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Democrats vow :

to bag Asian

votes
AFP, Washington

As the race to theWhite House heats
up, Democratic presidential candi- : §

date Senator John Kerry is moving - §

aggressively to win the hearts of :
minority Asian Americans while :
keeping his foreign policy on Asia !

vague.

The Asian vote may turn crucial :
for both Kerry and incumbent : |
GeorgeW. Bushinwhatislikelytobe :
a tight race although foreign policy :

on the region has not been a central @ [

feature of the presidential cam- . §

paign.
The Democrats are sending the

biggest Asian American delegation :
to their national convention in -

Boston, which kicked off Monday
that would officially nominate Kerry
as the party’s candidate in the
November polls.

This year's 211 participants from :
the Asia-Pacific American commu- .
nity represents nearly four percent :
of total delegates, up from three ;

percent at the 2000 convention,
partyofficials saic.

The Asia-Pacific Americans
make up 40 percent of minority
delegatesattheconvention.

- i PHOTO: AFP
* Former US president Bill Clinton waves after speaking to the Democratic
: National Convention on Mondayatthe Fleet Center in Boston, Massachusetts,
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Clinton invigorates
Kerry campaign

AP Boston

Energized by Bill and Hillary
Clinton, Democrats castigated
George W. Bush as a president who
mishandled the economy and
bungled the waron terror.

John Kerry will "rally the world to
our side,” the former president said
as the party turned to an aging
liberal warrior and Kerry's outspo-
ken wife to define the
Massachusetts senator.

Day Two of the Democratic
National Convention focuses on
what Kerry's campaign describes as
his lifetime of service, from a volun-
teer combat tour inVietnam to more
than two decadesin political office.

The Navy veteran campaigned in
Florida on Monday and was appear-
ing in the Navy town of Norfolk, Va.,
on Tuesday, where he was calling for
theSept. 11 commission to continue
working past its scheduled end date
of Aug. 26 to ensure recommended
reformsareputinplace.

President Bush may act within

- days on some of the commission’s

recommendations, a spokeswoman
said, as the question ofwhich candi-
date can best protect America con-
tinued to dominate the fight for the
presidency.

In the absence of Kerry, who was
to arrive Wednesday, Democrats
were hearing from Massachusetts
Sen. Edward Kennedy, the liberal
icon whom Republicans love to link
with Kerry; and the candidate's wife,
Teresa Heinz Kerry, who drew atten-
tion this week by telling areporterto
"shoveit."

Neither seemed likely to match
the Clintons' overwhelming crowd
appeal.

Introducing her husband
Monday night as."the last great
Democratic president," Mrs.
Clinton revved up the packed con-
vention hall by saying Kerry "will
lead the world, notalienateit."

When the former president took
the stage, delegates jumped up,

screamed, applauded and waved
placards. Even as he clearly enjoyed
it, Clinton quickly turned the focus
to insisting that Kerry would be a
good commanderinchief.

"During the Vietnam War,
many young men, including the
current president, the vice presi-
dent and me, could have gone to
Vietnam and didn't. John Kerry
came from a privileged back-
ground. He could have avoided
going too, but instead, he said:
Send me," Clinton said.

In keeping with the Democratic
convention strategy of avoiding
strong Bush-bashing, Clinton
jabberl the Republicans sharply on
the economy, tax cuts and corporate
windfalls, while taking more subitle
digsatthe presidenthimself.

Kerry has "a willingness to hear
other views, even those who dis-
agree with him," Clinton said. "John
Kerry will make choices that reflect
both conviction and common
sense.”
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Turkey warned of 9/11
styled plane attacks

AFP, Ankara

Turkey has received intelligence the
al-Qaeda network may try to carry
out attacks in the country similar to
the plane hijackings in September
11, 2001 in the United States, the
Milliyet daily said yesterday.

Officials confirmed that a meet-
ing to review security measures at
airports had recently been held, but
denied it was linked to a specific
warningofan al-Qaedathreat.

Milliyet said Turkey received
information from an “important
source” onJuly 16 thatal-Qaedamay
be planning to either hijack a plane
and crash it into a target on the
ground or blow up a plane in the air
usinghomemade explosives.

The newspaper said the interior
ministry convened an urgent meet-
ing of security and air authorities

" last week and ordered security

measures at airports be raised to
"level yellow", the highest state of
alarmafter thetop "levelred”.

A police spokesman said the
meetingwasa routineone.

"Security and air authorities meet
every month to review security mea-

sures at airports.... There was nothing
specialaboutal-Qaeda," he told AFE

Police at Turkey's biggest airhub,
the Ataturk airport in Istanbul,
denied there was any special situa-
tionin place.

