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A Real Japanese welcome
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The events aimed to welcome Real
Madrid to Japan were overflowing
withlocal culture,

The members of the Real travel-
ling party set down their footprints
for posterity in moulds for a Real
Madrid Museum to be created in the
Bouken OU zone of Tokyo. Then
straight away they recorded greet-
ings for Fuji Television and finished
off the evening with a dinner recep-
tion offered by the TV station featur-
ing plentiful servings of sushi,
sashimi, tempura and makisushi.

After the official press confer-
encés following their arrival at the
Hotel Nikko, the Real players went
one by one into a room where they
found moulds with each of their
names. After sittingdown and taking
off their shoes, the players stamped
theirfeetin the moulds toleave their
footprints in typical Hollywood
style. The blocks will be taken to an
area of the city called Bouken OU,
where they will become part of the
RealMadrid Museum,

Following this first engagement,
the Real players were taken to the
Apollon room of the hotel to record
two greetings for Fuji Television, the
TV network sponsoring Japan Tour
'04. Thus, Roberto Carlos, César,
David Beckham, Ratl Bravo, Luis
Figo, Zinedine Zidane, Ronaldo,
Ivan Helguera, Guti and Solari, after
several test runs, shouted
"Kickakewa" in Japanese, which
means "Onprineiple”.

Another group composed of
Pavén, Samuel, Celades, Niifiez,
Mejia, Casillas, Diego Lépez,
Morientes, Raiil and Salgado had an
easier time, a5 they just had to shout
FujiTelevi.

Immediately thereafter, the
footballers were joined by the
coaching, medical ands assistant
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THE KINGS ARE HERE! Real Madrid players, led by captain Raul Gonzalez (C), are welcomed by Japanese young-
sters before a training session in Tokyo yesterday. The Spanish giants take on a local selection today in the first of

theirexhibition games..

staff, as well as the director Pedro
Lipez Jiménez, Emilio Butraguerio
and José Luis Lopez Serrano. They
were all invited to the official
reception offered by the Fuji net-
work.

A giant screen, with the words
Welcome to Japan, and a com-
memorative poster for Japan Tour
'04 presided the event. Coach
Antonio Camacho reiterated in his
brief speech what he'd said in the
press conference. "We're delighted
tobeinJapan.We want to continue
to promote football and we know

that Real is the biggest team in the
world."

Team Captain Raiil insisted on
the same idea: "We're happy
because this is a country that
supports us and treats us with
respect. We'd like to return all of
that through good football.”

Words of thanks that found an
echo in the Executive Director of
Fuji Television: "We need the help
of Real Madrid for people to see
just how amazing football is. We
ask that you leave a good memory
in the heart of children that love

thissport.”

Following the speeches came
the official dinner. There was no
shortage of sushi, sashimi, tem-
pura or makisushi, in addition to
meat and desserts. There was also
a group of ten women in tradi-
tional Japanese dress for special
occasions, and entertainment
was provided by the smooth
harmonies of the group Swing
Girls, composed of 16 teenage
girls now reaching a mass audi-
ence thanks to a movie named
after them.

Edmilson
joins Barca

AFP, Barcelona .

Brazil's World Cup-winning
midfielder Edmilson will play for
Barcelona next season after an agree-
ment was reached with French club
.Lyon, a source close to the Spanish
“clubtold AFP onTuesday:

Barcelona president Joan Laporta,
who offered eight million euros (9.6
million dollars) compared to Lyon's
asking price of 12 million euros, has.
promised an additional two to three
million euros to be based on the
player's performance.

Edmilson and Barcelona had
already agreed on his salary several

ago.
‘The Spanish club, who have
already recruited the Portuguese
playmaker Deco and the French
midfielder Ludovic Giuly, are looking
for a defensive midfielder following
the departure of Dutch international
Philip Cocu to PSV Eindhoven and
fellow Dutchman Edgar Davids who
hasjoinedInter Milan.
Edmilson, akey member of Brazil's
2002 World Cup squad, will join fellow
Brazilians- including Ronaldinho,
defenders Belletti, Sylvinho and the
Spanish-BrazilianThiago Motta.

