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Rajib shares
second spot

SPORTS REPORTER

International Master Enamul
Hossain Rajib and Andrei Orlov of
Russia jointly shared the second spot
with 6.5 points each after the end of
the 8thround games in the Dortmund
Open international chess tourna-
ment, isnowbeingheld at Dortmund.

Fide Master Taibur Rahman
Sumon got 5 points.

In this round Rajib beat Vya-
cheslav Klyuner of Ukraine. Sumon
lostagainst Christian Seholz.

Williams knocks
Tyson out

REUTERS, Louisville

Unheralded Briton Danny Williams has
knocked out former world champion
Mike Tyson in the fourth round of their
heavyweight fight to produced one of
the biggest upsets in the history of
boxing.

Tyson dominated the opening round
on Friday night but Williams, rated a 9-1
underdog before the bout, hit back with
several crunching blows and slowly
began to take control against the 38-
year-old American.

Williams, 31, landed with a stream of
thunderous rights in the fourth before
sending Tyson to the canvas after two
minutes 51 seconds.

Referee Dennis Alfred halted the
count to usher Williams back to his
corner before stopping the fight as a
groggy Tyson could barely get to his
feet.

I'll always
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the tests for them and there is nothing
more for me to prove there."

Muralitharan is adamant that the
delivery will be given the all-clear by the
ICC and he is prepared to be patient to
wait once again for his action to be
cleared.

"TheICChasto checkeverythingand
it will take another two or three months
and then they will correct everything,"
hesaid.

"Broad had the right to think I was
suspect. That s his job. Ijust thought at
the time: 'Okay, let's go and check it
and see. I haven't had it checked
before'.

"Now I am more determined
although I have to be patient and wait
for a few months before it can all be
sorted out. And Iam definitely confident
nowthatitwillbesorted out."
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Win attractive prizes
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Cricket

AFP, Birmingham

England all-rounder Andrew Flintoff
said controlling his own aggressive
instincts had been the key in his Test
best score of 167 against West Indies at
Edgbaston.

Flintoff's dynamic innings was the
centrepiece of England's 566 for nine
declared on Friday.

"The wicket was flat so the hardest
part was fighting against myself. I
thought my shot selection was all right,"
26-year-old Lancashire all-rounder
Flintofftold reporters.

"I tried to play the ball up close under
my nose and rely on technique rather
than just power," Flintoff added after a
191 ball-innings featuring seven sixes
and 17 fours.

The powerfully-built Flintoff spent
the best part of a year on the sidelines
with ahernia injury that ruled him out of
the 2002-03 Ashes Test series in Austra-
lia.

But he said he had become a better
playersince his return.

"I've still got time but I feel I have a
better understanding of my own game,"

explained Flintoff who has now passed
fifty in six consecutive Tests.

One of his sixes, a superb lofted on-
drive off fast bowler Jermaine Lawson,
sailed into the top tier of the Ryder Stand
where Flintoff's father Colin, a club
cricketer, dropped the 'catch'.

"He plays at the weekend and when
he comes home he tells everyone what a
great catch he's taken," Flintoff said.
"He proved to everyone today he was
terrible.

"I thought he was going to come over
the balcony (in the act of catching the
ball) he was so excited."

Meanwhile Flintoff's father said: "I
saw it early butitjustbounced off myleft
hand."

However it was a disappointing day
for West Indies captain Brian Lara who
fellon 95.

That meant he still needed 20 runs to
reach 10,000 runs in Tests. The 35-year-
old left-handed batsman, on his last
tour of England, still has another chance
to join the elite group on the Edgbaston
ground where 10 years ago he scored a
first-class world record 501 not out for
Warwickshire against Durham.

"I had the 'pleasure' of bowling at
Lara when he got his (Test world record)
400 not out at Antigua in April. He's a
class player and he's proved he's one of

the greats of the game," Flintoff said.

West Indies have lost 29 of their last
39 Tests away from home. But one plus
point to emerge from a largely poor
bowling display was the form of 20-year-
old all-rounder Dwayne Bravo.

In only his second Test the medium-
pacer took four for 76 although his
efforts were not enough to prevent West
Indies conceding over 500 runs for the
eighth time in nine Tests abroad.

"I must compliment Dwayne Bravo.
He was outstanding," West Indies
centurion Ramnaresh Sarwan said. "It
was great to see a young player grabbing
his opportunity withboth hands."

