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American Andre Agassi celebrates after beating compatriot Andy Roddick in the Cincinnati Masters semifinal on 
August 7.

AFP, Cincinnati

Andre Agassi will play for his first 
title in over a year at the 2.4 mil-
lion-dollar Masters Series here 
thanks to a classic 7-5, 6-7, 7-6 
victory over defending champion 
Andy Roddick in the semifinals on 
Saturday. 

"This is as good of a match as 
you ever play," Agassi said of the 
2hr 6min thriller. 

"When two guys are playing 
well, pushing the standard, and 
then the bar keeps getting raised, 
it's just rare. It doesn't happen a 
lot." 

Roddick added: "It's disap-
pointing, but he played great. I 
was hanging on the whole time.  
He didn't really give me an open 
look, you know. There weren't a 
lot of unforced errors, and that's 
as clean as someone has hit the 
ball against me." 

The 11th-seeded Agassi won 
the last of his 58 career titles at the 
US Clay Courts in Houston in 
April 2003 - that was 17 tourna-
ments ago. 

The last time Agassi reached a 
final was at the year-end Tennis 
Masters Cup last December, 
where he fell to Roger Federer. 

"It's week to week for me, and 
I'm always getting asked about 
retirement except for tonight," 
Agassi said with a smile. "That's 
the life I'm living now. I'm just 
going to go out there and try to 
produce." 

Agassi's victory over the sec-
ond-seeded Roddick set him up 
for a final outing against Lleyton 
Hewitt, who holds a 4-3 edge over 
him in their career meetings. 

Hewitt's 6-3, 6-2 victory over 
unseeded Tommy Robredo of 
Spain gave the Australian a 
chance at a third title of the sea-

son. 

By the time Agassi scored two 
mini-breaks in the third set tie-
breaker, breaking Roddick in the 
third and sixth points to secure 
the win, he was so happy he went 
skipping across the court after 
hugging Roddick at the net. 

Roddick said that despite 
Agassi's recent struggles, he knew 
better than to take the veteran 
lightly. 

"If you know one thing, it's not 
to write Andre Agassi off," 
Roddick said. "You guys had him 
written off seven years ago. So, 
you know, he thrives on that. 

"I'm disappointed that I lost, 
but part of me is happy that he 
just let his racquet do the talking, 
and it's saying something." 

At 34, Agassi is 13 years older 
than Roddick, but that didn't 
prevent him from improving his 
career record to 5-1 against his 
younger colleague. 

Roddick took issue with a 
number of line calls during the 
first two sets and spent a number 
of changeovers berating umpire 
Norm Chryst. 

In the first set, Roddick was 
able to save two break points on 
his serve in the fifth game, but was 
not as lucky in the 11th game. 

He double faulted twice to give 
Agassi two set points. He saved 
the first with a second serve ace, 
but netted a forehand on the next. 

In the second set, neither 
player could break serve, forcing 
the tiebreaker. 

It was in the second set tie-
breaker where Agassi struggled 
for the first time in the match, 
putting himself in trouble by 
losing his serve on the second and 
third points with two crucial 
forehand unforced errors. 

For Roddick, who heads to the 
Olympics next week, the loss 
hardly dents his impressive 
recent match record - he has won 

25 of 28 matches since June 
including titles at Queen's Club 
and Indianapolis and defeats to 
F e d e r e r  i n  t h e  f i n a l s  a t  
Wimbledon and Toronto. 

Earlier Saturday, the 10th-
seeded Hewitt kept his impres-
sive statistic of losing only one 
service game all week long alive, 
never even offering the 27th-
ranked Robredo a break point. 

"I think I'm serving well," 
Hewitt said. "Yesterday, I didn't 
feel like I served great, but my 
second serve held up extremely 
well against Marat (Safin). 

"Today I felt like my first serve 
came back together and I served 
well out there. I didn't give him a 
lot of opportunities on my service 
games to really get into the games 
at all." 

Agassi reaches final

Mauresmo,
Likhovtseva 
showdown 
AFP, Montreal

Second-seeded Amelie Mauresmo of 

France will try to claim her second 

Canadian WTA title Sunday when she 

takes on Russian Elena Likhovtseva in 

the final of the 1.3 million-dollar 

tournament. 

