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Prothom Alo roundtable BelgllanBigasioon '

| The play presents the indigenous

on condition of film industry |performngartion

ERSHAD KAMOL

r]-h FDC 1 1 dl 4 MA students of the De
; partment of
e IS not newcomer jriendaty Theatro and Music o Dhaka Univer-
' sity, staged Behular Bhashan based
on the six commandments of
Padmapuran or Manoshamangal.
The play was held at Natmandal
Auditorium at Dhaka University on
July 29. The show was a fumdraiser

forthe flood victims.

Biplab Bala has adapted the

HARUN UR RASHID

ASTY posters of obscenefilms on roadside
walls might give one a hint regarding the
N present degraded condition of the coun-

engal Shilpalaya, 275/F,
ondi:.

0, 12pm-0Bpm try's film industry. But one has reason to believe

R " that thisis only a "hint'~-far removed from the real traditional 600-year old rural myth

from picture. The makers and actors of these films have of Manoshamangal with a modern
. fiee s el takenvulgarity toitslimits. connotation. Biplab's _
Organiser: Embassy: of Parlicipants at the Dainik Prothom Alo Akkhanbhashya (excerpt from the |
Switzerandin Bangladesh | Roundtable held at the Top of the Park of Hotel story of the myth) depicts more than
lenue; Bangladesh. Nalional Sheraton on July 29, however, experienced the a mere ritual of goddess Manosha, |
Museum, Shahbagh -~~~ . cxisting shocking condition of our film industry, as which the rural bards present in il

their pala-gaan to show the conflict
between religion and power.
Although like pala-gaan, Biplab's
narrative script is wrillen inverses,
he rather portrays the bitter experi- :

ences of a loyal wife, Behula, at the The Narrator introducing a new sequence during the play

. hands of society. ; et
Behula's journey with the dead narrator whois also one of thethree.  However, a  symbolic light effect

body of her husband Lakhindar on a characters in Behular Bhashan.The  could have enriched the quality of

vessel in Behular Bhashan has an ~ Darrator introduces every new choreography.
experience that Behula undergoes Collected songs from

a few clippings from vulgar films were screened
before the discussion session, The feeling was
especially aggravated by the screening of clippings
from good films just prior to the obscene ones,
Moderated by the editorofthe Dainik Prothom Alo,
‘Matiur Rahman, the roundtable was attended by
finady i . Information Minister M Shamsul Islam, eminent
me; July 30- August 15, o and popular film personalities, theatre activists,
-4pm, Spm-Bpm - j journalists and government officials whose offices
are associated with the ilmindustryofthe country. - L2 - : gie? :

Entitlod "What to do to revive the glory of our  From Left. Actress Kahori Sarwar, actor Razzaque, Information Minister M Shamsul Islam ‘and | inner meaning, During the Journey,

iy 30-August10,fom

26 Mimur Road, Dhanmondi

ity
hafin z ¥ 1

& e film industry’, the roundtable generated a number : ula faces s evil men- -inherjourney. Padmpuran Gaan and Padmar o |
Rims‘lifhagéde m:g:"ﬂi _Haﬂ "‘_’F .iha :{ iuggES?onksAdeeng]wn;g' ﬁ]:mnakacrdjT'angr filmmaker Chashi Nazrullslam atthe roundtable 'gi;ﬂﬂcrr:‘iho 5;,‘:,%1;”03]1]13. r]::pw ‘ Tjale most interesting parc; of Nacharn trend have been used in the 1l
Vitie: Uhary s R ﬁlfnsmﬁf Elanbina i hul‘;mon.g .“;:h lngl I ohown on these TV channels?' he questioned. He  and thathissignaturewasforged onthe posters. sent the wicked instincts of mascu-  Jamil's indigenous art trenc in play. e L

g SRR : in the country, which, he said, Will help @ 4155 expressed the view that most of the FDC peo- Mainstream film directors Shahidul ‘Islam | linity including lust, cruelty, hypoc- choreography is the presentationof ~ As the story teller in the play, | ]

Cultura| Centre | person decide regarding watching a film. -Tal:]m ple donot have sound technical knowledge offilm  Khokon and Kazi Hayat demanded cancellationof | risy, extravagance and pretension. the combat between Behula and  Lima's voice modulation was excel- L

| gave another thought-provoking suggestion: 10 gquipment. these filmmakers' and producers' trade license. | AndLakhindar's resufrection repre- some vultures which want to eat lent. However, her physical move- 851

 remove the film industry from under SIe e Many participants asked the government to  Khokonalso suggested authorising the FCBmem.- | sents his giving up of these evil Lakhindars flesh. Jamil has used ments during the songs need to be &

