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Md Naslr Bin: Baharom, managing director of TM International (Bangladesh)
Limited - AKTEL, hands over a cheque for Tk 15 lakh to Prime Minister
KhaleﬂaZIa in donation to PM's Relief Fund yesterday.

Unot:al Bangladesh started distribution of relief materials forﬂund wctlms in
Sylheton July 22,

Brac, Asa expand
relief programmes

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bracand Asa, twonon-governmental
organisations, have decided to
expand their relief programmes in
view of the severity of floods wreak-
inghavogacross the country;

The Brac has increased its relief

budget from Tk 50 lakh to Tk 6 crore

to cover37flood-affected districts.
Ithas also appealed to the donors

for additional funds to supplement

vits efforts. Besides; the emplbyees e

¢, Biab Barlikad D/ Brdc
" Housing Finance SGorpisLidi twill
donate theirone day's salary,

The emergency relief operation
includes distribution of dry food for
six days, saline and water purifying
tablets.” Brac will also distribute
biscuits for the children. It is also
sending | containers of purified
waterto the affected areas,

At its regional and area offices,
employees are making bread
(chapati) for the flood-affected
people. Also; 198 medical teams are
working to combat water-borne
diseases.

The reliel operations will be
followed by rehabilitation work.

" Meanwhile, Asa has raised the
budgetto Tk 60 croreforits assistance
programme for the flood victims.
Earlier, it sancllun edTk 36 crore.

Asa opentional amﬂs.; :

Under the programme, Essentlal
drugs, oral saline and water-
purifying tablets will ‘be- distrib-
uted.

Besides, each family will receive
Tk 500 in interest-free loan. The
NGO will spend the amount fromits

OWnNresources,

Karmasangsthan
Bank MD forced
into retirement
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

MA Yusuf, managing director of
Karmasangsthan Bank, was forced
intoretirement yesterday.

According to the directive of the
finance ministry, he was given "early
retirement’ at the end of his 25 years
of publicservice,

But his tenure of service was due
to expire in 2011 as per government

" rules, sources said.

More bodies help
flood victims

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

With more areas going under flood-
walers, various organisations and
individuals have come forward to
step up relief operation for affected
people acrossthe country.

Unocal

Unocal Bangladesh has taken up a
relief distribution programme 'in
greater Sylhet with a budget of US$
20,000.

The Unocal employees have
started distributing relief suppliesin
23 shelters in Sylhet town where
about 20,000 people have taken
refuge. The relief programme began
at the Sylhet Government Pilot
School onThursday,

The employees have also been

helping out the marooned people -

near the company's Jalalabad-
Kailashtila gas pipeline route.,
Environmentministry

Officials and employees of the
Ministry for Environment and
Forest have decided to donate their
one day's salary to the Prime
Minster's Relief Fund for the flood-
affected people.

The decision was taken at a
meeting yesterday, with State
Minister for Environment and
ForestJafrul Islam Chowdhuryinthe
chair.

Sherpur Zila Samity

Sherpur Zila Samity donated Tk
25,000 for the marooned people in
Sherpur district yesterday,

At a meeting on July 24, the
Samity also decided to collect foods,
clothes, medicines and money from
the generous people for distribution
among the flood victims. Samity
President and PSC Member Prof Md
Suhrab Ali chaired the meeting.

It called onall to extend a helping
hand to mitigate the hardship of the

suffering humanity., ,
Sncfnllnvcsnhnnl Bank -
Social Investment Bank Ltd has
distributed relief materials worth Tk
10, lakh among the flood victims in
Chandpur, Comilla, Bogra,
Brahmanbariaand Sylhet.

The relief items included foods,
oral saline and water purifying
tables.
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FollowA‘-L steps to
face floods

Hasina tells govt

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament and Awamni League (AL)
President Sheikh Hasina yesterday
suggested the government to follow
the programmes taken by her govern-
mentduring 1998 devastating flood to
tackle the current deluge which has
swampedtwo-thirdsofland.

"f the prime minister wants to
successfully face the current deterio-
rating flood situation, she can follow
the steps taken by previous AL gov-

-emment, " said Hasina while talking

to newsmen at Zia International
Airportpriortoher departureforindia
on afour-daywisit.

Recalling the flood of 1998, the
former, prime minister said her
ermnmentat that time had boldly faced
the situation by taking various steps
which included fair distribution of
relief materials and VGF (vulnerable
group feeding) cards to the destitute
people,

Hasina censured Khaleda forwhat
she said, "The prime minister
remarked that flood brings welfare.
They see the flood as harbinger of.
welfare because it creates opportunity
for them to steal relief materials, but it
brings sufferings for the common
people.”

The AL president also criticised the

alliance government for "inadequate
supplyofreliefto flood-hitpeople.”

About her visit, Hasina said she,
along with her sister Sheikh Rehana,
was going to India on a private tour to
visit Ajmeer Sharif and offer fateha at
theholyshrine.

The Indian government has pro-
posed Hasina to make a courtesy call
on Prime Minister Dr Manmohan
Singh and Congress President Sonia
Gandhi during her tour and she
agreed.

The AL president will return
home onJuly 29.

Party central leaders were pres-
entattheairport.

Pak PM shocked
at floods

BSS, Dhaka

. Pakistan Prime Minister Chaudhury

Shujat Hosain yesterday expressed
his shockat the devastatingfloodsin
Bangladesh.

In a message to Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia, her Pakistan counter-
part said, "I'm deeply saddened to
learn about the devastating floods in
Bangladesh that have caused so
much damage tolife and property.”
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Documentary

A documentary fitled 'A River's Story:
Quest forthe Brahmaputra', directed by
_Jahnu Barua and produced by Sanjoy
Hazarika, will be screened. Venue:
SarinaHolel, Banani. Time: 5.30pm.

