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MSF doctors
leave over
security fears
in Afghanistan

AFP, Kabul

International aid organisation
Medecins Sans Frontieres said it
would pull out of Afghanistan after 24
years, blaming the government for an
increasinglyfragile securitysituation.

The medical charity, known in
English as Doctors without borders,
also accused the US-led coalition
forces in Afghanistan of using
humanitarian aid for political pur-
poses, in explainingits withdrawal.

The charity delivers aid in some
of the world's most troubled areas
but said in a statement that poor
security was "rendering independ-
ent aid for the Afghan people all but
impossible.”

It had been subjected to "killing,
threats andinsecurity,” it said.

Five MSF aid workers were killed
in a targeted attack in the northwest
Afghan province of Badghis on June
2, anareapreviously considered safe.

PHOTO: AFP

An injured Iraqi Is rushed Into a hospital in Baquba, 60 kms northeast Baghdad, following a car bomb blast yesterday.
Scores of poeple werekilled and wounded when a suicide carbomb exploded outsidea police stationin the town.

Kerry pledges more
effective 'war on terror’

REUTERS, Philadelphia

Democrat John Kerry said he could
fight a more effective war on terror
than President Bush and vowed to
help keep America safe by extending

the Sept. 11 commission's work for *

18 months,

Portraying himself as a viable |

alternative as commander in chief
and seeking to erode Bush's advan-
tage on homeland security, Ke
told a rally in Philadelphia that "the
world is waiting” for the United
States tolead.

"[ will and [ can fight a more
effective war on terror than
President Bushis," hedeclared.

On the eve of his arrival at the
Democratic National Convention in
Boston, where he will formally
accept his party's nomination as
Bush's opponent in the Now. 2 elec-
tion, Kerry said the United States
"simply must act, not as partisans,

butaspatriots."

"We understand the threat,” the
decorated Navy veteran said earlier
as he stood in front of the battleship
Wisconsin on the Norfolk, Virginia
waterfront. "We have a blueprint for
action. The only thing we don't have
istime.We need todoitnow."

The Massachusetts senator said
the commission, which found that
"deep institutional failings" in the
US government led to the Sept. 11,
2001, attacks, should stay on the job
for at least another 18 months to
monitor progress on its recommen-
dations,

The 10-member bipartisan
commission issued its final report
on Thursday. It is to formally dis-
solve on Aug. 26.

"If I'd been president last week, I
would have immediately said to the
commission, 'Yes, we're going to
implement those recommendations,""
Kerrytoldabout1,000supportersatthe

world'slargest navybase.
"Leadership requires that we act
decisively,” he said. "Back-pedaling

and going slow is something

America can'tafford."

Bush, who originally opposed
creation of the Sept. 11 commission,
said he wanted to study the report
before deciding what to do but has
since discussed with advisers ways
to speed enactment of the panel's
recommendations and could move
withindays.

However, Vice President Dick
Cheney indicated the administra-
tion may not rush to embrace all
aspects of the report. "We're at the
beginning here of what should be a
great debate,” he said on Monday. "1
don't agree with absolutely every-
thing that's init."Adding to pressure
on Bush was a warning by commis-
sion Chairman Thomas Kean that
"time is not on our side" in heading
offanyotherattackon USsoil.

Egypt won't join
force to protect
UNinlIraq

AFP, cairo

Egypt said yesterday that it would
notbe in favour of joining a multina-
tional force to protect the United
Nations mission in Iraq, if asked to
contribute troops.

"Egypt has not been officially
asked to participate in this force,"
presidential spokesman Maged
Abdul Fatah told reporters after talks
between Egyptian President Hosni
Mubarak and US Secretary of State
Colin Powell.

He added: "Egypt prefers not to
participate In this force at the
moment."

During a visit to Cairo last week,
Iraqi Prime Minister Iyad Allawi said
he had asked Egypt to encourage
Arab and Islamic countries to con-
tribute troops for a force to protect
UNoperationsinraq.

Abul Fatah said Arab and Islamic
countries were "hesitant” and were
generally not interested in getting
involved in Iraqi in a military

capacity.

US General witnessed
Iraq prison abuse

AP, Washington

The American general who
headed the US military prison at
Abu Ghraib personally witnessed
abuses there, an Iraqi man
alleged in a federal lawsuit pro-
testing his treatment.

In a videotaped deposition
from Iraq. played on Tuesday,
Saddam "Sam" Saleh Aboud said
heendured beatingsat the prison.

During one session, his hood
was removed and he said he saw
Brig General Janis Karpinski.