"Security measures at airports
have already been kept at a maximum
levelsinceSeptember11," he said.

Another airport official said: "l
amnot aware of such an intelligence
but security is always tight at air-
ports.”

Security fears have haunted
Turkey since November last year
when suicide bombers detonated
explosives-laden (trucks at two
synagogues, the British consulate
and the British-based HSBC bank in
[stanbul, killing 63 people and
causing massive destruction.

Officials have blamed the bomb-
ings on a local extremist cell linked
to al-Qaeda, which they said secu-
rity forces haye nowdismantled.

In March, two suicide bombers,
also accused of being linked to Al-
Qaeda, attacked a masonic lodge
in Istanbul. One of the assailants
and a second person were killed in
the blast.

US war on terror is 'void'
after decision to protect
Mujahedeen: Iran

"AFP Tehran

Iran hit out at the US decision to
grant protected status to the Irag-
based People's Mujahedeen yester-
day, the main [ranian armed opposi-
tion group, saying it proved
Washington's war on terrorism was
asham.

"The United States is using its
fight against terrorism as a tool, and
we knew from the beginning that
this fight is void and they are not
serious,” foreign ministry spokes-
man Hamid Reza Asefi said, quoted
bythe official newsagency IRNA.

"Using the Geneva Convention
to protect this terrorist group is
naive and unacceptable,” headded.

The United States confirmed
Monday it had granted protected

status to nearly 4,000 members of

the People's Mujahedeen, now
confined to a military-run camp in
western [rac.

This contrasts with the US desig-
nationofal-Qaedadetainees.

The US State Department
stressed, however, that the move
had no effect on the US "foreign
terrorist organisation” designation
for the group, also known as the
Mujahedeen-e-Khalq (MEK) or
National Council of Resistance of

"The 3,800 members of the MEK
that are in (Camp) Ashraf have been
granted protected persons status,”
deputyspokesman Adam Erelisaid.

He explained that the move gave
the militants rights under the
Geneva Conventions but would not
shield them from eventual prosecu-
tion onpossible terrorism eharges.

US using Darfur to

topple govt: Sudan

REUTERS, Addis Ababa

Washington is using the Darfur
crisis as a pretext to topple the
Sudanese government, Khartoum's
envoy to the African Union (AU) said
yesterday.

Ousman Alsaid also told report-
ers Western military intervention in
its remote western regionwould risk
splitting Afiica's largest country and
unsettlingitsneighbors.

"The US government is using the
crisis in Darfur to bring down the
government of Sudan,” he said on
the sidelines of a meeting on Darfur
of the 53-state AU's peace and secu-
rity council.

His remarks were the latest
attempt by Sudan to compare out-
side criticism over Darfur with US-
led pressure on Iraq before the war
which ousted Saddam Hussein and
was opposed by Arabstates.

"The policy of the government of
Sudan is not liked by the US admin-
istration 5o the Americans are tar-
geting the government of Sudan

because of it political stance," he
said, indicating Sudan's anti-
American policies on prominent
Arab issues such as Iraq and the
Israel/Palestinian dispute.

Washington is expected to call a
UN vote this week on a US-drafted
resolution threatening Sudan with
sanctions over Darfur, where the UN
says one million have been dis-
placed and 30,000 morekilled.

The European Union on
Monday called on the United
Nations to consider imposing
sanctions on Arab League member
Sudan ifit does not neutralize Arab
militia which have been attacking
African communities. US
Congress has called the campaign
agenocide.

Attacking what he said was a
British contingency plan to send
troops to Darfur, Alsaid said Western
military intervention could lead to
the fragmentation of Sudan. "This in
turn could destabilize the nine
countries neighboring the Sudan,"
hesaid.

Egyptian diplomat freed

Kidnappers urged to release Pakistanis

AFP, Baghdad

Two Iraqis were killed and more than
a dozen US soldiers wounded, as

Islamabad made a fresh appeal

Tuesday for two Pakistanis threatened
with death after an Fgyptian diplomat
wasreleased by his abductors.

Fears also ran high for two
Jordanian hostages, who worked as
drivers for a company supplying US
forces in Iraq, and an Iraqi being
held by Islamic militants along with
the two Pakistanis.

Meanwhile, Pakistan issued a
fresh appeal for the release of two
nationals threatened with death by
their Islamic militantabductors,

Islamabad said the two had no
connection with international poli-
ties and their kidnapping had put the
Pakistani peopleindeep agony:

Azad Hussein Khan, a mainte-

nance engineer and Sajjad Naeem,
29, a driver, were kidnapped on
Friday by a group calling itself the
Islamic Armyin [raq,

The Arab satellite news channel
Al-Jazeerahasbroadcast avideo from
the group, showing the hostages’
identity cards and photographs.