BU drama

BRAC University (BU) will slage a
drama titled 'Er Kono Mane Nal- a
collage of four dramas by poet
Rabindranath Tagore, Venue: Shaheed
Zia Auditorium, National Museum.
Time: 6.30pm.

Oboyob drama

Oboyob Natyadal will stage a drama
titled "Kornokatha' directed by
18 Muhammatl = Jasim i Uddin. Venue:

|k Experimental Theatre Hall) Bangladesh

Shilpakala  Academy, Segun Bagicha.
Time: 7.00pm.

Film show

Academy Film Society will screen an
Amaerican film fitled 'The Station Agent’

'_P;esé Bfub Tme 10, Bﬂam

'Llon meeting

AR

(2003), Venue: Society Auditorium,
Z11C Jigatola. Time: 6.30pm.

Discussion

The weekly discussion of Muldhara, a
centre forwriters, journalists and artists;
will be held. Venue: House-15, Road-7,
Dhanmondi. Time;6.30pm.

lote meeting

An urgent meeting of Sammilito
Sangskritik Jote will be held to expand its
relief activities, Venue: TSC Reliaf
Centre, Dhaka University. Time: 5.00pm.

Seminar

Bangladesh Mohila Awami League
organises a seminar on ‘Budget 2004
and Education Policy’, Venue; Natianal

The board and regular meeting of the
Lions Club of Dhaka Blues will be held,
Venue: Broceoli Chinese Restaurant,
Satmosjid Road, Dhanmondi. Time;
7.30pm.

Leader of the Opposition in Parliament and Awaml League President Sheikh Hasina with the party leaders who saw

heroffat the airportin the city yesterday. Hasina leftfor Delhi on afour-day visit.

Call for popular use of

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Energy experts at a meeting yester-
day called for popular use of renew-
able solar energy and efficient
power consumption to address
power shortage and the growing
need forelectricity.

The Asian Development Bank
(ADB) is actively considering to fund
four projects on alternative power
generation iri Bangladesh, said Dr A
Atiq Rahman, executive director of
Bangladesh Centre for Advanced
Studies (BCAS).

The centre organised the meet-
ing of stakeholders on an ADB pro-
ject, 'Promotion of Renewable
Energy, Energy Efficiency and
Greenhouse Gas Abatement

“(Prega)',inthe city.

‘The four projects -- Waste to

electricity, Co-generation in sugar
mills; Solar-wind-diesel hybrid
power and Shifting from oil to gas --
have been recommended in the
Bangladesh country study report of
ADB, said Prega project team leader
and BCAS senior fellow Dr M Eusuf
inapresentation.

* Although ten projects have been
recommended, the ADB has attached
priority to these four projects in line
with its Clean Development
Mechanism (CDM) policy.

Under the 'Waste to electricity’
project, at least 20 megawatt elec-
tricity can be produced with avail-
able technology an hour by using
five thousand tons of garbage gener-
ated in and around Dhaka metro-
politan area, said Dr Eusuf.

The solar-wind-diesel hybrid
power can electrify smaller towns

2,000 die of rabies a year'

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Around 2,000 peaple die of rabies every
yearinthe country, said thespeakersata
pressconferenceyesterday.

Thisisthe second highestdeathrate
frofm rabies caused by l:iog bite in the
world, theyadded.

The press conference on ‘Rabiesin
Bangladesh' was organised by Renata
Limited, aphaxmacmmmlmmpany,al
acityrestaurant.

Managing Director of Renata
Limited Syed Kaiser Kabirsaid Nervous
Tissue Vaccine (NTV), which is still
used to prevent rabies, is outdated and

hasmanyside effects.

Itneeds 14 doses of vaccine in navel
anditsfailure rateis 10 percent. Thereis
another Tissue Culture Vaccine (TCV)
whose side effect is much less but it
costs a litle more. It, however, needs
onlyfivedoses, headded. .3

Kabir said it is a matter of concern
that the death rate is not declining due
tolackofawareness.

Product Manager Emdadul Hug
said it is very urgent to start the treat-
mentwithin 24 hours,

Joumalist Shafiq Rehman, Shd!' ul
AlamapdMohammadHalimusshan of
RenataLtdalsospoke.

renewable energy

and rural areas in a decentralised
manner of power generation, he
added.

Prof M Ibrahirn, executive direc-
tor of Centre for Mass Education in
Science, said at least two megawatt
electricity is being generated by
solar photovoltaic home system
developed byaprivate company.

The energy experts said mean-
ingful and' coordinated efforts of
various power-generating agencies
and environment-friendly systems
were imperative for consistent
powerproduction.

They also said bureaucratic
tangle often creates serious obsta-
cles to alternative power generation
projects.

Chief engineer of Bangladesh
Power Development Board' Delwar
Hossain,BCAS Chairman Dr
Saleemnul Hug and Director of Power
Cell BD Rahamatullah also spoke.

Death anmversary

Todayisthe12th
death anniver-
sary of Md
Salahuddin
Faruaq,
Managing
Director of
Modhumita
| Cinema and
Modhumua Group, says a press
release.
Relatives, friends and admirers
have been requested to pray for the
departed soul.
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'FLOOD FURY IN CITY
Spotlight: Kamrangirchar

Floods continue to wreak havoc in Kamrangirchar areas
yesterday, swamping more places and adding to the suffer-
ing of displaced people. (Clockwise from top left) Al Hera
Community Centre has now turned into a flood shelter
where hundreds of people have taken refuge; a youth
fetches bottles of safe water from a distant place for his
family; starving people at aflood shelter tell their miseries
to newsmen; workers carry piles of cloths to dry places
from their inundated factory; and an elderly woman strug-
gles to protecthercows from the fury of floods.
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