Mauresmo advanced Saturday 

with a 7-6 (8/6), 6-2 semi-final win over 

Russian Vera Zvonareva, seeded 10th. 

Likhovtseva, 29, defeated French 

Open champion Anastasia Myskina 6-

3, 5-7, 6-4. 

Likovtseva's victory over her third-

seeded compatriot followed wins this 

week over fifth seed Jennifer Capriati, 

eighth seed Nadia Petrova and number 

11 Francesca Schiavone. 

AFP, Athens

After a snail's 

p a c e  s t a r t ,  

Olympic ticket 

sales on Sunday 

put on a burst of 

speed into the 

final straight 

b e f o r e  t h e  

Games open, as 

long lines of 

would-be spectators waited outside 

ticket booths in Athens to make a last-

minute purchase. 

"I decided to go watch the Games, 

but, just like Greeks do, I'm buying 

tickets at the last minute," said Costas 

Hamos, a middle-aged transport 

company owner from Athens, one of 

around 100 Greeks who lined up in front 

of a ticket sales booth in central Athens. 

"I have already bought a few tickets 

and I'm back for more," said Panayiotis 

Pavlakis, another Athenian standing in 

line. 

Since Monday, Games organisers 

ATHOC have been announcing new 

daily ticket sales records every 24 hours. 

More than 54,000 tickets were sold on 

Friday, a huge rise from the 4,500 that 

were sold daily in June. 

The last-minute surge has helped to 

dispel fears that the Games could take 

place in half-empty stadiums. Only 2.2 

million out of a total 5.3 million tickets 

had been sold by August 3, 10 days 

before the Games' opening ceremony. 

Between the middle of May and 

mid-June, tickets could be booked 

online and then either picked up at 

ticket booths when they opened or be 

sent to the purchasers' homes. But 

computer-shy Greeks shunned that 

option. 

"I surf on the web frequently, but I 

didn't bother to book tickets from 

there," said Pavlakis, a 19-year-old 

student. 

ATHOC spokesman Michalis 

Zaharatos said Saturday that Athens 

could repeat Sydney's 2000 perfor-

mance, where one million tickets were 

sold during the Games. 

In the last few days before the 

Games, new ticket booths were pop-

ping up all over the city, and a ticket 

black market has materialised -- a clear 

indicator, some observers said, that 

demand is finally on the rise. 

Ads in Athens freesheets offered 

tickets for sold-out Olympic events, 

such as the Games' opening and closing 

ceremonies and the athletics finals. 

"Anybody interested in swimming 

tickets?" a man shouted at hopeful 

purchasers waiting in line Sunday. 

Organisers have also begun a mas-

sive advertising campaign to boost 

ticket sales. 

Showing footage from the Greek 

national football team's stunning 

success in this summer's European 

football championships, the ads urge 

Greeks to go to the Games to experience 

"new moments of glory". 

With more than 400 athletes, Greece 

is fielding the biggest Olympic team in 

its history, hoping to at least equal its 

tally of 13 medals at the 2000 Sydney 

Games. 

The country's biggest medal hope is 

2000 Olympic champion over 200 

metres, Costas Kenteris. 

"I want athletics tickets. If they tell 

me there are only some for 200 euros 

left, I'll buy them," said engineer 

Andreas Charalambopoulosas he 

waited in line. 

Others were waiting for what Greeks 

consider more esoteric sports. 

"I came to buy baseball tickets. 

They're not expensive and baseball is 

such a strange sport -- I just want to see 

what it looks like," Pavlakis said. 

But Athenians anxious for a ticket 

still had to square off with old-

fashioned Greek disorganisation. 

Would-be spectators outside the 

booth on Korais Square were left wait-

ing for two hours in the hot sun because 

sales managers had failed to inform the 

public that the Sunday opening time 

had been put back from the usual 10:00 

am on weekdays to 12 noon. 

"It was only yesterday that they told 

us we'll open on 12 Sundays and I didn't 

have time to change the notice," the 

kiosk manager apologised to the 

grumbling crowd. 

