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More than two million city residents are
in acute drinking water crisis as supply
hasbecome contaminated with

30 water pumps of Dhaka Water and
Sewerage Authority (Wasa) ' already
imindated by rising floodwater.

Water pipelines stretching over a few
hundred’ kilometres and many reser-
voirs have also gone under water, posing
aserious threatto publichealth.

According to media reports, floods
have already affected more than 50 lakh
people or half the total city population.
People in 18 thanas of 22 are already
marconed,

The Flood Forecasting and Warning
Centre (FFWC) has forecast that more
city areas may gounderwater in the next
few days as four rivers around the capi-
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tal, already flowing much above the
danger mark, continue to swell.

ANH Akhter Hossain, managing
director (MD) of Wasa, said the authori-*
ties have started to rush safe drinking
water to the affected people by boat and
rickshaw-van,

"As the situation in Khilgaon,
Bashabo, Goran and Nandipara has
worsened, we have started to supply
water there at 14 points in portable
tanks," he said. "We will also supplyin 5-
litre cans.”

But the situation is still far from satis-
factory. Many have already been
attacked with diarrhoeaand typhoid.

Wasa officials said although some
pumps are now submerged, the authori-
tieshave not stopped using them.

"Ifwe stop the pumps, dirty water will
get inside the pipelines because of the

vacuum created,” the Wasa MD said.
"We have to keep the water pressure in
the pipelineshigh all the time as a protec-
tionagainstcontamination,”

Basabo and Meradia are the worst hit
areas. "We virtually are left without a single
drop to drnk" said Shayla Shabnam, a
Dhaka UniversitystudentinBasabo,

Wasa has made special arrangements
for uninterrupted power supply to the
inundated pumps.

The flood-hitareas in the eastern part
of Dhaka where people have been facing
the water crisis include Swamibagh,
Arambagh, Fakirapool, Gopibagh,
Rampura, Badda, Sabujbagh, Motijheel,
Kamalapur, Basabo, Khilgaon, Goran,
Meradia, Mughda, Manda, Kajla,
Rajakhali, Matuail, Jatrabari and
Madartek.

On the western fringe, the worst
affected areas are Lalbagh, Rayerbazar,
Islampur, Bangshal, Shyampur,
Faridabad, Swarighat, Sadarghat and
Kamalbagh.

Pipelines have leaked and water now

reeks of sewage,

"We bring drinking water in pitchers

from our uncle's house in Tejgaon," said
Ahmed Shafi, aMeradiaresident.

Residents now purify water by using

fitkiri (alum) and water purifying tab-
lets. "The tablets adds a bad odour to
water," said alocal.

Many families have already left the

inundated areas for higherground.

Wasa has directed its staff to stay in

the zonal offices even after office hours.

"They will monitor the situation and

inform the head office in‘case of emer-
gencies," asourcesaid.

Water, a rare cnmmudlty these days although the rains have brought in floods, is being distributed by Wasa (!eﬂ;as little bnys wait for iheu‘ fill (ngh!)
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Two parks go to Rajuk for facelift

AVIK SANWAR RAHMAN

The citydeveloper, Rajuk;, has taken away
two public parks from Dhaka City
Corporation (DCC) because of its failure
to maintain them, according to a recent
decision.

It was decided to remove the park at
the DIT Extension Road opposite the
Bangladesh Road Transport Corporation
and Panthakunja park at the Sonargaon
intersection from DCC's control.

The decision was made at a meeting
chaired by Prime Minister's Principal
Secretary Kamal Uddin Siddiqui on July
17 at the Prime Minister's Office, where
Rajuk’s Chief Engineer Emdadul Islam
and DCC Chief Executive Officer
HabiburRahmanwere also present.

Although the parks were meant to be
maintained as open spaces, the DCC
rented out part of the park on the DIT
Extension Road as toilets and was plan-
ning to hand over another part ofiton a
commercial basis as markets and shops.

Of the six public parks in Motijheel

and Dilkusha areas, the park between
Shilpa Bank and Adamjee Building is the
onlyoneleft,aRajukofficial said.

"The triangular two-bigha park was
developed in the early 19805 and was
handed over to the DCC for mainte-
nance," hesaid. (g

In an attempt to tationalise this pro-
ject, Mayor Sadeque-Hossain Khoka said
the site was not a park but a strip of gov-
ernment land marked for constructing
public teilets, a responsibility that lay
withthe DCCHealth Department.

"There are no public toilets in
Dilkusha-Motijheel area. Construction
of the toilets are part of the 100 public
toilets to be built around the city, funded
by the Asian Development Bank," the
mayor told Star City, adding that the city
lacks free space to develop such civic
facilities.

Numerous requests made at spot
visits by Rajuk officials to stop construc-
tion fell on deaf ears. As construction
continued, Rajuk filed a case under the
wetland and open space protection law
withMotijheel Police Station last week.

A Rajuk engineer said the ongoing
construction in the park area does not
only amount to a breach of protection
and building laws but also spoils the
beauty of the city.

"The DCC has rented out a portion of
the Panthakunja Park in front of the
Sonargaon Hotel to the Kanthalbagan
Club and they have put up a structure
there," Rajuk's chiefengineersaid.

The DCC estate division accepted a
letter from Rajuk on July 19 that claimed
the two parks for renovation, protection
and maintenance. The DCC is now pre-
paring a reply. According to the Town
Improvement Act 1953, all parks belong
to the DCC, aDCCofficial said.

