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Humayun Azad
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as saying. "There is absolutely no evi-
dence of any violence," he said. "He died
ofnatural causes."

The spokesman said tests for poisons
or toxins had been undertaken and the
resultswould beavailablein afewweeks.

Bangladesh High Commissioner in
Berlin Alimul Haque told The Daily Star
yesterday by phone that Munich police
informed the High Commission upon
receipt of Azad's postmortem that his
deathwasnatural.

But Azad's distraught family alleged
foul play inreactionless than aweek after
he sought safety in Germany in the wake
ofadeath threatin June. Latifa Kohinoor,
wife of Azad, demanded an inquiry and
alleged: "He was killed in a conspiracy. I
don't believe it was a normal death. He
waskilledinaplanned way."

The 57-year-old who was surviving
with his wife, son Anannya Azad and
daughters Mouli Azad and Smita Azad,
wrote more than 60 books of poetry,
novels, articles and comparative litera-
ture and was a staunch feminist and a
fearless critic of human rights violations.
Azad received the Bangla Academy
Awardin1996.

A German Embassy official in Dhaka
told the family that the German authori-
ties asked the Bangladesh High
Commission in Germany to arrange for
sending Azad's body back home after he
was found dead on his bed at Munich
University dormitory shortly before
11:00am German time.

"We are an 11-hour drive from the
spot but getting in touch with Munich.
We are now waiting for instructions from
the foreign ministry to send his body
backhome," Alimulsaid.
FANSINSHOCK
Hundreds of people representing a
broad spectrum of society gathered in
and outside Azad's house on Fuller Road
in Dhaka, turning the area into a dismal
scene of mourners. Teachers, students,
journalists, publishers and other profes-
sionals found themselves flashing back
to their days with the scholarly writer.

He survived a brutal attack on the
night of February 27 near Bangla
Academy when he was going back home
from the Ekushey Book Fair, an annual
event in memory of Language
Movementmartyrs.

His family at the time blamed the
attack on hardline Islamists believed to
be angered by his latest book "Pak Sar
Zamin Saad Baad" which was set in the
1971 War of Independence from

Pakistan. It triggered controversy in and
outside political and academic circles for
hisbitter criticism about fanaticism.

Herecovered from his critical injuries
after long treatment at the Combined
Military Hospital (CMH) in Dhaka and
Bumrungrad Hospital in Bangkok.

DEATHCOMESTOLIGHT

Since Azad did not turn up for the
appointment with the president of PEN
(International Association of Poets,
Playwrights, Editors, Essayists and
Novelists), the president's son went to
hisroombutno-oneanswered the door.

The apartment authorities called the
officials of emergency service who
opened the door to find Azad in 'deep
sleep'.

Back in Dhaka, Head of German
Cultural Section Guido Genrich,
Information Officer Mujtaba Morshed
and some senior teachers of Dhaka
University, where he was a professor of
Bangla, went to Azad's house at about
9:00am yesterday and broke the news to
hiswifeand children.

Asource in the German Embassy said
the embassy received the information
from Germany Thursday afternoon and
went to Azad's house at about 8:30pm to
conveyitto his family.

But Azad's wife and children were in
hospital to see the ailing younger brother
of Azad at the time and the officials did
notbreak the news to hisyounger daugh-
ter Smita, as there was no senior family
memberathome.

Hisson Anannyaand daughter Mouli
told reporters that they had telephone
conversations thrice with their father,
with the last on the night of August 9. He
wasingoodhealth, theysaid.
RIFEALLEGATIONS
"The conspirators murdered him in
Germany as they failed in Bangladesh,"
Azad's wife Kohinoor alleged and ques-
tioned why the death news was con-
veyed muchlater.

Anannya, a student of class X,
escaped from his abductors on the
Dhaka University campus last month,
whom he linked to the February 27
attemptonAzad'slife.

The abductors tried to extract infor-
mation from Anannya about his father's
nextvisitabroad before he ran away from
two hours of captivity.

