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Kanthashilon stages Ibsen's
The Master Builder as Karigor

CULTURAL FEAST

Music night

Title: Amar Golpo Shune
Artiste: Tapan Chowdhury
Venue: All Community Club Hall,
Road-35, House-40, Gulshan-2
Organiser: Orchestra

Time: August 13, at 7:00 pm

Exhibition
Contemporary Group Art
Exhibition

Venue: Exhibition Hall of Russian
Cultural Centre, House 510, Road 7,
DhanmondiR/A

Time:August 12-21

Print-Making Exhibition

Artist: Tomoko Ogoshi

Venue: Zainul Gallery, Charukala
Institute

Time: August 10-14, from 02pmto 08pm

Fund Raiser

Title: Mohaplaban

Organiser: Wrishiz

Venue: Bangladesh Shilpakala Acad-
emy

Time:August 13at07pm

Artistes: Rathindranath Roy, Subir
Nandi, Shahin Samad, Lily Islam, Kumar
Biswajit, Tapan Chowdhury, Fakir
Alamgir, Robi Chowdhury, Prometheus ,
Kabirul Islam Ratan, Shimul Yusuff

Play

Title: Madhobi

Group: Theatre

Cast. Ferdousi Majumdar, Tropa
Majumdar, Apon Ahsan, Maruf Kabir,
Samar Dev, Jaglul Alam, Paresh
Acharjee, Shekanul Islam Shahi and
Ramendu Majumdar.

Venue: Experimental Theatre, Bangla-
desh ShilpakalaAcademy

Time: August 14, at 7:00 pm

Charity concert cancelled

The concert in aid of flood victims, organ-
ised by Echos Production, scheduled to be
held today at the Gulshan Youth Club has
been cancelled, says a press release. The
tickets can be returned to the counters of
purchase.

HARUN UR RASHID

HE two inaugural shows

of Kanthashilon's theatri-
cal production Karigor
did not exactly proclaim vini vidi
vici, leaving scopes for improve-
ment. In fact, the director of the
play Khaled Khan improvised
some changes in the second show
to stage effectiveness.

A translation-adaptation of
Norwegian playwright Henrik
Ibsen's The Master Builder by
Abdul Haque, the play shows the
inner crisis and helplessness of a
genius engineer--the 'Master
Builder'.

Engineer Rajat has come to his
present unparalleled position by
oppressing and deceiving other
professionals of his time. In this
sinful enterprise, however, he
cannot retain his supremacy
entirely: he develops a tremen-
dous fear of height as well as of the
upcoming talents.

Rajat's conjugal life with a
mentally depressed wife, Shanta,
also detracts Rajat towards extra-
marital affairs with his employee
Kaya. This leads to further com-
plications in the Rajat-Shanta
relationships.

At such a moment of utter
despair emerges Hilda with her
romantic memory of a heroic
Rajat. She claims that Rajat kissed
and promised her a dream palace
tenyearsago.

Hilda's sudden appearance
brings huge excitement in Rajat's
life. Her continuos recollection of
Rajat's old heroic image rejuve-
nates the romantic hero in him.
He forgets his fear of height and
dares to climb the scaffold up to
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A sequence from the play

the top of his new house to put a
garland onits spire.

The romanticism of attaining
such height, however, proves
much beyond Rajat's ability. The
illusion ultimately causes his
tragedy as he falls from the scaf-
fold and dies.

The strong-script of the play,
however, went loose at the very
outset due to poor acting of

Hasibullah and Subidita Chanda
in the roles of Robin and Kaya.
Both the performers lacked the
required stage-freeness and
maturity.

The acting of David, played by
Zahirul Haque Khan, was unmis-
takably influenced by the style of
the director of the play Khaled
Khan. Zahir's expressions, deliv-
ery of dialogue and gestures all
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reminded of the acting of the
veteran actor of our theatre.

In the role of the 'Master
Builder' Rajat, Golam Sarwar was
good except that sometimes his
whispering dialogues could not
reach beyond the first few rows of
theaudience.

The most appreciable perfor-
mance in the shows was that of
Joyita Mohalannobish in the role
of Hilda. Her lively and natural
acting surely promises the young
girlabright future on stage.

Regarding editing Khaled
Khan has proved his mastery by
keeping all the six characters of
the original play and cutting
incidents yet retaining the pace of
the play. Moreover, the closing
scene was redesigned in the
second show, which made it more
effective. The scene depicts
Rajat's final ascent to the top of
his house. When he climbs up the
scaffold, a symbolic representa-
tion of the scaffold on the stage
gave more impetus to the tragic
sense of Rajat's fall that causes his
death. Especially, the total 'black-
out' on the stage for afew seconds
effectively corresponds to the
screaming and wailing of Shanta,
Hilda, the Doctor and Robin who
were watching Rajat's ascent.
Nasirul Haque Khokon's simple
light design achieved brilliance by
his using of cyclorama on the
background to depict the spire of
thehouse.

Enamul Karim Nirjhor has
designed a simple set very effec-
tively with wooden structures
used in turn as sofa, secretariat
table and even railings.
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ILLUSTRATION: MUSTAFA ZAMAN

Our Cultural Correspondent recently
caught up with Riya. She is a woman of
many talents such as dancing, modelling
and acting. She has been in the media for
quite sometime. Some excerpts from the

interview:

Any recollections of your first public perfor-

mance?

I was about eight or nine when I won the first
prize in my debut performance. It was a regular
programme organised by Khelaghar, where I

danced with the Bangla new year song Esho Hey

Baishakh.

Whatwouldyoubeifnotadancer ora model?
Can't think of any. Dance is my life and my
whole world centres around this. I have cherished
the dream of being a dancer from my very child-

hood.