Rajuk's chiefengineersaid the Central
Park in Baridhara was handed over to the
Baridhara Society and it is well main-
tained. Rajuk plans to take away other
parksin phasesfromthe DCC, headded.

"The Panthakunja Parkwill behanded
over to the Dhaka Sheraton Hotel for
maintenance and the BRTCwill maintain
the DIT extension park. We will go on an
eviction drive soon and we don't need

DCC permission to take back our parks,"
Rajuk's chiefengineer said.

The Metropolitan Chamber of
Commerce and Industries (MCCI) has
requested Prime Minister Khaleda Zia to
hand over three parks and two medians
for maintenance and beautification, but
nothing has taken place since.

Despite several attempts, DCC's chief
executive officer could not be contacted
forcomments.

Denying Rajuk's allegations, a DCC
official said not all parks are used for
commercial purposes. "We have evicted
encroachers several times butinfluential
people like local commissioners and
police have helped re-encroachment,”
hesaid.

Over the years, the DCC has failed to
maintain several parks, playgrounds and
open spaces to construct buildings like
mosque-cum-marketsand colonies.

Half the Shaheed Park in
Mohammadpur, the only playground in
the densely populated area, has been
turned into a mosque-cum-market. The
large public park opposite the Shooting

Club in Gulshan was converted into a
DCC sweepers' colony to accommodate
several hundred families. In Karwan
Bazar, the space earmarked for parking
hasbeenleased toshop owners.
Meantime, the Appellate Division of
the Supreme Court on July 19 declared
illegal aninitiative ofthe DCCto construct
a multistorey shopping complex in front
ofthe GPOnear Bangabandhu Avenue.
The bench of Justice MD Ruhul Amin,
MM Ruhul Amin and Md Tafazzal Islam
allowed the appeal of Bangladesh
Environment Lawyers Association (Bela).
The 1.2-acre land of Udayan Market,
an under-construction shopping com-
plex, was earmarked in the city's master
plan for car parking. The Ministry of
PublicWorks handed over the land to the
DCCin 1986 and instead of a car park, the
DCC started construction of the shop-
ping complex, Belasaidina pressrelease.
The site is the only open space for air
and light to pass into the surrounding
buildings. If the DCC constructs the 341-
shop complex and office spaces, the area
will face more trafficjam, Bela said.

A flower shop that still thrives on encroached land in Shahbagh.
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More than 30 flower and food shops are
plying their trade on encroached gov-
ernment land at Shahbagh intersection
in alleged underhand dealings with
Dhaka City Corporation (DCC) officials

. and ward commissioners.

The grabbers have recently hung a
signboard in the name of Shahbagh
Phool Babosayee Samiti (a flower trad-
ers' association) which some people
called an attempt to camouflage
encroachment,

The process of legalising the busi-
ness on occupied land begins with
forming associaltions. When the DCC
tries to evict the grabbers, they go to
court seeking a stay order on the evic-
tion drive. Shahbagh Flower Traders
Association is the latest addition to the
long line of such mushrooming associa-

A

tions,

"It is high time we evicted the occu-
piers before anyone goes to court, oth-
erwise the DCC will lose land to grab-
bers," aDCCofficial said.

DCC's estate department, tasked
with evicting the illegal occupiers,
allegedly ignores the situation or helps
the occupiers grabland.

"We tried several times to clear the
illegal shops off Shahbagh, but the
drives fizzled out as the DCC has no
permanent police force. The unavail-
ability of police force delays the evic-
tion,” anestate department official said,
askingnottobenamed.

Shop owners said every shop pays Tk
5,000 a month to Ward Commissioner
Chowdhury Alam Ratan, an allegation
he brushed aside, when contacted by
Star City. Alam said he did not have any
dealingswith the shopkeepers.

The Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD)
activists of Dhaka University unit, it is
alleged, also collectrents.

"The ward commissioner takes the
money from us as he has influence on
DCC officials. There has been no respite
from paying money to commissioners
or extortionists since we ventured into
this business,” a shop owner said,
requestinganonymity.

"Over the last two months, the situa-
tion has turned worse as both the ward
commissioner and JCD activists are
demanding rents from us separately,” a
shop owner said.

"Supporters of another Ward
Commissioner Khaja Habib also
demand rents," the shop owner said.
"Besides monthly rent, we have to pay
money to some others on political and
social occasions,” another busmess-
mansaid.

On the banks of the Buriganga stands the pmk rmajestic Ahsan Manzil, an ammple of the
nations rich cultural heritage. The home of Dhaka's Nawab and a silent spectator to.many,
events, it has 31 rooms with a huge dome atop which can be seen from afar. Renovated and
turned into @ museum recently, it has with 23 ga!Ienes dwplaﬂng porrrairs, ﬁ:rn:rw\e and
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Shops thrive on encroached land

Khaja Habib also denied the allega-
tion saying: "I'm not involved in extor-
tion. Idon'tknow anything aboutit."

A shopkeeper said: "We are passing
our daysin misery asthe moneywe earmn
is spent on extortion. I have applied to
the DCCformy shop's legal status. Once
I get approval I may not have to pay so
muchillegal toll."

Apart from Malancha, no other
flower shop has legal permission from
the DCC. The shops sprouted around a
three-storey building illegally built by
DCC'sformer chiefengineer. |

Later, the DCC permitted its com-
mercial use. The former DCC chief
engineer, also chairman of
Bangabandhu Social Welfare Parishad,
turned the second floor of the building
into its office. The JCDleaders have now
locked the office of Bangabandhu Social
Welfare Parishad.



