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Private universities: A logical argument

PROE. AHMED JAMAL ANWAR

importance of logic and

philosophy can hardly be
overestimated. Logic, which may be
broadly understood as the science of
implications, has been described by
Russell as "the essence of philoso-
phy." Formal {or symbolic) logic is
closely related to electronics and
clectrical engineering, almost
indistinguishable from mathemat-
ics, and plays such a pivotal role in
compulerscience thatlogichas been
described as "the octopus of
comptuter science." On the other
hand, although' philosophers: differ
among themselves about the
function as well as the definition of
philosophy, it is quite fmquenﬂy
considered the "science of sciences,”
This means that philosophy depends
on the sciences, and hence is a
metascience, which means after or
beyondscience.

The word "metascience,”
however, need not neccessarily be
taken to be equivalent to metaphys-
ics which literally means beyond
physics and is a critical study of the
nature of reality. One particular
perspective to looking at the nature
of this metascience is known broadly
as the analytical approach that
roughly defines philosophy as the
critical analysis of the fundamental
concepts and assumptions of the
sciences. Thus, strictly speaking
there is no philosophy as such, but
only philosophy of some subject
such as philosophy of physics,
philosophy of biology, philosophy of
economics, philosophy of law,
philosophy of language, philosophy
of art, and so on. Indecd, there may
be as many branches of philosophy
as the number of distinct disciplines.
Thus if we conceive of the normative
scicnces -~ the sciences of what
should be in accordance with the
standard specified for tach science
suchas logic, aesthetics, and ethics --
as oppuosed 16 the pos:uw: sciences --
the sciences of what is as a matter of
fact such as physics, chemistry,
biology, and mathematics, we can
consider philosophy; of, ethics,
generally known as mefae ics, asa
branch of philosophy and legiti-
matelysubsuma it under the gcnera]
category of the "science of sciences.”
The philosophical approach gives us
a better understanding of science
and sometimes puts a science on a
new foundation or gives birth to a
new science, Because of this
interdependence of science, and

hilosophy, it is often said that

‘philosophy without science is
emply and science wlthnm
p]nlusuphyﬁblmd Nt

“In the westérn etifiieula GrHipher

ddication Since!' e time offantient
Greece, logic has always been, and
still continues to be, an integral part.
Plato ng,ht]y understood: that

IN higher education, the

education does not consist of merely
pouring information into the minds
of students. Philosophers of
education nowadays warn us about
the dangers of "information
overload.” It is commonly claimed,
and I think justly, that we now live in
an age of information. In modem
societies there is a continuous flow of
new, changing, and even conflicting
information. Information is
important. But merely piling up
heaps of information can only create
chaos and confusion. The exposiire
to the massive amounts of new
information increases the ‘impor-
tance of developing an ability to
search, find, analyse, interpret,
evaluate, and apply relevant
information to the solution of our
personal and professional problems,
and the resolution of different types
ofconflicts.

One can very cogemly argue that

any discipline taught wuhout\

: muntryby not making a preemptive

attackonit, forexample.

Quite understandably, thc
colonial rulers did not consider it
necessary to put logic in its proper
place in the currculum of higher
education in our country. In spite of
having enormous resources and
maintaining a standard of living that
meets all the material needs of
modern life -for the majority of
people, countries like Saudi Arabia
and Kuwait remain surprising
examples of third world countries. It
remains .a painful as well as a
shameful fact that though students,
procession-mongers, and evenmany
educators and policymakers in our
country, as in other so-called
developing countries, often talk
about replacing the colonial system
of education for creating clerks with
an appropriate altermative system,
they only grope in the dark. Even our

/mcatiunal and technical education
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The long-term success of 'the private universities in
Bangladesh to be judged by their quality of education

crucially depends, amongst’ other things,

upon an

inclusion of appropriate courses in logic and philosophy
in the various degree programmes offered. 1 strongly
recommend the teaching of at least one compulsory
course in philosophy by a well-chosen and suitable
teacher. If possible, students might be allowed some
option in choosing more courses in critical thinking.

