 

decided he had not over-stepped the 

board. However, by then the pit had 

been raked and so the effort, which 

looked modest, could not be mea-

sured.

After a delay the 25-year-old Briton 

was allowed to take his second jump 

again, only to over-step the board 

again, this time clearly.

On the very next jump, Olsson's 

third, the no-jump judge waved his red 

flag instantly but then changed his 

mind and the Swede's effort of 17.69 

was allowed to stand.

Olsson was not impressed. "It 

didn't affect me that much but of 

course it was a problem.

"I think it may have affected Phillips 

more. They shouldn't have redone the 

pit before they measured it. It was good 

that they gave him a second jump but it 

was the second best option."

Idowu has a personal best of 17.68 

and was carrying British hopes follow-

ing the retirement of 2000 Olympic 

champion Jonathan Edwards.

But he completed a miserable 

night's work by no-jumping his third 

effort, meaning he was eliminated with 

only the top eight allowed to take their 

final three jumps. 

Amazing Olsson
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failed to finish, breaking down in tears 

at the 36-km mark as she slipped back 

to fourth after two hours' running. 

Radcliffe, world record holder and 

never beaten in three previous mara-

thons, tried to re-start but then 

slumped down by the side of the road, 

sobbing. Her record was almost 11 

minutes quicker than Sunday's win-

ning time. 

The event was staged between 

Marathon, the village which gave the 

event its name, and the Panathinaiko 

marble amphitheatre in the centre of 

Athens where the modern Olympic 

Games were revived in 1896. 

Ethiopia's Elfenesh Alemu came 

fourth after being passed by Kastor 

late in the race. 

The American did not even know 

she had won a medal. 

"It was incredible. The whole last 

lap I was in tears. I didn't know if I had 

finished fourth or third." 

Alemu's failure to win a medal was 

a double disappointment. 

She is married to men's Olympic 

marathon champion Gezhagne Abera, 

who was denied a title defence in 

Athens by injury. He ran along the side 

of the course during Sunday's run, 

urging her on, before he was stopped 

by course officials. 

The marathon had begun at 1800 

local time but the heat was still 

intense. By five km, the lead group had 

already been whittled down to around 

a dozen. 

Radcliffe, desperate for a first title 

at a major championships, was unable 

to fight her eagerness and broke to the 

front after 25 minutes, shadowed by 

t h e  K e n y a n s ,  E t h i o p i a n s  a n d  

Japanese. 

Already the event, on a steadily 

rising course, was taking casualties. 

Lydia Simon of Romania, the Sydney 

silver medallist, was dropped and 

soon 10 were left at the front. 

Kenya's Margaret Okayo, the 

fastest performer of the year, also lost 

touch as the race proper began. 

After exactly one-and-a-half 

hours Noguchi made her move, 

blasting up yet another incline and 

exploding the leading pack of seven. 

Only Alemu was able to keep in touch 

but Noguchi kept attacking up the 

climbs to forge 15 seconds clear, then 

30, with a third of the race to run. 

Ndereba cut the gap to 12 seconds 

with two kilometres to go but 

Noguchi held on. 

Marathon misery  for Paula

REUTERS, Athens 

Just in  Gat l in  

always wanted 

t o  m a k e  h i s  

m a r k  o n  t h e  

world. But as a 

t e e n a g e r  t h e  

new Olympic 

1 0 0  m e t r e s  

c h a m p i o n  

believed fame would come through art 

not sprinting.

"I was going to do art instead of 

running track, but a lot of my friends had 

faith in me that I could be the best in the 

world," Gatlin said.

The 22-year-old American fulfilled 

his dream on Sunday night when he won 

the Olympic gold medal in a lifetime best 

of 9.85 seconds.

"This is why I train. This is why I 

shovel snow off the (Raleigh) North 

Carolina track (in practice)," Gatlin said 

moments after his victory.

Frequently considered the future of 

US sprinting because of his collegiate 

success, Gatlin supplanted fellow 

American Maurice Greene as the 

Olympic champion.

"Nobody had stepped up to the plate, 

and I felt it was my time. It was my time to 

show that good guys finish first, and 

that's what I am, a good guy," Gatlin said.

While he considers bronze medallist 

Greene "a legend" to their sport, it now 

will be Gatlin's world to rule.

A quiet man by nature, he promised a 

different kind of reign.

There will be no loud, boisterous 

outbursts in news conferences or on the 

track, Gatlin said.

"I am a laid back guy," Gatlin said. 

"I just want to give a good image to 

the sport."