Private news agency UNB quoted
Mouli as saying Azad's body will be
donated to Bangladesh Medical College
Hospital ashewished.

Jailers pass the buck
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'false'. He said the prison officials whose
illegal incomes were barred by what he
said was his drive against corruption in
prisons are propagandisingsuchlies.

Jailers, on the other hand, alleged if
they refuse to pay the monthly tolls, the
higher authorities serve them with
transfer orders on 'administrative
grounds'.

RULESOFTHE GAME

Elaborating on the sponging procedure,
a recently retired jailer told The Daily
Star, "Henchmen of the top brasses send
anonymous letters of allegations against
a targeted prison staff. The top bosses
then fix the toll amount on the basis of
number of such complaintletters."

Ifthe prison keeper refuses to pay, he
suffers a punishment transfer, said the
formerjailer preferringnot tobe named.

"But once he agrees to pay the tolls,
investigations into the imaginary irregu-
larities stop immediately. He may even
get a better posting in a short while," he
added.

That exactly was the case with a jailer
stationed in Cox's Bazar. He was trans-
ferred to Sherpur for administrative
reasons. But, as he gave in to the investi-
gators, he was awarded with a 'favour-
able' posting at Mymensingh Jail in
threemonths.

It was also alleged that underhand
financial deals see promotee officials get
appointed to important posts and
prisonsbypassing their seniors.

Cox's Bazar Jail Superintendent S
Huda, the youngest jail superintendent
of Bangladesh, has been made an acting
jailer of KashipurJail.

After a detainee had escaped
through the main gate of Narayanganj
prison, its Jailer Zahid Hossain, instead
of punishment for the incident, was
posted to DinajpurJail.

On the other hand, headquarters'
displeasure made Jailer Subodh Ranjan
Saha of Narayanganj transferred to
Lakkhipur, then to Bandarban,
Brahmanbaria and lastly to Comillajails.
Another jailer, Arif Rahman, was trans-
ferred from Jhalokathi to Comilla, then
to Rangamati, Bandarban, Comilla and
later toanotherjail.

Inthelastsixmonths, Jailer Solaiman
Ali was transferred from Narayanganj to
Dinajpur and, two weeks ago, to Sylhet.
Rajbari Jailer Al Mamun was sent to
Brahmanbaria and then to Bandarban.

Administrative transfers saw Jailer
Gafur Mollick running from Munshiganj
to Jessore, Jailer Mokhlesur Rahman
from Nilfamari to Bogra and Jailer
Khondoker Mosharraf Hossain from
Bograto Rangpur.

Khaled Hossain, head assistantat the
prison directorate, was transferred to
Rangpur Central Jail where there is no
such post. The order in the face of strong
criticismwasrevoked three dayslater.

Jail staffalso alleged serious degrada-
tion in the quality of rations and medi-
cines during thelast two years. They said
most of the medications purchased and
supplied to the jails by the headquarters
are substandard, manufactured by little
known companies. Paracetamol,
Antacid, Sefradin and Amoxacillin
tablets and capsules they receive are
nothingbutflour, theyalleged.

Protesting the poor quality of rations
and medicine, prison guards of Dhaka

Central Jail hurled bombs at the house of
theIGP two months ago.

THRIVING BRIBERY

The curse of monthly toll collection has
broughtinavirtual reign of corruption to
all the prisons. Jailers are now collecting
more bribes from visitors and prisoners.
To exact money they threaten the
detainees with sending to punishment
cells or promise to allow free movement
inside thejails.

Instead of stopping smuggling of
food, narcotics and other illegal goods
into the prisons, jail guards now supply
those, including drugs like cannabis and
Phensidyl, to prisoners.

Large part of the bribes comes from
detainees who want to stay in prison
hospitals and to have the patients' diets
withoutactuallybeing hospitalised.

"T had to pay a bribe of Tk 1,500 a
week to secure a place to sleep in the
jail," Farug, who was freed recently, told
The Daily Star at the main gate of Dhaka
CentralJail.

