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Sharapova
bows out

AFP, Montreal

Top seed Amelie Mauresmo of France
and third seed Anastasia Myskina
advanced to the quarterfinals of a 1.3
million-dollar WTA hardcourt tourna-
ment here Thursday but Russian teen
Maria Sharapova was eliminated.

Mauresmo ousted Russia's Elena
Bovina 6-2, 3-6, 6-2 to book a
quarterfinal date against Croatia's
Karolina Sprem, who defeated
Sugiyama 6-3, 6-4, in another third-
round match.

Russian beauty Maria Shara-pova,
the sixth seed, was upset by compatriot
Vera Zvonareva in three sets 4-6, 6-4, 6-
4.

French Open champion Myskina
breezed past American Chanda Rubin
6-4, 6-0 to reach the quarters. She said
her Roland Garros win has given her
more confidence on the tour.

Third seeded Mauresmo overcame a
poor second set to beat Tamarine
Tanasugarn of Thailand, 6-4, 1-6, 6-2 on
Tuesday.

Indo-Pak team to
take on World XI

ﬁl Cricket

CRICINFO, undated

A plan has been mooted to organise a
series between a combined India-
Pakistan XI and the Rest of the World.
The matches, which would be jointly
organised by the Citizens Council for a
Better Tomorrow (CCBT) and 9 Yards
Sports & Entertainment, is likely to
comprise four one-dayers played
around the world, in Mumbai, Kolkata,
Manchester and Lahore.

The organisers hope that the series
can be held either late this year or in the
beginning of 2005. The two main stum-
bling blocks, which are yet to be over-
come, are the permission from the
respective cricket boards -- quite apart
from the go-ahead from the
International Cricket Council -- and
squeezing the series into the packed
international calendar.

However, Sanjay Jha of 9 Yards
Sports & Entertainment was confident
of overcoming these hurdles. The
Indian Express quoted him as saying:
"We are confident that the respective
boards will give the green signal as we
want to have the matches either in
September after the Champions Trophy
or January when the players will be free
from their commitments to their
respective countries.

"Though the players including Ricky
Ponting and Adam Gilchrist, who will
turn out for the Rest of the World, have
agreed to play, we are still to get permis-
sion from the ICC and respective cricket
boards."

Jha also confirmed that this will be
called the Sadbhavana [meaning
Goodwill] series. With the cream of
international talent set to be on show,
this event, if held, is definitely a
mouthwatering prospect.

WI wobble again

IW' Cricket

AFP, Derby

held their catches they might have been
inanevenworse position.

Dwayne Smith top scored with 55
but was put down three times in a West
Indies innings where only three other

Extras: (Ib-7, w-1,nb-2) 10
Total: (Alloutin40.1 overs) 223

Fall of wkts: 1-52 2-85 3-103 4-109 5-159
6-1827-2098-2109-21410-223.

Kenya 360-4

AFP, Nairobi

Former Kenya cricket captain Maurice
Odumbe resumed his batting and showed
he was still in perfect form with an
unbeaten 36 against Pakistan A in the first
day of the four-day game at Nairobi's Sir
AliMuslim Club.

Odumbe, whose international future
hangs in the balance, came to the crease
when the home side were four wickets
down and partnered Ravindu Shah to
bring up the score to 360 for four at the
closeon Thursday.

Butitwas Shah who stole the limelight.
The Kenyan innings were built around the
right-hand batsman, who finished with a
brilliant170notout.

With opening partner Kennedy
Obuya, Shah put on 105 runs for the first
wicket before Obuya was caught behind
by the Pakistan wicketkeeper Kamran
Akmal.

Akmal also took account of the Kenyan
captain Steve Tikolo. Tikolo, on 80 was
racing to his second century of the series
when he was caught behind off the bowl-
ing of Junaid Zia who took two wickets in
thematch.

Kenya will resume their batting on
Friday.

BU down Russel

FROM PAGE 13
maximum points from three matches
while Russel has seven points from
four matches.

Brothers coach Naimuddin was
satisfied with his boys' performance
although they missed lot of scoring

It doesn't get any bitter

AFC
£y ASIAN CUP

CHINA SO

w0 AT 208

AFP, Beijing

China and Japan come face to face
Saturday to settle old scores in an
Asian Cup final match that has been
dragged through the political mud.

China are looking to lift the silver-
ware for the first time while defend-
ing champions Japan are intent on
keeping it out of their arch rival's
hands.

While the players will be trying to
focus on the football, the match has
assumed political connotations with
senior leaders from both countries
chippingin with comments about the
booingantics of Chinese fans.

Japan's team and national
anthem has been heckled through-
out the championship, with specta-
tors pelted by plastic bottles as China
bristles aboutJapan's war-time past.