His art career has been pushed aside 

by the intensity of sprint training. Now 

he has high hopes of making an art of 

winning.

"I hope to be the Olympic champion 

again and win some more medals," 

Gatlin said.

He may not have to wait long.

He and training partner Shawn 

Crawford are among the favourites in 

Thursday's 200 metres and the US seem 

odds-on choices in the 4x100 metres 

relay here.

The 200 metres was once his favour-

ite event. The 100 metres was for fame 

and rich rewards such as the 500,000 

dollars he won, but has not received, in 

last September's Moscow Challenge. 

Now the 100 metres world record is a 

possibility.

"The race (Sunday) felt so easy, but I 

felt there were a lot of technical errors," 

Gatlin said. 

"I was running with pumped fists, 

instead of being relaxed. If I had relaxed I 

could have run 9.8, 9.7. So I still think I 

have a chance to go out there and break 

the world record."

As a small child in New York Gatlin 

would leap fire hydrants to satisfy his 

athletic desires. His high school coach in 

Pensacola, Florida, brought out the 

sprinter in him.

"He had faith in me before I did," 

Gatlin said.

So dominant was Gatlin in college 

that he won six championships in two 

years at the University of Tennessee.

He could not compete internation-

ally, though. A failed doping test in 2001 

for a banned stimulant left him ineligible 

to race the world's elite. The substance 

was contained in medication Gatlin had 

taken for years to treat an attention 

deficit disorder.

The International Association of 

Athletics Federations (IAAF) ruled that 

the usage was inadvertent and reinstated 

Gatlin in July 2002.

That autumn, Gatlin decided to move 

on, figuring he had accomplished all he 

could as a college runner.

He chose Trevor Graham, then the 

coach of triple Olympic champion 

Marion Jones and 100 metres world 

record holder Tim Montgomery, to be 

his mentor.

Success came quickly. In his first 

season as a professional, Gatlin rocketed 

to the 2003 world indoor 60 metres 

championship.

Injury and fright unfortunately 

followed.

Rounding the curve in a 200 metres 

race at Mexico City, Gatlin severely 

injured a hamstring. He could not train 

properly for weeks.

"I was scared," Gatlin said. 

"I had never been injured like that."

He tried to rush back in time for the 

2003 US championships, but he failed to 

make the American world champion-

ship team. His rich triumph in the 

Moscow Challenge would be his conso-

lation.

God wanted him 
to sprint

REUTERS, Athens 

S v e t l a n a  

Khorkina was 

e x p e c t e d  t o  

soar into the 

record books at 

t h e  A t h e n s  

O l y m p i c s ,  

m a k i n g  a  

glorious exit  

from the international stage as the 

reigning queen of the asymmetric bars. 

But the Russian diva has never liked 

following a script and her final perfor-

mance in the Olympic arena was no 

exception as she stormed off into 

retirement in a huge sulk. 

Khorkina was aiming to become the 

first gymnast to win the same appara-

tus title at three consecutive Games 

and had entered the asymmetric bars 

final as the favourite. 

But only seconds into her complex 

display between the bars, the 25-year-

old lost her grip. 

Surprisingly, she was not even in 

the midst of performing one of her 

gravity-defying release and catch 

moves when she fell off. 

Rotating on the high bar, the 

Russian simply failed to hang on and 

was left standing on the matting con-

templating her next move. 

For a few moments it looked as if 

she would storm off without complet-

ing her routine. Stone-faced, she 

returned to go through the motions 

before making a swift exit from the 

arena. 

The woman who had arrived to 

make history had just finished last out 

of the eight competitors. 

Sunday's dramatics capped a 

decade-long career in which Khorkina 

has made a name for herself as a trend-

setting gymnast -- but also as a highly 

temperamental competitor. 

Only three days after describing the 

winning of her first all-round Olympic 

medal -- a silver -- as the best day of her 

life, she was accusing the judges of bias 

towards American winner Carly 

Patterson. 

"I knew well in advance, even 

before I stepped on the stage for my 

first event, that I was going to lose," she 

was quoted as saying in the Russian 

media. 

"I practically did everything right, 

still they just set me up and fleeced 

me." 

One of the most elegant athletes 

ever to grace the sport, Khorkina 

certainly did not appear unhappy 

following the all-round final. 

She paraded around the arena 

draped in the Russian flag, waving and 

blowing kisses to her adoring fans. 

However, Khorkina thrives on 

being unpredictable and her swansong 

from international gymnastics was no 

different. 

