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British MPs call for
World Court ruling
on Iraq war

REUTERS, Landon

Forty British parliamentarians have
asked UN Secretary General Kofi
Annan to seek the opinion of the
UN's International Court of Justice
on the legality of the [raq war, the
Daily Mirror newspaper reported
yesterday.

It said that the cross-party group,
which had written a letter to Annan
dated July 20, believes Prime
Minister Tony Blair's government
breached the UN's charter when it
joined the US-led invasion of Iraq.
The letter asked for an "advisory
opinion” from the court in the
Hague.

"Lots of people have concerns
about the legitimacy of the war and
it seems we do need to have clarifi-
cation on this,”" said Alan Simpson,
an MP from Blair's own ruling
Labour party, who is leacding the
group.

The British public has long been
suspicious ofthe motives behind the

invasion of Iraq and a report earlier
this month by former civil servant
Lord Butler has given Blair's critics
fresh ammunition to question his
credibility.

Butler cleared Blair of distorting
spies’ assessments on Iraq but
exposed faulty intelligence. He

criticized Blair's informal style of |-

government and its closeness to
secretagents,

The parliamentarians' letter to
Annan said: "It is clear that, in
Britain and the United States, war
was justified on the basis of intelli-
gence reports of current and serious
threats from weapons of mass
destruction, purportedly held by
Iraq, all of which turned out to be
withoutfoundation."

"We look to the court for an
advisory opinion on this war, not
only to address the casualties and
damage done to the people and
countryofIraq, butalso toofferclear
guidelines for the future about the
legality of pre-emptive wars."

Hostage-takers threaten
to kill 2 Pakistanis

Families cheer as captors stay slaying of 7 others

AFP, Doha

Al-Jazeera television carried a state-
ment yesterday in which an armed
group in Iraq calling itself the
Islamic Army threatened to kill an
Iraqi and two Pakistani hostages it
saiditwasholding.

‘Video footage was shown of the
Pakistanis' identity cards, which
carried their photographs and
named them as Azad Hussein Khan
and Sajjad Naeem.

"One of the two Pakistanis works
as a technician for the American
forces and the second is a driver for
these forces,” said the statement,
adding that after investigation, "it
was decided to execute the two"
Pakistanis.

A date was not given for the
threatened execution.

The statement said an [raqi had
also been kidnapped, and like the
two Pakistanis, worked for a Kuwaiti
company.

Early on Sunday, Islamabad said

two Pakistanis working in Iraq had
gone missing and were believed to
havebeenkidnapped.
Reuters adds: A militant Islamic
Emup holding seven f[oreigners
ostage in [raq said it had extended
the deadline for negotiations to
spare their lives and repeated a

demand that their Kuwaiti employer

pulloutofthe country.

The hostages -- three Indians,
three Kenyans and an Egyptian, all
truck drivers for a Kuwaiti firm --
were seized last week by a little-
known group callingitselfthe "Black
Banners" brigade of the [slamic
SecretArmy.

In a video tape released to news
organisations yesterday, a masked
member of the group read a state-
ment as two armed and masked
men stood at his side, behind the
kneeling hostages, who were
dressed inwhite smocks.

Moreover, families of three Indians
being held hostage in Iraq along with
four other truck drivers cheered
Monday on receiving news that the

captors had stayed their threat to start
killingthemenonebyone, .

" "This is good news. Very good
news. The entire village prayed
today and we shall continue,” said
Ram Dass, grand uncle of hostage
Antaryami, who uses one name.

Dass, g to AFP by tele-
phone from his village of Dehlon,
some 430km north of New Delhi,
acknowledged the effortsofthe Indian
government (o free the truckers.

"We have no complaints with the
Indian government. They are trying
their best,” Dass said, adding how-
ever, "but let us also not make irre-
sponsible comments.”

Ram Dass said he had just one
appeal to make: "Please release our
boys. We want nothing else. We are
also appealing to our god."

The parents of another hostage,
Sukhdev Singh, were too weak
from the trauma to attend a tele-
phone call but the 26-year-old
trucker's aunt, Bibi Jimer Kaur
exploded with joy.

PHOTO: AFP

People gather behind the wreckage of a car bomb that detonated close to the Sarafia bridge over the Tigris River in
Baghdad yesterday wounding twd people butcausing no deaths.

Indo-China
border talks

begin

PTI, New Delhi

India and China on Monday held
third round of crucial talks
between their Special
Representatives (SRs) aimed at
expediting resolution of the vexed
border question, first since the
UPA Government came to power.
National Security Adviser JN
Dixit warmly received his Chinese
counterpart and Executive Vice
Foreign Minister Dai Bingguo at
his South Block office before the
two sidescommenced the parleys.
During the two-day talks, they
will have an in-depth exchange of
views on the guiding principles
that were formulated during the

_eqtlier mEEIi.Flg&.' fadaisil or viqoee

The earlier two tounds of bor-
der talks with Dai were held
between the then National
Security Adviser of NDA
Government Brajesh Mishra. The
Cabinet Committee on Security
had onSaturday finalised the brief
for the meeting.

