@he Baily Star

Errra KARIM AND NOVERA DEEPITA

HIS is an opportune time for a new

generation of stars to achieve recog-

nition and the old to make way for
the young. The Bafly Star recently spoke toa
group of four young singers whose career
graph is showing an upward trend. These
upcoming artistes are Tutul, Mimi, Rupom
andTanima. A profileof the talented four:
Tutul |
'It's so ironic!’ exclaims Tutul. "All the mem-
bers my family used to sing except for me.
But, as fate has it now; I turned out to be the
professional one!*
Tutul spent around six to seven years in
Kushtia, the birthplace of Lalon Shai and
met several musicians, who really inspired
him. After returning to the city where he
grew up, Chittagong, in 1986, he worked in
different bands like Sparks, Feelings and
finally got into LRB. He was the keyboardist
and the second vocal of the band for a long
time. Some of his songs like Shesh chithi,
Maon re,Shonyiashiniand Pa.rimm werehuge
hits in the mid- 1990s.
Eventually, he Begin to compose music and
made abig name by composing background
musie for various television dramas and
movies. Meanwhile, he kept on singing and
got requests to do more which made him
take singing seriously. His solo album is
Buker Shahore Tumi and among his other
seven or eight mixed albums, he has some
_ really popular songs. Rupom is also the
compaoser and singer of the title composi-
tion of Ronger Manush a popular mega
serial. Fe has sung in the recent widely-
discussed’ movie Bachelor and has also
composédsongsin the movie.
According to Tutul, if cassette companies
can dedigate 30 cassettes out of 100 in a year,
to the younger and upcoming musicians
and artistes, then at least 10 will emerge as
stars in the country . He feels that there is a
great inflow of money in the cultural field,
but the prosperous businessmen just have
to realiseit. "They can buy the cinema halls
and with good security measures, the young
people ofthe different universities, could be
drawn towards a better environment. This
way, along side doing good business, they

shouldbeableto eontribute towards enrich-
ing our cultural énvironment necessary for

quality films,' he maintains.

Tutul also feels that the media should strive
for honesty in society. 'People who are inde-
pendent and free should encourage others
to follow in their footsteps,’ says Tutul, who
adds, "We really don't want any more cor-
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redoubtable and evergreen Lata
Mangeshkar.

Mimi has done a number of stage shows.
However, she evades the all-night shows,
avoiding excessive strain of the voice.
According to Mimi, the visual presentation
of music compositions in Bangladesh are
actually degrading the quality of the songs.
"We are badly in need of people who are able
to use their imaginations and work cre-
atively, thus inspiring the younger genera-
tion,' she says.

Rupom

Inspired by his father Amjad Hossain,
Rupom began to sing folk songs from an
early age. He was an active member of the
band Windsome from Khulna where he

as the spontaneous singing of Kal ho na
ho, by 700 students at Dhaka Medical
College.

Rupom says, he draws inspiration from
the works of artistes such as Mohammad

The visual presentation of
music compositions in
Bangladesh are actually
degrading the quality of

mUSiciaﬂS and artistes, performed in many shows. After moving to the songs Mimi
the'“ at least 10 W|“ Dhaka, he began singing in various kinds of e
live programmes and eventually became
emerge as stars in the one of the best 15 in the first Benson &
Hedges Star Search Contest 1999, B
cnuntry... Tutul A major watershed in his career was in 2001
wher Aya D BRcHElTE Bve im S OpEoNLS Rafi, James and Ayub Bachchu. 'The

ruption in our culture. [nstead of providing
ridiculous titles to the undeserving people,
lets make ita pointto claimreal artistes.”
Mimi :

Known as Mimi to her family and her
friends, Mimi Farhana Haque began the
ABC's of singing even before she learnt to
speak properly. Her parents, teachers in

nity to sing in a mixed album titled Mon

- Jawle; where the title-song was sung by
~ Rupom.

So far, Rupom has released seven mixed
albums and one solo album titled Rodela

| try to keep the original
tunes intact and often use

institutions, had always encouraged her
passion for music. Along the way, she won .a mudem tﬂuch to atiract
several prizes: 12 national awards, Cham- the auule“ce... Hupom

pionin the National Children Artistes Award
1990, the Best Female Vocal Award in the
Benson and Hedges Star Search 2001 and
many more.

She began her career as a playback singer
with a number for the movie Nil Daria. Till
date, Mimi has sung in at least 30 mavies.
Among her six released albums, she has one
solo album, two albums filled with remakes
of old Bangla numbers and compositions in
three mixed albums. She has also sung three
jingles so far. She is now working with her
new remix album, with Chandan, the popu-
lar composer. Mimi has been inspired by the

Meye. He is also a familiar name in catchy
advertising jingles. Cute Shampoo, Ruchi
Chanachur and Dutch Bangla Bank are a
few of his 30 jingles sung so far. In 2002,
Rupom began his playback singing and
till now has sungin 30 movies.

Rupom says, he has had a good experi-
ence performing Bangla songs for subur-
ban spectators rather than the city folks
who only listen to Hindi music, He recalls
the high points of his singing career, such

market in Bangladesh is small and that's
why-the music selection is sometimes
very difficult," he points out, adding that,
‘1 select songs according to the audicnce.
The older crowd yearns [or the songs of
the yesteryears. [ try to keep the original
tunes intact and often use a modern
touch to attract the audience. The youn-
ger crowd however, wants to listen to
Hindi numbers during stage shows. The
videos that are based on these shows are
quite unappealing. [ feel that lively pre-
sentation and videos will enhance the
public taste for our melodious Bangla
songs,' says Rupom

In conclusion, Rupom compliments
directors such as Ferdous Bappi, Zubair
Babu and Ringo who has left for India.
Tanima

Tanima Hadi, daughter of the celebrated
artiste Abdul Hadi, was inspired into music
while listening to her older sisters' music
lessons with their Ustads. 'My father never
really had the time to actually sit and teach
me,’ said Tanima. 'l would listen to a lot of
music tapes, folk songs and a variety of
compositions. That's how [ actually learnt
music. Later on, my father realised my
intense interest in music, He then began to
train me, emphasising on style, pronuncia-
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tion and expression.' She also received her
formal training from Ram Gopal Mahato
and Leo | Barol.

