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SYLHET BILASTS

Clueless intelligence
agencies irk govt

JULFIKAR ALI MANIK

The government sounded worried
about failures of high-profile intelli-
gence agencies to trace the master-
minds of bomb blasts that killed at
least 10 people and injured scores of
othersin Sylhetsince January12.
Exasperated by the apparent
intelligence failures that grabbed
the media spotlight, Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia instructed State
Minister for Home Affairs
Lutfozzaman Babar to find the
reasons ofthe failuresin probes,
Babar on an instruction from
Khaleda' convened an emergency
meeting with top officials of police,
National Security Intelligence
(NSI), Criminal Investigation
Department (CID), Directorate
General of Forces Intelligence
(DGFI) and Rapid Action Battalion
(Rab) at his office on Saturday

where he expressed disappoint-
mentattheissue,
Mystery surrounds the bomb

* blasts at Hazrat Shahjalal'Shrine on

January 12 that killed five people

"ln\fcsl.igal'.ﬂrs are speculating
instead of giving specific informa-
tion," he said, asking for a list of
people who carried out the artacks.

"Why do the probes fizzle out

and a grenade blast on May 21 that+ although all agencies are working

killed three people and injured 75
others, including Bangladesh-bom
British High Commissioner Anwar
Choud.huxyin the northeastern holy

"Sylhet blasts were the focus of
the meeting, but there were some
other issues as well," Babar told The
Daily Star last night, adding the
inw:sugatom are facing a host of
problems in different stages of
investigation. "I hope the criminals
behindtheblasts would benetted.”

A source in the meeting quoted
the state minister as asking officials
at the hourlong meeting: "Where is
the problem? Why. nothing comes
outoftheprobes?”

together?”

The officials blamed the intelli-
gence failures on the safe escape of
criminals, who they said could not
be arrested because of misleading
information: "We cannot arrest
anyone only on suspicion or
assumption," an official told the
meeting.

Babar cmphﬂslsud joint efforts of
the four agencies such as CID, NSI,
DGEFI and Rab and said: "The inves-
tigation officers will be mainly
responsible but the four agencies
must work seriously to assist them
inaquickinvestigation.”

Babar asked the top brass to task
one official from each agency with

investigation into the August 5 twin
theatre blasts that killed a street boy
and a car bomb blast at a meeting
venue of Awami League 47 hours
laterthatleftan ALleaderdead.

The CID was tasked with a probe
of the three blasts, but DGFI, NSI
and Rab would investigate sepa-
rately to assist the CID often blamed
for the failure to trace the operatives
of sensationalbomb blasts,

An investigator claims that intel-
ligence agencies are close to track-
ing down the mastermind behind
the August 5 blasts at Monica and
Rangmahal cinema halls as two
suspected carriers of bombs --
Soleman and Anwar -- were caught
by locals and handed over to the
police.

But the official doubted any
success of the investigations into
other blasts as none of the carriers
wasarmrested.
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Weavers put handloom machines back In place at Belkuchi in Munshigan] district yesterday after recession of floodwaters, The monsoon deluge has hit

thousands of weavers hard.

Nation mourns
Bangabandhu -

9 injured in Barisal
in BNP attacks

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The pavement in front of
Bangabandhu Bhaban on

Dhanmondi Road No. 32 (old) was *

;overlaid with wreaths and bouquets
yesterday as hundreds of mourners
wearing black badges and carrying
black flags gathered there to show
respect to Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, founder father of
thenation.

Soon after the six-hour hartal
enforced by main opposition Awami
League (AL) had ended at noon,
people from all walks of life, includ-
ing AL leaders and workers,

thronged 'in front of the historical®

house to pay homage to the slain
leader on his 29th death anniver-
sary. :
At 12:31pm, Sheikh Hasina, AL
president and the eldest daughter of
Bangabandhu, placed wreaths and
stood insolemn silence forawhilein
front of her father's portrait, while
/ thousands of people waited inlong

queuesto followhersuit.
SEE PAGE 11 COL 4

PHOTO: STAR
Opposition Awaml League chief Sheikh Hasina, right, kisses her younger sister
Shelkh Rehana as Rehana breaks down yesterday when they went to place a
wreath at the family graveyard in Bananl on the occasion of the 28th death anni-
versary of Bangabandhu Shelkh MujiburRahman.

MK Anwar urges
PM to probe GD
filed against him
UNB, Dhaka

Agriculture Minister MK Anwar
yesterday requested Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia to take measures
through investigationinto the allega-
tions broughtagainsthimby fatherof

aDhaka Cityward commissioner.
Inaletter to the PM, the agricul-
ture ministersaid that a general diary
(GD) filed against him by ABM
Wadudul Hugq should be properly
investigated "to ensure accountabil-
ity and transparency of the govern-
ment”, accordingtoareliablesource,
"Giving the countrymen the
carrect information through an
inquiryinto the allegationsis all the
more necessary to keep up the
SEE PAGE 11 COL 6

Mob beats 'criminal’
dead in Kafrul, 2
bodies retrieved

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

A mob yesterday beat an alleged
criminal dead in Kafrul after he and
hisfellowgangstersbeat and injured
alocal businessman and his stafffor
toll while the police retrieved twg
bodies from Kamrangirchar and
Rampura.

