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Star Search Dhaka auditions

CULTURAL CORRESPONDENT

VER the years, the Benson

& Hedges Star Search has

become an important
music event, especially with the
younger generation of musicians,
The programme has produced a
number of promising solo and band
performers. However, the auditions
held so far do not seem up be up to
the mark this year. Further, it seems
that the participants do not have a
correct understanding of the event.
Nevertheless, the Dhaka auditions
took place at the Dhaka Billiard
Centre on July 25 with much enthu-
siasm.

Seven band groups and 13 solo

performers participatedin the

HARUN UR RASHID

g E made all arrangements
for his first ever solo exhi-
bition. Just prior to the

event, he wenthome to his village of
Hurka in Bagerhat--to see his par-
enls, maybe to gel their blessings.
But fate had something else on the
cards, Within 12 days of a brain
hemorrhage, Sanatan Biswas died
onDecember 24 1ast year. Inhisbrief
lifetime of 37 years, artist Sanatan

~ could not hold a single solo exhibi-

tion.

To cover this gap, Sanatan's
friends and well-wishers have
organised Ekbar Paay Tarey, an
exhibition of his works, The display
is being held at the Zainul Gallery of
the Institute of Fine Arts (IFA),
Dhaka University.

Born in a remote village in
Bangladesh, Sanatan showed
interest in painting at a very early
age. However, regular lessons
began later. In 1990, he went to
Khulna Art College and took
admission in the pre-Bachelor of
Fine Arts course. In 1994, he
received the certificate from
Rajshahi University and came to
the capital to study at the IFA. Here
he got admission in the Depart-

ment of Oriental Arts. Sanatan
completed his coursein 2003.
Meanwhile, Sanatan partici-
pated in a few workshops under
eminent artists of the country, In
1993, he took part in a watercolour
workshop in Khulna conducted by
SM Sultan. After coming to Dhaka,
+ he participated in a workshop
conducted by the now defunct
Artists' Guild. There he learnt
watercolour from artists like
Mustafa Monwar, Rafiqunnabi,
Nasrin Begum and Shishir
Bhattacharya.

The exhibition includes about 40..,

paintings from over 500 art works
Santan completed during his stu-
dentlife. 'Itis amazing that an artist
could have done so many paintings
before he completed his MFA,' says
Tokon Thakur, Santan's friend, poet
and one of the organisers of the
exhibition..

Sanatan's paintings at the exhi-

bition are mostly in acrylic on®

paper, There are also a few water-
colour pieces. Sanatan's skills in
watercolour especially reached
such a height that he often could
bring the acrylic-effect through the
medium. He did not have many oil
paintings, for the cost of the colours
and canvas was beyond his ability.

Artist Sanatan Biswas

His acrylics, however, are a com-
pensation.

Long brush strokes and the use nf
somewhat unconventional colours
remain the striking features of
Sanatan's paintings. His human
figures, especially those of women,
project sharp body outlines.
Besides, other works often display a
dream-like confusion about the
subject ofhis drawings.

A series of 16 pen:sketches have
been puton the display that encom-
pass Sanatan's reaction at the brutal
attack on the boarders of

A posthumous exhibition
for Sanatan

Shamsunnahar Hall by the Police in
2002. The small sketches bring out
the horror and absurdity of the
heinous incident that took place in
the dead of night.

Sanatan's brilliance spoke out for
him duringhislifetime. Besides taking
part in the annual art exhibitions of
IFA, he eamed award for the best
medium in 1996. He travelled to the
universities of Rabindra Bharati and
Shantiniketan and other parts of India
toobservethenature of oriental art.

A memorial book, containing
memoirs of Santan's friends, teach-
ers and followers has been published
onthe occasion of the exhibition. The
proceeds from the exhibition and the

" book will be used for establishing an

artschoolinSanatan'svillage.

The exhibition was inaugurated
by Santan's father Shyamapada
Biswas. The poor father, clearly
overcome with emotion, cried,
"Please, forgive myson.’

Sanatan will not draw any more
paintings; nor will he hold any‘more
exhibitions. He trod the earth just
once, as poet Jibanananda Das wrote
in his poem Ekbar paay tarey/Paay
nako ar. But Sanatan's works and
memorieswill remain forever,

The exhibition runs until July 30.

Mehmood passes away

Combining humour with sensitivity

PALLAR BHATTACHARYA, New Delhi

ZROM being a chauffeur and

doing some errands to eamn a

living to the status of a super-
star comedianit had been a long and
arduous joumney for film actor and
Hindi film industry's most popular
comedian Mehrnood Ali who died in
the USAonJune23.

His career in Hindi film industry
spanned three decades from the late
1950s. With his acting roles in more
than 250 films, Mehmood was the
undisputed king of comedy. In fact,
his appearance in a film often guar-
anteed its box office success--
despite the presence of the reigning
superstars ofthose days.

Mehmood's greatness lay in
combining humour with sensitivity
and excelled in stitring the emotions
of the viewers, even through comic

real big break came in Panwarish in
1958, Three years later, another film
Sasural ensured that Mehmood was

portrayals, A fine example of this js  heretostay. S e
his performance in Kunwara Baapin Popularas 'Bhaijan'in Bollywood,
the role of a bachelor-father who Mehmood also made a mark in Guru

fends forapolio-stricken boy.