Islamabad said the two were not
working for US forces and that
Pakistan had not made any commit-
menttostationtroopsinIrag.

"We appeal to the captors to
release the two innocent Pakistanis
in the name of humanity" said a
foreign ministryspokesman.

Late Monday, Egyptian diplomat
Mohamed Mamdouh Kotb was
released after 72 hours in captivity.
His captors told the father of three
that he was free to go because of his
characterand religious faith.

"] am free and already at the

Egyptian interests section in
Baghdad," Kotb, Cairo's third rank-
ing diplomat in Baghdad, told AFP
by telephone. "I thank God and all
those who worked for my release
hereinIraqand Egypt."

Just minutes before, Al-Jazeera
broadcast a video apparently show-
ing him being released and even
hugging one of hiskidnappers.

Yet despite Kotb's release, more
than 20 captives are known to be
missing or held for ransom, in Iraq's
perilous hostage drama buoyed by
Monday's snatching of the two
Jordanians.

A colleague at Daoud and
Partners named the victims as
Ahmed Salameh Hassan and Fayez
Saad al-Adwan. The firm his been
transporting food to US troops in
Iraq since the March 2003 invasion
and is headed by an American.

¥

PHOTO: AFP

Kausar Perveen (R), the wife of Pakistani hostage Azad Hussein who is held by insurgents in Irag, cries as her chil-
dren showa picture of her husband in Islamabad yesterday. Perveenalong with her five children has appealed for the

rg[aaseolherhusbandsonthegruundsoflslamandhumanlt_yr. e 2e

4 Guantanamo
prisoners
handed over
to France

AFP, Evrew, France

Four French detainees at the US
prison complex at Guantanamo Bay
who were handed over to French
authorities arrived Tuesday at an
airbase westof Paris, officialssaid.

A French airforce plane carrying
the men touched down atthe baseat
Evreiscat 12:45 pm (1045 GMT).

The four were due tobe takeninto
custody by police working for the
domestic intelligence agency, the
Directorate for Territorial
Surveillance (DST).

Three other French nationals
remain at Guantanamo, All seven
were seized by US forces in
Afghanistan between the end of
2001 and early in 2002, when the
United Stares went after al-Qaeda
and their Taliban hosts following the
September 11 attacks.

The handover of the detainees
had been requested by the French
anti-terrorism prosecutor Jean-Louis
Bruguiere, who has been investigat-
ing the men since November2002 on
possible terrorismcharges.
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Powell urges coalition
partners to stay in Iraq

AFP, Budapest

US Secretary of State Colin Powell
urged Hungary yesterday to remain
part of the increasingly shaky coali-
tion of occupation forces in Iraq,
saying that was the only hope for the
Iragipeople.

"There is a brighter future ahead
for the Iraqi people only if the coali-
tion stays together,” Powell told the
state-run Hungarian television
station MTV after he arrived in
Budapest at the start of a tour of six
Buropean and Middle Eastern
countries.

Hungaryis one of about 30 coun-
tries which contributed troops to
the US-led force in [raq after last
year's invasion and has only about
300 soldiers there, out of a total of
around 150,000,

But five countries have already
pulled out of the coalition, and the
United States is worried that contin-
uing armed resistance to its military
presence and a recent spate of
kidnappings of foreigners, some of
whom have been brutallymurdered,
will encourage others to followsuit.

Powell said that when he meets
Hungarian Foreign Minister Laszlo
Kovacs here Tuesday that "I will
convey our appreciation, our thanks
and the thanks of the Iragi people for
Hungarian steadfastness, willing-
ness to stay in the presence of con-
tinued danger." -

He stressed that "Hungary is a
free and democratic country” and
said "its parliament will make its own
decision” whether to renew the man-
date of the Hungarian contingent
whenitexpiresattheend of the year.

But, he said, "I hope they will at
that time take a look at the progress
that is.being made and come to an
informed judgment”.

Kovacs said on Thursday that the
Hungarian contingent might be
withdrawnbefore theend of the year
ifIraq returns tostability.

Hungarian troops are based at
Hilla, 100km south of Baghdad
under Polishcommand.

Defence Minister Ferenc Juhasz
has said that a decision on the mis-
sion would have to be made by
parliament, where a two-thirds
majority would be needed.

Bomb threat
forces UA flight
to return to
Sydney

AFP, Sydney

A bomb threat found mid-flightona
United Airlines plane carrying 264
people forced an emergency return
to Sydney yesterday, sparking a full
alert in airspace along Australia's
easternseaboard.