Despite being so often fed up with 

the way she has been treated by the 

sporting authorities, the part-time 

actress now intends to join their ranks. 

" I ' d  l i k e  t o  w o r k  f o r  t h e  

International Gymnastics Federation," 

said Khorkina, who raised eyebrows in 

1997 when she posed topless for the 

Russian edition of Playboy magazine. 

"These competitions have shown 

the sport needs a lot of changes. It 

should be judged primarily on grace, 

elegance and beauty rather than 

simply on mechanic tumbling." 

Khorkina sulks into 
retirement AFP, Amstelveen

Pakistan coach Bob Woolmer tried to 

play down hopes of his side making it 

three wins in a row against arch-rivals 

India following a convincing 66-run 

victory in the opening match of the 

Videocon Cup triangular series.

Pakistan were too strong for India 

with man-of-the-match Shoaib Malik 

scoring 68 in their 192 for six before 

taking three for 18 with his off-spinners 

as India were bowled out for 127 with 

six overs left.

However, the match was reduced to 

33 overs per side because of rain.

Malik made a century when the 

teams last met at July's Asia Cup in 

Colombo, a match Pakistan won by 59 

runs.

If they do not face one another in 

the final of this tournament, also 

featuring world champions Australia, 

the Asian giants are due to meet again 

at the ICC Champions Trophy event in 

England at Edgbaston on September 

19.

Following India's 3-2 win in 

Pakistan, Woolmer's team are now 4-3 

up in the seven one-day matches 

against their neighbours in 2004.

Woolmer, after Saturday's decisive 

win in front of a sell-out 10,000 crowd 

here at the VRA ground just outside 

Amsterdam, said: "One hopes we can 

continue this particular run of success 

against India, all two games of it."

The former England batsman, who 

knows Edgbaston well from his time 

there as coach of Warwickshire added: 

"We have to keep in mind this was a 33 

over game. If the game goes for 50 overs 

it can be very different.

"We just have to be measured in our 

thinking. If you look at Indian side, 

fantastic batting order all the way 

down. But we just need to keep working 

on our game."

Woolmer, formerly coach of South 

Africa, was appointed in succession to 

Pakistan great Javed Miandad and his 

first tournament in charge was the Asia 

Cup where his new side were just 

pipped to the final (won by Sri Lanka) 

on bonus points by India.

And he said that his largely youthful 

team were receptive to his ideas.

"The players are responding to 

everything that we are doing. The team 

is beginning to get better. Today's 

(Saturday's) performance was better 

than anything at the Asia Cup."

And Woolmer insisted he had 

experienced no discipline problems, 

often seen as the Achilles heel of 

Pakistan cricket.

"I have to say to you when people 

said to me 'they were not the most 

disciplined side' they are the most 

disciplined side I have ever had to 

coach in terms of behaviuour. They are 

absolute gentlemen, every single one of 

them.

"But on the field we've got to stop 

no-balls and wides which we've 

worked at (Pakistan conceded just five 

extras Saturday) and just build up their 

fitness and strength."

Pakistan's next match in this tour-

nament sees them face Australia on 

Wednesday and Woolmer said: "They 

are the benchmark for all cricket. We 

have to get better than them because 

that's the only way you are going to 

get beat them on a consistent basis."

Meanwhile India coach John 

Wright refused to use the absence of 

star batsman Sachin Tendulkar, 

ruled out of the whole tournament 

because of an elbow injury, as an 

excuse for defeat.

"Injuries are a part of our life .. 

we've won big cricket matches with-

out Sachin before."

But the former New Zealand 

batsman admitted India, so impres-

sive in 2003, were struggling to find 

their form after a lay-off from inter-

national action.

"We really haven't hit out straps at 

all this summer since we came back 

and particularly we've been exposed 

chasing totals. We haven't set a 

platform."

India, who suffered a 125-run 

thrashing by Australia in last year's 

World Cup Final in Johannesburg, 

face  Ricky  Ponting's  team on 

Monday.

However, Wright remained posi-

tive: "A lot of our players are quality 

and class doesn't disappear over-

night. It's just an innings away."

Woolmer not interested

REUTERS, Melbourne

Former Australia captain Richie Benaud 

named his World XI of the 20th century 

on Monday, with England's Jack Hobbs 

and India's Sunil Gavaskar opening the 

batting ahead of Don Bradman at 

number three.

India's Sachin Tendulkar and West 

Indies "Master Blaster" Viv Richards 

were named at numbers four and five 

followed by Pakistan's Imran Khan and 

West Indian Garfield Sobers as the two 

all-rounders.