Tokyo made a formal protest
while China hit back with its own
complaints over a gaffe that saw
Taiwan identified as its own country
in the Japanese Football
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arm seamer Monjurul Islam.

The Tigers will start their train-
ing for the Champions Trophy on
August 9. They will leave Dhaka on

the batting, came in at number five
because of a viral infection.

Left-arm seamer Chaminda Vaas
and part-time off-spinner Tillakaratne
Dilshan took a wicket each after the

Extras: (b-14,1b-8,nb-10, w-1) 33
Total: (Forsevenwktsin

124 overs) 347
Fall of wkts: 1-84, 2-96, 3-168, 4-213, 5-
225,6-287,7-295

Narayan, Burdeep, Mintoo, Asif,
Kamal, Asad (Apu), Jalal, Bulbul

have been entitled to a compensation
package deal worth 14 million
pounds (25.5 million dollars).
England's next match is a friendly
against Ukraine on August 18 at St

Forget

38.

"Pole axed" was the back page
headline in the Sun, Britain's biggest-
selling daily tabloid, which predicted
that Eriksson would be sacked if

confirmed chief executive Mark
Palios also had an affair with Alam.
Both Palios and FA communica-
tions director Colin Gibson, who tried
to broker a deal with Sunday tabloid

peace of mind

"One bad result in 2006 World Cup
qualifying will reignite resentment and
have some FA figures wondering if
thereisanywaytoberid ofhim," itsaid.

Under the sober headline 'Eriksson
has no case to answer,' the broadsheet

-
-

ERS |

Mutu heads
for Juve

August 26 for London. second new ball was taken in the last 30wler 202 M 4R w James' Park. lzi(r)logflsar‘l/\(;l l(l)cslt glther of 11.1f('3xt moth's the News Of the quld in W.hiCh h'e Times asked Alam's publicist Max AFP, London
Bangladesh's first group match session. aas 9 5 1 hev begin thei alifyi : . or up qualifiers against  yould provide details of Eriksson's Clifford - a well-known fixer in British
. e . Maharoof 19 9 42 0 They begin their qualifying cam- | Austriaand Poland. relationship with Alam provided mediacircles-whohadthemosttofear | Chelsea's Romanian striker Adrian
in the competition is against South SCOREBOARD Muralitharan 39 8 112 2 | paign for the 2006 World Cup next to The Sun said that 56-year-old Palios' name was kept out of the fromherrevelations. Mutu is set to join Juventus on a one-
Africa on September 12 and last Scoreboard at close on the third day of Chandana 18 0 68 o | Austriaand four days later play their | Eriksson's England career was "hang- paper, have since resigned. Clifford replied: "Certainly not | Y€ar loan deal, according to reports
against the West Indies on | the first Test between Sri Lanka and Jayasuriya 20 9 34 2 secon.d group match awayto }?oland. ing by A thread,” adding that "Eriksson faces another kind of  Sven. She thinksveryhighly ofhimand | hereonThursday.
South Africa at the Galle International ~ Dilshan 6 0 24 1 Failure to get off to awinning start | England's exit from Euro 2004 at the pressure,” added The Independent. does notwish to have revenge on him... Mutu, a 24 million euro (29 million

September 15.

Before those games, the Tigers
are scheduled to play two practice
matches each against Ireland and
Scotland.

Stadium on Friday:

SRI LANKA: First innings 486
(Jayawardene 237, Vaas 69, Sangakkara
58, Kaluwitharana 33; Pollock 4-48,
Hayward 3-81)

Toss: Sri Lanka

Umpires: David Shepherd (ENG) and
DarylHarper (AUS)

TV umpire: Tyronne Wijewardene (SRI)
Match referee: Clive Lloyd (WIS)

will intensify the pressure on both
Erikssonand the FA.

Sachin no god

FROM PAGE 13
produce a defining match-winning Test

quarter-final stage had not helped
the Swede's future prospects.

It argued that the FA board "have
decided that if they cannot get him
(Eriksson) for a sex scandal they will
get

him for rubbish football".

"He cannot afford a single slip in the
qualifying campaign for World Cup
2006. He may be protected by a huge
contract, but there is a point where
performance is required and any
strict analysis of his recent efforts
shows a desperate shortfall in vision

She is very unhappy at the way the FA
havelooked afterher."

Eriksson was branded "Teflon
Man" by the tabloid Daily Express
which claimed that no allegations ever
stuckto the Swede.

It commented that "never before

dollar) signing from Juve's Serie A rivals
Parmalastyear, iskeen toreturn to Italy
after failingto settlein London.

"Mutu left London on Thursday for
Italy and he'll sign a deal with Juventus
on Friday," his agent Gica Popescu said
ontheBBCwebsite.
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20 Finally 56 Astro- 8 Talism.an “The liull - Any team would be happy with such | gpace. minutes of the pre-season campaign so Cup
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