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Real's $ 30m
offer for 
Vieira? 
AFP, Madrid

Spanish giants Real Madrid have 

made a 30-million-euro (36m dollar) 

offer for Arsenal's World Cup-

winning French midfielder Patrick 

Vieira, it was reported here on 

Tuesday. 

Agreement is "imminent" and a 

meeting between officials from both 

clubs will take place in the next 48 

hours to finalise the deal, the sports 

dailies AS and Marca reported on 

Tuesday. 

"The dossier is in the final phase," 

a Real Madrid source told Marca. 

Marca said that Arsenal, who had 

initially been looking for 42 million 

euros for the 28-year-old Frenchman, 

were now ready to part with him for 

36 million euros (43m dollars). 

Real coach Antonio Camacho is 

keen to have Vieira in his side for their 

Champions League preliminary 

round tie next week with the registra-

tion deadline for players set for this 

Thursday. 

Vieira is under contract with the 

Gunners until 2007, but is reported to 

be ready to quit Highbury, where he 

has nothing left to prove domestically 

having now won both of England's 

major domestic honours. 

Vieira  has  yet  to  play  for  

Premiership champions Arsenal in 

their build-up to the new campaign 

because of a thigh injury picked up 

while playing for France at the 

European Championship in June. 

Sosa ends
career
AFP, Montevideo

Uruguayan striker Ruben Sosa, who 

spent much of his two-decade 

career playing in Europe's top 

leagues, announced his retirement 

on Monday. 

The slight 38-year-old made his 

debut for Uruguayan side Danubio 

in 1981, moving to Real Zaragoza in 

Spain three years later. 

Then followed spells with Lazio 

and Inter Milan in Italy and 

G e r m a n y ' s  B u n d e s l i g a  s i d e  

Borussia Dortmund before a return 

home to play for National in 

Montevideo. 

He helped lift National to the 

league championship in 1998, 2000 

and 2001 and plans to take up a post 

as the club's assistant coach. 

Explaining his decision to quit 

the player who was known as 'the 

little prince' after Uruguyan football 

great  Enzo Francescoli 's  ' the 

prince' said: "I wanted to play on 

until the end of the year because I 

know I've still got something left to 

give. But to train and then not to get 

a chance to play becomes compli-

cated." 

Sosa, who won his first interna-

tional cap at the age of 18, added: 

"To watch my teammates without 

being able to play alongside them's 

going to be tough," he added." 

Deisler shines
in League Cup
triumph
AFP, Mainz

International midfielder Sebastian 

Deisler grabbed two goals as 

B a y e r n  M u n i c h  d e f e a t e d  

Bundesliga champions Werder 

Bremen 3-2 to win the German 

League Cup on Monday. 

It was the fifth time the Bavarian 

giants had won the trophy and it 

came just at the right time with the 

new league season about to get 

underway and it also gave new 

coach Felix Magath his first piece of 

silverware since taking over from 

Ottmar Hitzfeld in the summer. 

Bayern, who finished the 2003-

04 season empty-handed, won 1.3 

million euros for the victory 

Monday while Bremen took home a 

cheque for 900,000. 

Deisler, who was treated for 

depression earlier this year and sat 

out Germany's doomed Euro 2004 

campaign, opened the scoring in 

the 27th minute following a corner. 

Deisler then added a second a 

minute before the break after being 

put through by Brazilian teammate 

Ze Roberto while Michael Ballack 

made it 3-0 in the 65th minute. 

Three minutes  later ,  Ivan 

Klasnic pulled one back before 

Bayern were hit with an injury scare 

when Deisler suffered a knee injury 

to be replaced by Jens Jeremies. 

F r e n c h  d e f e n d e r  V a l e r i e n  

Ismael made it 3-2 with a penalty 

after 74 minutes but Bayern held on 

for victory. 

Napoli down
in the dumps
AFP, Rome

Napoli, the team that Argentine 

legend Diego Maradona led to two 

Italian league titles, were officially 

declared bankrupt on Monday. 

Weighed down by expectations 

following their Serie A championship 

wins in 1987 and 1990, Napoli have 

struggled in recent years and finished 

14th in the second division last sea-

son. 

The southern club, one of the best 

supported teams in Italy despite their 

fall from grace, are expected to resur-

face in the country's lower divisions 

under a new name with four consor-

tiums currently vying for control of 

the fallen giants. 

INTERNET SOURCE

Paul Scholes yesterday stunned the 

football world by announcing that he 

has quit international football. 

T h e  2 9 - y e a r - o l d  E n g l a n d  

midfielder, who won his 66th and final 

cap in the Euro 2004 quarter-final 

against Portugal, said he felt "the time 

was right" to call it a day. 