Ever imagined waking up one morning and
finding out that nobody knew you?
That would be the last day of my life. I just can-
not think about any such thing. My whole existence
would bethreatened.
Tellus about your dreams and aspirations.
Besides, being a self- sufficient woman, I dream
of opening a dance academy where children will be
taughttherightdancing techniques.
Would you like to share a less known fact

aboutyourself?

Ilike to draw pictures and play with colours. But
I always need a little practice if I want to draw
sketches. I never learned to paint anywhere. It
comes naturally to me.
Any plans to act in contemporary Bangla

movies?

If the movie is a good one or features in the

golden era of films, then it is okay. But I have
strong objections about acting in the contempo-
rary commercial and vulgar movies.

What's your favourite pastime?

I love to read no
music. Beside this,

vels and listen to all kinds of
I always love to watch my

recorded performances. That is how, I always try
to discover the shortcomings in my perfor-

mances and correct

them.

Aninterestingmemory
It was during a final performance with Sohel,
my dancing partner. He was supposed to come

through the right s

ide of the stage, but as there

was no space he came through the left wing. But 1
had little idea about it and became tensed and
looked around for him in my performance. Then
suddenly, I heard him shouting at me 'Riya, [ am
here, I am here!' and the whole audience started

tolaughatthis.

Guidingprinciples
I maintain the same philosophy in both my
personal and professional life. That is to do my

Jjobwith honesty an

dsincerity.

Art exhibition on AIDS in RU

The premises of Rajshahi University
Central Library turned into an art
gallery recently. Thousands of visi-
tors including students, teachers,
university officials, development
workers and common people rushed
to an exhibition to observe the heart-
rending life-sketch of AIDS patients,
says apressrelease.

Centre of Communication and

Development(CCD) and its wing
organisation Bangladesh Anti-AIDS
Students Alliance BASA-Rajshahi
arranged this exceptional exhibition.
With the slogan 'AIDS Protirodhe
Jago Sobai Ghore Ghore'( Everyone
be aware of the danger of AIDS). The
daylong exhibition was held under
the Communication for AIDS Preven-
tion Project (CAP) being imple-

mented with the support of CARE-
Bangladesh.

A total of 73 art-pieces of the RU
students and a large number of fes-
toons, placards, posters and banners
holding various awareness message
about HIV/AIDS were on display. At
the end of the exhibition, the prize
giving ceremony was held with Prof
Dulal Chandra Biswas, Chairman of
Mass Communication Department of
RU chaired the occasion while student
advisor of RU Prof Zahid Hasan was
the chief guest. Regional Coordinator
of CARE-Bangladesh Dr Mousumi
Ameen and Chairman of Fine Arts
Dept RU Prof Shidhartho Sonkor
Talukder addressed the function as
special guests. Among others, Execu-
tive Director of CCD Golam Mourtoza
and Convenor of BASA-Rajshahi SMA
Hasnat spoke on the occasion.

Speakers, at the function, said,
that art is universal and transcen-
dence time and place. It might be one
of the most effective means of aware-
ness building program on HIV/AIDS.
Many of the messages on killer dis-
ease AIDS can not be easily explained
through words but can be expressed
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Adnan Sami designing a mega
international album:

Singer-composer Adnan
Sami is planning a new
album that would feature a
biginternational star.

'It's a project I am very
excited about, an album of
world music. We are talking
to an international star to
partner in the album,' said
Sami, from Pakistan, raised
in Britain and now settled in
Mumbai.

He however, refused to
say which star he was
negotiating with.

In Bollywood, Sami's new playback projects are director Ram
Gopal Varma's Naach and Madhur Bhandarkar's Page Three. The
new film that he has composed music for is Lucky, starring Salman
Khan.

Sami started to learn the piano at five. It was during a recording
in Stockholm that Sami's ultra-fast piano fingers were noticed.
Since then, Sami has often been called the fastest keyboard player
in the world and the US magazine Keyboard described him as the
'Keyboard discovery of the 90s'.

J-Lo expecting?

Jennifer Lopez is
reported to be expect-
ing her first child.
According to The Sun
the star was spotted
recently strolling at
the Caribbeanbeach.
An onlooker on St
Barts said: 'She's
really glowing and
certainlyhasalittle bit
of something around
herwaist."

J-Lo's marriage to
husband number three, Marc Anthony, in June led
torumours that she was expecting.

The star has made no secret she wants children
buthas complained she has never found the time.

She split from Ben Affleck last year after calling
off theirwedding.

Jo-Lo's previous husbands were dancer Cris
Judd and waiter Ojani Noa.x

Bono says he could have been
a speech writer

Bono says if he wasn't a rock
star he probably would have
made a living as a speech
writer for causes he believes in.
And he admits that he doesn't
think some of his lyrics are
very good.

The 44-year-old U2
frontman told the Los Angeles
Times that when he now listens
to Bad which the band sung at
Live Aid in 1985 he isn't
impressed with the lyrics and
doesn't think their 1987 hit
Where The Streets Have No Namerhymes very well.

Hesays, 'When Ilookat our first 10 years, I just hear unfinished
work; lyrics we never finished because we ran out of studio time. I
hear Badand see what's not there.Ijustseealist of failures."'

.'Feelings are stronger than ideas or words in a song. You can
have 1,000 ideas, but unless you capture an emotion, it's an essay.
'I'm always writing speeches or articles for causes I believe in.
That's probably what I would have done if I wasn't in music, but
that'snotsongwriting,' he said.

Visitors watching paintings at the exhibition through the paintings. Source: Intemet
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