Witnesses said some 3001ocals of
west Kafrul chased 'Pichchi! Babu,
22, the alleged criminal, when he
and four others were beating local
businessman Abdul Mannan and
his staff Abdul Kalam at around
4:00pm. inside a shop on being
refused TK 1 lakhintoll.

Witness Alamgir Hossain said
locals: caught' and' severely beat

Babu, who figure on the list of

SEE PAGE 11 COL 6

Mercury goes up
in Olympics pool

AFP Athens

The duel in the pool between
Australiaand the United States swim
tcams took centre-stage at the
Olympics Sunday as organisers
played down fresh' concemns over
thousands of unsold tickets and
security.

Twelve more gold medals in 24
events were up for grabs on day two
of the world's biggest sporting
event, with all eyes on the unfolding
battle between swimmers from
Australiaand the United States.

Australia stole an early march on
their American rivals on Saturday's
opening day, superstar lan Thorpe
and theirwomen's relay team giving
them two golds to the one eamned by,
USsensation Michael Phelps.

The Australian womens' world-
record breaking: victory in the
4x100m freestyle relay was the
biggest upset of the night, with the
Americans failing to win gold for the
firsttimesince 1988,

OnSunday, the USmen's 4x100m
team gets the chance to avenge that

defeat when they try to wrest back
the title that they lost to the
Australians for the first time ever in
Sydneyfouryearsago.

US officials’ confirmed that
Phelps had been drafted in to the
relay team for Sunday night's
8.55pm (1755 GMT final in a sign of
the Americans' d#crmination to
regain their crown.

Phelps' participation opens the
door to him challenging for arecord
eight gold medals in Athens, a quest
that has generated huge excitement
inthe swimming competition.

Weightlifter Nurcan Taylan
became the first Turkish woman to
win' an Olympic gold medal on
Saturdayyether featwas achievedin
anear-emptystadium.

And on Sunday tennis stars
Venus Williams and Andy Roddick,
used to playing to packed courts,
both recorded straight sets victories
in their opening Olympic matches
againstabackdrop of vacantstands.

US Open champion Roddickwas
not bothered by the thousands of

SEE PAGE 11 COL 5
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6 more infants
die from
pneumonia

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

Pneumonia continues to be a lead-
ing cause of illness for the infants in
mostofthe flood shelters as sixmore

died of the disease and 846 were

infectedyesterday.

Doctors treating the affected
infants at different medical camps
last weak have described the out-
break ofthedisease asalarming.

In the last two weeks, 52 infants
died of pneumonia largely caused
by two types of bacteria that attack
and cause inflammation of thelung.

Characterised by cough and fast
laborious breathing, pneumonia, an
infection of the respiratory, tract
mostly ininfants, orinfection of the
lower part of the lungs, has infected
11,516 infants in the flood shelters
since August 1.

Diarrhoea outbreak has mean-
while continued to spread in' the
flood-affected areas. The health
directorate said one more patient
died yesterday of the water-bome
disease and 5,365 more were
affected. About 1.64 lakh people
were affected by the disease since
July12.

Thehealthdirectoratesaid 2,237

SEE PAGE 11 COL 6

Hartal enforced
in times of
flood distress

PM blasts opposition
for ‘anarchic activities'
UNB, Patuakhali

Saifur trashes flood
damage estimates

as guesswork

Says geg#will jointly make assessment with donors

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Finance and Planning Minister M
Saifur Rahman yesterday dismissed
the flood-damage estimates of the
UN and 'others as 'mere guesswork'
and said the government does not
subscribe to these estimates, as it
hasnotassessed the damage.

“We're not with them. These are
all’ guesses on flood' losses. We'll
jointly assess the damage with the
donors once floodwaters recede
completely and seek assistance for

~post-flood rehabilitation,” Saifur
told reporters after a meeting on
simplification of project-
formulation procedure at the
National Economic Council officein
Dhaka,

The UN and the government on
Thursday put the flood damage
estimates in the region of $7 billion.
The Centre for Policy Dialogue
(CPD), an independent civil society
think-tank, initially estimated the
damage figure al § 2 to 2.5 billion.
The UN, CPD and the government
also fought a war of words and
numbers over the contradicting
damage estimates.

Asked about the actual damage
figure, Saifur said, "Floodwaters are
yel to subside and in many places
the water is even rising. The gavern-
mentwill send itsteams to the flood-
affected areas alongside the ones of
the donors. They will assess the
damage at the field level, which will
bethe government’s estimate on the

flood damage.”

