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Scanty reliefin flood affected areas

Situation precarious in Moulvibazar haors,

STAR NATIONAL DESK

Flood affected people are passing
days virtually without food in many
areas in Fenchuganj in Sylhet,
Moulvibazar, Bogra and Sirajganj
districts, according to reports by out
correspandents.

Unlike other areas of greater
Sylhet, the flood situation is
deteriorating in haor areas of
Mopulvibazar as waters are flowing
into those from Kushiyara and Monu
rivers.

Our Staff Correspondent reports
fromSylhet:

Sixtyyear-old widow Sitara Begum
and four others of her family areona
boat for five daysin ---village.

"A man came on Saturday and
gave us some chira (dry food). We
take this twice a day, but no water",
she told this correspondent on

The village is near the Kushiyara
river. But the river can not be
demarcated now. There are vast
sheets of water all around, dotted by
trees with most of the homesteads
underwater.

Only a small stretch of the pucca
road in the village is dry, where flood
victims have takenshelter.

Almost all dwellings in the area
have gone under water, forcing
people to shift to high lands, flood
shelters or relatives’ houses in other
dareas.

Flood hit the region twice in only
tendays, local people said.

Sitara said she neither got any rice
crop this year nor could retrieve any
of her household belongings from
floodwater.

Elderly Kola Miah and 45 year-old
Nuruddin were on makeshift raised
platforms built with bamboo as their
houses are inundated. They said they
are without food for two days. Flood
took away their crops earlier. They
sent their cows to relatives’ houses in
Burikiary and Munshibazar villages
inRajnagarupazila.

They are not leaving the
inundated homesteads apprehend-
ingtheftordacoity.

"Wedonotknowwhatwill happen
to us and our cattle. There is no food
and fodder”, worried Kola Miah said.

"We may survive on doles but our
cattle will die for want of fodder”, he
said.

<The situation, ip, other areas. has

improved a little, But it is reverse in
several upazilas in the Kushiyara
basinwith arise in thewaterlevel.

Day labouder Femai Biswas of
Mainpur village has no work for the
lasteightdays.

"I do not know [ will survive with”

two others of my family. Our kutcha
house is under four feet water for
sevendays”.

Surendra Biswas and Sushanta
Biswas and their families were seen
on rafts. Their families were cooking
khichuri (food prepared with water,
riceand pulses).

TheFenchiganjupazilaheadquar-
terswas under four feetwaterand the
Kushiyara was flowing 165 centi-
metres above the danger level
Sundayafternoon.

The upazila complex is inundated
withknee deep water forseven days.

As floodwater entered the upazila
food godown, the stockwasshifted to
officials' quarters. Boats are plying
alongside vehicles on the highway.

Ferry service on the Kushiyara on
the Dhaka-Sylhet highway is
suspended since July 18 as pontoons
onbathsides havebeeninundated.

Vehicles going to Dhaka now use

the alternative road via Sherpur amid
risks as that is also inundated at
places,

According to official sources,
75,000 people have been badly
affected by floods this time in the
Fenchuganj upazila.

The floods damaged 45 km
embankments, 15 km roads
completely and 100 km roads
partially and 55 educational
institutions.

They said only 72 tons of rice, Tk
55,000 and 32 tins of biscuit have
been sanctioned, which is very
scantyfortheupazila.

However, some individuals and
organizations came forward with
food and other relief materials for
flood victims.

The administration has opened
sixflood shelters. Some other shelters
are being run by individuals
includingexpatriates.

Our Moulvibazar Correspondent
reports; The people of haor areas in
the district are in a precarious
condition because, unlike in other
areas, the flood situation is
deteriorating there as waters from
Kushiyara and Monu rivers are
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Fenchuganj, Bogra, Sirajganj

flowingintothose.

This correspondent during a visit
tosome of the haorareas on Saturday
saw many people were without food
fordays.

"We have no food, no drinking
water for two days. We got three
kilograms of rice and two candles on
Thursday”, said Ankerullah at
Berkurivillagein Fatehpurunion.