Pittman still 
hopeful 
AFP, Athens

World 400 metres hurdles champion 

Jana Pittman says she is still hopeful 

of making this month's Athens 

Olympics after undergoing emer-

gency knee surgery in London.

Australia's best hope for an athlet-

ics gold medal, Pittman was diag-

nosed with a torn cartilage after 

injuring herself during the warm-up 

at a meeting in Zurich on Friday.

Australian Olympic Committee 

vice-president Peter Montgomery 

told a news conference in Athens that 

Pittman had come through arthro-

scopic surgery well and "there was 

still hope she would participate".

Speaking outside a hospital in 

London, Pittman told reporters: "I 

have been given a bit more of chance 

than I originally gave myself.

"The doctors certainly have not 

ruled out the possibility of me run-

ning in Athens," she said on Sunday, 

leaning on crutches. "I have healed 

very quickly in the past. Any chance is 

a chance."

     Her event heats start on August 21, 

leaving her less than two weeks to 

recover as she has two days before her 

first race to confirm her entry.

"We will give her the absolute 

maximum opportunity to be able to 

compete," said Montgomery.

The 21-year-old landed awk-

wardly after clearing a hurdle and was 

taken to hospital for scans where she 

was diagnosed with a "complicated 

tear".

Tickets start selling

Name . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

. .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   

Class. . . . . . .. Roll No. . . . . . . . 

School Address . . . .  . . . . . . . . 

. . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Phone: (If any)  . . . . . . . . . . . . .

1. Who clinched the national 

tennis men's  crown?
       Pasia                 Amal                    Murad

       

2. How many Test wickets has 
Shane  Warne taken?

      519 527        434              

3. Who won the Wimbledon 

men's title?

       Agassi        Federer   Henman

4. Who lifted the Wimbledon 

women's  crown?

 Serena       Sharapova          Venus           

Competition closes at 8 pm 
August 20, 2004 and draw

Tick the correct answers, post to 

Win attractive prizes

COMPETITION 215

SL remain
unchanged
REUTERS, Galle

Sri Lanka announced an unchanged 

15-man squad for the second Test 

against South Africa which starts in 

Colombo on August 11. 

SQUAD: Marvan Atapattu (Captain), 

S a n a t h  J a y a s u r i y a ,  K u m a r  

Sangakkara, Mahela Jayawardene, 

Tillakaratne Dilshan, Chaminda 

Vaas, Farveez Maharoof, Lasith 

Malinga, Muttiah Muralitharan, 

Nuwan Zoysa, Thilan Samaraweera, 

Rangana Herath, Romesh Kaluwi-

tharana, Upul Chandana, Ian Daniel.

Incredible! 
AFP, London

Police were called to the first Test 

between England and the West Indies 

after a knife-wielding MCC member 

threatened another spectator who was 

using a mobile phone, a British newspa-

per said Sunday. 

The 37-year-old suspect reportedly 

confronted a fellow member of the 

Marylebone Cricket Club on July 23 

during the opening test against the West 

Indies at Lords, the most revered of 

England's cricket grounds. 

The Sunday Telegraph said the 46-

year-old alleged victim was threatened 

after being spotted using a mobile in 

the members' stand at the northwest 

London ground. 

The paper added he is believed to have 

said it was a computer game -- but was 

then allegedly faced with a knife. 

Several members tried to stop the 

confrontation, and the suspect is 

reported to have then fled from the 

ground. 

The paper said the MCC -- which 

displays signs around the ground 

requesting spectators not use mobile 

phones -- had launched an investiga-

tion. 

"We were called to the Upper 

Tavern, a stand at Lord's cricket 

ground, on July 23 after a man aged 37 

allegedly drew a knife on another man, 

aged 46," a polcie spokesman said 

Saturday. 

REUTERS, Galle

South Africa captain Graeme Smith 

believes his team will take a psychologi-

cal advantage over Sri Lanka into this 

week's second Test after escaping with a 

draw in the series opener on Sunday.

Sri Lanka had been widely expected 

to go 1-0 up in the two-match series by 

bowling on a crumbling fifth-day pitch, 

but South Africa's top order defied the 

home spinners, batting out the day to 

finish on 203 for three.