A graduate from the Independent Univer-
sity of Bangladesh (IUB) in Communica-
tions, she plans to leave for the University
of Hawaii very soon to begin her post-
graduate studies in communications. 'l never
considered myself to be a part of any compe-
tition, since I was never really in the commer-
cial market in the first place,’ Tanima contin-
ued. "Whenlwas instandard 10, a production
company invited me to sing for an album.
Though I recorded the remake of my father's
compositions, for some reason, these num-
bers were never released. Later on, Channel i
came out with the music videos of these
compositionsand telecastthem.'

Besides her father, Tanima has been
inspired by Sabina Yasmeen and Shahnaz
Rahmatullah. One of the problems that
Tanima faced was acceptance in the music
industry as a new artiste. "The market in
Bangladesh is very small,’ maintained
Tanima. 'Since I could not come up with

Since | could not come up
with any commercial

OBSERVANCE OF TAGORE'S DEATH ANNIVERSARY

Mesmerising songs and
discussions at
Bangla Academy

AFSAR AHMED

Though it was two days past Srabon
22  the death anniversary of the
Nobel laureate Rabindranath
Tagore; itwasn't toolate to observe
the day. One has to give the credit to
the organiser for arranging such a
fine programme consisting of
discussions and solo Rabindra
Sangeet performance by Papya
Sarwar on AugustB.

The first part marked with
discussions where Profassor
Mohammed Hamidul Haque and
Dr. Narayan Chandra Biswas pre-
sented keynotes on 'Rabindranath
Tagore's English Learning Tools'
and 'Rabindranath Tagore's San-
skrit Learning Tools' respectively.
The programme was presided over
by Professor Mahmud Shah
Quraishi while Mansur Musa, the,
Director Genera! of Bangla Acad-

speaking methods. But he always
believed that to learn English prop-
erly one has to have strong base of
one's mother tongue'. "Though the
debate on leamning method is still
going on, but we need fo learn from
Tagore's learning tools which he
created for the children and named
it Shahaj Path'.

In his speech Mahmud Shah
Quuraishisaid, 'We should follow the
footsteps of the great poet for his
time tested methods of learning
English and Sanskrit."

After the gripping discussion,
acclaimed Rabindra Sangeet artiste
Papya Sarwar mesmerised the
crowd with her solo performance,
She started with O amaar desher
mati in chorus with the students of
Geetoshudha. Then she rendered
Jodi tor daak shuney keu naa ashey
in chorus too. The audience were
quite surprised as it was the solo

emy gave the introductory speech.

Papya Sarwar rendering a chorus with the students of Geetoshudha

'Rabindranath was greatly
influenced by Sanskrit literature,
especially poet Kalidas had a great
impact on him. Indeed he was
dreaming of the female characters
of Kalidas's creations', said Narayan
Chandra Biswas. ' From his child-
hood he had learnt Sanskrit from
the house tutors and his father
Debendronath Thakur. He believed
that only through Sanskrit we can
understand our language perfectly
and that's why he composed books

for-the children-to learn- Sansksie-

Even in the Shantiniketan days he
persuaded others to learn the
ancientlanguage’, he continued.
While talking on
Rabindranath's scientific English
learning method Hamidul Haque
said, "Tagore, was modern in his

programme by the artiste. But then
she rendered a good number of
solos to the audience's delight.
Shammukhe shantir parabar,
which was created for the drama
Dakghar touched the hearts of the
audience. Then she rendéred Onek
kotha bolechhiley , which was com-

posed in memory of the poet's wile
Mrinalini Devi. Oi maloti lota doley,
Hridoyer ekul okul, Ogo tumi
ponchodoshi, Aamar moner koner
bairey, Shawana gagane ghar
" ghanghata and Eunjr?m raho raho.
shathey were compelling. Next,

Papya rendered a fewlines of some

requested songs. The musical ses-

sion was rounded up by her favour-

ite numbers Jokhon porbey naa mor
payer chinno and Gram chhara of
ranga matir pathin chorus with the

audience.

numbers, | was not time to accept new methods by
! giving priority to listening and

immediately accepted in

the industry... Tanima

any commercial numbers, [ was not imme-
diately accepted in the industry. 1 also feel
that my compositions were not marketed
in a proper way,' she added. Tanima claims
that she was actually brought into the
limelight by the popular singer and com-
poser Ayub Bacchu.

‘At the time when I was completely sure that
[ wanted to get into professional singing, I
mentioned it to my father,' she exclaimed.
"That's when he spoke to Ayub Bacchu who
helped meout with my career.'

More Oprah for
Everyone

Emmy-winning talk show host Oprah
Winfrey will be gubbing at least
through the 2010-11 season, which
will mark her 25th year in syndication.
The self-mude billionaire has extended
her television syndication contract for
three more years with King World
Productions, distributor of The Oprah
Winfrey Show, immediately signing np
seven key ABC-owned stations,
including those in Los Angeles, New
York and Chicago.
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