The news will come as massive 

shock to under-fire England coach 

Sven-Goran Eriksson who felt Scholes 

was one of his most important players. 

Scholes said: "This is a decision I 

have not taken lightly, I have been 

considering retiring from Inter-

national football for a while now. 

"I started my England career in 

1997 and have enjoyed seven years of 

great football, playing in the best 

competitions, with some of the best 

players, under the best managers. 

"Euro 2004 was fantastic but 

afterwards I felt the time was right for 

myself and my family to make it my 

last England appearance. 

"I would like to thank everyone at 

England for the wonderful years I had 

playing for the team and all the 

experience I gained. I wish them all 

the best and good luck for the future" 

Scholes came under-fire for his 

performances in Portugal, with some 

pundits believing his presence in the 

team restricted Eriksson as the Swede 

could not select Frank Lampard and 

Steven Gerrard in their favoured 

positions. 

The Oldham-born player himself 

admitted his recent international 

displays did not warrant selection at 

times, but even so, his loss will leave a 

massive hole in England's World Cup 

qualifying plans.

'Hughes had
fled after
fatal crash'
AFP, London

An English Premiership footballer 

fled the scene of a fatal car crash 

after  his  powerful  sports  car  

smashed into another vehicle at 

high speed as he returned home 

from a bar, a court was told on 

Monday. 

Lee Hughes, a striker for West 

Bromwich Albion, was travelling 

"very fast" on the wrong side of a 

road near his house in the town of 

Meriden, central England, when the 

crash happened in November last 

year, prosecutors told Coventry 

Crown Court. 

A 56-year-old man in the car 

struck by Hughes' Mercedes was 

killed while the driver and two other 

passengers were also hurt. 

The court was told that Hughes, 

28, had been driving home after 

visiting two local pubs with some 

friends. 

"The prosecution say it is clear 

that the Mercedes was obviously 

travelling very fast and the prosecu-

tion say it obviously was travelling 

too fast because it could not hold the 

bend," lawyer Melbourne Inman 

said at the opening of the trial. 

Hughes -- who denies a charge of 

causing death by dangerous driving 

-- fled the scene with one of his 

passengers and went into hiding for 

36 hours, the court was told. 

T h e  s t r i k e r  w a s  d r i v i n g  a  

Mercedes CL55, the engine of which 

had been upgraded to provide 

around 500 brake horse power, 

more than four times that of an 

average family car. 

Hughes is a favourite among fans 

of newly-promoted West Bromich 

Albion, for which he has played in 

two stints since 1997, scoring almost 

90 goals. 

AFP, Jinan

A superb extra-time goal from Keiji 

Tamada saw Japan through to the 

Asian Cup final as the defending 

champions battled back from twice 

going a goal behind and a controversial 

red card to beat minnows Bahrain 4-3. 

Tamada's second of the thrilling 

semi-final, three minutes into extra 

time, came after defender Japan Yuji 

Nakazawa had equalised with a diving 

header with just seconds remaining of 

normal play. 

The Kashiwa Reysol forward wrig-

gled past Mohamed Juma and Bahrain 

captain Faisal Abdulaziz before shrug-

ging off defender Hussain Baba to 

plant a right-footed shot past keeper 

Ali Saeed, sparking wild celebrations 

on the Japan bench. 

Japan now have the chance to 

defend their title in Saturday's final, 

their third in 12 years, against the 

winners of China and Iran who play 

later Tuesday. 

Tamada's effort completed a roller-

coaster encounter which saw the lead 

change hands four times. 

Bahrain, population 680,000, had 

looked to have one foot in the final 

when substitute Duaij Nasser pounced 

for his second of the tournament with 

just five minutes remaining. 

However, Nakazawa's header 

earned 10-man Japan a reprieve 

allowing Tamada to complete the 

turnaround. 

Tournament top-scorer A'ala 

Hubail, who had already netted twice, 

went agonisingly close to taking the 

game to penalties but inexplicably 

mistimed his tap-in to an empty goal. 

Hubail had earlier ignited an 

incident-packed match after burying a 

right-footed shot past Japan's keeper 

Yoshikatsu Kawaguchi on six minutes. 

The goal stung Japan into action, 

with most of their moves coming 

through Alex Santos down the left 

wing. Striker Takayuki Suzuki missed 

an open goal from an Alex cross and 

Shunsuke Nakamura should have 

done better with another dangerous 

ball from the Brazilian-born wing-

back. 

Japan's cause was dealt a serious 

blow when Endo was given his 

marching orders after brushing past 

Mohamad Salmeen, who went down 

clutching his face. 