It is also the first time that
National Security Adviser and
India's Special Representative JN
Dixit met Dai Bingguo for the two-
day talks.
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Demonstrators protest the war in Iraq as they march to the site of the
Democratic National Convention before its start in Boston, Massachusetts.
The convention started yesterday and will continue till July 29,

Democrats open
convention

AFP, Boston

US Democrats gathered here yester-
day to kick off a four-day political
pageant to crown John Kerry as their
man to battle Republican President
George W. Bush for the Whit House
in November.

With the US election 100 days
away, the Democratic National
Convention opened here in the
birthplace of American democracy
with hopes riding high that Kerry
can capitalise on anger over Iraq to
oustBush from power,

Security was heightened as
Americans readied for their first
national political convention since
the September 11 attacks in 2001,
with barricades up, streets closed,
and police sharpshooters watching
outfromrooftops.

The Democrats assembled astar-
studded lineup, including ‘former
presidentBilk Clinton, tor galvanise
the party faithful as well as the cru-
cial voters who remain undecided
with Bush and Kerry running neck-
and-neckin the polls.

Party leaders said speakers
would focus on the main slogan --
making the United States "stronger
athome and respected in the world"
-- before Kerry caps the rally on
Thursday by taking the stage to
accept thenomination.

Kerry and Democratic officials
have pledged to minimise criticism
of Bushand instead put thespotlight

-

on a campaign platform to rebuild
US relations abroad, bolster the
economy and strengthen national
security.

"There won't be any bashing of
the president,” said Bill Richardson,
the former US ambassador to the
United Nations and co-chairman of
the convention. "Well, hang on --
therewill be some of that.”

But there will be no avoiding the
deep political divide over the war in
Iraq, with visitors from around 120
countries expected to be in atten-
dance.

"The number of foreigners
reflects that we are in a new interna-
tional climate,” said former US
secretary of state Madeleine
t\lbrlght

"There is genefally concern
about what is happening in this
country,” she said.

Kerry hopes (o convince voters

-that he ean-be tough in defending

the United States while repairing
alliances damaged by the war that
brought down Saddam Hussein,

Polls show Kerry and his south-
ern populist running mate, Senator
John Edwards of North Carolina, ina
dead heat with Bush and Vice
President DickCheney.

With Bush under fire for his
handling of the war on terror and
Iraq, and his job approval rating
stuck below 50 percent, history
appears to be on the side of the
challengers.
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Militants kill 8,
troops gun
down 5 rebels
in Kashmir

AFP, Srinagar

Suspected Kashmiri rebels killed
eight people, three by beheading,
and injured 30 others, while Indian
troops gunned down five militants
in Indian Kashmir, police said yes-
terday.

One of the civilian deaths was
caused when suspected rebels
tossed a grenade at paramilitary
troops near the main hospital in
Baramulla town, 55 kilometers (35
miles) north of the summer capital
Srinagar, policesaid.

"The grenade exploded among
the paramilitary men and civilian
patients and altendants,” a police
spokesman said, adding that 30
people wereinjuredinthe blast.

“The hospital was abuzz with
activity when the explosion took
place,” the spokesman said, adding
two of the injured were with India's
Border Security Force,

No group has claimed responsi-
bility for the blast. The region's
dominant rebel group Hizbul
Mujahedin this month criticised
attacks by rebels in crowded places
and urged other groups to refrain
fromsuch actions.

Meanwhile, armed rebels barged
into the house of a man named
Mohammed Shafi in southern
Rajouri district and beheaded him,
police said. His son and daughter
were also beheaded minutes after
hiskilling.

Ex-general wins
Indonesian polls

Megawati to fight race in second-round

AFP, jakarta

Ex-general Susilo Bambang
Yudhoyono won the first round of
Indonesia's presidential election
and will battle incumbent Megawati
Sukarnoputriin thesecond round in
September, an election commission
official said yesterday.

The commission was officially to
announce the final result around
7:00 pm (1200 GMT).

Asked by reporters if Yudhoyono
and Megawati will be first and sec-
ond, Mulyana Kusumah replied "We
cansayso,”

He gave no percentages. But
partial results have consistently
shown that Yudhoyono won 34
percent of the vote on July 5 com-
pared to 26 percent forirctimbent
Megawati- and- 22 percent for
another ex-generalWiranto,

Wiranto will drop out of the race
to lead the world's fourth most
populous country.