Aboud identified Karpinski
from a photograph in a news

- magazine that his lawyer Michael

Hourigan showed him.

"He was adamant that there
was an occasion when he was
being tortured, in Tier 1A, when
she was present and watching

and laughing as he was being
tortured," Hourigan said. He said
Aboud did not know Karpinski's
identity until he told him.

"He knew she was a supervisor
because she had a star on her hat
and she was in an American
uniform,” Hourigan said. "He
said the other soldiers would
deferto her."

Neither Karpinski nor her
lawyer could be reached immedi-
ately forcomment.

A Pentagon spokesman, Lt Col

Joseph Yoswa, said it would be
inappropriate for him to com-
menton the pendinglitigation.
. Karpinski, who was sus-
pended by the Pentagon in May,
previously has denied knowing
about any abuses at the prison
until photographs surfaced at the
end of April.

Norway fails to revive
Sri Lanka peace talks

AFP, colombo

Sri Lanka's peace broker Norway has
failed to secure an agreement with
Tamil Tiger rebels to resume talks
with the Colombo government,
President Chandrika Kumaratunga's
office saidWednesday.

Norway's top envoy Vidar
Helgesen told Kumaratunga that no
accord had been reached with the
rebel Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE) on a proposed agenda
to reopen talks that have been sus-
pended since April last year.

"Helgesen briefed the president
on his discussion with S. P
Thamilselvan of the LTTE ... indicat-
ing that there was no agreement on
the proposed agenda for the com-
mencement of the direct negotia-
tions between the government of Sri

Lanka and the LTTE," the presi-
dent'soffice saidinastatement.

It added, however, that the LTTE
had made it clear it remained com-
mitted to the Oslo-brokered
ceasefire which has been in place
since February 2002.

"The president indicated to
Helgesen that her government is
willing and keen to commence
negotiations on an interim author-
ity within the framework of a united
state and to reach a durable solution
tathe conflict,” the statement said.

It said the government had
hoped the LTTE would agree to
resume talks onthis basis.

Helgesen, who is Norway's
Deputy Foreign Minister, met with
Kumaratunga here on Tuesday
night, a day after holding talks with
the Tiger leadership in the rebel-

held town of Kilinochchi in th
island'snorth. ;
The LTTE's peace secretariat said
in astatement Monday that its politi-
cal wing leader Thamilsélvan told
Helgesen they were concerned about
truce violations in the island's east
wherearenegadeled asplitin March.
It said the Tigers also wanted
their October 31 proposal for self-
ruletakenup for discussion.

- Kumaratunga had earlier said
any discussion on interim arrange-
mentsmust be coupled with talks on
afinal settlement to the conflict that
has claimed over 60,000 lives since
1972,

| Sri Lankan officials had expected
Helgesentotryto finalisean agenda,
which has been the main sticking
point for getting the negotiations
going.

.Indo-Pak talk

Ll -

on water
dispute today

AFP [slamabad

Pakistan and India will resume talks
for the first time in six years this
week over a 19-year water dispute as
nascent dialogue between the
traditional foes inches forward,

Officials from both sides will
begin, a two-day meeting in
Islamabad on Thursday, a day later
than originally scheduled, the for-
eign ministry said Wednesday;

"The talks will now be held on
July29-30," a senior foreign ministry
official told AFP. ;

TheIndian delegation, led by the
secretary of the water resources
minister, VK. Duggal was due herg
laterWednesday.

The talks are aimed at resolving
differences over construction of a
barrage begun by India in 1985 over
the Jhelum river, which starts in
Indian controlled territory but feeds
Pakistan.

The water talks are part of the
ongoing peace process started by
the nuclear-armed South Asian
rivals early this year.

‘British court reviews

Iraqi deaths

BBC NEWS ONLINE

The families of sixIraqi civilians who
say their relatives were unlawfully
killed by British troops are begin-
ning a judicial review. They are
challenging the UK government's
refusal to hold an independent
inquiryinto the deaths.

Thedeaths of the [raqisincluding
Baha Mousa, will be the focus of the
High Court review starting yester-
day. Mr Mousa's father, Daoud, a
colonel in the Basra police, will
attend the three-day hearing in
London.

He described the severe beating
ofhis son as an "horrendous” crime,
for which no one has been arrested.
"When [ saw my son's body, [ was
horrified," MrMousa said.

"He had been beaten so severely,
I could not bear to look at him. We
were offered 5,000 US dollars but my
family turned this down because it
was an insult to our dignity. "The
crime was horrendous and his two
sons, aged three and five, have been
left fatherless," he added.