But the defending champions, 

severely weakened by injuries and 

Olympics call-ups, hit back after the 

break when Nakata rose at the near 

post to head in a corner. 

Tamada was given space to rifle a 

right-footed shot past Ali Saeed just 

minutes later. 

Bahrain pressed their man advan-

tage with Mohamad Al Wadaei set-

ting up A'ala Hubail for his fifth of the 

tournament with just 20 minutes to 

go. 

Substitute Nasser, the Bahraini 

league's top-scorer, notched his 

second of the campaign to spark joy 

on the Gulf team's bench with five 

minutes to go. 

However, the celebrations proved 

premature as defender Nakazawa 

put his diving header past Saeed with 

just seconds remaining of normal 

time. 

Bahrain, playing in just their 

second Asian Cup, were also reduced 

to ten men when Al Wadaei was red-

carded for a foul on Nakamura in 

extra-time.

Tamada makes Bahrain weep

PHOTO: AFP

A distraught Bahrain booter Hussain Ali Hassan lays exhausted on the pitch 
as Japanese players celebrate in the background after the first semifinal in 
Jinan yesterday.

PHOTO: INTERNET SOURCE

HAIR-RAISING! You would think a player currently serving an eight-month 
ban would have time to visit a hairdresser. But Rio Ferdinand turned up at 
training on Monday with the most outrageous Afro since the Jackson Five 
were topping the charts. Unlike his England captain David Beckham, 
Ferdinand's hair has usually been restricted to the skinhead look or 
braids. His latest harido must have lifted the mood around Manchester 
United's training ground, after the club suffered a poor run of results on its 
tour of the US.

PAUL SCHOLES

Scholes' surprise
retirement 

AFP, Cincinnati

Andre Agassi had rallied from a set 

down and led 4-6, 7-6, 4-1 Monday 

when Mardy Fish retired with a back 

injury to send Agassi into the second 

round of the 2.4 million-dollar 

Cincinatti Masters Series. 

The 11th-seeded Agassi was looking 

vulnerable in the first set. He was 

helpless as Fish, a finalist here last year, 

saved four break-points with booming 

serves. Agassi dropped his own serve in 

the ninth when he netted a forehand. 

Fish continued to command the 

match until the second-set tiebreaker, 

but the back injury which kept him 

from playing in Toronto last week 

became too painful to ignore in the 

third set. 

"It was disappointing the way a 

match like that ends, but I was happy 

with the fact that the way I was playing 

as the match went on was getting 

better," said Agassi, 34. 

Fish said his main concern at the 

end was not to make his injury worse. 

"My goal out there was not to injure 

it more - to try to win, but not to injure it 

more," said Fish, who lost to fellow 

American Andy Roddick in a marathon 

final here last year. 

Agassi, who numbers two trophies 

from Cincinnati amongst his 58 career 

titles, again faced the almost inevitable 

questions about his retirement plans. 

But even though he hasn't won a 

title since Houston in May 2003, Agassi 

clearly still has the urge to compete. 

"I'm pushing myself to get back to 

what I believe I can still do as far as how 

I feel out there," Agassi said. 

Former world No. 1 Lleyton Hewitt 

of Australia, who won titles at Sydney 

and Rotterdam earlier in the year, had 

little trouble dispatching Alex 

Bogomolov of the United States 6-2, 6-

4.

AFP, Hong Kong

From mighty 

China who are 

aiming to repeat 

t h e i r  m e d a l -

laden triumph 

of four years ago 

to war-weary 

A f g h a n i s t a n  

who are just  

glad to be back, Asia is gearing up for 

the greatest sporting show on earth. 

The world's most populous conti-

nent, Asia has rarely punched its weight 

at the Olympics, with only seven 

nations finishing inside the top 50 on 

the medal standings at the 2000 Sydney 

Games. 

But few other regions will field as 

diverse a collection of athletes as Asia, 

which is sending one of its biggest ever 

contingents to Athens. 

The ranks have been bolstered by 

the welcome return to the fold of 

Afghanistan and the debut of tiny East 

Timor, taking part for the first time 

since the country's full independence 

in May 2002. 

Afghanistan last competed in the 

Olympics in 1996, when it sent a team of 

around three dozen athletes to take 

part in Atlanta. 

The rise to power of the harsh 

Taliban regime later that year heralded 

the beginning of a dark age for 

Afghanistan sport, which was frowned 

upon as a pastime for men, and banned 

completely amongst women. 

It was the hardline Islamic rulers' 

ban on female participation in sport 

that led to Afghanistan being kicked out 

of the Olympic movement in 1999. 