"I also made separate payments to
add alittle bit of spices to myfood and for
two mugs of water to bathe," he said,
adding the prison authorities did not
refund him Tk 7,000 he had submitted
when takenin.

Visitors to Dhaka Central Jail have to
payup to Tk 200 each, up from Tk 70 two
years ago, to meet a detainee, although
the government's charge is only Tk 2.
The amount of the bribe varies depend-
ing on the type of prison inmate --
special cell prisoner, prisoner staying in
jailhospital, under-aged prisoner, newly
arrived prisoner, detainee and under-
trial prisoner.

Theratealso goes up if the visitor fails
to furnish details of the person he wants
tomeet.

"Corruption in jails is nothing new,"
saysamid-ranking prison official, "It has
justincreased." If the higher officials are
satisfied with monthly tolls, juniors are
rewarded with good postings, he said.
WHATIGP SAYS
IGP Zillur admitted to transferringjailers
three to four times. "They are awarded
with punishments, promotions and
transfers according to rules to ensure
qualityin prison management."

Denying the charge of taking bribes
for transfers, he said, "Why do they pay
tolls?" and added, "Let them go to the
courtand proveit."

On quality of medicine and rations
for the prisoners, Rahman just said,
"Thereisanofficer from the drugadmin-
istration on our medicine purchase
committee, wholooks after the quality."

"Some corrupt jail officers are angry
withmeasIcutdown therepresentation
of prison staff in the food purchase
committee and co-opted a civil surgeon,
a social welfare officer and representa-
tive of the district magistrate in order to
reducemalpractice," theIGP argued.

"No previous authorities meted out
such punishments as I have done since
taking over. In just one year, I reduced
the percentage of inmates' involvement
in jail crimes from 9 percent in 2002 to 5
percent in 2003. My work has made the
inmates happy, so I don't bother nega-
tive criticism," he said.

CPB demands
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should have done is to dredge bigrivers
on a regular basis," the CPB leader
maintained.

On flood protection strategy, CPB
leader Prof M M Akash said, "As aflood-
prone and lower riparian country of the
subcontinent, Bangladesh should go
for an 'open flood control' system like
regular dredging of rivers and intercon-
necting water bodies to facilitate
unhindered flow offlood water."

"But the 'cordon approach' [cur-
rently pursued in the country] like
building dams and embankments in
certain areas would never bring any
positive result," the professor
observed.

The communist party also asked
the government to act immediately to
save the water bodies in and around
the city from theland grabbers.

Selim lambasted the government
for spending crores of taka for beautifi-
cation of the capital when the city
dwellers are suffering from post-flood
hazards including the mosquito men-
ace.

The CPB leader claimed the relief
provided by the government was not
only inadequate, it failed to reach a
large number of the flood victims.

The party demanded for continuing
the Vulnerable Group Feeding
programme until the next harvest
season.

CPB President Manjurul Ahsan
Khan said Bangladesh should start
dialogues with the neighbouring
countries immediately to formulate
and agree on a regional co-operation
onflood control.

Party leaders Ruhin Hossain Prince
and Samsuzzaman Selim were also
presentin the conference.

6-hr hartal
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Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, credited with
leading the nation to independence in
1971, waskilled, with most of his family
members onAugust 15,1975.

AL during its tenure in power from
1996 to 2001 used to officially observe
the day as the National Mourning
Day.The BNP-Jamaat-led coalition
government scrapped the day and its
official programmes after returning to
power in October2001.

AL central working committee
meeting of July 14 with its President
Sheikh Hasina in the chair decided to
observe hartal on August 15 to protest
the government decision.

According to the programme,
leaders of AL and its front organisa-
tions will lay wreaths at the portrait of
the slain leader at the Bangabandhu
Memorial Museum in the city at
12:01pm, a minute after the hartal
ends. The national flag will be at half-
mast at the offices of AL and its front
organisations across the country.

Extortionists
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Medical College Hospital (DMCH) at
3:25pm where the on-duty doctor
declared him dead.