Australia's hard-hitting wicket-

keeper-batsman Adam Gilchrist was 

included at number eight with his 

Australia teammate Shane Warne filling 

the slow bowler's position.

Imran and Sobers would also be able 

to share the bowling behind the pace 

duo of Englishman Sydney Barnes and 

Australia's Dennis Lillee.

Benaud named four Australians in 

his side, with two players from West 

Indies, two from India, two from 

England and one from Pakistan.

Leading South Africa players like 

batsman Graeme Pollock and fast 

bowlers Shaun Pollock and Allan 

Donald were unable to squeeze into the 

side, nor was Sri Lanka's world record 

Test wicket-taker Muttiah Muralitharan 

and New Zealand's leading wicket-taker 

Richard Hadlee.

The 73-year-old Benaud, a highly 

regarded television commentator, said 

on Monday in a statement he would 

release a DVD on September 9 featuring 

tributes to the players named in his 

Greatest XI of the 20th century.

Benaud is chairman of a five-man 

selection panel for next month's ICC 

World XI One-Day International and 

World XI Test teams of the year, to be 

named next month in London.

Leg-spinner Benaud took 248 

wickets at an average of 27.03 in 63 Tests 

and retired 40 years ago as Australia's 

leading wicket-taker.

Benaud's World XI
for 20th century
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Thailand 2 0 2 4  
Chile 2 0 1 3  
New Zealand 2 0 0 2  
Norway 2 0 0 2  
Canada 1 2 1 4  
Cuba 1 1 6 8  
Bulgaria 1 1 5 7 
Indonesia 1 1 2 4  
South Africa 1 1 2 4  
Zimbabwe 1 1 1 3  
Ethiopia 1 1 0 2 
Denmark 1 0 5 6  
Belgium 1 0 2 3 
Brazil 1 0 2 3  
Switzerland 1 0 1 2 
UAE 1 0 0 1 
(As of 9:30 pm BST)

The Tally
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29mins 12sec. 

"After the 17th kilometre, I heard 

people cheering for me and calling my 

name. It gave me energy and I felt 

stronger, it gave me a good rhythm," 

said the delighted 22 year-old walker. 

"I didn't know exactly how good 

shape that was but none of the others 

knew just how well prepared I was," 

dismissing the slightly surprising 

nature of her win, although she had 

placed fourth in the 2000 World Junior 

Championships. 

However, Tsoumeleka diced with 

disqualification late in the race when 

she was given a second warning for 

incorrect technique. 

A third card would have seen her 

thrown out of the race. 

"I can only remember seeing one 

warning and I was so happy being in 

the lead that I never saw the second," 

admitted Tsoueleka. 

Athanasia 

PHOTO: REUTERS

PAULA'S PAIN: Britain's Paula Radcliffe cries after retiring from the women's 
marathon in the Athens 2004 Olympic Games on August 22.

BOB WOOLMER

SVETLANA KHORKINA 
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whole programme and introduced it 

to the sport in Australia.

"Without it I definitely wouldn't be 

here today. It's a pretty tough training 

regime that they put forward to us but 

everyone steps up to the plate and 

gets everything done," she said.

"We owe absolutely everything to 

them and I hope they stick around for 

a lot longer." 

This one's 

Athens a 'doping
Hiroshima'
REUTERS, Athens

Russia did its best to learn lessons 

from the drugs shame that hit its 

Winter Olympics team two years ago 

but the Athens summer Games have 

turned into a 'doping Hiroshima' , its 

anti-doping chief said on Monday.

"We didn't want to repeat Salt 

Lake City but now we have a new 

Hiroshima," Nikolai Durmanov told 

reporters after two Russian athletes, 

including shot put gold medallist 

Irina Korzhanenko, were thrown out 

of the Olympics for taking drugs.

"It was a great surprise because 

the basic priority in preparing for the 

Olympics was to ensure we had a 

clean team."

He expressed outrage that 

Korzhanenko was caught taking 

such a primitive "stone age" drug as 

the anabolic steroid stanozolol -- the 

substance that cost Ben Johnson the 

100 metres gold in 1988 -- but 

warned that drugs were not only a 

Russian problem and that the 

United States and others faced equal 

difficulties.

Since cross-country skiers 

Larissa Lazutina and Olga Danilova 

were stripped of gold medals won in 

2 0 0 2 ,  t h e  R u s s i a n  O l y m p i c  

Committee has massively stepped 

up random testing, spent money on 

new laboratories and campaigned 

heavily among its athletes to stamp 

out doping, Durmanov said.