But with the Taliban ousted from 

power, Afghanistan is back -- and 

women's 100m entrant Robina 

Muqimyar is likely to be carrying the 

country's flag at the August 13 opening 

ceremony. 

"There was nothing for us girls to do 

under the Taliban except stay at home," 

said Muqimyar, who has a personal 

best of 15.06 sec and who will partici-

pate wearing a headscarf and tracksuit 

trousers in Athens. 

Afghanistan's flag will flutter 

proudly alongside the colours of East 

Timor during the Olympics. 

East Timor only gained independ-

ence two years ago since splitting from 

Indonesia in 1999. The political 

upheaval saw Timorese sports facilities 

reduced to rubble as bloodthirsty 

Indonesia-backed militia went on the 

rampage. 

"Participating for the first time on 

our own in the biggest sporting event in 

the world will be an historic moment, 

and there is a lot of excitement in the 

country," said East Timor Sports 

A s s o c i a t i o n  p r e s i d e n t  J o a o  

Carrascalao. 

Carrascalao believes sport and the 

Olympics can be instrumental in 

helping to rebuild East Timor. 

"Sport has a very important role to 

play," he said. 

"Unemployment is high and the 

population in young, but sport can help 

mould our future society, bring us into 

contact with the world and give us a 

good environment." 

At the other end of Asia's Olympic 

spectrum, China will once again be the 

continent's standard-bearer after 

announcing its emergence in Sydney 

when it finished third with 28 golds. 

Though China's athletes will not be 

major players in the blue riband 

Olympic events -- athletics and swim-

ming -- the world's most populous 

nation will dominate in other arenas, 

such as diving, badminton and table 

tennis. 

Chinese officials have played down 

the team's chances of emulating the 

medal haul of Sydney in 2000, stressing 

that experience for the 2008 Games in 

Beijing remains a priority. 

"Getting 28 gold medals, as we did in 

Sydney, is pretty hard. I'd say if we get 

20 gold medals, that would be quite 

good," said Li Furong, vice president of 

the Chinese Olympic Committee. 

"We over-performed in Sydney." 

While China are contemplating 

another successful Olympics, the same 

cannot be said for India. Despite being 

the only other country in the world with 

a population of more than one billion, 

India will be grateful for just one gold. 

The world's gaze will be fixed on 

Athens, but India's eyes will be on the 

high-profile cricket series against arch-

rivals Pakistan and world champions 

A u s t r a l i a  t o  b e  p l a y e d  i n  t h e  

Netherlands at the same time. 

The Olympics do not capture the 

imagination of India's millions. The last 

time India won a gold medal was in 

hockey at the western-boycotted 

Moscow Games of 1980. 

Behind China, rivals Japan and 

South Korea will jostle for position on 

the Asian pecking order. 

The Koreans will be looking to build 

on Sydney, where they excelled in 

shooting, archery and taekwondo to 

finish 12th in the standings with 28 

medals. 

Japan finished 15th overall with 

only 18 medals but have set their sights 

on doubling their gold medal tally from 

five to 10 in Athens, where they hope to 

excel in judo and women's wrestling. 

Little & large Asia 

Logie pulls
for Lara
AFP, London

West Indies coach Gus Logie on 

Monday hit back at criticism of skipper 

Brian Lara from former players includ-

ing cricket legend Sir Viv Richards.

Richards called for a change of 

leadership after the West Indies were 

crushed by 256 runs in their second 

Test against England at Edgbaston on 

Sunday.

But Logie has supported Lara, who 

has said that he intends to continue 

until at least the end of the current 

series.

"It certainly hurts to hear ex-West 

Indies players being critical of the 

captain because they are the players 

we've asked for assistance in the past," 

said Logie.

"Some of them are very reluctant to 

give that. We like positive and con-

structive criticism that can help the 

youngsters and the team as much as 

possible."

Logie said that the Windies have to 

become stronger mentally if they are to 

bounce back from a 2-0 deficit in the 

Old Trafford Test in 10 days time.

"I think we are doing as much as we 

can in terms of the physical prepara-

tion but it is also a mental thing," said 

Logie.

"What you see out there in the 

middle sometimes are not just physi-

cal mistakes but mental lapses.

"We need a lot of work outside the 

physical side of things. We've asked for 

assistance in many areas and some of it 

has not come in yet and we hope in the 

near future it will."

AFP, Birmingham

England may have been soundly beaten 

in the last eight Ashes series but hopes 

are growing that Australia will at least be 

given a run for their money when they 

tour England next year.