combiningit witha proper trainingin
thebasicsoflogicisan educationthat
isgrosslyincomplete and inadequate
for creating worthy citizens capable
of understanding and practicing
democracy, It is often said that any
two countries having McDonalds do
notwage war against each other. This
i5 certainly true. But the reason why
this proposition is truelies obviously
not in the eating of McDonalds
burgers, but in something else, like
the existence of democracy in both
countries. The practice of democ-
racy, however, requires a mindset
moulded by logic. The proper study
of logic creates a capacity for critical
thinking and argumentation which is
so essential for asking the right
questioh, analysing socioeconomic
and political problems and issues,
criticising faulty arguments,
presenting sound arguments, and
making the right decision. A logical
bent of mind of the masses makes it
possible to create and sustain a
peaceful’ and prosperous society
based on healthy competition aswell
asreciprocal ratioty for greater
il Benéhits ratier fah mtual
destruction! "Phis ‘should not,
however, lead' us to falsely believe
thata democratic countrywill réfrain

from exploiting an undemocratic
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seemstobe designed in suchaway as
10 make the graduates capable only
of following instructions from their
western counterparts. I believe thata
very deep knowledge of language can
only partially compensate for the
lack or absence of formal training in
basiclogic. Utterneglect of English by
someofthe autocratic rulers after the
emergence of Bangladesh coupled
with the traditional absence of
philosophy as a common core course
in the curricula has led to many long
term and devastaling consequences
for Bangladesh. We' now have a
serious shortage of well-educated
doctors, engineers, educators, civil
servants, and foreign service
personnel. But the graduates of our
universities when put in a western
society with freedom, responsibility,
reward, and punishment, can
overcome their limitation and
engage in creative activities with
distinction.

The contents of courses, the needs
of society, and the pattemns of choice
of disciplines always keep changing
with the change of time. But logic,
wHICH 18 the' esseide’ard distilfition
of allhuman expérience and science,
remains the constant” standard of
knowledge, Nowadays one may have
to change one's career at least once

during one's lifetime. This means
that one may have to unlearn some
information and learn new and
different information., But the
knowledge of logic that is the most
important and constant tool for
dealing with all sorts of information
does not have to be discarded. This
does not, of course, mean that new,

‘meore general, or more sophisticated

techniques of proof are not being
inventedin logic.

It is important to ponder the
following questions. Why do
universities in western countries
attach so much importance to
philosophy as to make it a compul-
spry component of the curriculum
for Bachelors Degree in any
discipline, technical or non-
technical? Why do some universities
in the United States require students
to complete a minimum of as many
as' three courses in philosophy for
earning a Bachelors Degree in any
disciplineintheliberal arts and social
sciences, in the physical and life
sciences, and in engineering and
medicine? Why do some universities
introduced graduate programs
combining philosophy with such
stibjects as medicine, law, literature,
cconomics, political science, and
business administration?

I would strongly advocate for the
necessity of developing non-
government universities in Bangla-
desh which, 1 believe, may offer a

| better chance for. quickly bringing

about the long-felt and necessary
changes and reforms in our higher
education. Among other very
important reasons for having private

_universities are halting the brain

drain, creation of jobs, and saving
foreign exchange often spent for poor
education abroad. The long-term
success of the private universities in
Bangladesh to be judged by their
quality of education crucially
depends, amongst other things, upon
aninclusion of appropate coursesin
logic and philosophy in the various
degree programmes offered. 1 strongly
recommend the teaching of at least
one compulsory course in philosophy
by awell-chosen and suitable teacher,
1f possible, students might be allowed
some option in choosing more
courses in critical thinking. A single
course that 1 would suggest for
universities in Bangladesh is the dne
‘that could be entitled Reasoning and
Communication. Such a course
would, T believe, develop a critical

. thinking capacity of the students and

enable them to raise useful questions
about the data, select the relevant
data, analyse them, derive. correct
implications from them, and
thereupon make the right.decision.
"This'oT/Sitnilar ‘cottrsts under slightly
different titles ‘ate extreimely popular
andwidelytauphtin the United States,