The result was delayed several
hours after a bomb rocked the elec-
tion commission offices, heighten-
ing security fears in the eight-week
runup to the vote between the top
two candidates,

Police said no one was hurt .md
damage was slight inthe firecracker-
type blast in a women's toilet. But
Yudhoyono, who would have

needed more than 50 percent of the
vote to avoid the munoff, appealed
fortighter security.

"There is still time to save this
elections process which will go to
thesecond round,” hesaic.

"Don't let it (bombing) happen
inanother place," said the man who
led the country's fight against ter-
rorism when he was Megawatl's
security minister,

"If they are living in anxiety, it
can influence the people in casting
their votes, in doing the right thing
in accordance with their con-
science.”

Wiranto, who stood for the
Golkar party of former dictator
Suharto, has challenged his third

lacing. He claims the vote was
Hawed-ind! Hidssupporteds/say they
may gotocourttosontesttheresultm

Any legal challenge would fur-
ther intensify political uncertainty
in Indonesia, which has been preoc-
cupied with elections for almost the
entire year, Separate legislative polls
were held on April 5, with Golkar
toppingthevote,

*The president has instructed us
to get the perpetmtor soon and
prevent similar incidents taking
place again,” said national police
chief Dai Bachtiar of the explosion,
the third low-level blast in less than
twoweeksin the country.

Peep at Saddam's

prison life

REUTERS, London

FormerIraqiPresident Saddam Hussein
is passing his time in solitary confine-
ment by reading the Koran, writing
poetry, gardening and snacking on
cookies and mulfins, Britain's Guardian
newspaperreportedyesterday.

Iraq's human rights minister,
Bakhtiar Amin, said Saddam's
health was "generally good” but he
was being treated for high blood
pressure and had suffered a chronic
prostate infection.

"One of the poems is about (US
President) George Bush, butlhad no
time to read it," said Amin, a Kurd
originally from Kirkuk, who had
spent much of his life in exile in
Europe and the United States.

"He is looking after a few bushes
and shrubs and has even placed a
circle ofwhite stones around a small
plum tree,” he added.

Amin said he had met Saddam's
half brother Barzan al-Tikriti who
had tried to persuade him that he
was not like Saddam's other strong-
mencaptured by US-led forces.

US, Europe threaten
sanctions on Sudan

REUTERS, Khartoun

The United States and Europe
Sunday stepped up warnings of
sanctions unless Sudan halts a con-
flictin its Darfur region, and Australia
said it waslikely to contribute troops
toanyUN peacekeeping mission.

Sudanese President Omar
Hassan al-Bashir told reporters in
Khartoum his government was
ready to cooperate with the African
Union and the international com-
munity, butgave no details.

“The Sudanese people and their
government are capable of reaching
a solution to the problem in Darfur
through constructive dialogue,”
Bashir said in his latest comments
on what the UN calls the world's
worsthumanitarian crisis.

Germany said Foreign Minister
Joschka Fischer and Secretary of
State Colin Powell agreed in tele-
phone talks that "sanctions will be

unavoidable if the (Khartoum)
government does not meet its self-
setcommitments in Darfur.”

Many countries have demandec
Khartoum disarm Arab militias
accused of mounting a scorched
earth policy against black Africans
in the arid western region that the
US Congress has branded genocide.
The UN says 30,000 people have
beenkilled.

Germany and other European
nations that opposed the US-led war
on Iraq have found common cause
with Washington over Darfur as
television images show camps of
destitute refugees -- among the 1.5
million the UN says have been
displaced by fighting.

A US-drafted resolution seeking
to threaten oil-producing Sudan
withsanctions remainsstalled in the
United Nations Security Council by
China and Russia -- two of the five
veto-wielding permanent members.

Israel behind
Kennedy's
killing, says
Vanunu

PTI, ferusalem

In a startling accusation, nuclear
whistleblower Mordechai Vanunu
has alleged that Jerusalem was
behind the assassination of US
President John F Kennedy, who was
exerting pressure on the then Israeli
head of the state to shed light on the
Dimona nuclearplant.

In defiance of a ban on talking to
media and meeting with foreigners,
Vanunu is said to have made the
accusation in an interview to
London-based Al-Hayat newspaper.

As per the interview published in
newspaper's Arabic supplement Al-
Wassat on Saturday, Vanun said
according to "near-certain indica-
tions,” Kennedy was assassinated
due to "pressure he exerted on then
head of government, David Ben-
Gurion, to shed light on Dimona's
nuclearreactor”.

"We do notknow whichirrespon-
sible Israeli Prime Minister will take
office and decide to use nuclear
weapons in the struggle against
neighbouring Arab countries,” he is
quoted to have said, adding "What
has already been exposed about the
weapons Israel is holding can
destroy the region and kill millions."

