
CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

O
N the evening of August 9 

Bangladesh Debate Federa-

tion (BDF) organised an 

e x h i b i t i o n  d e b a t e  a t  t h e  

Bishwashahitta Kendra Auditorium. 

Buying tickets pricing at Tk. 100.00, 

people of all ages gathered to watch 

this novel effort held to raise funds for 

the flood victims.

Three debates in three different 

formats and on three different 

motions were presented in this 

programme. Eminent poets of the 

country Rafique Azad and Mahadev 

Shaha along with famous actor-

turned-politician Asaduzzaman Noor 

and editor of the Dainik Bhorer Kagoj 

Abed Khan were the debaters of the 

first debate. ''Tis time for the politi-

cians not the poets to walk against the 

wind' was the motion. Speaker of this 

parliamentary-styled round was Kazi 

Tinni Binte Zinnat, a student of class 

ten from Viqarunnisa Noon School & 

College.

Interestingly, the two poets had to 

speak in favour of the topic while 

politician Noor and political observer 

Abed Khan had to satnd against it. 

Rafique Azad cited from the prehis-

toric days that poets were never 

considered to be a part of the nation. 

'Plato banished the poets from his 

ideal state. Even today when millions 

live in terrible misery caused by drastic 

flood, a poet has much more to do than 

writing verses,' he said.

The second speaker Noor however 

opposed the poet. He raised the 

question that if asked who is to blame 

for the present state of the country, 

undoubtedly everyone would point at 

the politicians. 'Politicians have little 

sense in serving the people and keep-

ing words,' he said. Assessing himself 

as a politician Noor said, 'Look at me--

I was supposed to arrive by 5pm 

whereas I reached at 6:15pm. This is 

our sense of being punctual! I used to 

act in front of the camera; now I act in 

the parliament with other politicians. 

Poets are not like that.'

Poet Mahadev Shaha assessed 

once again how wrong it is to consider 

the poets as leaders of the nation. 

'Poets and politics can never mix. 

Poets seek isolation and long for 

alienation. Therefore it is impossible 

and unrealistic to hope for their 

leadership,' he argued.

The last debater Abed Khan spoke 

of a hopeful dream. He foresees the 

poets as 'the lighthouse amid the sea 

of hopelessness'. 'In the darkest hour 

they are the healing power,' he said. 

He pointed out how the simple verses 

lifted the spirits of the freedom fighters 

in the country during 1971. 'Therefore, 

they alone can guide us through the 

turmoil which we badly need at pres-

ent, he concluded.

Credits should go to the young 

Speaker who conducted the mock 

parliamentary debate with these 

eminent figures. Though ended 

without any result, the debate was an 

enjoyable one.

The second debate was presented 

on 'Neutralism in our country is 

synonymous to hypocrisy', while 

'Dreams come to life only in dreams 

today' was the topic of the final debate.

The money raised from this charity 

show will be donated for the flood 

affected people.

All programmes are in local time. The 
Daily Star will not be responsible for 
any change in the programme. 
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PICK OF THE DAY

FAYZA HAQ

Tomoko Ogoshi, who had her recent 

exhibition of prints at the Zainul 

Gallery, like most printmakers was 

once confined to paintings but moved 

over to print making when she realised 

that she could best express herself in 

prints. Tomoko is now an assistant 

lecturer in the Joshibi University of Art 

and Design. The teachers who guided 

her through her career as a student 

included Kiyomi Kato. In the west she 

names San Francis as the source of 

inspiration. In her childhood she 

traveled to London, Spain and China, 

and the vast expanses that she came 

across there still linger in her memory 

and affect her work. She went to school 

in London for a shot period, and this 

she said, had a very relaxed atmo-

sphere. She went to China after her 

master's degree, and there the Great 

Wall had overwhelmed her. In Spain, 

the great castle's filled her with great 

wonder. The wide open spaces that 

she accosted during her travels still 

influences her work, which she had 

brought to Bangladesh.

Tomoko was lucky to have her 

family support in her choice of a 

career, and in fact, her mother guided 

her with her drawing and colouring 

when she was a girl. In her work, 

Tomoko says, she brings in her own 

feelings and those of others around 

her. What she presents, in particular, is 

touch of the breeze, which we cannot 

see but can only feel, and which 

delights our mind and our senses. 

As she goes about her work, 

Tomoko takes a readymade alu-

minium plate on which she works 

with oil colour pencils. After that she 

gives the metal plate a water-colour 

wash. Next she gives her work a coat-

ing of Arabic gum. Then, with a roller 

she applies colours. The press  

machine then absorbs the colour on 

the paper. If she wants an impression 

of four colours she would have to use 

four plates. Since she teaches at the 

university she can avail of the facility 

of the university printing machine and 

so has no problems in doing even large 

prints. Before she goes about the 

actual work she makes a sketch for it 

and then she works on the image on 

the metal plate. She says that she does 

not force any image or colour to 

appear but works on what comes from 

within her.