Ahmed Jamal Anwar is a Professor of Philosophy

How the 2004 electlon is shapmg up in USA

AH. JAFFOR ULLAH

HINGS are looking good for

Democratic presidential

aspirant, Senator John
Kerry and his running mate,
Senator John Edwards. The
political pundits in America have
opined that the November
election will be decided in the
"battleground” or tossup states:
The following are a few of the

tossup states: Ohio, Michigan,

Iowa, Missouri, Louisiana, Florida,
and a few more. The inclusion of
Senator Edwards on the ticket was
a logical one because the
Republican Party has made
inroads in many southern states,
which used to vote for the
Democrats until the 1960s.
Senator Edwards is a southerner;
therefore he may pull enough
votes in a few of those states to
bring one or two to the Democratic
Party in November. But what
about those mdustnal and
western states?

The new poll results' published
on July 24 do not bode well for
President Bush.

Two new polls taken in key
tossup state, Florida, where Al
Gore Jost by only 500-600 votes in
2000, found the race deadlockedin
a three-way race. That indicates
the independent candidate, Ralph
Nader, could again steal enough to
make a difference. In other words,

T AM NoT

The way things are shaping up as far as the presidential
election is concerned, Senator Herry is going to give
President Bush a run for his money. The Republican
candidate is always flushed with money, which makes the

television add a cinch. But
Kerry was able to receive
election contributions. He
eleventh hour media blitz.
Party a bit edgy.

this time around, Senator
an impressive amount of
‘is holding these for an
This makes the Republican

neither candidate can be sure
whether he can enlist the state in
his column at this stage of the
game. The Democrats have
blamed Nader for helping Bush to
win the state in which Nader
managed to obtain more than
97,000 votes in 2000. It remains to
be seen whether there will be a
reenactment of the 2000 election
this time around.

In the last presidential election,
the northern industrial states went
for Al Gore while smaller states
overwhelmingly voted for the
Republican ticket. Will the trend
be the same in2004? Many experts
consider Pennsylvania (23
electoral votes) to be one of the
"battlegrounds” states. Al Gore
waon this state four years ago, Will
the state go Democratic this time?
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Improvmg governance, performance and
state of development

ABMS ZaruR

5 HEmost pre’falent structure of
public administration at the

apexhasbeenthe organisation
ofgovernment activitiesintoa number

- ofmajordepartments, The structure of

departments tends to influence
decisions to which problems are
"substantive” and also to introduce
complexissues regarding the setting of
priorities, allocation of resources and
enforcement of coordination. Some
countries have made efforts to resolve
these problems by mtmducmg
superministerial departments. Some

_ other countries have administrative

units called "machinery of govem-
ment” (organisation at' the highest
levels ofadministration underpolitical
direction) to settle' these problems.
However, the functions of these units
have remained limited to dealing with
minorissues such as allocation of new
responsibilities among various
departments and mediation of
jurisdictional disputes among

departments.

Some administrative analysts have
observed that there is growing
divergence between' the emerging
definition of the problems and issues
of development, on the one hand, and
the structure of the machinery of
government, on the other. While
development problems are increas-
ingly viewed in terms of such matters
as food, energy, stagflation, -employ-
ment, quality of life, environment,
human settlements, population and
rural development, the structure of
machinery of government remains
organised in terms of classical
departments, Changes in the content
of public policies also create the need
for revision of the machinery of
government

There are other considerations for
changes in the machinery of
government. To cite an example, there
is a growing recognition of the need to
promote the use of science and
technology for development.
However, for effectively pursuing of
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(b)  Stationery materials.

(e) Miscellaneous,

Dhaka,

opening.

BCIC-41-17/7/04
DFP-18097-22/7/04
G464

Bangladesh Chemical -
Industries Corporation

Advertisement for Enlistment
as Supplier

Application in prescribed form is invited from the interested firms
for enlistment as supplier for supply of following categories of
materials for the period September 01, 2004 to June 30, 2006:
(a)  Electrical, Sanitary & Plumbing materials.

(c) Books & Printing materials.
(d)  Steelfiron & Wood furnitures.