England's second Test 266-run 

thrashing of West Indies at Edgbaston 

was their eighth victory in nine Tests this 

year following 3-0 wins against West 

Indies (away) and New Zealand (home) 

plus an equally crushing 210-run win 

against Brian Lara's men in the first Test 

at Lord's.

They now have an unbeatable 2-0 

lead in the current four-Test series and, 

following last year's win against South 

Africa at The Oval, are aiming for eight 

successive home victories -- something 

that last happened way back in 1959-60.

But the team itself is desperate not to 

get carried away by talk of "bring on the 

Aussies".

Success against Australia still 

remains the standard by which many 

England fans judge their team even 

when, unlike currently, the men in 

baggy green caps are not the best side in 

the world.

England's recent victories have 

come against perhaps the weakest West 

Indies teams in living memory making it 

hard to gauge just how effective they will 

be against Australia.

"We go step by step," said swing 

bowler Matthew Hoggard, one of 

England's unsung heroes of recent 

times, after Edgbaston.

"We focus on that game, we take 

small steps and small strides and we're 

finding it's working for us. If we do that 

the rest will take care of itself.

"Australia are still the best in the 

world and they're the benchmark. 

They've set the standards and we're just 

trying to creep up slowly -- we're con-

centrating on playing good, solid 

cricket."

Pleasingly for England their recent 

success has seen most of the team taking 

ther turn in a spotlight that once looked 

like being solely reserved for fast bowler 

Stephen Harmison.

England's spearhead has yet to enjoy 

the same success in this series as he did 

in the Caribbean where he took 23 

wickets.

Before the present series West Indies 

captain Brian Lara said England lacked a 

'Plan B' if Harmison was out-of-form -- a 

charge Vaughan's men have answered 

in style.

And few, least of all Vaughan, would 

bet against the Durham quick coming 

good again soon: "Harmison will get a 

bagful -- and probably in the next two 

matches," said Vaughan.

Australia needed just 11 days' 

playing time to wrap up the last Ashes 

contest in 2002-03, a series where 

England's hopelessness was summed 

up by the embarrassing sight of 

Harmison repeatedly losing his run-up 

in the third Test at Perth.

Now he is rated amongst the world's 

best bowlers. If England have made a 

similar improvement by 2005 the next 

Ashes series will be one to remember.

Ashes flames fanned AFC U-17 meet

BFF announces
team August 8
SPORTS REPORTER

T h e  e x e c u t i v e  c o m m i t t e e  o f  

Bangladesh Football Federation (BFF) 

will announce the final Bangladesh 

squad for next month's AFC Under-17 

Football Champion-ship on August 8.

The 16-team competition will be 

held in Japan.

Bangladesh, who have been pitted 

in Group D along with Uzbekistan, 

Qatar and Iraq in the final round, are 

now preparing for the tournament 

under the supervision of Shahidur 

Rahman Shantoo.

Shatoo's boys recently toured 

Thailand to play four practice 

matches and they lost three of those 

games.

Rumee named
IAAF lecturer
SPORTS REPORTER

Nazrul Islam Rumee has been named 

as an International Amateur Athletic 

Federation (IAAF) lecturer to conduct 

a Level-I coaching course to be held 

in Kuala Lumpur from August 5 to 18.

Rumee is the first Bangladeshi to 

become an IAAF lecturer. He is also 

the national athletic coach and senior 

athletic coach of Bangladesh Krira 

Shikkha Pratisthan.

He left the city yesterday to 

conduct the course for the South and 

South East Asia zone.

FROM PAGE 13

Later, Bangladesh Bank governor Dr 

Fakhruddin Ahmed distributed prizes 

among the winners as chief guest. SAA 

Masrur, acting chief executive officer of 

Standard Chartered bank, was also 

present.

A total of 170 players including nine 

Indians took part in the three categories.

Sumon school

FROM PAGE 13

Right-arm pacer Ishraq Sonnet cap-

tured two wickets while fellow right-arm 

seamer Nazmul Hossain and Rubayet 

took one wicket each.

SCORES IN BRIEF
BANGLADESH UNDER-19: 466 for 9 

declared (Aftab 111, Dhiman 77, 

Rubayet 60 not out, Nafees Iqbal 32, 

Nafees Ahmed 35, Nadif Chowdhury 29, 

Nazimuddin 16, Mushfiqur 30, Ishraq 

S o n n e t  2 7 ,  N a z m u l  2 0 ,  A s h i m  

Chowdhury 3 not out)

DEV OF EXCELLENCE XI: 107 for 4 

(Sonnet 2 wkts, Nazmul 1 wkt, Rubayet 1 

wkt)

Aftab ton puts

Agassi survives Fish attack
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