"Two months ago, people must have 

been questioning whether the match 

was going to last five days, or whether we 

would be able to bat out the final day," 

Smith told reporters.

"This is a huge, positive step for us," 

he added. 

"We played some serious cricket and 

go to Colombo with more confidence 

than Sri Lanka.

"We have a got a few things we can 

improve on but, at the moment, they (Sri 

Lanka) are asking more questions than 

we are. I am really proud, though, of the 

way the guys have performed."

Smith led from the front on the last 

day, shrugging aside ill-health to make 

his team's top score of 74.

"I suffered a bit today," he said. 

"I lost five kilos in the first session, 

but I am getting stronger. Hopefully by 

the next Test match I will be alright," he 

said.

Sri Lanka captain Marvan Atapattu 

gave credit to the discipline shown by 

South Africa's batsmen.

"I thought they worked to a plan and 

they achieved that," he said.

However, Atapattu was surprised the 

pitch did not offer more assistance to his 

bowlers on the final day.

"We did not see anything jumping 

out of the footmarks, which is unusual in 

Galle," he said.

"People thought we would go one-

nil up here but it didn't happen. We now 

have to go to Colombo and do our best 

there."

Off-spinner Muttiah Murali-tharan, 

prevented by the International Cricket 

Council from bowling his 'doosra' (his 

leg break) delivery, was unusually 

ineffective on the last-day pitch.

The world's most prolific wicket-

taker toiled away for 20 overs, returning 

figures of one for 37.

"It is a bit unusual from a captain's 

point of view to see him (Murali) not 

taking the number of wickets that he 

normally does," Atapattu said.

"Their batters handled him pretty 

well, but he is playing a Test match after 

a long time.

Muralitharan pulled out of the 

recent two-Test series in Australia after 

controversy concerning his bowling 

action.

"The authorities have asked him to 

stop bowling one of his key weapons 

and he has to readjust his bowling 

pattern and thinking," Atapattu added.

'A great result' 
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Bangladeshi-born beauty just months 

into her new job as PA to FA executive 

director David Davies.

Faria also revealed that Eriksson's 

fiery Italian girlfriend Nancy was 

prone to 'volcanic' rages at their 

London home and even threw plates 

at him during rows.

Sven told Faria he had not had sex 

with ex-lawyer Nancy for over a year 

and had repeatedly tried to give her 

the brush-off.

Faria described her affair with the 

football boss and claims he bedded 

her again and again as he tried to 

recover from his team's performance 

in Euro 2004.

She said she loves Eriksson and 

wants him back. And she even hinted 

that she would contemplate marriage 

with him.

"I vowed that I would never marry 

again but I was so in love with Sven 

that had he popped the question I 

really think I would have said yes." 

The couple got together, she says, 

at his luxury villa in Sweden. Eriksson 

called her and begged her to join him 

when England were knocked out of the 

tournament.

She said: "As I walked through the 

door of his magnificent home, he held 

me in his arms and gave me an incredi-

bly passionate kiss."

Faria said Eriksson told her he 

wanted to see her again. 

"I replied I hope so. I want to see 

you. I told him I couldn't wait to see 

him on his return to London. But 

before he got back our affair had been 

discovered."

Faria added: "I feel sorry for Nancy. 

Not only does she look like a drag 

queen but she's latched on to some-

one who clearly doesn't love her.

"He told me she was incredibly 

bad- tempered, always flying off the 

handle. He said she chucked lots of 

plates at him and laughed, 'we have a 

All guns blazing Faria 
huge crockery bill!" 

"He never said he was scared of her 

but he clearly was. He told me 'She is 

mad, absolutely mad'."

Faria launched a blistering attack 

on the FA for the way it tried to sacri-

fice Eriksson to save Palios when a 

newspaper made clear it knew about 

the former secretary's affairs with both 

men.

She said she was 'shocked and 

disgusted' by former FA communica-

tions director Colin Gibson's proposal 

that if Palios was left out of the scandal 

she would have to tell them all about 

Eriksson.