"Some extortionists, Raja, Sheikh
Kamal and Nazel, have been demand-
ing Tk 20 lakh as toll from Abdul
Motaleb, owner of the companies, for
last one and a half months by phone,"
Mohammad Chand Miah, Motaleb's
father-in-law, told the reporters
yesterday.

"They also threatened to kill
Motaleb if he refused to pay the toll.
Yesterday's murder might be a part of
the threat to panic Motaleb," he added.

Meanwhile, Uttara police recov-
ered a decomposed body of a youth
aged around 30 from a ditch at
Armytek in Moshair on Thursday at
10:40pm. The body was stripped naked
and stuffed inside a tin trunk with
hands tied back and a rope wrapped
around the neck, police inquest said.

Morgue sources said the almost
decomposed body suggests that
criminals had killed the man a couple
of days ago.

Nunu
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threats to the airport, educational
institutions and other government
offices.

People and vehicles thinned out in
the city streets despite the deployment
of additional security personnel from
the armed police and paramilitary
Bangladesh Rifles at important estab-
lishments including Hazrat
Shahjalal's Shrine, scene of atleast two
fatal explosions one of which injured
British High Commissioner to
Bangladesh Anwar Choudhury.

Every visitor to the shrine was
scanned with metal detector before
Juma prayers yesterday.

President, PM
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She demanded a probe into the death
of Azad in Germany and recalled that
he had been receiving continuous
death threat after the attack on him on
February 27 this year.

"In the circumstances, possibility
of involvement of the anti-liberation
forces in his death cannot be ruled
out," shesaid.

Hasina prayed for the eternal
peace of the departed soul and con-
veyed her sympathy to the members of
the bereaved family.

PHOTO: STAR

Activists of International Kathme Nabuat Movement's Khulna unit bring out an anti-Ahmadiyya procession in the

southwestern city yesterday.

Bacteria solution
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hazards.

Millions of people, mostly in the rural
areas, have developed various symptoms
of poisoning from drinking arsenic-
contaminated water from tubewells for
decades.

The study by Farhana Islam, super-
vised by other researchers, showed the
special group of bacteria 'gains energy by
respiring (breathing), using the metal
iron and arsenic containing minerals in
theearthsediments'.

The young scientist said, "Our results
show that these are the special anaerobic
bacteria, as they don'tneed any oxygen to
support their growth. They are known as
metal-reducing bacteria. We are very
interested in iron-reducing bacteria that
use iron as their growth substrate, and
can also use arsenic when the iron is used

n

up.

The bacteria cause changes in the
mineral structure of the sediments,
leading to release of arsenic into ground-
water, thestudysays.

Farhana, who studies in the
Department of Earth Sciences and
Williamson Research Centre for
Molecular Environmental Science at the
University of Manchester, told The Daily
Star, "We are looking at how these pro-
cesses of breaking down the mineral can

be reversed so that the groundwater is
safetodrink."

She elaborated, "With our results, we
found that maximum amount of arsenic
was released from contaminated sedi-
ment into groundwater in the absence of
oxygen."

There were several hypotheses
concerning the release of arsenic into the
groundwater systems of West Bengal in
India, where the researchers worked.
Some suggested a role for aerobic bacte-
ria (arsenopyrite oxidation), some
suggested a role for metal-reducing
bacteria while others considered the
problem to be driven bygeochemistry.

The scientists from Manchester
University conducted experiments in
their laboratory with sediments collected
directly from an area of West Bengal
affected byarsenic.

"We were the first group to combine
geochemical, mineralogical and microbi-
ological/molecular biology techniques to
study this system, and have presented the
first direct evidence to support a role for
metal-reducing bacteria in arsenic
release from the sediments. The organ-
isms identified as playing a key role are
iron reducing bacteria that can attack
arsenic once they have exhausted iron as
agrowth element," Farhanaexplained.

Studies showed that this type of
bacteria is unable to use oxygen for
growth, rather they use different metals to
support their metabolism. Metal-
reducing bacteria 'breathe’' metals such
asironto getenergy fromtheirfood, inthe
same way humans breathe oxygen to
breakdownfood.