Surabala Das and her two
grandsons were standing on a raft in
front of her inundated hut, waiting
forrelief.

Ankerullah and Surabala are
among hundreds of people in similar
condition in Fatehpur and
Panchgaon unions in Rajnagar
upazila; Khalilpur and Akahil Kura
unions in the sadar upazila,
Bhukshimul, Bhatera and Baramchal
unions inKulaura upazilaas.

Most of the homesteads there are
under five to seven feet water.

Even well to do families with no
expatriate members are waiting for
relief, many people said.

Forty-five year old Anwara Begum
and her family have taken shelter on
the Monu River [rrigation Project
(MRIP) embankment with her

PHOTO; STAR

A mother with her baby, like many others, under the open sky at Simanta Bazar on the Dhunat- Slra]ganj Road,

snappedyestarday.

household belongings and two cows.

She got five kilograms of rice from
an organisation. But she is worried
for her two cows. If those die for lack
of fodder, her family will be simply
helpless, she told this correspondent.

The situation in Kawadighi haor is
the worst following collapse of the
MRIP embankment. Waters from the
Kushiyaraand Monu are now flowing
into the haor , which will bring
horrifying days for the people in
Fatehpur, Panchgaon, Khalilpur and
Akhail Kura unions, local people said.
The MRIP dam breached at some
points on Tuesday night due to
pressureofwater.

Water Development Board
officials in Moulvibazar said the flood
situation will deterioratein the haora
and MRIP command areas.

Sixty out of 67 unions in six
upazilas in Moulvibazar have been
flooded, affecting at least 2, 50,000
people, according to official. They are
estimating the flood damage
includingcroploss.

Some socio-cultural and political
organisations are giving relief but
those are scanty compared to the
demand.

Our Bogra Correspondent reports:
Several thousand flood affected
people are passing days under the
open sky on Dhanut-Sirajgong and
Dhanut-Goshaibari roads virtually
withoutfood foraboutaweek.

Till yesterday, no government
reliefteam visited the affected people
on the roads. Some private
organisations gave doles, which was
very insignificant, some ofthe people
told thiscorrespondent during a visit.
Drinking water is also scarce in those
areas.

About two lakh flood affected
people of Bogra and Sirajgong out of
about 16 lakh have taken shelter on
roadsand embankments.

Sources in.Bogra District Relief
and Rehabilitation office (DRRO)
said 28 flood shelters have been
openedinBogra.

Civil Surgeon (CS) office sources
said 125 medical teamsincluding two
from army are working in deferent
areas in Bogra district.

District administration sources
said aboutsixlakh nine thousand 954
people have been affected by flood
Bogra. Of them, at least 25,000
families in seven upazilas lost

everything,

SNAPS
Art competition
on AIDS at RU

RU CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh Anti-AIDS Students'
Alllance (BASA) on Salurday organ-
ised an art competition on "Dreadful-
ness of AIDS® at the Fine Arts
Department auditorium of Rajshahi
University.

Departmental chairman Prof
Guinahar Begum opened (he art
competition, while the Mass
Communication Dapariment Chairman
Prof Dulal Chandra was in the chair.

About B0 students of Fine Arls
Department took partin the competition.

The Chaiman of the Cenltre for
Communication and Development
(CCD) Prof Dulal Chandra Biswas and
its Executive Director Golam Murtoja
distributed prizes among the winners.

Qutlaw arrested
in Kushtia
Our CORRBSPONDENT, Kushtia

Jhenidah police on Sunday arrested a
top cadre of outlawed Biplobl
Communist Party (BCP) from
Mukimpur village.

The outlaw, Abul Kalam Azad, son
0(Moninﬁ.liufﬂ19villagau\rasammd
in connection with deserted arms and
ammunition recovered by police on
Friday.

Police told this correspondent he
was amested from the house of one
person named Jahangir in the munici-
pality area.