The best way is the way out
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REUTERS, London

Sven-Goran Eriksson may soonleam
what Glenn Hoddle and Terry
Venables found out before him-- that
embarrassing the Football
Association can have more bearing
on the longevity of an England man-
agerthanresultson the pitch.

News that the unmarried Swede
had a relationship with a secretary at
the FAwas unlikely, on its own, to cost
him his job as he had already sur-
vived the revelation ofan earlier affair
with celebrity UlrikaJonsson in 2002.

But the fact that the FA were
forced to confirm the affair, and that
of FA chief executive Mark Palios with
the same woman, a few days after
issuing a strongly-worded denial has
infuriated many at the governing
body of English football.

"It makes us look like idiots
because there was a denial and then
we were told it did happen,” FA board
member Dave Henson was quoted as
saying by the Guardianon Tuesday:.

“"We are [eft looking like mugs and

. that can't be right. We have been left

high and dry: There's so many ques-
tions to answer and we willbe expect-

ingthose tobe answered thisweek."

The 12-member FA board is not
scheduled to meet until next month
but an emergency meeting this week
is possible.

Whether or not it transpires that
Eriksson himself misled the FA about
the affair, the incident provides
ammunition for the FA members
who were never happy at having a
foreign manager.

There are also those who feel he
should not have been given a new
multi-million pound contract in
March this year after being photo-
graphed meeting Chelsea chief
executive Peter Kenyon.

Furthermore, his guidance of
England at Euro 2004 was indirectly
criticised thisweek when FA director of
football Trevor Brooking lamented the
inabilityofthe team to adjust to theloss
ofWayne Roaney to Injury during their
quarter-final defeatby Portugal.

England's qualification campaign
for the 2006 World Cup begins against
Austria on September 4 so the FA will
be anxious to have the matter sorted
outassoonas possible.

No England manager has been
sacked for poor results since World
Cup winner Alf Ramsey was shown
the door30yearsago.

Most have walked away from the
job and even the least popular of

England's managers, Graham Taylor,
survived three miserable years before
resigningin1993.

It is the fate of his immediate
successors in the job, Venables and
Haoddle, that is most relevant to
Eriksson.

Venables took England towithina
bootlace of the final 'of Euro 96 but
had already said he would stand
down so that court cases over various
business dealings did not interfere
with England's qualifying campaign
forthe 1998World Cup.

Hoddle succeeded him and got
England to the finals in France. Soon
after the tournament he fell foul of
some at the FA forsaying that his only
mistake had been not taking faith
healer Eileen Drewery to the tourna-
ment. ‘

The publication of his candid
"Wortld Cup Diaries" in August 1998
caused a further furore and the final
straw came in January 1999 when he
was quoted assaying disabled people
were paying for sinsin a previous life.
Hewassacked on February2,

Eriksson has always been fiercely

protective of his personal life and .

may decide that this rowis the perfect
opportunity to bring an end to his 3-
1/2yearreignin the most high profile
jobinEnglishsport.
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AFP, Athens

A CD featuring live radio broad-
casts from European champions'
Greece games in the Euro 2004
tournament sold out four days
afterits publication.

"All 40,000 copies were sold
yesterday," said publisher Yiorgos
Dramountanis. A new issue of the
CD called "The Pirate Ship" is due
to appear on Greek kiosks on
Augusté.

"I had to fasten the CDs to the
kiosk with a cord. Passers-by just
snatched them and ran away,” a
kiosk owner in central Athens told

The CD's title refers to the
Greek team's nickname "The
Pirates," inspired by their
defense-minded hit-and-run
tactics. Its cover features a pirate
flag in blue and white -- Greece's
national colours -- where a foot-
balltakes the place ofaskull.

The Greek national anthem
and "Zorbas' Dance" are also
included. :

Music records are declared

"golden LPs" in Greece when they 3

sell more than 25,000 copies.