OB EMUSHON LY el ! tion M:.nlstry to ﬂ1eM|m§rryof GJlufralﬁﬁalrs. He  onsiderthewaiverofamusementtaxes, especially berswiththe powerto bansuch films. instincts. Biplab's aim in the play is Dohars (chorus) and qum (or- improved. Tania as Behula fulfilled i _1

-qu?vrﬁabu‘ahmed Sl A a]sovmccdtheneedfor‘a film centre’. « : from good films. President of Film Producers’ Young filmmaker Mostofa Sarwar Farotki | to show the union of two innocent chestra) to support his three- the demands of her character. Huw itld
up;. Exhibition Hall of the Eminent actor-director Amzad Hossain  aseociation, KMR Manjur, also demanded anend  talked about his experience with the FDC during | humanbeings. characterplay. ever, in the second part of her jour- i

SitwrelCenkis: | accused the Censor Board and the condition of 14 the import of Hong Kong-based English films. the release of his film Bachelor. 'The FDC is not |- ‘As the director of the play, Jamil Set designer Kamaluddin Kabir  ney when she faces a lecherous old

cinema halls in the country where 'gentlemen’  He claimed that these films 'are the main inspira-  newcomer friendly,’ he said. 'l had to go through | Ahmed's approach is totally differ- has made a Chaukona Kholastage (a  man she smiled during her perfor-
cannot go tosee movies, He blamed the concerned  tion ofthesevulgarmovies. i unnecessary interview sessions several times | ent from the traditional directors SAUATE shaped empty space) in the  mance. She was responding in this
government offices for this degradation of the film Sadek Khan, one of the pioneers of the film  where 1 was asked irrelevant questions by people | who basically follow either Euro- ~ Middlc of the theatre hall and the  mannerat the sight of Swati as the
}n_dustry. He also put etmphasis on the fact that  world in the country, actor-director Mamunur  who have little knowledge of film.! Award winning | ncan Drama Form of Mixed Art audience sat at the four corners of  old fellow--which decreased her
Since the independence, prize-winning films by  Rashid and a few others, however, emphasised on film Adhiar's director Saidul Anam Tutul also | gorm n Jamil's experienced hand, the stage. Using four stools and bold/appearance as Behula. Swati's

internationally acclaimed filmmakers have sel- . the need for film education and more film society focused on the inhospitable attitude of FDC.'One | 1o decaying rural art form--  SUaw he has created a different  representation of seven evil men--
d_ﬂ'm come to Bangladesh. T!US has worsened the  activities. Rashid also suggested that the govern-  cannot have access to FDC and make films unless | 37 cr 7 Pala--has achieved more atmosphere for the differen®  who' symbolically represent the
i / . situationover the passage oftime.” ment  introduce our filmmakers to the interna-  one is the member of the Film Producers and | o iched and aesthetic shape. He —Sequences of the play, He has used  dark side of the masculinity--was
¢ ‘Bangladesh Chashi Nazrul Islam, another eminent film-  tional audience. Directors' Association,' he informed. Tutul sug- E Ns Criidba ths el ht pe: general light throughout the play.  enj U}'gdﬁ% \ :
mSociaties | maker and President of Film Directors' Associa- There are some allegations of illegal activities ~ gestedthat the Censor Board should comprise old, olded the play through a : bhaerin
iswa Shahiiya Kendra | tion, made a different point. He ascribed the  against the Film Censor Board. A few posters of  expericncedand intellectual personswho can truly

S i | uzcomm]lea(i] agﬂ?cﬁi?[:h of tl;Je satellite TV u:lmn-i some obscene films, namely Gazab, Gurudeband  judgetheartof thefilins, = ; e R b 'i.\
~ 1 nels,especiallythoseof thesu continent,asoneof  Dhar Shaitan, were shown at the roundtable and Among others Who participated’ in the ] . ; * i Ll ;
the 1easons for tl_lt: declinein the film qualityofour - Abu Taher of the FCB was asked how such posters  roundtable were film actors Razzaque, Kabori, BFFS S leala.l Sen Mem()l'la.l LeCtl]l'e SEI’IBS
country, 'There is a law that no films from other  could pass the censorship. Taher, however, could  Ujjal, Rozi Afsari, Tlias Kanchan, Riaz, Ferdous, ' ; }

countries of the subcontinent can be released in ot give any satisfactory answers: he claimed that ~ Moushumi, Purnima, Subarna Mustafa, writer
the country,’ Chashi said. 'So why exempt films  these posters were not produced before the board  HasnatAbdulHye and others. CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

can documentary filmmaker
Michael Moore. Incidentally, the
film won the coveted "Gokden Palm’
for the Best Film at this year's
Cannes Film Pestival The first lec-
ture in the series:‘m,;}n]i_ygrud byl
filimaker Tanvir Mokammel. He:

f . e The Bangladesh TFederation of Film
ssian Cultural Centre, - Societies (BEFS) has regularly been