Police said Kalam, was holding a
meeling with his accomplices in a belel
leaf garden at the village on the day.
They escaped the place leaving five
firrarms:and 115 rounds of bullets after
apolicerald. !

Police were_interrogating the

outlaw, p
A

BNP activist
killed by rivals
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Kushtia

A BNP nﬂ\'hl allegedly involved in
criminal dctivities was kiled by his
rivals ab Telegangdia village in
Daulatpurupazila on Sunday night.
The dead is Joynal Abedin, 35, son
of Juad AliMondol ofthe village.

A gang of 10 unidentified amed
men slommed Into the house of Joynal
and took him out of his house, accord-

inglo
pd{%ok him'to a nearby field

Mwmh&ydaughwmm
“recovered the body next
moming and sentit o Kushtia General
Hospital for autopsy.
A casa was filed with Daulatpur
police station.

- | JHALAKATI BOMB EXPLOSION

municipal chairman
chargesheeted

2 journos,
among 14

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barisal

Jhalakati District and Sessions Judge
Asgar Ali on Sunday issued a warrant
of arrest against 14 absconding
accused including the newly elected
chairman of Jhalakathi municipality
and two journalists in connection
with bomb explosion in the town
before the municipal election.

The warrants have been issued
against journalist Azmir Hossain
Talukder, correspondent of national
daily Dinkal and regional daily Ajker
Paribarton; his brothers Halim
Talukder, Zahid Hossain Talukder
and Zakir Hossain Talukder; journal-
ist Akkas Sikder, correspondent of

national daily Bhorrer Kagoj; Abdul
Halim Gazi, newly elected Jhalakati
municipality chairman; his brother
Bappi Gazi; Tipu Sultan, Kabir
Hossain Howlader, Jagannath Saha,
Mahbub Alam Khan, Tawhid
Hossain, Liton Sikder and Kazi
Imran Hossain.

A powerful bomb went off at
Hoglapatty in Jhalakati near a resi-
dential building owned by the family
of journalist Azmir Hossain at about
11 am on May 6 this year, three days
ahead ofthe municipal election,

One Dalim was killed on the spot
and six others including Abdus
Sartar Babul alias Boma Babul, an
alleged bomb maker, were injured.

Hands of Abdus Sattar Babul blew
offin the incident. Police filed a case
on the same day under Section 4 of
the Explosives Act, alleging that the
explosion took place during bomb
making to create turmoil during the
municipal election.

Jhalakati Sadar thana Officer-in-
charge Mozzammel Huq filed a
charge sheet against five persons.

Later, following appeal by Public
Prosecutor Md Yunus Ali for re-
investigation, the matter was
probed again on orders from the
Additional Police Superintendent
and a fresh charge sheet was submit-
ted on Thursday last after five weeks
accusing 14 people.

Tobacco worker
Bayazid gets GPA-5

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Kushtia

Tobacco worker Bayazid Bostami got
GPA-5 in SSC examination this years
in Jessore board. Now he wants to go
ahead, buton hisown.

Son of a hawker, Golam Mustafa,
Bayazid does not want other's help.
"Such helpwill make me idle", hetold
this correspondent.

His father Mustafa and mother
Hazera are worried about his studies.

BAYAZID

But Bayazid expressed his determi-
nation to continue studies in a good
collegewith his own earnings.

Earlier, he got scholarship in
Class V and VIII while studying at
Bahadurpur High School in
Bheramara upazila. He also worked
atMonMohon Tobacco Factory and
earned Tk 30 a day. He also contrib-
uted to the family.. He also taught
students at junior level in his area
and earned money, he added.

»

Tk 109.28 cr PDB
bills unrealised
in Rajshahi

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

Different state-owned and private
organisations in eight districts of
Rajshahi owed Tk 108.28 cr
arrears electricity bills to the
Bangladesh Power Development
Board (BPDB).

The greater district-wise
breakup of the arrears bills are Tk
42.98 crin Rajshahi, Tk 71.87 cr in
PabnaandTk27.92 crin Bogra.