"Of course, 1 agree withyow..."he
told reporters when asked if the UN
aid appeal based on the 'exagger-

ated' figure will damage

Bangladesh's image before the eyes
oftheinternational community,
Saifur slammed the UN appeal
on the sidelines of the meeting and
said the government did not ask
themtobegon behalfofthe country,
according to meeting sources. The
country's image will suffer for the

‘next 20 years because of the appeal,

hewas quoted asobserving.
Immediately after the raging
monsoon deluge submerged most
of the country, the government had
said it would not seek relief assis-
SEE PAGE 11 COL 2

Bigots to keep
laying siege
to Ahmadiyya
mosques

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Khatme Nabuwat Andolon Parishad
Bangladesh (KNAPB) yesterday said
they will keep on laying siege to
Ahmadiyya mosques across the
country as long as the Ahmadiyyas
identify, their place of worship as a
mosque.

KNAPB in a press conference in
thecityyesterdayvoiced thevow.

"As the Ahmadiyya community
has no right to claim themselves to
be Muslims then how dare they post
asignboard reading mosquein front
oftheirplace ofworship," said Abdul
Khalique while addressing the press
conference.

KNAPB leaders once a7ain
demanded the gavernment declare
the Ahmadiyya community’ non-
Muslims because they do notaccept
Prophet HazratMohammed (SM) as
thelastprophet.

KNAPB would make anissue of it

_in the next general election if the
government does not meet the
demand.

SEE PAGE 11 COL 7

India's Independence

Day rally bombed

School children among
22 killed in blasts

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia yester-
day criticised the opposition for
perpetrating "anarchic activities”
instead of helping people in times of
distressinflicted by severe floods.

Without naming Awami Leaguc,
she deplored they are enforcing
hartal when people in most parts of
the country are smarting under the
worst floodingin recent times.

She observed they (opposition)
donothave any positive programme
andare trying to hinderthe develop-
ment process. "They did not do any

SEE PAGE 11 COL 2

DHAKA-10 BY-POLILS
Mannan appeals
to HC to vacate
stay order

STAFEF CORRESPONDENT

Bikalpa Dhara Bangladesh (BDB)
leader major (retd) Abdul Mannan
yesterday appealed to/ the High
Court to vacate the stay order on his
petition' filed with the Election
Commission (EC) challenging the

validityofthe Dhaka-10 by-polls.
Mannan's counsel MK Rahman
yesterday filed the appeal to a divi-
sion bench comprising Justice

AbdulWahab Miaand Zenat Ara.
Mannan, BDB candidate of the
by-polls, on July 4'lodged the peti-
tion with the EC challenging the
legality of the July 1 by-polls, in
SEE PAGE 11 COL 6

REUTERS, Guuvhar

Separatist rebels killed 22 people,
many of them school children, in
India yesterday and wounded doz-
ens in bomb and grenade attacks on
independence day ceremonies in
the troubled northeastand disputed
Kashmir.

The children aged between 10
and 14 years were taking part in a
parade in a far-off comer of insur-
gency-racked oil- and tea-
producing state of Assam when a
powerful bomb ripped through a
college ground, police said.

Several guerrilla groups in the
northeastwhich sharesborders with
China, Myanmar and Bhutan had
called for a boycottof the independ-
ence ceremonies, saying il was a
blackday.

Tens of thousands of soldiers
were placed on alert across the
country and authorities closed off
air space over New Delhi, ‘'where
Prime  Minister Manmohan Singh
made a public speech, to ward off
possible attacks during the celebra-
tions. A witness said most of the
bodies of the children were burned
beyond recognition in the blast in
Dhemaji town, 217 miles from
Guwahati, Assam's commercial
center.

"The bomb exploded under the
feet of the children. There is blood
and human flesh all over the
ground,” said s::hool teacher Jiban
Saikia.

Seven women were among the

dead, including teachers and moth-

ers who had come to watch the
children participate in the march-
past.

India's northeast is home to
dozens of insurgent groups, some
demanding more autonomy and
others secession. Most of them
accuse New Delhi of plundering the
region’s rich resources and flooding
itwith outsiders.

"It was a most cowardly thing to
do," Assam Chiel Minister Tarun
Gogoi told local television stations,
placing the blame on the powerful
United Liberation Front of Asom.

Separatist militants also struckin
Kashmir, lobbing a grenade into a
school in Baramulla district and
wounding 15 people who had gath-
ered for the independence day
ceremonics, policesaid. .

In New Delhi, Singh vowed to

carry forward peace efforts with |

Pakistan and said New Delhi wanted
results from the dialogue that began
thisyear.

"We have always been in favor of
a purposive bilateral dialogue with
Pakistan to resolve all outstanding
issues," Singh said, referring to
concern in Islamabad that India
could be dragging its feetin the talks
onthe maindispute over Kashmi.

New Delhi regards the whole of
Muslim-majority Kashmir as an
integral part of the country, an
blames Pakistan for stoking th
revolt there that has killed thou
sandsofpeople.

Pakistan denies involvement i
the rebellion and'seeks a plebiscit
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