The iron-reducing bacteria use iron
through the electron transport system in
the anaerobic respiration and gain
energy for their growth by reducing this
iron. This process is known as
dissimilatoryiron-reduction.

Explaining the process of arsenic
contamination, Farhana said instead of
using oxygen, the anaerobic bacteria gain
their energy by respiring, (breathing)
using iron-containing minerals in the
sediments, a process called iron reduc-
tion.

By doing this, the bacteria transfer
electrons to iron oxide rust coating the
sediments, causing changes in the
characteristics of the minerals. And when
the iron runs out, the bugs start to utilise
other metals, such as arsenic, which
occurs naturally. The chemistry of the
arsenic is changed and the reduced
arsenic is able to dissolve into groundwa-
ter, shesaid.

Sylhet bomb blasts
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quarters has transferred the cases to
the CID, he however said the CID was
yettoreceive the docket.

Asked then what were they doing in
Sylhet, CID officers said they are
collectinginformation.

When The Daily Star inquired
Deputy Inspector General (DIG) of
Police, Sylhet Range Ali Imam
Chowdhury about the progress made
in the nearly one-week investigations
into the three cases, he refrained from
making any comment, saying the cases
hadbeen handed over to the CID.

On the other hand, a CID official,
requesting not to be named, said,
"There is no complications here. It is
obvious that the cases would be trans-
ferred to the CID and a CID official
would be assigned with the investiga-
tions. But police are likely to continue
the probe until a CID officeris given the
task."

Police are trying to evade their
responsibility, although the CID are yet

toreceive the cases officially, he added.

The relation between police and
Munshi Atique has reportedly turned
very sour over theissue.

Atique declined to comment on the
bitter ties. Asourcesaid officers concerned
are avoiding making any statement on the
cases as police and CID officials are at
loggerheadsoverthem.

As the CID were yet to begin the
probe, despite order from the police
headquarters, Kotwali police produced
Nunu Mia, arrested in connection to
Saturday's grenade blast at AL meeting
venue at Taltala, before a court and
soughtremand.

Nunu Mia, an AL leader of the
northeastern city, was flown to the
capital yesterday to be quizzed by the
JointInterrogation Cell.

Security, meanwhile, has been
beefed up in Sylhet, following
Thursday night's bomb threat on local
radio station. Locals are passing the
daysinutter panic and insecurity.

Typhoon
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atereportsof casualties or major damage.

Charley's center was 75 miles west of
KeyWestat9a.m. and was expected to hit
the Tampa Bay area later in the day,
dumping heavyrain and possibly spawn-
ingsporadictornadoes.

In northwest Tampa, an evacuation
shelter at Sickles High School was full to
its 500 capacity by 8 a.m. Windows had
been reinforced with screens and tarps to
prepare for the storm.

"I'm scared that we're going to go
home and nothing is going to be there,"
20-year-old Amanda Kellogg said as she
played blackjack with four friends, their
suitcases, bedding and other possessions
piled beside them.

About 6.5 million of Florida's 17
million residents were in Charley's
projected path, according to the Census
Bureau.

At dawn Friday in Key West, fisher-
man Manuel Garcia was trying to secure
his boss's fishing boat, the Cowboy I1I, in
the StockIsland marina, where heavy surf
was pushing the vessel against a cement
barrier.

"If the water comes up, I can do
nothing," hesaid, smokingathick cigar.

The storm surge in the Tampa area
could reach up to 16 feet if Charley hits at
120 mph, making it a major hurricane at
Category 3 strength, state meteorologist
BenNelsonsaid.

"It does have the potential of devas-
tating impact. ... This is a scary, scary
thing," said Gov. Jeb Bush, who has
declared an emergency.

On Thursday, Tropical Storm Bonnie
came ashore in the Florida Panhandle
and moved north. Three people, includ-
ing a child, were killed and 25 injured
Friday when a tornado spun out of its
remnants and hit a North Carolina trailer
park.

kills 115

Ahead of Charley on Friday morning,
the weather at the St.
Petersburg/Clearwater International
Airport was calm, said Jeff Clauss, an
airportspokesman.

