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Alternative art camp

History of civilisation by Kakoli
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ofit.1tried togo deep into the cooking process.'

Talking about how the people were to under-
stand the working of the camp, Sharafi said that
people had to read into the concepts of the artists
which were written on the charts hanging in
Alliance Francaise Gallery or at "Chitrak”. The
public could question the artists on theirwork.

When told that the displays were rather com-
plicated, Sharafi said thatit was not an art showto
enjoy at the surface level -- one had to penetrate
the work and understand the intention of the
artist. There were the works of well-known artists
like Hamiduzzaman, who had done his installa-
tion in the 1970s (dealing with Urir Char). Wakilur
Rahman, who lives in Germany, had sent a collec-
tion of photographs on the basis of Leonardo Da
Vinci's concept of the human figure, while
Aminul Islam's painting contained fragmented
mirror pieces. There was also the work by Dhali al
Mamun. To this were added ideas dealing with the
garment industry, movement against violence
and cartoons.

Sharafi said that the reason he wanted to hold
the art camp was because when he left the art
college in the mid -1970s, many aspects of art
remained unexplained. He searched for an alterna-
tive process in moving towards a more creative
world rather than skill-based work. This camp, he
said, was based on the concept of creativity, mov-

remarked about the project, "This was aninterest-
ing opportunity to express feelings and thoughts
within a short period of time. The idea behind the

exercise was that each artist would work for a |
week then the viewers would see and experience |

the piece of art. Imyselfhave chosen toillustratea @

space and its use in an area of the under- |
construction building near Chitrak. I called my |

work 'Awishlist",!

Nisar Hussain, one of the organisers of the

camp, said, 'The art camps that have been held
before in Bangladesh have been more like picnics,

Theartists met, ate, worked and came away. Itwas, |

not clear why the camps had been held. In con-
trast, there was adefinite vision behind this camp.

People from different fields, who had artistic

Jeanings found a space to express themselves.
There was then an interaction betweenthe people
who took part. This included artists, actors and
various other creative people. Among our objec-
tives was to show that art was not an expensive
affair that required a huge budget. There were 26
participantsand theyworked till July23.’

'We all learnt from each other. The camp made
the artist stop and think twice about what he was
doing,' said Shishir Bhattacharya, the well-known

cartoonist. Andrew Jenkins, from the Bangladesh | Nouw, thankfully, the scéne is changing. We have many

| youngsters educaled in cinema making and associated

Water Development Board, added,'The concepts

Actor, dzrectar colummst ml]eshow host, ad—maker and, ubave all aci L

ing personality--there seems to be no stoppmgAIz Zaker. His favounre T0
 that ofactor and director: 'l love then as I did when Istarted,' he maintains.
Managw ng hrs vanous accapanons with ease, he found rhe ame 1o mlk 10 our

Howwnu]dynudesmbe yourwayo[ljfe? _

1 have a desire to develop and es:ab!uh mysei[r in
theatre, writingand photography. '
Whatdo youdoinyourfree time?

 Ilove to venture out into the rural paris of Bangla-
desh at least once or twice a week. I also go Iom_v
hometown in Brahmanbariaa wholelot.
1s the Bangladeshi film industrya dlsappu lntingmc
study?

Our predecessors focused on me-mfy making money.

- there, the world stopped revolving for 30 seconzs. This

culmral correspondent

doubz d:sbehgfand thmugh mwsngaimn. Imm‘d fem’ i
theaudience listeningeamestly, witha pin-drop-stlence. |
lingering in the whole hall. Suddenly, ‘a chap from |
behind the audience screamed out ‘Marnn! referving to. |
my character from the drama Bahu Brihi. Then and

was a very weird and a painful experience I had and 1
will, in all likelihood, rememberitforas long asIlive,

