into existence.
% STEPPING THROUGH TIME

A symbol-of artistic magnificence is the
Persian carpet. The Iranians were among
the pioneer weavers of the ancient civilisa-
tions. The carpet business was a family
tradition where the fathers handed down
the knowledge to the sons who perfected
the techniques further and handed them
over to their sons. The processes thus
became closely guarded family secrets,

To trace the history of the Persian
carpet is to trace the history of one of the
greatast civilisations ever known, The
carpets started out from simple articles of
need to cover the floors and walls of tents
belonging to nomadic tribesmen. This
protected them fromthe cold and damp.
The increasing beauty of these articles
found new owners in kings and noblemen.
Researchers found the earliest existing
Persian carpet during excavations of burial
mounds in the Altai Mountains of Siberia in
a place called Pazirik. Another rug found in
“the same area dates back to the first cen-
tury BC. From the 3rd to the 7th AD during
the Sassanian dynasty Persian carpets won
great acclaim as they were being exported
to many other'parts of the country. The fall
of the dynasty in the following centuries

- wide range of greens; The climatic condi-——

-such handicrafts,

* Banaladeshi jute carpets are primarily

- its finest. Most of the carpets had a 10mm

~were also produced. At present most of the -

ing to maintain this industry. As a result it

« the city dwellers can go to Elephant Road ]

Building in Motijheel. The local items.cost
- between 3 .000 t0 10, 000 taka. S
- colours are about 20-25 taka persquare

are often long and carpets are thick. The
preferred colours are blue, indigo and a

tions-are rather harsh with long winters
encouraging the villagers to indulge i in

-

 THE ALLURE OF THE GOLDEN FIBRE

made from the golden fibre jute. Jute'is -
one of those amazing fibres that have tons.
of different uses. One of the wider purposes
it serves is that for weaving carpets, This
golden fibre was used by the BIMC (Ban-
gladesh Jute Mill Corporation) to produce

pile: Wall hangings, door mats and'rugs

carpet factories are closed down due to
availability of raw materials, flooding of
the market by foreign goods and lack of
funds. The government does close to noth-

15 soon going to become just a symbol of
heritage in the pages of history,

The right carpet at the entrance to a house
plays a role in creating a proper first :

impression. It proposes a particular invita-
tion to a visitor as well as acting as eye

candy for the dwellers. For tasteful décor -

Purana Paltan C!
dISplay centre in the Adamjee Court

-

- The order in which the colours have to

£0 revive the ancient trade-and in the ,»-' ;

located at Shukrabadh. The designs include

room, living room etc.
CARPETS. OF KASHMIR

Kashmir is famous the world over for the-
beautiful hand woven carpets. Basically
brought to India by Muslim traders it
strongly refiects Persian motifs and styling.
These exquisite creations are hand knotted
in accordance to a strict code of colours.

appear is lyricised in a song or mantra;
which the weavers hum while they do the
work, Kashmiri carpet designs are usuatly
written down on paper in'a kind of short-
hand style called talim, a practice derived
from the traditional methods used for
making kani shawls, o :
SATRANJIL -
Satranfi is an ancient techmque for weay-
ing rugs. It was in great demand during the
18th century in the Mughal courts, In
Rangpur many of the families were invelved
in this business. In 1829 the DC of Rangpur
was a man named Nishbeth. He was " :
amazed by the craftsmanship and did a lot
to promote the business, That's why that
region is named after him.
The post liberation war era saw a decline in
the trade. But in the last decade the trade
has seen a revival thanks to Shafikul Alam
Selim; He has introduced new technigues

process he has provided employment for
_ over 300 families. Satranji is marketed asa
brand-name with a display centre in Dhaka
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