Application is to.be submitted on any working day latest by 18-
08-2004 up to 11.00 AM in the tender box of Purchase Division,
BCIC Head Office, BCIC Bhaban (12 floor), 30-31, Dilkusha G/A,

Prescribed form with defailed terms & conditions can be
obtained on payment of Tk 100.00 (one hundred) only (non-
refundable) in cash from BCIC Head Office, Cash Section, 30-31,
Dilkusha C/A, Dhaka and BCIC Branch Office, 6, Agrabad G/A,
Chittagong. No' application form shall ba sold on the date of

Management reserves the right to reject any or all applications
without assigning any réason, whatsoever.

Addl Chief Manager (Purchase)
For Sr General Manager (Purchase)

Md Kamruzzaman

this policy therespective inachineryof
government must include arrange-
ments both for the elaboration and
application ofscience and technology
policies in general and for the design
and use of specific technologies for
various sectors. As most problems of
development have international
dimensions, it is necessary to
incorporate in the machinery of
government organisational
arrangements to deal effectively with
such problems. As there is no
universally applicable criteria for
organising the machinery of
government, it is important that
Bangladesh review its organisational
structure at the apexto ensure that the
administrative arrangements are
commensurate with its aspirations,
opportunities, resources and major
concerns. -

Areaand administration: The local
government and territorial organisa-
tion of a country generally pre-date
the establishment of field offices by
sectoral ministries. The growth of
urbanisation also tends to make local
government jurisdiction inadequate
to deal with emerging probleéms. The
commonly used approaches to tackle
these problems are reorganisation
and rationalisation of local govern-
ment, regionalisation of development
planning and administration and
creation of development authorities.
The role of local government in
national governance in most of the
developing countries (Bangladesh
included) for various reasons, such as
(a) overall scarcity of financial
resources, (b) the tendency to

.concentrate the available resources

on capital projects and in a few major
cities, (c) reluctance of national
authorities. to share power, (d)
administrative short-comings (of
local governments), and (e)
tendencies of industrial development
and trained manpower to gravitate
towards major cities. The effective
involvement of local governments in
national governance requires
conscious and strong efforts through
adopting measures such as decen-
tralisation, allocation of greater
administrative and financial
resources to local authorities and
introductionofincentive plans,

The phenomenon of depressed
areas within nations poses special
problems. Many countries have
handled them through deconcen-
tration of national offices, introducing
special grants and subsidies and
extending incentives for industrial

" growth with particular emphasis on

building physical infrastructure. The
efficacy of such measures o solve the
problems of depressed areas however

remains doubtful. More innmovative

approaches for assuring agreater flow
offinancial and otherresources forthe
development of depressed areas are
urgently needed tobring themup toa
parwiththenational standards.
Public enterprises and. authori-
ties: In manydeveloping countries the
organisation of public enterprises as
public corporations has been the
dominant approach. Although the
public corporation as a device for
implementing various development
functions is still popular it is not
without its problems. To some critics
these have been used sometimes
indiseriminately, particulady in non-
industrial activities, to skirt the basic
problems of reorganisation of public
administration. Questions have also
arisen about the relationship of public
corporations to relevant functional
departments and to legislative and
political authorities. These bodies

need rationalisation and clarifications -

1o (a) establish criteria under which a
function, programme or activity is to
be organised, (b) formulate sets of
standards about the organisation, (c)
clarify the role in the national
development process. The problems
of para-statal bodies like joint
ventures are even more complex in
terms of their overall management
and coordination.

Organisation of public services:
The organisation of public services in
many cases is literally a combination
of hundreds of systems involving
different classes, jurisdictions,
specialisations, professions and
remuneration systems. Current
systems of organisation tend to
impede allocation of personnel where
most needed, to create inequalitics
and frustrations and to make it
difficult to recruit and to accommo-
date persons with. newly required
skills and specialisations. What is
needed is the rationalisation and
redesigning of public service systems
to (i) recruit and retain persons with
requisite skills for the formulation and
implementation of development
programmes and plans, (ii) mobilise
and allocate trained staff in accor-
dance with development require-
ments and priorities, (iii) motivate
public servants to put their best
performance, (iv) avoid the dangers of
bureaucratisation, (v) allow maxi-
mum use of nationally available
expertise, and (vi) ensure congnience
between organisational structures
and patterns of public service
systems, public management and the
use of modern management
techniques,

Historically, public administration
has been more concerned with due
process of law and legal techniques
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than with the expeditious achieve-
ment of results. In fact, public
administration has to function within
legal frameworks and in full
observance of due process of 1aw. This

 is particularly true in matters affecting

‘citizens! rights and obligations.