Official sources said, revenue
earning in the region stood at Tk
363.86 cr in last fiscal while the
revenue collection was Tk 323.35

- crinthe 2002-'03 fiscal.

Chief Engineer of BPDB,
Rajshahi distribution region,
Mohsin Ali told that his organisa-
tion realised Tk 43.52 cr from its
2,72,713 subscribers in June this
year.

Among the defaulters, Tk 25.09
cr were unpaid from Rajshahi City
Corporation, Tk 9.63 cr from
Kowmi Jute Mills in Sirajganj, Tk 5
cr from North Bengal Paper Mills
and Tk 2.94 cr from Sirajgonj
Spinning Mills.

The BPDB authorities and on
duty magistrates filed 1,450 cases
in the three greater districts till
June last and disconnected 6,921
power supply lines, including 411
illegal connections.

BPDB also realised Tk 2.88 cr as
revenue by filing cases against the
defaulters,

s

Student bodies
collect relief
goods for
flood victims

RU CORRESPINDENT

Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD)
on Saturday brought out a silent
procession and organised a meet-
ing on the Rajshahi University
(RU) campus to collect money
for the flood affected people.

JCD leaders urged the student
organisations, teachers and
officers to donate money for the
distressed people.

They set up a camp in front of
the central library. On the first
day they collected Tk 6,000 from
teachers, students and officers of
the university. The university
unit's general secretary Aslam
Reza told this correspondent that

. they would distribute relief
goods among the flood victims in
Rajshahi area.

On Saturday, Samajtrantik
Chhatra Front (SCF) collected Tk
13, 000 and other materials from
the campus and the city area.

They will distribute relief to
the flood victims of North Bengal
area, SCF General Secretary
Susanto Singha told this corre-
spondent.

No JCD activist
in new list of top
criminals in Ctg

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Crg

Chittagong Metropolitan Police
(CMP) has finalised a new list of top
criminals of 12 thana areas in the
metropolis.

But there is no Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal (JCD) activist on the list,
sourcessaid.

Preparation of the list started
under supervision of the City Special
Branch (City -SB) in the last part of
June,

The new list consists of 68 top
criminals against 71 in the existing
CMPlist prepared in November2001.

Twenty-five of them are non-
political persons while the rest have
political affiliation. Twenty-four
Awami Leaguers are included in the
listwhich s followed by five BNP men
and one Jamaat-e-Islami
cadre.Seven top criminals of the list
are from Islami Chhatra Shibir fol-
lowed by three Bangladesh Chhatra
League (BCL) activists.

Two top criminals are from Juba
League, while another criminal has
beenlisted fromJuba Dal

Of themn 20 are behind the bar, 11
have been released on bail and 37 are
absconding.

Extortionists
want illegal toll
from Jumm
cultivators

OuRr CORRESPONDENT, Bandarban

Extortionists have demanded illegal
toll from Jumm cultivators in the
district.

They asked for sending extortion
to their hidden dens by July 26 or 'face
direconsequence.'

They sent letters to at least 20
headmen and five ]r:drl_:;m
Noapotang, Baghmara a
area in Roangchhari upazila to collect
extortion in their names, a village
headman told this to The Daily Star
requestingnot tobe named.

He also said because of the threat
hehasleftthevillage.

However, an old karbari said that
the miscreants had become desperate
afterlosing theirarms.

During the beginning of July, army
men recovered one SMC (sub-
machine carbine), eight bullets, a
foreign made revolver with five
rounds of bullets from Shilbangapara
area of Roagchhari including four
pistols from Amtali area in Sadar
upazila.

Para-military BDR force also
recovered three home made guns
from Jarulia area in Nikhonchhori
upazila.
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PHOTO: STAR
The inundated compound of the 33 KV sub-station (left) and water is being pumped out of the control room (right).
The photos were taken yesterday.

