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Did U Know?
_
The first Games {o be televised were the
1936 Berfin Olympics.

ZinedineZidane
(Frenchsoceer captain)

"I don't want to announce my deci-
sion right not. But I'will need to talk
aboutitsoon.” /

On his futuré with the France
nat.lonnltenm

Nitol-Tata National Football League
Mohammedan Ctg vs K'char Narslngdi
Live at 2:15 pm ;
v BU Dhakaws Liamhma@mﬂmh r
i i LW 31] pm 5 B B L

ESPN

)y Asian Cup Soccer
: Quarterfinal
Japan vs Jordan
Live at 4:00 pm
Korea vs Iran
Live at 7:00 pm

. STAR Sports

England vs West Indies
Second Test, Day Three
Live at 3:30 pm :
Taronto Tennis Master Series
X Semifinal
“Live at 11:00 pm

StanChart
school chess

Smnrs HEPCIR‘[’ER

Shﬂhld ecl of Kolkata Modern
School took solo lead in the sixth
Standard Charlered Bank School
Chess tournament after the end of
the fifth round at the federation
hall-roomyesterday.

Shahid won his fifth raundboard
against Elin to secure maximuim full
five points,

Minhazuddin Ahmed Sagar of
Shah Ali School and Sumoen Basu of
Kolkata Madiyagram School fol-
lowed the leader with 4.5 points
each.

Kiruba A:ul of Chenna: main-
tained her ‘solo lead in the girls'
section with five points while Arifa
Khatun Moni of Shahid: Anwar
School were one point short to
followtheleader.

In the KG toV Group, Abdullah Al
Saif of Rose Valley School main-
tained his solo lead with all-win
record.

"We are underachievers'

Tigers return home today

AL MUSABBIR SADI from Colombo

| In the aftermath of
aless thanimpres-
sive Asia Cup,
Bangladesh have
plenty to think
about as they
prepare for next month's 1CC
ChampionsTrophyinEngland.

After enjoying a week-off the
cricketers, who return home today,
will be back in training. But the
lesson learnt from the regional
tournament is that they will need
another specialist batsman -- not
justamulti-skill player.

Playing with only five batsmen
praved costly, especially after Javed
Omar was ruled out for the latter
stages ofthe six-nation meet.

Against lightweights Hong Kong,
Bangladesh barely managed to
reach 221 and from there on their
fragile batting never crossed even
the200-runbarrier. .

Another concem for coach Dav
Whatmore is the hardly penetrative

bowling attack nol to mention
whom to sacrifice among the three
left-arm spinners for the England
assignment.

Abdur Razzak was one of the
finds in Colombo and he bowled
very tight and consistently to
cement his place ahead of veteran
Mohammad' Rafique, who by his
high standards failed to perform
evenwiththe bat.

The other tweaker Manjarul
faired well in a century-partnership
against Sri' Lanka, so the sclectors

must decide whether to consider

himasabatsman orabowler.

With pace spearhead Mashrafee

Bin Mortuza yet to recover from
injury, the Tigers will have to stick to
the same set of pacers in tradition-
allyEnglish seaming conditions.
Giving his assessment, What-
morewas the first to admithis disap-
point at his players' overall perfor-
mance. ; _
"Everybody expected Bangla-
desh to qualify for the second phase
but not be a threat to the other

teams. But I think we could have lost
them in a way which is lot more
closer,” he revealed.

The Bangladesh coach is staying
in Colombo and is expected to fly to
Dhakainthefirstweek of August.

"There has to be some real hard
discussion (for selection). We will
have to review the whole exercise.
We came here two weeks earlier,
which was a good thing but fair o
say, we are probably underachiev-
ers,"Whatmore told reporters.