About 1.9 million people from the
Florida Keys north through the west coast
have been advised to evacuate, although
only 1.1 million to 1.5 million were
expected to do so before the storm hits,
said Kristy Campbell, spokeswoman at
thestate emergency management center.

"In many areas, people are still
leaving," Campbellsaid Friday.

Charley made landfall on Cuba's
main island shortly after midnight near
the southern town of Batabano, then
passed just west of downtown Havana,
population 2.2 million, about two hours
later.

Authorities reported relatively minor
damage, including ripped roofs, broken
windows and downed trees, though gusts
insomeareasreached upto 125 mph.

It continued moving north-northwest
near 18 mph. Hurricane force winds
extended outward 30 miles from the eye;
tropical storm force winds went out 125
miles.

All the west coast of Florida's penin-
sula was under a hurricane warning, as
was the lower Florida Keys. Tropical
storm watches and warnings extended
from the middle Keys to Cape Fear, N.C.

Most of the evacuations were in the
counties of Hillsborough, which contains
Tampa, and Pinellas, a peninsula that
contains St. Petersburg. All residents of
MacDill Air Force Base, on another
peninsula in Tampa Bay, were ordered
outwith onlyessential personnel remain-
ing. MacDill is home to US Central
Command, the nerve center of the war in
Iraq.

Iraqi militants
threaten to
kill British

hostage

REUTERS, Basra

Iraqi militants kidnapped a British
journalist in the southern city of Basra
and threatened to kill him if a US
assault on the Shi'ite holy city of Najaf
was not halted in 24 hours, witnesses
andavideo tape showed yesterday.

The witnesses said gunmen seized
the journalist from a hotel in mainly
Shi'ite Basra. Hours later a video tape
released in the city showed a hooded
gunman standing next to the journal-
ist and threatening to kill him if the
attack on Najafwas not stopped.

AFP says, about 20 masked gun-
men, some wearing police uniform,
stormed into the Al-Diyafa hotel at
about 11:00 pm (local time).

Another hotel employee at the
front desk said the journalist was
registered as "James Andrew working
for the Sunday Telegraph."

A British military spokesman in
Basra would not confirm the kidnap-
ping saying "we are working with the
local authorities to establish the
facts."

The incident comes one day aftera
shadowy Shi'ite group calling itself
Abu al-Abbas warned that it would kill
all those cooperating with British
troops in apparent retaliation for the
US-led assault on Najafto the north.

"We will kill everyone working with
British troops including contractors,
interpreters and others," said a state-
ment from the group received by AFP.

Ahmadiyya
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Square where the local chapter of
IKNMB organised the rally after the
Juma prayers with IKNMB Ameer
MoulanaAbu Saleh in the chair.

Speakers at the really said
Ahmadiyyas had been declared non-
Muslims in at least 42 countries and
demanded of the government to
amend the constitution and follow suit
orface dire consequences.

After the meeting, the Islamist
zealots coming from the city and the
neighbouring districts started march-
ing towards the Ahmadiyya complex,
but were intercepted by security forces
atMoilapota crossroads in Sonadanga.

Movement of all modes of vehicles
including bicycles was prohibited at
the crossroads as well as on Sher-e-
Bangla Road, Gallamari Road and all
lanes and bylanes in Nirala, cutting off
road communication between Khulna
and Satkhira districts.

The mob dispersed at 8:20pm
reportedly after the IKNMB leaders
had arrived at some sort of under-
standing with the law enforcing agen-
cies and local administration, the
contents of which could not be known
immediately.

Olympics opening
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year ban, were visited in hospital by
Olympic officials who ordered them to
appear at a disciplinary hearing on
Friday afternoon just hours before the
start of the Games.

"There will be an announcement
from the hospital shortly as to whether
their health will permit them to
attend," said Manolis Kolimbadis of
the Greek Olympic team.