The advent of many commercial,
industrial and economic activities in
the public realm as part of the state's
role in national development calls for
public management capabilities that
historically were associated with 'the
working of the private sector. While
public. administration even in these
instances must function within legal
frameworks, there is considerable
room for use of modemn
capabilities of national systems, A
variety of modern management
tet:hmques siich as cybemeucs.
operations research, systems
cost-benefit analysis, programme
evaluation and review technique
(PERT), critical path method (CPM),
and behavioural science have come to
dominate the management literature,

desh also use such techniques
butsheshouldbe careful astouse them
withinthe constraints of publiclawand
policies.

Manymodem techniques are based
on the use of computers. However, it
would not be advisable to introduce
them indiscriminately either because
of their assumed’ prestige value or
because of external pressure of ohe
kindorother. _

Project formulation and
implementation: It is considered very
important to improve considerably
administrative capabilities to identify,
develop and implement development
projecis. In case of major development
projects many developing countries
including Bangladesh frequently rely
on outside consulting firms and
enterprises, It is important that they
budld their own: capabilities for the
management of major projects to
ensure effective negotiations and
supervision cvenwhen the projects are
actually carried out by outside
contractors. 2

"Regulatory administration: This
has assumed newimportance with the
determination of developing countries
to exercise effective economic
sovereignty over their national
resources, and toensure thattheiruseis
in harmony with nationally desirable
objectives. The regulatary systerns will,

however, have to be designed and |

constantly watched so that these
activities do not become conservative
or begin to create bottlenecks in the

“development process.

ABMS Zahuris a retired joint secretary.
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As per‘a state poll conducted by
the Los Angeles Times, Kerry was «
up over Bush by 48 percent to 38
percent, which is a commanding
lead. This is most certainly good
news for Senator Kerry.

In the western part of America,
the liberal state of Oregon (7
electoral votes) narrowly went to
the Democratic side in 2000.
There, Senator Kerry is now

leading Bush 50 percent to 42
percent, while Nader has 4
percent, according to a poll by the
American Research Group. If this
trend continues then Oregon may
again go into the column of the
Democrats.

According to arecent AP report,
in Florida, a Mason-Dixon poll
found Bush at 48 percent, Kerry at
46 percent, and Naderat 2 percent.
A rival poll by the Los Angeles
Times put Bush at 45 percent,
Kerry at 44 percent, and Nader at 2
percent. The race therefore looks
too close to call in Florida. It is
going to be a real tossup state just
like in2000.

The Midwestlern state of Ohio
(21 electoral votes), is a swing
state. This state has a perfect
record as far as choosing the right

QUITE THE
CONTRARY /

candidate in the presidential
election for many years. In 2000,
the state narrowly went for Bush
(49.9 percent to 46.4 percent).
Polls conducted in recent times by
multiple polisters are now saying
that Bush and Kerry are tied in

Ohio., The same goes for the tiny

state of New Hampshire (4
electoral votes), which narrowly
went to Bush in the last election.

Rightnow Kerryisleading the state
by only 2 percent. The readers
should take note of the fact that
any poll taken has a statistical
errorof plus/minus 4 percent..

The way things are shaping up
as faras the presidential election is
concerned, Senator Kerry is going
to give President Bush a run for his
money. The Republican candidate
is. always flushed with money,
which makes the television add'a
cinch, - But this time around,
Senator Kerry was able to teceive
an impressive amount of election
contributions. Heis holding these
for an eleventh hour media blitz.
This makes the Republican Partya
bitedgy.