Turning to Flintoff, he added: "He
was taking a lot of risks but you can't
take anything away from him. In terms
of striking the ball it was one of the best
inningsI'veseen."

But if anyone can upstage Flintoff's
display Lara can. "Brian told us before
we left the Caribbean that this would be
hislast tour of England," said Sarwan.

"It will obviously be a very emotional
moment if he does it (scores 10,000
runs) at Edgbaston."

Suddenly WI collapse
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England only took one wicket in the
morning session when Flintoff dis-
missed West Indies captain Brian Lara
for 95 to leave the left-hander 20 short of
becoming the fourth batsman to 10,000
Test runs after India's Sunil Gavaskar
and Australia's Allan Border and Steve
Waugh.

His performance with the ball came
after the 26-year-old Lancashire all-
rounder Test-best 167 Friday.

West Indies, 1-0 down in the four-
Test series after a 210-run thrashing at
Lord's, resumed Saturday on 184 for
two with Sarwan 87 not out and Lara 74
not out on what was still a good batting
pitchand fast outfield.

But with Lara in sight of a hundred

the 35-year-old left-hander lost his
cooland his wicket.

He appeared upset by Flintoff's
third ball of the morning, a slower
delivery which he just managed to jam
thebatonintime.

An agitated Lara, concerned about
crowd movement behind the bowler's
arm, then spoke to Australian umpire
Simon Taufel.

Next ball he drove loosely outside off-
stump and was well-caught, above his
head, by Thorpeinthe gully.

Larahad faced 127 balls with one six
and 15 fours, putting on 209 with
Sarwan for the third wicket.

Soon afterwards Sarwan's 19th
four, off James Anderson, saw him to a
centuryin 164 balls.

PHOTO: AFP

AS STRAIGHT AS IT GETS: West Indies centurion Ramnaresh Sarwan plays
an exquisite straight drive on way to the three figures on the third day of the
second Test against England at Edgbaston yesterday.
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England should have had
Chanderpaul out when he turned Giles
offhis legs only for Vaughan to drop the
catch at short mid-wicket with West
Indies 281 for three.
SCOREBOARD
Scoreboard at close of West Indies' first
innings at tea on the third day of the
second Test against England at
Edgbaston on Saturday:

ENGLAND: First innings 566-9 dec
(Flintoff 167, Trescothick 105, Jones 74,
Thorpe 61; Bravo 4-76)

WEST INDIES: First innings (overnight
184-2)

GaylebHoggard 7
Smith c Gilesb Hoggard 4
Sarwan b Flintoff 139
LaracThorpeb Flintoff 95
Chanderpaul cKeyb Giles 45
Bravo b Giles 13
Jacobs c Trescothickb Hoggard 0
Banks cJonesb Harmison 4
Collins c Flintoffb Giles 6
Collymorelbwb Giles 2
Lawsonnotout 0
Extras: (b-9,1b-5,w-1,nb-6) 21
Total: (All outin91.3 overs) 336

Fall of wkts: 1-5, 2-12, 3-221, 4-297, 5-
323,6-324,7-324,8-334,9-336, 10-336.

Bowler 0O M R W
Hoggard 18 0 8 3
Harmison 14 1 64 1
Anderson 11 3 370
Giles 30.3 7 65 4
Flintoff 15 1 52 2
Vaughan 1 0 8 0
Trescothick 2 0 7 0
Toss: England

Umpires: Darrell Hair (AUS), Simon
Taufel (AUS)

TVumpire: Jeremy Lloyds
Matchreferee: Ranjan Madugalle (SRI)

Brothers flood
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mix-up between Unmochan defen-der
Ashraful and custodian Pearu.

Abul made it 3-0 in the 56th minute
shooting from a goalmouth melee. But it
was a silky Arman who scored the best
goal of the match, a beauty of a left-
footer from the edge of the box in the
66thminute.

Unmochan pulled one goal back
through Kollol in the 76th minute.
However Brothers complete a satisfying
day with Topu stabbing in the fifth goal
seven minutes away from the final
whistle.

Real won't renew

Figo's contract
AFP, Lisbon

Real Madrid will not renew Luis Figo's
contract beyond the end of the 2004-
2005 season, he has told the Portuguese
media.

"My lawyer has already informed
me that the club is not interested in
renewing my contract," Figo said on
Friday during the club's mini-tour of
Japan.

Figo's current contract has an
option allowing it to be extended until
the end of the 2005-2006 season, but
Real arenotinterested.