Blackout in B'baria
any moment

Three feet water on 33 KV sub-station compound,
9 cm rise will stop power supply

OuR CORRESPONDENT, B'baria

Power supply from the Datiara 33 KV
PDB sub-station in Brahmanbaria
may stop any moment if the flood
situation deteriorates, PDB officials
said yesterday. :

The whole compound of the sub-
station is inundated with about
three feet water.

According to PDB officials, two
transformers in the sub-station
distribute 20 MW power. The main
control room of the sub-station is
also inundated. Water is being
pumped out of the control room
withanirrigation pump.

If the floodwater on the com-

pound rises by nine centemetres, all
effort to keep the control room
operational will [ail and power
distribution willstop, theysaicd.

PDB Assistant Engineer Md Sana
Ullah said flood protection walls
have been raised but water isleaking
through drains and seeping into the
control room.

"Flood water is goingto touchthe
main transformers. If that happens.
power supply will collapse,” hesaid. *

He also informed that 20 small
'unit transformers' have gone under
water in different areas of the district
and 50 electric poles including 30
with 1100 volt wire are partially
affected by flood water.

Power supply to Gukama Ghat
areanear the town hasbeenstopped
as five 1100 volt electric poles and
one 'unit transformer’ have been
affected by floodwater, PDB officials
said. Power supply there will not
resumetill the flood goes, they said.

Meanwhile, the two wagons of a
goods train which derailed between
Bathshala and Pagh:ﬁrg railway
stations on Saturday duelfo inunda-
tion of the track were retrieved on
Sunday. Trains arg moving on both
the tracks,.but with great caution;
railway offfcials said.

They said most portion of the
tracks between Ashugonj and
Akhauraisunderwater,

'Rajshai will not get

Fund constraint main reason

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

The government has no immediate
plan to supply gasto Rajshahi.

Rajshahi people have already
observed a day's hartal and called
another dawn to dusk hartal on July
31 far gas supply. They are holding
agitation programmes almost every
day demanding gas supply within
the current financial year,

But sources at West Regional Gas
Transmission Company (WRGC)
said there is little possibility of gas
supply to the divisional town
Rajshahi by 2006.

"A plan for gas supply to Rajshahi
is yet to be submitted to the energy
ministry though this was among 14
priority projects for Rajshahi’, a
highly placed source in Petro Bangla
said when contacted fromhere.

"Gas will first go to Bogra and

Pabna district towns and two major
projects for this is being imple-
mented now", he said.

Under :ht. West Regfonal Gas
Supply Project, a 225-km gas pipe-
line will be completed by the current
financial year at a cost of Tk 54 crore.
The pipeline will go through Sathia,
Bera, Sahjadpur, Pabna; Iswardiand
Sirajganj,

Ten percent of the project work
has been completed and the rest will
be completed by June nextyear.

Three power plants including the
one in Baghabari, 34 mills and facto-
ries and 14 industries in the areas are
being connected with the main
pipeline.

A 66-km main pipeline is being
laid from Nalka in Sirajganj to Bogra
ata cost of Tk 182 crore and another
220 km sub-line would be laid in
Bogra at a cost of Tk 45 crore for gas

gas soon'

supply to Bogra town, the sources
said.

"Any other major project (for gas
supply to Rajshahi)uisinot possible
before completion of the two pipe-
line projects (for gas supply to
Bogra) because of fund tonstraint”,
said the Petro Bangla official prefer-
ringanonymity.

Additional money for supply of
gas to Rajshahi has not been allo-
cated inthe budget, hesaid.

Official sources said, a feasibility
study was conducted in 1999 after
the WRGC was launched. The study
said gas supply to Rajshahi for
domestic consumption would not
beeconomic.

It could be considered keepingin
view the planned construction of a
1000 MW power plant and an agro-
based export processing zone in
Rajshahi, theysaid.
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PHOTO: STAR

A partial view of the 10 km long human chain formed in Rajshahi on Sunday at the call of Rajshahi Gas Andolan
Parishad demanding gas supply to the district.
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