If Senator Kerry wins those
industrial northeastern states, a
few Midwestern industrial states,
and the three Pacific states
(California, Oregon, and Washing-
ton), then the only states he needs
10 wrap up victory are a few
southern states. That is where
Senator Edwards will come in
handy. This is the strategy the
Democratic Party is bracing for.
Under this scenario, President
Bush may win those smaller states
in the South, Midwest,
mountain areas, but without
carrying Ohio, Mr. Bush will run
into trouble, The math is straight-
forward. Therefore, the election
watchers should focus on
battleground states such as Ohio,
Michigan, Pennsylvania, and
Florida.

As they say, the election these
days are fought in battleground
states. It should be music to Mr.
Kerry's ears that he is leading by a
wide margin in one such tossup
state (Pennsylvania). The election
is more than three months away.
There is no tellinr%]‘lat damaging
information may @merge for any
leading candidate, If the economy
improves significantly in the next
three months, then the voters may
go with the candidacy of President
Bush. But if it remains as it is now,
then there is a chance that Senator
Kerry may come 'out victorious.
Therefore, 1 for one would be
looking at the economic data
published by thé Federal Reserve
Bank and other governmental and
private agencies. Also, the stock
market performance maytell us the
way the econemy of this giant
nation is heading. So far, market

- performance has been lackluster;

whichishould)g give xhe Republicans!

aheadache,

* he who says what the people are

The 26th U.S. President

! . Theodore Roosevelt once quipped,

"The most successhul politician is

thinking most Qfmn and in the
loudest voice.” 1 post9/11 era the
U.S. voters' mind is preoccupied
with terror attack from outside.
Messrs. Bush and! Cheney are
capitalising on it. " Let us wait and
see how this factor plays outin the
next presidential election.

Dr. AH. Jafior Ullah, & researcher and colummnist,
virites from New Orleans, USA
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Career Opportunity

DNS Group the growing ICT conglomerate wishes to employ the followmg

The candidate must have relevant degree in technical and/ or business (for ICT operations).
Minimum 5 years of working experience is reguired in sehior management position in reputed
organization. For ICT operations, relevant experience in Network solutions/Satellite
communications/ VSAT/Internet! Software/Bank automation etc will be an added advantage.
Jobiincludes day-to-day management, product development, budgeting, maintaining lizison
with different GOB/Professional bodies/Corporate customers and other related entities, Span
of experience may be reduced for highly deserving candidates.
Business Development Manager

The candidate should be a graduate with at least 2 years working experience in marketing/
sales of ICT related product and services like Satellite communications/VSAT/Internet/\VPN in
any reputed company. The incumbent should undeitake the total responsibility of planning
fbudgeting and also to implement target oriented marketing strategy as a key person of the

The candidate should be a science graduate and should have skills in UNIX/Linux and
Windows NT Server platforms for at least 3 years in large organization. Applicant should be
able to design and deploy ISP Networks as well as Office LANs. Better communications skills
will be added advantage. Preference will be given to industry certified.
(CISCO/SUN/Microsoft/Linux/Novell etc) persons.

The candidate must be bachelor of science (computer science preferable) with expertise in Ms

.Net FrameWork Environment (VB .Net/ASP .Net), PHP, MS SQL Server/Oracle,
Minimum 6 months real hands on experience in MS .Net is mandatory. Applicam should be
well conversant in UML Documentation, Database Design, Coding, Testing and Debugging.
Officer (Company Secretarial functions)
The candidate should be a graduate in commerce, business or any olher disciplines with 3- 5
years experience in maintaining statistical and statutory books of accounts, submission of

The candidate should be qualified CMA or MBA (Accounting/Finance) with minimum CGPA 3.5
on 4.0 scale from renowned University. M.Com (Accounting/Finance) with minimum two first
divisions throughout the academic career may also apply.

The candidate should be a have excellent communication skills and smart enouf;h to deal with
clients. Relevant experience will be an added advantage,;

Applicant should be self-motivated, energetic, and dynamic and be able to work both
independently and'in a team under pressure with integrity and loyalty. Applications should
include a passport size photograph, contact telephone no, two references and expected gross
salary. Good command over oral and written English are must for all positions. Applications
should be submitted on or before August, 10, 2004 to The Manager (HR), Road # 28, House
# 26, Block K, Banani, Dhaka - 1213. Only short listed candidates will be called for interview.

We are an equal opportunity employer
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