Rank outsiders’ Greece stun-
ning conquest of the cup had
unleashed an unprecedented
wave of enthusiasm in Greece.
Millions poured out on the streets
for an all-night party after the July
4 final in which Greece beat hosts
Portugal 1-0. E
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TREASURE CD! A CD called "The Pirate Ship" featuring live radio broad-
casts from the European champlons’ Greece's games in the recent Euro
2004 tournamentseenin a photo taken yesterday.

Rooneyring
is squirrel
property!

AFB, London

Treasure hunters are banned from
an English squirrel reserve where
the flancee of football star Wayne
Rooney is thought to have thrown
her engagement ring in a pique of
anger,

dumped the 25,000 pound (38,000
euro, 46,000 dollar) ring in the
Formby Point nature reserve after a
row with Rooney over claims that
the Everton and England striker had
sexwithanescortgirl.

The reserve -- home to about 300
endangered red squirrels -- belongs
to the National Trust, which let it be
known Tuesday that treasure hunt-
ers eager to find the ring would not
bewelcome,

"We really do not want people
trampling through the woods and
disturbing the squirrels,” said
National Trust spokeswoman
Debbie Peers,

"Metal detectors are bahned
from the reserve anyway and we will
enforce this," she added. "Anybody
who is seen disturbing the squirrels
willbe asked to leave.”

Formby Point is close to the
luxury home inthe north of England
where Rooney and McLoughlinlive.

News of their spat appeared in
the Sun newspaper, which had
exclusive access to Rooney during
the Euro 2004 championships.

There are only 160,000 red squir-
rels left in Britain, compared to 2.5
million grey squirrels, a North
American species whose talent for
gathering food more quickly is
blamed for their red cousins' plight.

Chewing-
gummers
irk Putin

REUTERS, Moscow

Russia's gum-chewing soccer team
have been told to quit their habit
and sing their national anthem, by
president Viadimir Putin, officials
said onWednesday.

Putin telephoned Russian
Olympic chief Leonid Tyagachyov
during Euro 2004 and asked him to
tell the players to sing the words to
the anthem when it was played,
Olympic Committee spokesman
Gennady Shvetssaid onWednesday,

Popular tabloid Zhizn said
Tyagachyov passed on the message
to soccer officials, saying Putin was
incensed that players were chewing
gum rather than singing as the
anthemwas played.

"I told the lads to take their
national anthem more seriously;"
Russian soccer chief Vyacheslav
Koloskov told the paper. "Other
teams not only sing, they have
expressions on their faces that
straight away make it clear they are
prepared to do everything to beat
the opposition.

"And ours? They chew gum and
smile."

Officials have repeatedly tried to
persuade the team to sing the
anthem, restored to its Soviet-era
version in 2001 with new words.
Players were handed song sheets for
the 2002World Cup.

KNOCK OUT DRAW

AFP, Beifing

Asian Cup draw after completion of first
round hare Wednesday:

Quarter-finals

Friday, July 30, AtChengdu

(1) Uzbekistan v Bahrain (1000 GMT)
AtBeijing

(2) China v Iraq (1300 GMT)
Saturday, July 31, AtChongqing
(3)Japan vJardan (1000 GMT)
Atdinan

(4)SouthKorea v Iran (1300 GMT)

Semi-finals
Tuesday, August3, AtJinan

Winner (1) v Winner (3) (1000 GMT)
AtBeljing

Winner (2) v Winner (4) (1300 GMT)
3rd place play-off

Friday, August 6, At Beijing

Final

Saturday, August 7, AtBefjing
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AFP, Beijing

Holders Japan held off a strong
challenge from Iran to secure their
passage into the Asian Cup quarter-
finals as group winners here
Wednesday as brave Oman bowed
outofthe competition.

Japan, who had already booked
their place in the last eight, needed
onlyapointtowin Group D and duly
claimed it with a 0-0 draw against
the Iranians, who also went through
to the knockout stages as nunners-
up. s
The Japanese will now play
Jordan in the quarter-finals on
Saturday while Iran advance to a
heavyweight showdown against
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Blank firing Iran, Japan thru'

South Korea, who beat them at the
same stage of the competition in
2000.