Figo, 31, part of Portugal's so-called
'golden generation' of players, was an
integral part of the team that was
beaten 1-0 by Greece in the final of Euro
2004.

Toothless Tigers
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Although the selection panel led by
Faruque Ahmed persisted with a set of
technically flawed cricketers, people
have now started to say Bangladesh
would be better served had the old
guards like Akram, Aminul and
Minhazul were still playing for the
country.

It was very irritating to watch a
player batting at number four or five
who did not know even how to take a
proper guard. We are too quick to brand
any player as an all-rounder without
taking notice of his real performance
with either bat or ball over a certain
period of time.

The team went to Sri Lanka 15 days
ahead of the competition but the time
spent as build-up was never in evi-
dence.

After spending more than a year as
Bangladesh coach, Whatmore has
suddenly realised he needs to have a
long and hard discussion with the other
selectors. But no matter what they
discuss ahead of the next international
assignment, one thing our present lot of
cricketers proved is that they are simply
mediocre. And if there is any argument
about their talent then we beg to differ
because talentis only one per cent while
the other 99 being effort on the field.

Surjodoy lift
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Satirtho Club after leading the first half

by5-0atthe same venue this afternoon.
Chan Miah contributed 4, Rabiul 3

for the winners while Ratan made 3,

Hasnat2 for thelosers.

Life in Lanka
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BLUEMOON

Each full moon is a public holiday in Sri
Lanka. But yesterday being Saturday,
they did not have an additional day-off.
In fact, every citizen in capital
Colombo was enthusiastic about
watching the much talked about but
seldom seen 'Blue Moon', which
appeared in the night sky with all its
beauty.

To thousands of people, who were
enjoying the sight from the coastline of
the Indian Ocean, it looked normal
with naked eyes. But it was something
different indeed. A Blue Moon is a
second full moon in a calendar month.
A Blue Moon was last sighted on
November30,2001.

GANGULY'SBALL
India captain Sourav Ganguly did not
bowl in the super league phase of the
Asia Cup. But he was warming up for
the final. And in the nets yesterday at
the Premadasa Stadium, he was seek-
ing pace spearhead Zaheer Khan's tips
before bowling.

Sachin Tendulkar was in a jolly
mood and made everybody laugh
when he imitated Ganguly's action.

Japan squeeze thru'

AFC

ASIAN CUP

CHINA SBOYY

AFP, Chongging

Japan defeated Jordan to reach the
semifinals of the Asian Cup here
Saturday after staging an extraordinary
penalty shootout Houdiniact.

Experienced Japanese goalkeeper
Yoshikatsu Kawaguchi was the hero for
the defending champions, pulling off
two stunning saves from Jordanian
spot-kicks to put his team into a last four
meeting with Bahrain on Tuesday.

The match had gone to penalties
after an absorbing 120 minutes of
football saw the two sides locked at 1-1,
Japan striker Takayuki Suzuki's 14th-
minute goal cancelling out Jordan's
early headed opener by Mahmoud
Shelbaieh.

Though regulation time saw plenty of
goalmouth action, the drama of the shoot-
out overshadowed what had gone before,
with Jordan squandering three penalties
thatwould havewon them thematch.

Japan had looked to be heading for a
shock exit after playmaker Shunsuke
Nakamura and Brazilian-born
wingback Alex blazed their opening
penalties over the bar either side of a
successful conversion by Jordan skipper
AbuZema.

Both Japan's misses came after
Nakamura and Alex appeared to lose
their footing on the turf around the
penalty spot -- prompting the match
referee to switch ends for the remainder
ofthe shoot-out.

Jordan's players and bench pro-
tested vigorously but to no avail. The
controversial decision did not distract
the underdogs from the Middle East
however, who went 2-0 up when Rateb
AlAwadat converted.

But with Jordan's football-fanatic
monarch King Abdullah II watching
from the stands at the Chongqing
Olympic Stadium, disaster struck for the
minnows.

Takashi Fukunishi and Hatem Aqel
traded spot-kicks before Koji Nakata
pulled Japan back to 3-2 but Jordan
remained in control.

Needing only to convert one of their
remaining two spot-kicks, Jordan's
nerve failed them. Haitham Al Shboul
saw his effort brilliantly saved by
Kawaguchi tipping onto the bar, before
Suzuki buried tolevel at 3-3.

It was left for Faisal Ibrahim to give
Jordan a place in the last four but his
effort was hammered wide to force

sudden death, where the drama contin-
ued.