"Unlike Zimbabwe and the West

‘Indies; the teams playing here in

familiar conditions were much
stronger. They knew pretty well how
to bowl and bat on these surfaces. Tt
made things harderforus.
"Playing against immediate
neighbours certainly had an effect
onusasthe tournamentwenton,"
"Some people may say we have
gone backward a bit in the last
month. We fought against some
good sides. Bad cricket seemed to
followin the ensuing games afterthe
SEE PAGE 14 COL 8

Nat'l hockey

SPORTS REPORTER

Bangladesh Navy and Jessore out-
classed their respective opponents
when the Group C encounters ofthe

‘ANAS National Hockey Champion-

ship began at the Maulana Bhasani
National Hockey Stadiumyesterday:

Navy brushed aside Magura 9-0
after dominating the first half 3-0.
MM Hossain made a hattrick in the
one-sided affair.

Jessore outplayed JThenidah 7-0
afterleading the first half2-0,

Inter-varsity
football

SPORTS REPORTER 1
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Thedirst everinter private university
foatball tournament will begin from
September 20,

The interested universitics are
requested to entry their names' by
September 1 with Tk. 3,000 fee,

Under 19s go down

ﬁl Cricket

SPORTS REPORTER

The battin g blues often experienced
by their senior brothers, ‘appear to
have infected the Bangladesh Under

195 too as they crashed to a five

wicket defeat at the hands of
England with a day and a half of the
first Test remaining in Headingley
yesterday.

Resuming the Third Day on 126
for four in their second innings, the
tourists could add just30 to the total,
which gave thema paltrylead of 117,
Despitealate flurry of wickets, it was
never, going; to ;be/challenging
enough. targel and England were
home in 32.3 overs: The match
ended an hourafterlunch.

Once again it was a top-order
failure that doomed the Bangladeshi
youths in their first ever Test. Having

raced to 52 for one at almost five an
over at tea on day two, the junior
Tigers lost their way and saw three
crucial wickets go down before
close. Only a typically dashing 45not
out from diminutive Chittagenian
Aftab Ahmed had held the innings
together as Shahriar Nafees (3),
Nafis Igbal (44), Shamsur Rahman
(23) and Mushfiqur Rahim (1)
departed around him.

Aftab went on to complete his
half century on the third day but
after reaching 54 (6x3, 4x6) he fellto
Adam Harrison to leave Bangladesh
on 141 for six. A while earlier, his
overnight partner Nadif Chowdhury
(2) had become one of the five lbw
victimsintheinnings, |

Dhiman Ghosh (15) fried o offer,
some resistance but the tail was
promptly polished off by part-
timers Ravinder Bopara and Samit
Patel who equally shared sixwickets.

Although tearaway Shahadat

SEE PAGE 14 COL 4

Bonus gets on
Woolmer's
nerves

AL MUSABBIR SADI from Colombo

It was Bob Woolmer's first assign-
menl as Pakistan coach and the
Englishman was depressed the way
his side, despite playing well, missed
a well-deserved berth in the final of
theAsiaCup,

"T'm very pleased with their
performance. In fact we won four of
the five games, showing a lot of
comxstency-mm-tﬁmm one game we
lost," Woolmer said after his side
beat Bangladesh bysixwicketsin the
last supermatch onThursday.

"There is room for improvement
in batting and bowling, and certainly
in the fielding. But I'm very disap-
pointed about the no-balls and the
wides the bowlers bowled. Its some-
thing we will have to work on," said
the master coach whose boys con-
ceded 37 extras against theTigers.

"Overall, ifIwas aschool teacher, 1

would gwethem 70 percentmarks.

"It was rcallﬁ_a fantastic luam.m,
class for myself. I got to know the
players well and it was a very useful
exercise,”

Disappointed not to get to the
final, the new Pakistan coach who
replaced Javed Miandad said that it
was because they lost the crucial
gameagainst Srilanka,

Pakistan also rued missing a
bonus point against India that
virtually ended their interest in the
tournament. They also failed to

" collect a bonus against Bangladesh

andWoolmerwas again vocal.

"The bonus systern, it definitely
needs reviewing. Getting a bonus
point for coming second is not
correct. If you lose a game, I don't
see how you deserve to get a bonus
point. Tamstill fighting withit."