The six test cases all dating from

the end of the Iraq war include the
shootings of four Iraqi civilians,
allegedly by soldiers from the Kings
Own Regiment. The victims were
either at home, walking in the street
ordrivingwhentheywere shot.

Baha Mousa was allegedly
beaten to death in police custody.
Both his death and the death of an
[ragi police commissioner were
allegedly caused by soldiers from
the Queen's Lancashire Regiment.

Two High Court judges must
decide whether the Human Rights
Act 1998 applies to the British troops
in South East Iraq during the period
of occupation and, if so, whether
there should be an independent
inquiry to investigate the alleged
deaths of [raqi civilians.

The Iraqi familles' solicitor, Phil
Shiner, of PublicInterest Lawyers, said
the defence secretary's case was that
the Human Rights Actdid notapply.

If the High Court found in favour
of a public inquiry, he and other
lawyers would represent 37 Iraqi
families whose relatives had alleg-
edly been either killed, tortured or
seriously injured by British troops.

PHOTO: AFP
Lawyer Phil Shiner (L) and his client Kifah Al Mutari pose for pictures at the
Royal Courts of Justice in London yesterday.

PHOTO: AFP
A North Korean child waves from a window on a bus after arriving from
Inchean Intemational Airport west of Seoul yesterday. More than 200 North
Koreans arrived in South Korea on Wednesday in the second mass influx of
 defectors from the Stalinist state in two days.

More N Korean

refugees reach
South

REUTERS, Inchon

More than 200 North Koreans flew
into South Korea bn Wednesday, the
second day of a secretive operation
that has spirited refugees from the
communist North from anunidenti-
fied SoutheastAsian country.

The new arrivals followed a
similar number that reached South
Korea on Tuesday, the biggest single
batch ever among the thousands'
that have fled famine and repression
in theirisolated homeland since the
late 1990s.

The chartered plane which
arrived on Wednesday flew into
Inchon International Airport, the
main airport that serves the capital
Seoul, government and airline
officialssaid.

It operated under the same veil of
secrecy in which the previous day's’
refugees were whisked through a
military airport in Sungnam, south
of Seoul. A Reuters photographer
said the plane was parked at a
remote section of the sprawling
seasideairfield.

The South Korean government,
which has been working behind the
scenes to bring the refugees to
Seoul, has been tight-lipped about
the process and declined to con-
firm where the chartered Korean
Air plane had come from, or who
wasonboard,

FrLoobDs IN EAST INDIA
Disease adds to woes
as waters recede

AFP, Pama

Disease and fear of epidemics have
added to the woes of millions of
people displaced by floods in east

“India, even as the waters begin to

recede, officials saidWednesday:.

A disaster management depart-
ment official in Bihar state said
reports of diarrhea; viral fever, skin
diseases, eye sores and throat infec-
tions had begun pouring in from far
flung districts that were cut off for
more than a month due to theraging
floods.

Efforts were being made to get
medical help to the affected areas,
hesaid.

The Bihar state government has
also constituted an "epidemic
control cell' to monitor the situa-
tion in the 19 flood-hit districts
wherereceding water has unleashed
water-borne diseases.

"The cell is assessing round the
clock the medical and other needs of
the affected districts in fighting
epidemic and will send drugs and
otherhelpwhen needed," state chief
secretary KALH. Subramanian said.

More than four million water
purifying halogen tablets have been
distributed, hesaid.

Road and raillinks were also being
restored slowly in areas that had

turned into lakes, submerging rail-
way tracks, bridges and highways.

However, for the more than 21
million affected people, returning to
their homes is still not easy as the
much of the infrastructure has been
damaged. 4

Water levels in at least six rivers
that criss-cross the state have begun
dropping quickly although two
rivers -- the Gandak and Baghmati --
were still flowing above the danger
mark, a Central Water Commission
statementsaid.

The situation in cic worst-
affected districts of Darbhanga,
Madhubani and Sitamarhi -- where
225 of the total 452 flood-related
deaths in Bihar occurred -- was
improving, Upendra Sharma, a
spokesman of the disaster manage-
mentdepartment, said.

At many places where the water
levels had dropped, rail links had
been restored and short distance
bus services had begun.

. Subramanian said inadequate
funds to deal with the crisis
remained the government's biggest
challenge.

"We face the difficult task of
rehabilitating millions of displaced
people as they have lost their
houses and paddy crops in the
flood," he said.
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