Amer Shafi saved Japan's sixth kick
from Yuji Nakazawa, only to see
Kawaguchi then deny Anas Al Zboun
with another fine save to keep Japan's
tournamentalive.

Tsuneyasu Miyamoto then put
Japan up 4-3 to pile on the pressure and
Basheer Bani Yaseen found it too much
to deal with -- driving his shot against
the postto sendJapan through.
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OUR HERO: Japanese players rush to congratulate goalkeeper Yoshikatsu
Kawaguchi after his decisive save in the shootout gave his a 4-3 win over
Jordan in their Asian Cup quarterfinal clash yesterday.

Karimi treble
kills Koreans

ArC

ASIAN CUP

CHINA 200O%

AFP, Jinan

An Ali Karimi hattrick shot Iran into the
Asian Cup semifinals on Saturday as the
three-time champions came through a
seven-goal thriller to down South Korea
4-3.

Karimi's third on 77 minutes finally
put paid to some dogged resistance
from the 2002 World Cup semifinalists,
who had three times come back from a
goaldown.

South Korea had threatened to pull
off the greatest of escapes after Park Jin-
Sub's own goal early in the second half,
with defender Kim Nam-Il's speculative
shot levelling the scores at 3-3 with 20
minutes to go.

But Karimi, whose first-half double
had ignited the quarterfinal, managed
to getonthe end of a free kick from Asian
player-of-the-year Mehdi Mahdavikia
tosettle the encounter.

The result sets up a mouth-watering
semifinal between Iran and hosts China,
whose coach Arie Haan was among the

31,500 crowd.

The Asian giants, who have won the
Asian Cup five times between them, had
earlier slugged it out to 2-2 at half-time
with the Koreans twice pegging back
goals from Karimi.

Karimi put Iran ahead after just 10
minutes, nodding past Korean 'keeper
Lee Woon-Jae after Hossein Kaebi
hooked across the face of goal.

But South Korea hit back just six
minutes later as Seol Ki-Hyeon volleyed
home a Park Ji-Sung cross from close
range.

Karimi placed another downward
header past Lee before tournament top-
scorer Lee Dong-Gook tucked away a
left-footed volley from a deflected cross
on 25 minutes.

Also in the first half, [ranian defender
Ebrahim Taghipour was driven out of the
stadium in an ambulance following a
sickening clash of heads with Korean
striker Seol.

SEMIFINAL DRAW

Tuesday, August 3
Bahrain v Japan
InJinanat 1000 GMT
Chinavlran

In Beijing 1300 GMT

Porto sink
Liverpool

REUTERS, Toronto

Carlos Alberto scored in the 85th
minute to earn European champions
Porto a 1-0 win over Liverpool in the
Champions World Series on Friday.

The young Brazilian, unmarked
three metres out, clipped the ball
into the net to bring the pro-
Portuguese crowd of 40,078 to their
feetatthe SkyDome.

Both sides enjoyed good chances
in a scoreless first half, Porto hitting
the woodwork twice and Liverpool's
Michael Owen twice missing the
targetwith headers.

The Champions World Series
features 11 friendly matches at eight
venues across the United States and
Canada, involving club sides from
England, Italy, Scotland, Portugal,
Germany and Turkey.

The next two matches are both on
Saturday with Manchester United
facing AC Milan in New Jersey and
Celticmeeting ASRomain Toronto.

Porto will also travel to New
Jersey for their second game in the
series against Galatasaray on
Sunday.

Liverpool, who hammered Celtic
5-1 in Hartford last Monday, play
their third and final match against AS
Romain New]Jerseyon Tuesday.

Faria: From ra
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DAILY MAIL, London

When Faria Alam' s family fled the
ravages of Bangladesh's Liberation
War in 1971, they travelled in the hope
of making abetter life for themselves.

That is exactly what Faria thought
she had done when she accepted a
35,000-pound-a-year job as a secre-
tary at the Football Association.

But it has not brought her the kind
of lifestyle her parents had in mind
when they exchanged the heat of
Dhaka for the low skies of the north of
England.

They were strict Muslims whose
fervent hope was that their only
daughter would wed and settle down
into a secure family life. They lived
firstin Bradford, then in Newcastle.

But in their effort to keep her in
touch with her cultural background,
they frequently took her back to
Bangladesh. And when she was 16,
they arranged for her to marry a
prosperous businessman in Dhaka.