Tibet handball

SPORTS REPORTER

Surjadoy KCand Orient SGwon their
respective matches in the Tibet First
Division Handball League at the
QOuter Stadium handball ground
yesterday,

With the outcomes both teams
secured six points each from' two

matches and theywillmeettodayin
thetitle- dmdlng mmt.h at thc same' ’

venue,

defeated Satirtha Club 17-3 and
Orent beat Mansoor Sponmg Club
14+10.

In the day's matches, Surjado'y

PHOTO:STAR

Goalmouth action from yesterday's National Football League encounter between Dhaka Abahani and Hazlrpara KC

Chandpuratthe Rangpur Stadium.

Rakib saves Abahani

SPORTS REPbRTER

i | Abahani had sea-
I i soned forward Rakib
i "l lo thank for a soli-
1 Y| tary goal victory
i\ 1 against Chandpur's
e | Najir-para Krira
wrawa 1 Chakra in their third
LoefeliTiin, |, match of the Nitol-
Tata National Football League at the
Rangpur Stadium yesterday.

With theirthird consecutive win
in the competition, the Dhaka giants
have all but confirmed their place in
the six-team second phase ofthe final
round to be heldin Dhaka.

Abahani will play theirnext match
in Khu]na against Chittagong
Moh an'x{nr eda the last groi
fixture aga [ns} 'hul ersMu'lduuddﬁa
Krira Chakraat Chittagong,

The Sky Blues had struggled to
find the mark in the first hall against
the nondescript side from Chand-
pur. But Rakib, who had missed most

of the last season due to injury,
brought them relief three minutes
into the second session when he
unleashed a diagonal right-footer on
the volley from an Abdullah Parvez
cross leaving opposing custodian
Kamal Hossain rooted to the ground.

Abahani had numerous epportu-
nities to score. But an inspired Kamal
fisted away a Siraji right-footer from
‘outside the box in the 21st minute
and defender Al-Amin saved a Colly
Barnes shot from the goalline a
minute later. Then Colly Barmes and
Joy's headers hit the crosspiece from
Masud Rana corners.

Najirpara defender Nahid' clea-
red a Barnes attemnpt going towards
the goal when the Nigerian striker
placed the ball oyer, the %éwm |

goalkeeper,

Najirpara: had: only one shot fin
entirematch on goal.

Yellow cards: Colly Bames (Aba~
hani), Kamal, Al-Amin, And Mehedi
{Najirpara).

TEAMS

ABAHANI: Nizam, Siraji, Hasan,
Shawkat, Masud Raha, Joy, Ujjal,
Parvew, Rakib, Col]leames and
Khokon.

NAJIRPARA KC: Kamal, Nahid,
Shahidul, Delwar Hossen, Mizanur
Rahman, Jashim Uddin, Kamruzza-
man, Sohel Rana, Sayed Hossain,
Mehedi(Mamun) and Mohsin.
Referee:Tayeb Hasan. '

Hosts reach
semis \
AFE Beijmg L

[F LA L. 18 )3 } TIALIRFST
lchina 'puwered linto the seml fihals-
of the Asian Cupthere Friday with av
3-Ovictoryover ten-manlIrag.

The Chinese advanced toashow-
down against either South Korea or
SEE PAGE 14 COL 4
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MENDING FENCES? Chief of India's Shiv Sena Party Bal Thackeray (R) speaks to former Pakistan cricket captain
Javed Miandad during a meeting in Bombay yesterday.

AFP, Birmingham

Matthew Hoggard struck twice
before tea to leave West Indies reel-
ing on the second day of the second
Test against England at Edgbaston
here Friday

AtteaWest Indies were 24 for two
in reply to England's 566 for nine
declared, a deficit of 542 needing a
further 343 to avoid the follow-on
target of 367.

They were rocked four balls into
their innings when Devon Smith
(four), trying to turn a Hoggard ball
legside, was superbly caught above
his head by Ashley Giles in the gully
offaleading edge.