- Whatwould youdo ifyou were theleader ofyourclan |
or the Prime Minister of the country and had the :5

chance to do something different? .
Among the younger generation I wau!d ﬂy ta

: i fromd t d beantification. B were very interesting and moving, especially the | 1 d respect i
: Fayza HAQ ing a“"’;b’ ‘-‘T\il_l "-"‘;‘;"3 on ?lnkuieau Cta 0& T RO culptural installation based on Urir Char, por- with the whole process. The perspective of the audience  enhance the traditional values of love an msp for |
- Artiste: Babulahrned . Wasa place whereldeas anc SKills Came (Ogeiner traying the devastationwrought by cyclones. today has also changed the demand for the whole  whichwefoughtthe LiberationWar. f

Vanua"Exh}brfmn Hall of the Saiful Haque, a well-known a":h““t RIS gty cy ; | scene, like Matir Moyna, which waswellappreciated by Howsatisfied areyouasanartiste? |
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Z1Z Sharafi explained the motive behind
the recent art camp recently held at Alli-

ance Francaise, Chitrak and in an ongoing
construction. To quote Sharafi, 'Thisis a camp for
alternative process and thinking. In this, you will
nol find the traditional process to art. The artist
tried to' find himsell within his environment,
heritage and culture. He tried to find a visual
language that related to oneself rather than bas-
ing it on academic or skills that one has leamnt.
Here one dropped western abstraction and real-
ism and tried to understand one’s own vision.
_This camp gave an opportunity for the
exchange ofideas among artistes and non-artists,
This campitried to ﬁnd an approach towards self-
realisation.'

Asked to claborale about the camp, Sharafi
said, "There were architects and doctors working
along with artists and actors, Thus the partici-
pants came from different disciplines who cre-
ated art work according to their individual per-
spectives, Some people dealt with ‘garments,
others with architectural tools and so on, My own
works were based on cooking and I used that for
visual communication. I didn't cook with real
food but with different materials and created
different recipes out of different materials, like
taking colours from animage to create a dish out

Telefilm Bikeler Megh

An art camp where ideas and skills came together

| manyforviewingasliceof lifefroma perx‘od ofhistory.
| Whatisyour dreamrole?

King Lear in a Bangla production. I have done

| Macketh, Prospero from the Tempest, Ga;’n‘eo and
! marwnrherm;armlesai’mady
i Doyoureca]lanywcirdexpeﬂenccsmihafan? e

Iremember when I was playing the part of Galileoin

a play. 1 was narrating the speech where "Galileo .
| explained how science is discovering the truth through

The hot rumour is that Karisma Kapoor has been roped in to play the
female lead in Zoya Akhtar's (Farhan Akhtar's sister) film, Nargis. This
role was earlieroffered to Madhuri Dixit but when things didn'twork out,
Karisma is said to'have lapped up the offer. There is, however, no offi-

cial confirmation on this.

financing, which is why we cannot make use of ou

Still very dissatisfied. We have some of the best |
talents and competent people in terms of knowledge |
related to art and technology, but are stifl unable'to. |
comeup with standard playsin anymedia whatsoever, |
Westill havealong wayto go, since weare stillbound by
merely one camera. We also face problems related 1o

ideas, because someone might spenda lot of mone;yfar i
Ihcsakeofcrmi‘mg art, bu.f. wan rgerpmdback. B

Save the Children- USA

A Conflict of urban life

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

Prachyanaat stages Gondarto ralse
‘funds for flood vnctlms s

“‘concert for ﬂood aﬁected

The premiére of the telefilm Bikeler
Megh was held at the Spectra
Convention Centre of Gulshan on
July 26. The writer of the telefilm is
Mahbub Aziz and the director is
Gazi Rakayet,

The conflict of urban life is well
delineated in this telefilm. In Aziz's
words, 'The telefilm doesnotuse the
narrative approach, rather it has
been picturised with simplicity.
From the starting to the end the
same thoroughness has been
followed.!

This is Rakayet's maiden work as
a telefilm director. "The plot of the
telefilm encouraged me to make the
film.! He further says, 'l tried to
maintain the poetic flavor of the
film.' According to the director this

Shomi Kalser and Intekhab Dinar in a scene from the telefilm

'CULTU‘RAI. C{JRRESPONDENT

Theama group Prachyanaat has come forward to

organise a fundraiser for the ﬂnnd afflicted
people. The group will hold a stage/'show ofits
latest production, Gondar, at the Experimental
‘Theatre Hall of Bang] adcsh Shﬂpalmla Acadcmy ]

on July30.