The prospect of becoming a con-
ventional Muslim wife, however, held
no appeal for this independent young
woman. Within a few months the
marriage was over and she was on a
plane to Britain, ostensibly to pursue
hereducation.

There, she developed the lust for
attention and fame which has been
herundoing.

"She's starstruck," her 33-year- old
brother Aswat sadly observes.

This led her to discard the moral
constraints which her parents tried so
hard to imbue in her, and has placed
her at the centre of the scandal that
could yet cost Sven Goran Eriksson his
job.

At 38, Faria Alam is entitled to
make her own mistakes. But that is no
consolation to her family.

"It is shocking to see what is being
said about her," Aswat says from his
home in Seattle on America's Pacific
coast, where he is undergoing treat-
ment forrenal disease and diabetes.

"When she told us she had got the
job at the FA, I warned her to be care-
ful. If she worked in such a place, she
would end up with her face in the
newspapers.

"Our mother always wanted her to
settle down. But she is very independ-
ent. She's not the sort of woman who
wants to settledown."

The truth is that Faria always
wanted to hang out with the fast set.
That is why, when she attended
Ponteland Community High School in
Newcastle, she gave herself the nick-
name of 'Ferrari'.

There was a touch of sad self-
delusion in that choice -- for the one
thing that Faria didn't have when she
was atschool was glamour.

"She really was very nondescript,”
acontemporary remembers. "She was
verybookish."

Her classmates at the College of Art
and Technology, where she studied to
become a computer technician and
analyst (those who can remember her
atall, thatis) tell a similar story.

s to scandal

"She was actually very shy," says an
old college acquaintance.

In the early 1990s, her business-
man father and her mother, Khatun,
decided to move to Seattle. Faria was
supposed to join them but was unable
to getthe necessary permits.

Faria moved instead to London
where, once the restraining parental
hand was removed, she started run-

FARIA ALAM

ning wild. She moved into a flat in
Battersea and then headed for the
West End.

"She started going to a lot of par-
ties," her brotherrecalls.

She also started modelling.

"She was quite good at it," says
Swani Gulshan, who took several
fashion shots ofher in the early '90s.

"She had a sexy smile and long legs
and she got a lot of work modelling
clothes for the Asian market, which
wasjust getting started then."

In 1996, however, she entered a
beauty competition organised by Zee
TV. When she failed to win, she was
finally forced to accept that she was
never going to be a Vogue cover girl
and, at 30, had no alternative but to
put her education to use. She got work
asacomputer analyst, with occasional
jobs in PR and as a part-time secre-
tary.

As she proclaims though an entry
on the Friends Reunited website, her
real interest was 'partying around the
world'.

She also had a passion, it seems, for
writing and -- a revelation that will
send tremors through the FA -- always
kept a diary. We now know she had a
lottorecord.

"She was always jetting off on
holiday to places such as Barbados
and going to restaurants like the Ivy,"
says her friend.

"She liked to travel by limousine as
much as she could and always wears
designer clothes."

All this required money, and Faria
discovered that there were any num-
ber of rich men who were more than
willing to entertain her.

"She's ahuge flirt," adds the friend.
"She loves wearing short skirts to
work, and takes pride in looking very
sexy.

"She's a fun-loving girl who likes
having lots of affairs, never mentions
the past and rarely worries about the

present."

Her parents knew nothing about
her Londonlife.

"They still thought Faria was still
shy and demure, the way she was
when she was young," the associate
continues. In fact, Faria's father died
justover ayear ago.

However, Aswat had a clearer idea
of the path his sister was following.
They keep in close touch, telephoning
each other once a week. He was aware
how much she liked hanging out with
celebrities and how excited she was to
be mixing with the stars of the football
world.

Faria joined the FA last year as
personal assistant to its executive
director, David Davies.

"It was funny because she was
never very sporty -- indeed, as a girl,
she couldn't even ride a bicycle," her
brother says.

Within a few weeks of joining, she
had started an affair with chief execu-
tive Mark Palios, a 51-yearold
divorced father of five.

When that cooled, she took up with
Eriksson. There is now talk of a third
and possibly even fourth affair with
other FA officials, which is why some
footballers are calling her 'the real FA
Trophy'.

Aswat is not prepared to ask his
sister for the intimate details of these
allegations.

"She went out with Eriksson for
dinner and, as far as I know, nothing
went on. As her brother, that's all I
want to know."
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