10 drown as
boat sinks in
Assam

AFP, Guwahari

Ten people drowned and four were
reported missing aftera boat capsized
Sunday in the flood-hit northeastern
Indianstate of Assam, police said.

The accident, involving a vessel
carrying about 50 passengers, took
place in the early evening in
Morigaon, some 70km east of
Guwahati, Assam's main city.

A police official said four people
were still unaccounted for. Locals
had earliersaved 36 passengers,

Rescue efforts are under way to
find the missing people, the police
official added.

No turning back
pullout: Sharon

6 Palestinians killed in Israeli fire

REUTERS,AFP, ferusalem

Prime Minister Ariel Sharon said
there is no turning back on his Gaza
withdrawal plan, even after 100,000
Israelis mounted the biggest mass
protest against evacuating Jewish
settlementsinthe territory.

"I decided to proceed with the
disengagement plan because it is
clear thatIsrael cannotremaininthe
Gaza Strip forever," hisoffice quoted
him as saying.

But Sharon still faces more trou-
ble from rebellious ministers of his
own rightist Likud party who led a
rally on Sunday night opposing his
bid to forge aunity government with
the center-left Labour party to carry
outthe Gaza pullout.

He told army officers on Sunday
"he does not intend to go back on
the plan in light of the severe and
dangerous economic and security
situation that Israel would find itself
in if it had no diplomatic plan,” his
officesaid onMonday.

Sharon's comments came during
a day-long protest in which settlers
and their right-wing supporters
formed a human chain stretching
from Jerusalem to the Gaza Strip.

It was another sign of the obsta-
cles Sharon must overcome to
implement his US-backed blueprint
for "disengaging” from conflict with
the Palestinians by removing all 21
settlements in Gaza and four of 120
intheWestBankbythe end of2005.

Sharon, once considered godfa-
ther of the settlement movement,

on Gaza

failed to get his own party to support
the plan, though he did succeed in
winning cabinet approval in early
June.

tinians welcome an Israeli
pullout, but fear the unilateral move
does not alter Israel's intention to
strengthen its hold on large swathes
ofWest Bankland.

Meanwhile, six Palestinian mili-
tants were killed and two bystanders
wounded during a raid by Israeli
special forces in the northern West
Bank town of Tulkarem Sunday,
Palestinian medics said.

Among the dead was Hani
Awidha, local commander of the Al-
Aqgsa Martyrs' Brigades, an armed
offshoot of Palestinian leader Yasser
Arafat’'s mainstream Fatah move-
ment, the medics said.

PHOTO: AFP

Demonstrators shout slogans during a protest held by international peace activists against the Israeli occupation of
the West Bank and Gaza Strip atthe Huwara checkpointatthe entrance of the West Bank city of Nablus yesterday.
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TO-LET

OFFICE SPACE AT BCIC BHABAN
Some vacent floor space in BCIC Bhaban, 30-31,
Dilkusha Commercial Area, Dhaka shall be let_
out at fixed rate. Preference will be given to the
Govt./Semi — Govt. Office, Insurance Company
& Financial Institutions. Interested parties mayg
please contact the following address for further

Estate Management De-partmem BCIC
BCIC Bhaban ( 12* floor )
30-31,DilkushaCommercial Area,Dhaka-1000

Telephone No - 9551791
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() BCIC International
Tender Notice
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8.19/156/125 dated

assigning any reason thereof.

The Managing Director, Bangladesh Insulator & Sanitaryware
Factory Ltd, Bux Nagar, Mirpur, Dhaka invites sealed tender in
one envelope system for supply of 5,000 sets Clevis Type Metallic
Fittings for 10" Disc Insulator against -Tender No. BISF/PD-
3.19/155/124 dated 11-07-2004 & 35000 sets Clevis Type
Metallic Fittings for 6" Disc Insulator against Tender No-BISF/PD-
11-07-2004 on
Benapole” basis under any suitable source of financing. Detailed
tender documents will be obtainable from (i) BCIC, 30-31,
Dilkusha C/A, Dhaka, (i) BCIC Branch Office, 6, Agrabad, C/A,
Chittagong & (ii) BISF Ltd, at Tk 200.00 & 300.00 only
respectively per set (non-refundable). Tenders will be received up
to 11-00 AM on 25-08-2004 at BISF and will be opened
immediately thereafter. No tender documents will be sold on the
date of opening of tender. Under unavoidable circumstances if the
tender is not possible to open in the specific date it will be opened
on the next working day at same time & place. The autharity |
reserves the right to reject or accept any or all tender without

BCIC-36-17/7/04 Sarder Matiar Rahman
DFP-18092-22/7/04 General Manager (Com) l/C
G-4B5 For Managing Director

“C&F(C) Chittagong/
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