. An autheptlc documentation il e et

e film exhibitor and filmmaker of the

st e TN e e e R Jo e " . Rt R o) . | South Asian subcontinent. Each pave hislecture on "The Aesthetics of
Discussion on Hena Das' book Smritimoy Dingulo | month, a fim expert of the country Satyajit Ray's Films', This specil
! will deliver a lecture focusing on two-day lecture session was held at

the auditorium of the Alliance
Francaise, Dhaka on 6th and' 7th
Jjune. Thelecture was followed by the
screening of two films Aparajito
(The Unvanquished) and Apur
Sangsar (The World of Apu) by
Satyajit Ray.Bangladesh Federation
of Film Societies (BFES) is the

: different aspects of cinema and

Recently the cultural wing of the Commu- filmmaking Hiralal Sen was born in
nist Party of Bangladesh (CPB), Shomen-Tajul | 1866 al the village Bagjuri at
Library, organised a discussion programme on Manikganj in Dhaka. He founded
the book at the party office. The main speakers | the 'Royal Bioscope Company' in
of the programme were the youths of the party. | 16898, He procured the cinemato-
The participants praised, analysed and placed graph machine from England in
questions before the writer. 1900 with which he shot many films.

Script, an Indian publisher from Kolkata, | From 1900 to 1912, he. made 12 federative and co-ordinating bedy
has published the book. The CPB made some fittion films, 10 documentary films , of the active film societies of the
photocopies of the book and distributed | and 3 advertisement films, Hiralal Hiralal Sen (1866-1917) country. It organises various
among the young generationwhoneed toknow | Sen was not only a pioneer of the | : : programmes concerning creative,
the history, the memoirs of Communists and | Bengali cinema, but also of the important compon ent in  sagthetic, thematic and' technical
the traditions they are fighting to keep alive. | Indian cinema, He was the first  filmmaking process and the great-  a5pacts of film and filmmaking. The
The idea of photacopying of a book, however, | native filmmaker from the then nessofafilm depends aloton good  executive committee of BFFS has
did not seem ethical. The CPB authority could | British India. He 'died in October artistic direction. It will be held at  heen reconstituted recently to
havepurchased a few copies of the book. 1917. ‘Unfortunately, none of his the auditorium of Bishwa Sahitya  accommodate the really active hilm

Shafiur Rahman Litu, a young CPBmember, | films has survived. The second Kendro (World Literature Centre) at  gncjeties of the country. Now, BEFS

NOVERA DEEPITA

In early times, the hopes and dreams |of
Bangalee Muslim women were overshadowed
by religious obstacles, familial discrimination
and social superstitions. The realisation that
women could utilise their talents and creativity
for human welfare emerged later in the twenti-

ethcentury. _ |
During the uprising against the British rule,
women also involved themselves in the move-
ment and stepped ahead to liberate their com-
patriots. Hena Das is the representative of
those extremely courageous and committed
Bangalee women who fought for their rights.
i R R Al She was an active and dedicated member of the
me: August02at06pm i communist movement in the country. ‘Her

perGanti .
tional Museum Audito- -

: owned folk singer recent book Smritimay Dingulo (Memorable commented, 'This book can be a hand book for || lecture in the series will be delivered Mymensingh Road, BanglaMotorin s working very actively. The future
: ; indranath Roy. will launch | Days) is an autobiography. In this work, facets the party activists to learn how to become a |iby }{ustafa Monwar, eminent the city on Saturday, July 31,2004, at  programmes of the Federation
: “tha alb roceedings fromthe ~ from her life--her entry in politics, activities, good Communist orevenagood humanbeing.' | painter, TV producer and director, 6:00 PM. ; includes the 'First National Confer-
i ' programme will bo donated for | thoughts and experiences of that period-- have Ainun Nahar Siddique regretted that the | puppeteer and media personality. The lecture will be preceded by ence on Film 2004' in October and -

women of today are not fitting successors tothe | He will speak on "Artistic Direction the screening of Fahrenheit 9/11 at  the '2nd International Film Festival
4:00 pm, made by renowned Ameri-  gangladesh 2004"

been portrayed in a language, which is very

Tty : Atistic Direc
: ml_ﬂ._ . wwm i easy and intelligible. eminent Hena Das, in Cinema', Artistic direction is an

Hena Das with her book
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