"At this moment it is too early to say
(if they'll compete). They have splin-
ters in their arms and serious bruising
on their legs. But they are in good
health, they don't have any serious
problems," headded.

The International Olympic
Committee (IOC) was left in a state of
confusion by the bewildering
sequence of events.

One IOC member, requesting
anonymity, said: "There is a great deal
of confusion. We know there was an
accident last night but people are
wondering what actually happened.
There is suspicion and confusion and
disappointment.”

"We don't know what to believe. A
shadow has been cast over the whole
thing."

The news hit Greece like a thunder-
bolt from the gods.

People burst into tears on hearing
what happened as Greece was all set to
take centre stage with the launch of
Athens 2004 before a television audi-
ence ofbillions around the world.

To some, itlooked like hubris to the
fiercely proud Greeks.

"Everyone was talking about how
greatit all is, how beautiful the city and
the stadiums are and of course now
this happens. It's like they've put a
curse on us," said IT technician
Manolis Kalatzis.

Morning television and radio
shows discussed nothing but the
overnight drama in tones ranging from
the sympathetic to the paranoid.

Newspaper Ethnos called to the
athletes on its front page to "Tell Us the

Int'l probe
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AAMS Arefin Siddique demanded an
international probe into Azad's
death.

"We want to know how Azad
passed away and we hope the German
government will give us the informa-
tion," he said while talking to this
correspondent atAzad'sresidence.

The writer's wife Latifa Kohinoor
and other family members and rela-
tives also demanded an international
investigation into his death.

Latifa alleged that 'conspirators'
killed him abroad after they failed to
killhimin the country.

Rashed Khan Menon, president of
the Workers' Party of Bangladesh,
resented that the Bangladesh
embassy in Germany failed to inform
Azad's family in time the news of his
death.

" Islamic fanatics involved in the
attack on Azad in February last might
have a hand behind his death,"”
Menon said.

Mujahidul Islam Selim, general
secretary of the Communist Party of
Bangladesh, said fundamentalists are
attacking freethinking writers one
after another as the government has
not taken effective steps to check the
rise of fanatic forces in the country.

He paid tributes to Azad saying he
was anasset to the nation.

Bangladesh Chhatra League
(BCL), student wing of the Awami
League; Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal-
backed BCL and Bangladesh Chhatra
Moitree jointly demanded an interna-
tional probe into the death of Azad.

Truth - you owe it to all Greeks to prove
youareclean".

Kenteris, the only man to win the
Olympic, world and European 200
metre titles, is a national hero in
Greece but doping rumours, due in
part to his rare appearances, have
constantly dogged the sprinter known
as "Greece Lightning."

His training partner Thanou
grabbed her own Olympic headlines
by finishing runner-up to Marion
Jones in the women's 100 metres at the
Sydney Olympics.

The pair were absent from the
athletes' village when Olympic officials
arrived on Thursday to conduct drugs
tests. Greek officials blamed a mix-up
over theirnon-appearance.

A missed drugs appointment is
normally treated as a failed test and
leads to immediate suspension from
competition.

The drama was a bitter blow for
Greece, bombarded for years with
criticism for construction chaos,
budget overruns and security con-
cerns.

The ability of this nation of 10
million people to stage the Olympics
was constantly called into question.

But everything fell into place at the
verylastmoment.

Organisers were widely praised for
finally transforming Athens into a city
fitto host the greatest sporting show on
earth and welcome the Games back to
their spiritual homeland.

Athenians gave the Olympic torcha
tumultuous reception on Thursday
night when the emotional symbol of
sport's healing power reached the
Acropolis after journeying across five
continents.

Nine-times Olympic gold medallist
Carl Lewis handed the flame to Greek
high jumper Niki Bakogianni, a silver
medallist at Atlanta in 1996, who lit a
cauldron amid the 2,500-year-old
temples on the hill overlooking Athens.

Lewis had carried the torch, mod-
elled like an olive leaf, to the steps of
the Acropolis, cheered on by thou-
sands of Athenians and tourists. Some
waved small Greek flags.