Son ofillustriousactorand dancer
Mumtaj Ali, Mehmood, bomin 1932
in Mumbai, was a familiar face in the
studios since hewasfive.

The comedian began his careerin
films' like Do Bigha Zameen and
legendary Guru Dutt's Pyasa. But his

Dutt's CID. His acting prowess,
however, came to the fore in full force
in films like Chhoti Bahen, Aulad,
Bhootbangla, Sabse Bada Rupaiya,
Humrahi, Humjoli, Aankhen, Patthar
Ke Sanam, Do Kaliyan and Neel
Kamal .There was also the super-hit
Padosan where he plays the role of a

South Indian music teacher in'a film
which features Sunil Dutt, now
India's Sports Minister, as the hero
and Saira Banutheheroine.

Such was the popularity of
Mehmood that directorswould shoot
an entire song sequence around him.
Who can forget the songs Muthukodi
Kabadi Haya or Main Mandi
GayanHaji or Ek Chatur Nar. Karke
Singar or Hum Kale Huai to Kya Hua
DilWaleHain.

Bollywood's reigning super star
Amitabh Bachchan, who co-starred
with Mehmood in Bombay to Goa,
pointed out that never before had an
entire script of a Hindi film been
wiitten around a'comedian and this
wasa great tribute to Mehmood.

Besides acting, Mehmood also
directed a few flms and his last
directorial venture was Dushman
Duniya Kn. His son Lucky Ali is
already a big name in Indian music
world with several video albums.
Lucky Ali also actedin thelead role in
Sur, made by leading director Tanuja
Chandra,

Film critics remain divided
about whether Mehmood by and
large indulged in slapstick comedy.
It is, however, an indisputable fact
that he created a unique acting
genre --often throughinnovation.

Chris Martin wants to be a rapper

Chris Martin says he always
wanted to be a rapper and
admits listening to Jay- Z to get
inspiration for Coldplay's new
album;

The revelation came during
an exclusive interview on South
Leicestershire's Harborough FM
radio station.

Martin said: 'I've been listen-
ingtoJay-Zand Kraftwerkalot. 1

‘am trying to get inspiration for
thelast fewsongs onouralbum.’

He also joked about
Coldplay's mock rap outfit The

Nappies, who recorded a com-  beenwritinglyricsand doing baby
edy song for Paltrow just before  things. 1t's great man, it's the best
herbaby's birthand putitupon - thingthat'severhappened.

the Coldplaywebsite.

would be an indication of the
style of the new Coldplay album,
Martin laughed:
strangely it might.I think every
white guy growing up in Devon
dreams of being able to rap, and
that's why we signed The
Nappies - it was something that
we could neverbe.”

parenthood since the birth of his
baby daughter Apple with
Gwyneth Paltrow and was look-
ing forward to the newalbum.

'1 think

He said he was enjoying

'Bverything's great. I've just

When asked if the track

Source; Internet

regional live auditions for Dhaka,
Popular musician-singer Kumar
Biswajit and music director Foad
Naser Babu were the judges.

Solo performe’r Mitra Kabir won
an award for being the best pei-
former, Her folk rendition of Heri
mukh chandey thekivachhi fandey
and modem Bangla song O ki
a;hechhey had good lyrics and tune.
The music compositions were a]sa
wonderfuil. 3

Besides Mitra, a few othe'l: per-
formers displayed theirimmense
musical potential. Solo singer Samira
Zuberi Himika's songs had ordinary
lyrics but the music was quite good.
Espedially the tabla with the guitars
produced goed effect.

Himika , however, is an epitome

Left; Samira Zuberi
Himika, another partici-
pant at the Dhaka audi-
tions of the B&H Star
Search 2004

Right; Mitra Kabir render-
ing the much applauded
number Heri mukh
chandey; she was accom-
panied on the guitar by
Rezaul Karim Limon, the
winner of best composi-
tion and lyrics at the Star
Search last year,

Marks of talents and confusion

of the confusion among the partici-
pants at the Star Search. In answer
to judge Kumar Biswajit's question
whether she wants to do music
seriously, the young girl sounded
confused. She said, that if she had
only won the contest, she would
consider the possibility of becoming
asinger! Similarly, the vocal ofband
Amra surprised the audience saying
that he sang just to give his band a
backup rather than to become a
vocalist in his own right. The ques-
tion then is: Why are these young

. boys and girls participating in such

a contest when they do not have any
specific goals?

It's time Benson & Hedges and
the judges took steps to bring
together committed musicians for

whom music is a passion.

Kumar Biswajit was annoyed by
another feature of the singers,
especially of the band performers:
an unavoidable problem in pronun-
ciation. He asked the participants to
correct their pronunciations first,
Singer Milon Kanti Mistry, for exam-
ple, had tremendous problems in
pronouncing 'cha' and 'chha’,
Otherwise, his lyrics were good, the
tunes had good twists in the manner
of ghazal, Milon's voice is also inits
way to maturity.

The B&H Star Search is no doubt
an exemplary event in the cultural
field of the country. One hopes that
it will go further to draw outthe
talents of the generations to come
by ironing out a few glitches.
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