Palios and Gibson have both 

resigned in the fallout from the scan-

dal, while Eriksson has survived. The 

FA board ruled on Thursday that he 

has no case to answer.

Faria said: 'I flatly refused to lie for 

them and now their disgraceful plot 

has been exposed.

'Sven has done nothing wrong but 

the FA was willing to sacrifice him to 

get Palios off the hook. Like me he was 

hung out to dry by the FA.'

Eriksson had made no secret of the 

fact he wanted Faria and pursued her 

relentlessly for seven months.

She said that at a lunch in January 

at Kettner's restaurant in Soho, 

Eriksson tried to kiss her and insisted 

his relationship with Nancy was over. 

Faria said: "He said, 'You are a very 

beautiful woman. When a man wants 

something he goes and gets it and I 

want you. I said, 'What about Nancy?' 

He replied, 'There is nothing going on 

with us."

"I told him I'd have to go. As I tried 

to leave he put his hands on the door to 

stop me opening it. Then he kissed me 

on the lips. I thought he just wanted 

me as another notch on his bedpost 

and I went on to have sex with Palios."

Faria found herself between the 

two most powerful men in English 

football at a Christmas dinner in 

Banqueting House, London.

She said: 'I knew Sven had been 

vying for my attention and looking at 

me a lot but I was turned towards Mark 

Palios,talking to him about foot-ball. 

Then I felt a leg start to stroke up and 

down my leg. It was Sven's. I asked him 

what he was doing but he just smirked 

and told me to 'ssssshhhhh'.'

Faria accused the England boss of 

'abandoning' her and said she now 

feels isolated. She added: 'I just wish 

he would call me one more time so I 

could tell him how much I love him.'

FROM PAGE 13

 kicked it in an attempt to save his 

wicket but instead hit the ball on to 

the stumps. 

He faced 209 balls and hit five 

fours after taking 142 deliveries 

to reach his sixth fifty, which 

came with a single to mid-on off 

Muralitharan. 

Kallis, who had scored an 

aggressive 51 in the first innings, 

was more subdued in the second 

innings hitting six fours off 129 

balls. 

Earlier,  South Africa lost 

Boeta Dippenaar (11) caught by 

Mahela Jayawardene at silly-

point off Muralitharan but the 

batsmen batted well thereafter. 

Martin Van Jaarsveld, who 

scored 37 in the first innings, 

once again fell when he looked 

set for a big score. He was 

trapped lbw by off-spinner 

Tillakaratne Dilshan for 29 off 74 

balls with five fours. 

The second Test will be held 

at the Sinhalese Sports Club 

g r o u n d  i n  C o l o m b o  f r o m  

Wednesday. 

SCOREBOARD
Scoreboard on the fifth and final 

day of the first Test between Sri 

Lanka and South Africa at the 

Galle International Stadium on 

Sunday: 

SRI LANKA: First innings 486 

(Jayawardene 237, Vaas 69,  

Sanga-kkara 58, Kaluwitharana 

33; Pollock 4-48, Hayward 3-81) 

SOUTH AFRICA: First innings 

376 (Rudolph 102, Kallis 59, 

Dippenaar 46, Van Jaarsveld 37, 

Boje 31; Muralitharan 4-130) 

SRI LANKA: Second innings 214-

9 decl (Jayasuriya 74; Boje 5-88) 

SOUTH AFRICA: Second innings 

(overnight 7-0) 

S m i t h  b  

C h a n d a n a  

74 

Dippenaar c Jayawardene 

b 

M u r a l i t h a r a n

 11 

V a n  J a a r s v e l d  l b w  b  

D i l s h a n  

29 

K a l l i s  n o t  

out 52 

R u d o l p h  n o t  

out 27 

Extras: (b-1, lb-4, nb-3, w-

2) 10 

Smith inspires SA 
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Saturday, he is not yet in a position to 

play a five-day Test match and so he 

has not been selected for this squad," 

Graveney added. 

West Indies, who have lost 30 of 

their last 40 Tests overseas, had a boost 

S a t u r d a y  w h e n  t h e y  t h r a s h e d  

Derbyshire by 315 runs in their final 

warm-up match. 