JAPAN 0; IRANO

Japan and Iran's stalemate sent
Oman tumbling out of the competi-
tion. The Omanis defeated Thailand
2-0 but had needed Japan to beat
Iran in Chongging in order to have a
chance of pipping the Persians on
goal difference.

The exit was a bitter pill for the
Omanis, who had led Iran last
Saturday only to be denied by a
controversial injury-time equaliser,
a goal that ultimately cost them a
placein the quarter-finals.

Iran, who saw three quarters of
their defensive unit suspended in
the wake of the stormy match with
Oman, rallied impressively to test
the Japanese, who onee again faced
a hostile reception from 45,000 local
Chinese fans.

A header by Iranian midfielder
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Iran’s captain Ali Daei (L) executes a header past Japan's Makoto Tanaka at

Chongging yesterday.

Javad Nekounamin the 26th minute
was called back for offside, while
Japan keeper Yoshikatsu Kawaguchi
made one-handed saves from pow-
erful shots by Yahya
Golmohammadi and Mehdi
Mahdavikia.

Most of Japan's chances fell to
striker Takayuki Suzuki who shot
wide from close-range early on
before missing badly two minutes
from half-time with [ran's keeper
Ebrahim Mirzapour scrambling for
position.

Iran were unlucky not to have
been awarded a penalty on 61 min-
utes when Asian footballer of the
year Mahdavikia was brought down
in the box by Takashi Fukunishi,
Australian referee Mark Shield
waving away Iranianappeals.

Moments later Iran skipper Ali
Daei -- chasing his record 96th
international goal -- missed the
target from eight yards out with
Kawaguchinowhere.

Iran keeper Mirzapour too was
kept busy with Japan's counter-
attack, stopping a shot from inside
the penalty box by Endo Yasuhito on
75 minutes.

The closing couple of minute
finished farcically, with both sides
content to run down the clock for a
draw.

OMAN 2; THAILAND 0

In Chengdu, Oman's dreams of a
miraculous eseape got off to a per-
fect start when they took the lead
after an own goal on 11 minutes by
Thailand striker Rangsan
Vivatchaichok, backpassing into his
net.

It was all one-way traffic thereaf-
ter, with the Omanis controlling the *
tempo and launching raid after raid
deepintoThai territory.

But despite a giut of possession
Oman were urw',bkleto add to their
lead before half-time.

Striker Imad Ali, who had netted
twice in last week's draw with Iran,
found the target frequently but
Punuwat Tangunurat was equal to
the challenge.

In fact with better finishing
Thailand might have ended the half
on level terms, but Sarayoot
Chaikamdee squandered a glorious
chance when one-on-one with
Oman keeper AliAl-Habsi.

Oman’s hopes were raised when
Ali cheekily back-heeled home to
make it 2-0 after 49 minutes but
despite a wealth of chances the Gulf
side were unable to add to their lead
-- and Japan's draw with Iran sealed
their fate.

The striker in uni

AFP Jinan

Army recruit Lee Dong-Gook, top
marksman at the last Asian Cup, has
come out of the wilderness to fire

~ South Korea into the quarter-finals

withaclassy treblein two games.

Lee's nodded opener against
UAE and a brace in the 4-0 demoli-
tion of Kuwait saw him roar back to
the top of the scorers’ standings and
ignited South Korea's campaign
afteraslowstart.

They also announced the inter-

. national return of a striking prodigy

overlooked by former coach Guus
Hiddink for South Korea's astonish-
ing run to the 2002 World Cup semi-
finals.

The omission was to prove costly
with Lee missing out on the exemp-
tion from South Korea's compulsory
military service granted to the
youngWorld Cup stars.

The 25-year-old, who is seeing
out his two-year service playing for
the K-League's military side

Kwangju Sangmu Phoenix, is des-

perate to make the most of his recall

undernewcoach Jo Bonfrere.
“"There's always fierce competi-

tion for the striker position, and this +

is a rare chance which came after
fouryears," Lee told Korean media.