A government spokesman said
the pilot of Los Angeles-bound fight
UABA0 decided to turn back 90
minutes into the journey aiter he
was told of a note scrawled on a
sickbagfoundin the toilets.

Transport Minister John
Anderson said the note, found by a
passenger, claimed there was a
bomb onboard.

The plane dumped excess fuel on
the trip back to Sydney, landing
safely at Australia's largest airport at
5.50 pm (0750 GMT).

Transport Minister John Anderson
said the security scare resulted in a
level three alert, the highest emer-
gencyratingininternational aviation.

"It triggered the very real course
of action right along the eastern
seaboard and indeed airports across
Australia as airspace was closed and
everything from fire trucks and
medical services were put on a very
high levelalert," hesaid.

PHOTO: AFP
Indian activists of the left-wing All India Popular Women's Committee listen
to speech as they display banners during a demonstration near Parliament
in New Delhi yesterday. The demonstration was held to urge India's new
Congress-led United Progressive Alliance (UPA) government to adopt a
parliamentary blll to ensure a 33 percent reservation of seats for women in
the parliament.

Tigers insist on self-rule in
talks with peace envoy

AFP, Kilinochchi

Sri Lanka's Tamil Tiger rebels
Monday called for self rule during
talks with a top Norwegian envoy
Monday, a day after the guerrillas
killed eight rivals from a breakaway
group, officials said.

The rebel Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) told
Norway's deputy foreign minis-
ter Vidar Helgesen that any
resumption of negotiations with
the Colpmbo government must
be based on their proposal for
regional autonomy.

The LTTE's peace secretariat said
in a statement that its political wing
leader S. P Thamilselvan also told
Helgesen that they were concerned
about truce violations in the island's
east where a renegade led a splitin
March.

"Mr, Thamilselvan briefed the
Norwegian team that included Mr.
Hans Brattskar, the Norwegian
Ambassador, that there is no change
to the position of the LTTE" the
statementsaid.

It said the Tigers wanted their
October 31 proposal for an Interim
Self Governing Authority taken up
fordiscussion, a demand rejected by
President Chandrika Kumaratunga.

Helgesen held talks with the
Tigers in the rebel-held town of

\

Kilinochehi, 330km north of
Colombo.

"His visit is part of the shuttle
diplomacy to take the peace process
forward,” a Norwegian diplomat
said. "We do not want to raise expec-
tationsofa breakthrough."

On theeve of his visitto Sri Lanka,
the LTTE killed eight men at a "safe
house" of the breakaway faction of
renegade regional commander V.
Muralitharan, better known as
Karuna.

The government in a statement
Monday condemned the killings
and said resort to "terrorist violence
does not conform to the spirit and
the letter of the ceasefire agreement
and does not augur well for the
smooth commencement of direct
negotiations with the LTTE."

It did not say who was responsi-
ble for Sunday's massacre of the
eight men.

The Tigers in a statement posted
on their peace secretariat Internet
website said the men who killed top
aides of Karuna "surrendered” to
them in the eastern district of
Ampara, 350km east of Colomba.

"They reported that they were
with the Karuna faction till Saturday
and had strong difference of opinion
all the while and at 01.00 hours
today, shot dead seven of Karuna's
men,” the statementsaid.
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DPRK threatens to
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uit talks

200 N Korean defectors land in Seoul

AFP, Seoul -

North Korea said yesterday it may
consider pulling out of talks aimed
at resalving the nuclear standoff in
ap angry response to the passage of
a US human rights bill critical of the
Staliniststate,

The US House of Representatives
last week unanimously passed the
bill, called "North Korea Human
Rights Act of 2004," which moves to
the Senate for a later vote before
becominglaw.

The bill calls for concrete steps
on North Korean human rights

abuses including aid to human
rights groups and defectors.

North Korea's foreign ministry, in
a staternent carried by the official
Korean Central News Agency,
branded the bill a tissue of lies that
slandered the Stalinist state by
raising "non-existent” humanrights
issues.

Faced with such "ceaseless
political provocations," the state-
ment attributed to an unnamed
ministry spokesman said North
Korea could pull out of talks with the
United States and boost its military
firepower.

Meanwhile, more than 200 North
Koreans arrived in South Korea
yesterday behind awall of secrecy as
the government played down the
biggest influx yet of defectors from
the Stalinist state.

Officials said the mass arrival was
"sensitive” and refused to discuss
details, disclosing only that an
Asiana Airlines flight airlifted the
North Koreans from a Southeast
Asiannation.

"This is a very unusual situation
which shows how sensitive the
whole thing is," said a spokesman
for the foreign ministry.
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