"We have applied zero tolerance. 

We were trying to repeat the 

American experience," he said.

"We very much hoped that such a 

concentrated system of doping 

control would lay the ghost of Salt 

Lake City.

"Unfortunately we were mis-

taken in this hope."

Holm reaches 
new heights
REUTERS, Athens

Three-times world indoor champion 

Stefan Holm won the Olympic men's 

high jump title for Sweden on Sunday 

after he was the only competitor to clear 

2.36 metres.

Holm, the world outdoor silver 

medallist in Paris last year, failed twice at 

2.34 but then cleared the bar with his 

final attempt.

With his next jump he cleared 2.36 

before facing an anxious wait while he 

waited for his opponents to attempt the 

mark.

None managed and Holm was 

confirmed as champion. American Matt 

Hemmingway was second and Jaroslav 

Baba of the Czech Republic took the 

bronze.

Holm, one of the world's smallest 

high jumpers, raced on to the track when 

Baba missed with his final attempt at 

2.34 and embarked on jubilant victory 

celebrations with the Swedish specta-

tors massed behind the high jump stand.

He is the only Swede to win the 

Olympic title with former world record 

holder Patrik Sjoberg finishing among 

the minor medals in three successive 

Games.

Hemingway, a distant relative of the 

author Ernest and who took two-and-a-

half years out of the sport to pursue other 

interests, failed three times at 2.36, as did 

Baba. 
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missing it makes the future better for 

me, I have no problems with it. 

Injuries are natural for cricketers and 

we have to accept it as a part of life," 

said the 31-year-old.

But after a dismal Asia Cup cam-

paign, losing the team's premier 

batsman has come as a severe blow for 

the Tigers who set off for the British 

Isles on August 26 hoping to make an 

impression that would take focus off 

the disturbing events of the past 

couple of months. After returning 

from Colombo, the players found two-

thirds of the country submerged 

under flood waters and their final net 

sessions had to be called off after the 

deadly grenade  attack on an Awami 

League rally on Saturday. 

Coach Dav Whatmore is only too 

aware of the task ahead but did not 

entertain the notion that his charges 

have gone back to square one after 

their performance in Sri Lanka. The 

A u s t r a l i a n  c o a c h  h a s  a l w a y s  

emphasised on going for a win regard-

less of the opposition but he appeared 

to have started concentrating on 

individual improvement once again 

since the Asia Cup.

"We have never changed that 

philosophy. In my mind I have seen no 

reason to change it from the very 

beginning because what we all want is 

the right result. And that result is a win. 

We have experienced two of those in 

the last 14 months. To get more, what 

we need to do is improve individu-

ally," Whatmore explained at the 

media briefing.

"This tournament is very difficult 

for all the teams, not only Bangladesh 

because in a small group of three, you 

need to win the two matches. A slip-up 

on the day will cost any team a semifi-

nal berth. So it will be difficult for 

Bangladesh and we understand that. 

No Bashar for Tigers 
'But we won't go on the field think-

ing we are going to lose. We'll go out 

there thinking of doing our best. And if 

we continue to do that and if the 

players give their personal best perfor-

mances, we are in a good shape to 

really push the opposition and take 

some wins," said Whatmore. 

Bangladesh will play four warm-up 

matches against Ireland and Scotland 

before getting down to the serious 

business of taking on South Africa and 

the West Indies on September 12 and 

15 in the tournament proper.

Sagar on top
SPORTS REPORTER

Minhazuddin Ahmed Sagar kept his top 

spot intact in the Telegraph School's 

Chess Championship with his third 

consecutive win in Kolkata on Sunday.

He beat Vinay Raj Bhatt in the third 

round which gave him maximum three 

points.

Mohammad Imran Ali Elin and 

Mimi Arjuman followed the leader 

with 2.5 points each while Suvra 

Ghosh, Arifa Khatun Moni, Farjana 

Hossain and Abdullah Saif were in the 

third place, all having two points 

apiece after the round.

School b'ball

postponed
UNB, Dhaka

The Aktel School (Boys and Girls) 

Basketball Tournament, scheduled to 

begin on Saturday at the Dhan-mondi 

Basketball Gymnasium, has been 

postponed due to unavoidable cir-

cumstances.

A meeting of the representatives 

from all participating schools has been 

convened on August 2 at 6pm at the 

Basketball Federation office.

All representatives have been 

requested to attend the meeting.