Tomoko finds a good response to 

her work in her own country. She 

recently got the Yamaguchi Gen 
ndNewcomer Award at the 72  exhibi-

tion of the Japanese Print Association 

at the age of 26. She hopes to have 

more achievement in future. The 

exhibit at Dhaka too has had a warm 

response. As an artist she has faced no 

difficulty. On the other hand, her work has got her in contact with many 

interesting people which has coloured 

her life. As for her prints, which were 

exhibited, she made them according 

to the measurements that her 

Bangladeshi mentor, GS Kabir, gave 

and had them flown. The 22 frames of 

metal and wood were waiting for her in 

Dhaka beforehand. These frames are 

used repeatedly as other artists come 

from Japan, under GS Kabir's guid-

ance.

When she had a joint exhibit at 

Japan with two other colleagues, the 

person in charge of the Bangladeshi 

section in Chua Gallery, liked her 

work and invited her to come to 

Bangladesh. She says that her impres-

sion of Bangladesh has certainly 

changed in coming here. She finds 

the people energetic and communi-

cative, characteristics which she 

couldn't have known just being in 

Japan. She found the women's tradi-

tional dress very aesthetic and 

enjoyed the food too.

AFSAR AHMED 

E VER wondered what a Cloi-

sonne is? In Beijing, people 

like to decorate their homes 

with Cloisonne articles. Young 

women love trinkets made from 

Cloisonne, like bracelets and ear-

rings. Cloisonne articles are the most 

commonly used as gift items too. 

Most shops in hotels as well as tourist 

resorts sell Cloisonne articles, which 

range from big sacrificial utensils, 

screens, tables and chairs to small 

chopsticks, earrings, candy boxes, 

toothpicks and even the smoking 

items. They are works of art as well as 

articles with usage value. Moreover, 

the traditional bluish tinge and 

glittery thin copper strips attract 

people most.

The history of Cloisonne, a tradi-

tional enamelware, dates back to 

over 600 years. And Beijing is the 

cradle of Cloisonne technique. It is 

called the 'Blue of Jingtai' as blue is 

the dominant colour adopted for 

enameling.  Cloisonne became 

prevalent during the reign of Jingtai 

(1426--1456) in the Ming dynasty, 

though the earliest extant Cloisonne 

was made in the Yuan Dynasty (1271-

1368). During the Jingtai period 

handicraftsmen found a dark-blue 

enamel which gave Cloisonne a 

gorgeous, solemn look and is still 

used today. Designs of chrysanthe-

mums, grapes, flying cranes, lions 

and dragons were added to the 

flowers and foliage of the earlier 

period. In the Qing Dynasty, larger 

pieces like screens, tables and chairs, 

even beds and couches were made 

from the enamel.

While visiting the famous Beijing 

Cloisonne Factory this correspon-

dent got a vivid idea of this crafts-

manship. The Beijing Cloisonne 

F a c t o r y ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  1 9 5 8 ,  

employs a staff of around 2,000 in 

both the mass production of con-

sumer items and the creation of 

personalised art forms such as vases, 

boxes, lamp stands, ashtrays and 

dishes, as well as jewellery and other 

trinkets that are popular today. 

An exquisite piece of Cloisonné 

must have colours that are moist and 

glossy, fresh and bright, a body that is 

substantive and sturdy, a wire inlay 

that is neat and well-proportioned, 

and gold plating that glitters. Its 

delicate appearance and splendid 

patterns should emit a classical 

warmth that rivets the gaze, and 

leaves one too infatuated to part with 

it. The making of Cloisonne inte-

grates bronze and porcelain-working 

skills, traditional painting and etch-

ing. It is the pinnacle of traditional 

CULTURAL FEAST

Cloisonne 
An exquisite Chinese handicraft

Jennifer Lopez, Hilary Duff, Gwyneth 
Paltrow, Jimmy Fallon, and Will Smith 
are to present the 2004 MTV Video 
Music Awards.

And Nelly, featuring Christina 
Aguilera, and Alicia Keys join list of 
performers at the 21st annual awards 

show on August 29 in Miami.
Nelly, featuring Christina Aguilera, 

will be performing Tilt Ya Head Back, a 
song from Sweat--one of the two albums 
Nelly will release simultaneously in 
September. His music video, Shake Ya 
Tailfeather, is nominated in the Best 

Hip-Hop Video category.
Christina Aguilera is nominated for 

two MTV Video Music Awards for The 
Voice Within in the Best Female Video 
and Best Cinematography in a Video 
categories.

Alicia Keys will be performing her 

massive hit song If I Ain't Got You which 
is nominated for three awards--Best 
Female Video, Best R&B Video and Best 
Art Direction in a Video.
Source: Internet

J-Lo heads list of presenters at            

Recalling wide open spaces
Tomoko Ogoshi's solo at Zainul gallery

Mock debate show raises funds 

for flood victims

Abed Khan (front) presenting his arguments; sitting behind him are (from 
left) Asaduzzaman Noor, Mahadev Shaha and Rafique Azad
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Alluring cloisonne pot seen from different angles

A Chinese girl painting a cloisonne vase
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