F a s t  b o w l e r  F i d e l  E d w a r d s  

strengthened his case for a recall with 

10 for 83, his maiden 10-wicket haul in 

first-class cricket. 

SQUAD
Michael Vaughan (Yorkshire, capt), 

James Anderson (Lancashire), Andrew 

Flintoff (Lancashire), Gareth Batty 

(Worcestershire) ,  Ashley Giles  

(Warwickshire), Stephen Harmison 

(Durham), Matthew Hoggard (York-

shire), Geraint Jones (Kent, wkt), 

Simon Jones (Glamorgan), Robert Key 

(Kent), Andrew Strauss (Middlesex), 

Marcus Trescothick (Somerset), 

Graham Thorpe (Surrey) 

Eng call for Batty 

B'desh to take 
part in Bridge 
Olympiad
SPORTS REPORTER

The Bangladesh national team will 

take part in the Bridge Olympiad to be 

held from October 23 to November 6, 

2004 in Istanbul, Turkey.

Syed Shujauddin Ahmed's team 

qualified for the event. 

The six-member team -- Syed 

Shujauddin Ahmed, Nitya Gopal 

Saha, Khondoker Mobinul Islam, 

AKM Rafiqul Hossain Siddique, Md 

Anisul Haque and Md Hasinur 

Rahaman Talukder. 

FROM PAGE 13

wealth Games in Manchester and the 

SAF Games in Islamabad this year has 

raised expectations but the 18-year-

old, a product of the BKSP, had no 

lofty aspirations.

"We are all enthralled by the name 

of Athens. I am really excited but at the 

same time, I have to be realistic. My 

current score is 590 which is ten points 

less than the world championship 

standard and it is almost impossible to 

close that gap and reach the last 

eight," said Asif.

But the teenager from Pabna is a 

firm believer in miracles. "I will be the 

happiest man on earth if I qualify for 

the last eight. At the moment, it is just 

daydreams. But this is an event where 

miracles can happen!" beamed Asif.

"I won the gold medal in the 

C o m m o n w e a l t h  G a m e s  f r o m  

nowhere even though the score was 

still two points less than my normal 

standard. But this time around it will 

be extremely difficult to overcome the 

deficit.

'I am now trying to adjust to the 

new technique I have learnt during 

my 49-day stint in Germany. I have 

some basic flaws. That's why I will be 

happy if I maintain my standard 590 

points with the new technique," said 

Asif.

For swimmer Dolly Akhter, it will 

be her second Olympics but she was 

desperately looking forward to make 

amends for a nightmarish introduc-

tion to the Games four years ago in 

Sydney. 

"I got disqualified from the trials 

for a false start. I don't want to make 

the same mistake again. I had trained 

in Thailand and China recently which 

I believe has helped me improve," said 

the diminutive swimmer who will 

compete in the 100 metre breast-

strokes.

Dolly, fellow swimmer Jewel 

Ahmed and athletes Mohammed 

Shamsuddin and Chumki had trained 

in Bangkok for a month in preparation 

for the Games.

"We don't expect to achieve any-

thing from the Olympics but we 

believe the experience will help us 

bring success for the country in Asian 

l e v e l  c o m p e t i t i o n s , "  s a i d  

B a n g l a d e s h ' s  f a s t e s t  m a n  

Shamsuddin.

Jewel will take part in the 100m 

breaststroke. The lanky Navy man 

said that the month's training in 

Bangkok was an eye-opener for him. 

"In swimming there is lot of things 

you need to learn for competing at 

world level which we probably never 

would have known if we hadn't been 

to Bangkok," said Jewel.

Heartbreak 

Gunners lift
Community 
Shield
AFP, Cardiff

Arsenal got their 2004/05 season off 

to the perfect start by reclaiming the 

Community Shield from Manchester 

United with a 3-1 victory in the 

traditional curtain raiser to the 

English football season here on 

Sunday. 

Second half strikes from Brazilian 

midfielder Gilberto Silva and man-

of-the-match Jose Antonio Reyes 

and a late own goal by Mikael 

Silvestre allowed the Gunners to run 

out comfortable winners in an enter-

taining match. Alan Smith pulled 

one back for his new club. 
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