And five for one became 12 for
two when Yorkshire quick Hoggard
bowled opener Chris Gayle (seven)
behind hislegs.

Ramnaresh Sarwan was 10 not
out and West Indies captain Brian
Larathree notout.

Earlier Andrew Flintofl's Test-
best 167 guided England to their

Hoggard damages WI

imposing total as they looked to
build on their 1-0 lead after winning
the first Test by 210 runs at Lord's on
Monday.

Together with wicketkeeper
Geraint Jones (74), Flintoff shared a
blistering sixth-wicket stand of 170
in 190 balls.

Three West Indies bowlers' con-
ceded more than 100 runs with 20-
year-old medium-pacer Dwayne
Bravo's Test best four for 76, in only
his second Test, the standout dis-
play.

SEE PAGE 14.COL 1

Praiseful Waqar,

Kambli

AL MUSABBIR SADI from Colombo

The Asia Cup has
brought a host of
former cricket
stars to Colombo
| towork for various
TV channels. And
certainly they would make one of
the greatest teams, Currently Sunil
Gavaskar, Arjuna Ranatunga, Wasim
Akram, Dean Jones, Sanjay
Manjrekar, Ravi Shastri, Michael
Slater, Maninder Singh are enter-
taining millions of viewerswith their
insight and expert analysis.

~ Now add to that impressive list
WagarYounis andVinod Kambli,

Former Pakistan captain Wagar
was known for his devastating
reverse-swing while Kambli after a
dream introduction to the game
through a world record partnership
withschool friend Sachin Tendulkar,
howeverfell away justas quickly.

Bothhaveretired and have signed
up for ESPN STAR Sports. During the
Thursday's final super league match
involving Bangladesh and Pakistan
match, they shared their gave views
on the Tigers' performance in the
tournament.

Wagqar, who is enjoying his new
career, said that he was getting alot
of experience.

"I'm learning, I'm feeling like a
Bangladeshi cricketer ‘in the big
arena,” he exclaimed.

When asked to comment on
Bangladesh's performance, Wagar
said: "It is too early to say, they are
leaming everydayand it's going take
some time to come to a stage where
they start winning. The other teams
are like giants. It's not easy to go out
there and play every day. 1 think the
way they are playing, warming up,

they still want to do well even if they
are losing. Once in a blue moon if
they upset any big team, itwill be a
bigboost."

"They have some good players
like Mohammad Ashraful, Javed
Omar, captain Habibul Bashar and
Khaled Mashud, Tapash Baisya is a
hard working bowler who bangs the
ball in but probably, you need a
couple youngsters to back them.

"Lasttimelplayedin Bangladesh,
we almostlost two games. They start
well, do well in the middle but still
can'tfinish the game."

He also said that it was sheer bad
luck that Pakistan were nol in the
final.

"Personally, 1 think Sri Lanka are
favourites fortomorrow's final. They.
are playing very well but India ‘are
also a dangerous side. On a given
day, they can produce something
whichis extraordinary."

Like Wagar, Kambli believed that
Bangladeshhavea talented side.

"They are improving. But the
batsmen should try to improve their
average, which is low. Just 18-20 is
not good, they should try to take it to
30-35. Bashar will have to lead from
thefront," said the southpaw.

Praising Mashud's knock against
Pakistan, Kambli thought that most
batsmen were still not converting
their good starts.

"Ashraful looked good but the
problemis that all your batsmen are
getting out in the 60s. I want to see
more Bangladesh players scoring
100s. I think the coach and captain
should help players like Ashraful.
One big innings can inspire the
others."

"You are also one fast bowler
short: There are two but you need

SEE PAGE 14 COL 3
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HIS BOWLINGIS JUST AS IMPORTANT: India‘s superstarbatsman Sachin Tendulkar
prepares to bowl atthe nets during a training session in Colomboyesterday.
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GrameenPhone |

Official Sponsor of Bangladesh National Cricket Team
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