"Tonight the flame illuminates the
Acropolis, the ultimate symbol of
Greece and Greek civilisation," said
Games chief organiser Gianna
Angelopoulos.

Sadr hurt
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and is negotiating with the government
to leave the Imam Ali shrine in the city
of Najaf, Iraq's Interior Minister Falah
al-Nagib said yesterday.

"Sayyed Moqtada will not be
touched if he leaves the shrine peace-
fully. A truce has been in force since last
night," Naqib told Reuters.

AFP adds: Sadr issued a list of
conditions for an end to more than a
week of deadly clashes a spokesmen
said yesterday.

The conditions were spelled outata
news conference at a hotel in Najaf by
Sheikh Ali Sumeisim.

If all multinational forces, Iraqi
police and soldiers leave Najaf and the
Marjayia, or religious authority, agrees
to take responsibility for the city, "the
Mehdi Army would pull out from
Najaf," Sumeisim said.

All basic services must be restored,
Sadr's Mehdi Army recognised as an
ideological movement and its mem-
bers allowed to carry weapons for self-
defence, Sumeisim continued.

Those jailed for supporting the
resistance, all imprisoned clerics and
women must also be released from
prison, the spokesman added.

Kerry takes leads
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their convention and Election Day,
challengers always lose ground," said
Bush strategist Matthew Dowd.

For now, it's the incumbent who
has to make up ground.

If public polls and pundits are right,
Florida, Michigan, New Hampshire,
Pennsylvania, Oregon and 15 others
states plus the District of Columbia are
in Kerry's column or leaning his way
with 269 electoral votes one short of
the presidency.

Butit'snotnearly thatsimple.

Florida still appears to be a tossup
state, with Kerry leading by only a few
pointsin private Democratic polling.

In Pennsylvania, a preponderance
of polling gives Kerry an edge, but Bush
isn't giving up on the state that he has
visited 31 times, his favorite destina-
tion among the 50. In fact, he has
intensified his television advertising in
Pennsylvania and five other states:
Florida, Ohio, Nevada, New Mexico
and Wisconsin.

Mark them down. They may be the
mostimportantstates of the campaign.

Florida and Ohio, the latter with 20
electoral votes, offer Kerry his best
chance of winning big states that went
Republican in 2000. Nevada, with just
five votes, may be Kerry's next ripest
GOP target.

Since his first day in office,
Pennsylvania has been No. 1 on Bush's
wish-list of states won by Al Gore in
2000. Ifhe can't win the Keystone State,
the president would turn to New
Mexico and Wisconsin, with a com-
bined 15 electoral votes that went to
Gore.

Because of reapportionment,
which reallocated state electoral votes

based on the latest population data,
Kerry could reclaim every Gore state
and still be 10 electoral votes short of
the coveted 270.

Quoting public polls, Kerry aides
say their boss is leading Bush, often
narrowly, in 24 states plus the District
of Columbia for a total of 316 electoral
votes. They say Bush's presidency is
hanging by a thread. "This is not a good
place for the incumbent to be," said
Kerry pollster Mark Mellman.

That may be true, but some
Democrats would rather not hear
aboutraised expectations.

"You always have to strike a balance
between recognizing a good moment
and setting the bar so high that in a
couple of weeks, particularly after the
Republican convention, you've cre-
ated an image that you've lost momen-
tum," said Greg Haas, a Democratic
strategist in Ohio who advises
Columbus Mayor Michael Coleman.

Warming up for the GOP conven-
tion, Bush has accused Kerry of send-
ing "mixed signals" on Iraq (news - web
sites) and Cheney has mocked the
Democrat for supporting a "more
sensitive" war on terror.

Bush's acceptance speech will be
laced with policy initiatives, some of
them new, in a bid to persuade voters
that he has a second-term agenda for
the economy, health care and other
issues that Democrats consider their
own.

Justas Kerry convinced some voters
that he's tough enough to lead the
nation at war, Bush hopes to show the
electorate thathe's capable of directing
the nation back to peace and prosper-

ity.
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