-

LEE DONG-GOOK

"It's time for South Korea to win
the cup, and I want to give a hand in
doingit."

Lee's six goals were instrumental
inSouth Korea's third-place finish in
Lebanon 2000, most notably his
golden goal against Iran in the quar-

orm

|

ter-finals. \ 3

But the heroies came at the
expense of a serious knee injury
prompting a dip in form which saw
him discarded by both Hiddink and
German outfitWerder Bremen.

Lee has returned to favour under
Bonfrere, netting four times in his
five matches in charge with World
Cup hero Ahn Jung-Hwan, who is
not fully match-fit, dropped to the
bench.

However, the tough-talking
Bonfrere has refused to talk up his
youngstriker,

. "He can only be the top-scorer if
we stay in the tournament, other-
wise he has no chance to score,”
warned the Dutchman, who is
hoping to bring the Asian Cup back
to South Korea after a gap of 44

years.

Lee, part of South Korea's 1998
World Cup squad at the age of 19,
must stay with Phoenix until next
March and then has to see out the
last year of a contract with Pohang
Steelers, ¢

But he says he is keen to follow
fellow strikers Ahn, Seol Ki-Hyeon
and Cha Du-Riabroad.

"Wherever it is, I do want to go
abroad. That's my long-term goal
and Iwill prepare forit," he said.

Bend it like Kasimov!

- ASIAN CUP
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AFP, Beijing

He's not married to a pop-star, you
never see him modelling half-
naked, attending Milan fashion
shows or swanning around the
Frenchrivierawearing asarong.

But for millions of adoring fans
in his homeland, Uzbekistan
captain Mirdjalal Kasimov is the
new David Beckham.

The veteran midfielder has
single-handedly guided his side
into the quarter-finals of the Asian
Cup, thanks to the sort of pinpoint
accuracy from free-kicks that are
Beckham's calling card.

The 33-year-old followed up an
exquisite curling free-kick in the
Uzbeks' tournament-opening 1-0
win over Iraq with a second
sweetly-struck effort that bent
over the wall and into the top
corner against Turkmenistan on
Monday.

Those two goals and Kasimov's
tireless displays saw him twice
named man of the match as
Uzbekistan powered to the top of
Group C and into a quarter-final
on Friday against Bahrain on
Friday.

Kasimov, who plays in Russia
for Alania Vladikavkaz, has been a
driving force at the heart of
Uzbekistan's national team since
1992 and was influential in leading
the former Soviet republic to gold
atthe 1994 Asian Games.

But he plays down his impor-
tance to the side. "We are a team,
and that is more important than
any individual," he says.

When he's not training or play-
ing with Uzbekistan, Kasimov can
be found in his hotel room scan-
ning Chinese television for high-
lights of the recently concluded
Copa America. He speaks admir-
ingly of South American football

"It is one thing to feel the ball,
but it is another thing altogether
when the ball feels you," he said.
“It is like the ball recognises you
and follows your orders. All
orders."

Uzbekistan coach Ravshan
Haydarov hails Kasimov as a

model professional who will
inspire the next generation of his
nation's footballers.

"He is a symbol of our football
and even at 33 he is still strong
enough to play at this level,"
purred Haydarov.

"He is an excellent example for
ather footballers, particularly the
younger players in our squad who
will benefit a great deal from his
vast experience."

Uzbekistan's teenage CSKA
Moscow striker Alexander
Geynrikh echoed Haydarov's
sentiments.

"Kasimov is a great man and a
great footballer and it is a joy for
strikers to playalongside him," said
the 19-year-oldg."As a striker you
canrelaxwhen Kasimovplays.”

It's all a far ery from the last
Asian Cup in Lebanon, when
Kasimov could do nothing as the
Uzbeks were crushed 8-0 by Japan
and 5-0 by Saudi Arabia to gooutin
the firstround.

Butwin or lose against Bahrain,
Kasimov and Uzbekistan's cam-
paign in China has already been a
triumph.

"We have the respect of other
teams now, " Kasimovsaid.