A translatjun.of the absurd p]achzsRhmawms- i
by Eugene lonesco, Gondar is a sharp satire on
the inhumanity of humanbeings. lonescoshows

in his play the irrational quality of the totalitarian,
social structure of France during the SecondWorld
War, The play shows this through a symbolic
tansfunnatmnufmepeop]cmm thinos, -
Translated. by Jahurul Haque, the play is
directed by ToufiqulIslamimon; s
TicKets, valuing Taka 100 and 200 may be

Asequence frnm tha play Gonﬂ'ar

Among the foremost cast

members of the telefilm are Shomi  Mallik Jolly, Rahmat Ali, Samsul

Rahman, Dilara Jaman, Wahida |

} CULTURAL GORRESPONDENT

i Tu irnprmr:: the abysmal living
: conditions of flood-stricken_chil-
. dren inthe country, the members of
: event-management company
1 SERSHA arc organising a chanty:
. concert. The function is slated for
» July30 atthe concerthall of FuWang

Bowling Club. Funds generated

 from ticket sales will be donated to
¢ save the Children-USA, an interna-
'+ tionalaidagency,

* Since 1972, Save the (,hﬂdrcm-

i USA has been implementing inte-
- grated’ community development
: programmes in Bangladesh,
: namely in Dhaka, Chittagong,
-4 Barisal, Khulna, Rajshahland'iylhet

" Through its various
. programmes the Bangladesh Field -

Office (BFO) ensure benefits to 20

million Bangladeshis. The focusis

on the poor and mSndvanlaged
population: The BEQ is currently

working on 'cr'ne;g’en(:}r flood
disaster management.
programmes in dzﬂemnt parts of

the country,
The charity pmgralnme is a

rock concert featuring popular

mainstream rock bands along

with new. and promising musi-

cians. Tickets, priced at Tk 150,
can be collected from Jatra and
Fahim's Music Store at Banani,

‘Ratan' Health Centre at Navana
Towers and Hollywood GD shop at_

collected from Sagar Publishers and,];?eame Ccmer atBally Road and Marmar atAziz Super Ma:ket
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News Headlines (Bangla) al 8:55
am.12:10 pm. 2:00 pm. 3:00 pm. 4:00
pmi. 7:00 pm.

News (Bangla) al 8:00 am 1:00 pm.5:00
pm.8:00 pm.

News (English) st 3:00 pm. 10:00 pm.
Late Night News (Bangla and English)
11:30 pm.

CHANMEL-i

News (Bangla) at 7:15 am. 9:00am.
7:15pm, 9:00pm, 10:30,12:15 am.
Telecast of BTV news (Bangla and
English) a1 11:30 pm.

ATN BANGLA

News (Bangla) at 7:00 am.10:00am.
2:00 pm. 7:00 pm. 10:00 pm, 11:00

pim.
Telecast of BTV News (Bangla and
English) at11:30 pm.
Lalest News (Bangla) at 9:00 a.m,10:00
am, 11:00 am.1:00pm.3:00 pm.
4:00pm,6:00 pm and 8:00 pm.

- niv
News Headlines (Bangla) ai 10:00 am.
12:00 am. 6:15 pm. 9:30 pm.
News (Bangla) 7:30 am. 2:00 pm. 5:00
pm.7:30 pm.10:30 pm,
Telacast of BTV 'News '(Bangla and
English} at 11:30 pm.

TARA BANGLA
NewsHeadines(Bangla) at 5:30 pm. 7:30

pen.
Tara News (Bangla) at 8:30 pm. 11:30
pm.
Tara News Bangladash (Bangia) at 9:30
pm.
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Siddiqua Kabir's Recipe
Onntvat8:15pm

Cookery show

Hosted by Sharmin Lucky
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Unfaithful

On StarMoviesat10:15 pm
Genre: Drama/Thriller

Diane Lane, Erik Per Sullivan, Richard Gere

.. seenon TV
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